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December ^  i8oOt 

THE     PJIEFACE. 


Ni/V|  «  ZAna-tt  Kt}^ido^ftnf»  oiV  oioi  iroi  sid-w  Si  rtM  irspi 
Tipuw  Xaybf  ^fA^xXKcyres  es  rns  oy^HS*  aXX'  w^rep  act  aTrpaxroi 
ocrrow  oi  xaxou  y\u<r5Xi  Eyevovro,  X2f  yeXo/rrx  £$  ounra/y  xm 
fjMcro^,  H^ev  7rX£oy,  o/fX((rxdtyoVy  xdei  y;/y  icrdi,  on  kx  atpaxroi 
fAov9Vv  ct\X*  £7n  xoxo;  ff^^^iy  ecrovrai.     St^  /xEvroi  £t;  iroi£<f  7£pi 

€1/  7oi€i^  ypo^A/y,    HToiy  c&S<x£ty  (pm^^iy!  av  iyLms^  ayriXcy^yro^ 
i^gp  atfTw  T0I2  OTK  AHIOI2.  (a) 


I  BAVK  again  revised  the  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of 

Literature  with    considerable    care»   as   I  am  of 

opinion  that  no  man  of  candour  and  reflection 

could  wish    to   see  any  mistakes   in  a  work   so 

extensive   continued  without  correction^  nor  the 

various  parts  of  it  presented  to  the  public  without 

such  improvements,   alterations^  and  additions  to 

the  poetry  and  the  notes,  as  circumstances  have 

arisen  to  prompt  or  to  require.     This  is  all  which 

a  I  have 

(«)    Earipidb    Epist.   ex   Macedonia    ad   amicum    suum 
CepbisophMtcn.    B«rip.  Op.  Edit.  Bme^  Pan.  %.  pag.  529. 
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I  have  done  from  time  to  time ;  and  though  words 
are  irrevocable,  yet  the  last  corrections  of  any 
author  should  be  considered  as  the  sense  which  he 
wishes  to  enforce. 

Impertinence  and  falshocd  I  have  at  all  times 
equally  despised,  and  equally  neglected.  It  will  be 
seen  however  that  by  omissions  and  alterations  I 
have  manifested  a  liberal  concern  for  my  uninten> 
tional  mistakes,  with  the  spirit  and  breeding  of  a 
gentleman,  a  character  which  I  never  will  forfeit 
nor  resign  deliberately,  but  with  my  life.  **  Of  all 
**  the  Boeotian  Critics  who  have  written  scurrilously 
^*  against  me,  there  is  riot  indeed  one  whom  a 
•*  writer  of  reputation  would  not  wish  to  have  his 
"  enemy.  To  my  authorship  they  are  heartily 
**  welcome.  Rome  permitted  her  slaves  to 
"  calumniate  her  best  citizens  in  the  day  of 
«  triumph."  (^) 

As  to  the  smarting  scribblers,  cumbrous  black- 
letter  pedants,   and  translating   poetasters  of  the 

day, 

(*)  Warburton'j  Preface  to  Popc'i  Worki. 


clay,  incidentally  mentioned  in  the  poem,  with  all  ' 
their  little  bundles  of  answers  and  remarks  name- 
less and  foi^otten,  I  would  only  conduct  them 
before  the  statue  of  Marsyas,  {J)  to  read  their  fate 
in  all  the  impotent  irritation  of  satirical  puberty : 
the  passions  of  men  they  can  never  feel.  The  only 
fliield  I  shiall  ever  oppose  to  their  assaults  is  the 

Volume  itselfi 

Egii  medesmo  prese 
La  tasca,  e  daLlo  scubo  dipartilla, 
£  fe  il  lume  di  (\}xe\  chiaro  e  palesc! 
L'incantato  splendor,  che  ne  sfavilla^ 
Gli  occhi  degli  avversari  cosi  oflese, 
Che  gli  fe  restar  cicchi  allora  allora^ 
£  cader  chi  dji  poppa,  e  chi  da  prora.  (e) 

But  to   speak    in  a  lighter  and   more   etkireal 

strain    of   these    Boeotian    critics,     Dr.    Darwin, 

(whose  poetry  and  philosophical   ideas^  whenever 

they 

{/)  The  statue  of  Marsyas,  (the  Phrygian  Satyr  who  chal- 
lenged  Apollo^  and  being  vanquished  by  him  suffered  severely 
OS  an  ixamfli)  was  set  up  at  the  entrance  of  the  Forum  in  Rome, 
and  Horace  says,  **  Obevnd us  Marsya;"  for  the  plain  English 
of  which  see  Mr.  Boscawbn's  Translation. 

Indeed  modern  Translators  and  Maktrs  of  verses  seldom  give 
occasion  for  the  inimitable  simplicity  of  Agnes*s  question  in 
Moliere's  Ecole  des  Femmes ; 

"  Si  leg  enfans  qu'  on  fait,  se  faisoicnt  far  rnrtilh  P  * 
(f)  Ariostoi  Cant.  lo.  St.$o. 

*  Act.  I.  Sc.  !• 
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they  are  understood,  are  so  universally  admired,) 
offers  me  kindly  a  few  exquisite  lines  applicable 
to  them,  in  his  celebrated  descriptbn  of  **  the  tzvo 
celestial  Bears,  major  and  minor,  dancm^  round  the 
pole^  and  parted  by  Draco  /*' 

0  cht  Uggiadro,  e  grazioso  Ballo! 
I  hope  the  reader  will  comprehend  the  Doctor's 
sublime  original ;  but  in  my  humble  metaphorical 
application,  it  is  as  plain  as  the  dance  of  the  Sun, 
Moon,  and  Earth  in  the  Rehearsal. 

Marif  {g)  with  vast  convolution  Dkaco  holds 
The  ecliptic  axis  in  his  scaly  folds !  • 
O'er  half  the  skies  his  neck  enormous  rears, 
And  with  immense  mxanders  parts  the  Bears; 
^     Onward  the  kindred  Bears  with  footsteps  rude 
Dance  round  the  pole,  pursuing  and  pursued !  (A) 

But. 
^-  *■■■■■■    -  ■  ■■  '  ■»■»  ■ 

(l)  What  does  the  reader  mMri  in  aH  Dr.  Darwin's  poetrj 
and  philosophy  ?  for  my  own  part,  I  marA  and  sh  too  (requeotlyr 
in  this  very  ingenious  man  and  most  excellent  Physician,  (for 
such  he  undoubtedly  is)  Martinus  Scriblerus  himself  la 
exultation  at  his  ow/i  discoverie»^  and  in  sovereign  contempt 
ovei*  his  Brother  Albertus.  See  Martinns's  Memoirs;  Sac 
Dr.  Darwin's  ceconomy  of  vegetation ;  Sec  Chaos  exploding ! 
See  Stars  projected  from  Chaos  fy  exp/osiMj;  See  the  Earth 
thrown  from  a  Solar  Volcano  !  The  Moon  (per  contra)  thrown 
from  a  terrestrial  Volcano !  See  ht'lJandi  (on  a  principle 
of  ecMomj  among  the  Sovereigns  of  the  northern  hemisphere, 
aad  to  prevent  the  wasting  of  the  public  money  in  nnnecessary 

wan. 
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But  to  return  to  this  nether  world  and  it's 
concerns. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  look  far  into  the  service 
of  the  time,  and  I  have  been  instructed  by  some  of 
the  best,  the  noblest,  and  the  wisest  men  whom 
ancient  and  modern  ages  have  produced ;  and  till 
years  steal  on  and  wear  me  out  of  action  I  will, 
if  occasion  should  offer,  yet  stand  forth  in  the  same 
common  cause.     Sic  Brands  dicta  refcllam. 

But  we  should  all  remember,  that  in  an  empire 
extensive,  opulent,  luxurious,  and  commercial  like 
Great  Britain,  many  new  regulations  and  new  ordi- 
nances founded  on  constitutional  principles  must  be 

expected 

wan*,)  ^ee  (I  repeat  it,)  Ice-Islands  na^viiattd  hy  their  united 
Uthoursfrom  north  to  i^utb  !!!  &c.  &c.  Coelum  ipsum  pecimua. 
imlritia.  , 

{b)  Darwin's  Botanic  Garden,  Pare  I.  or  The  GEconomy  of 

Vegetation,  Canto  i .  v.  5 1 7. 

»  ■  .  ...I.        » 

*  ^'  If  the  nations  who  iiihabic  this  hemisphere  of  the  globe, 

m 8TB  AD  of  iiestrojing  thiir  Stamen  and  {xhausting  their  nxjeaitb  in 

unmcenary    wars^  could   be  induced  to  unite  their     labours  to 

navigate    these   immense  masses   0/  ice    into    the    more   southern 

oceans f  two  great  advantages  would  result  to  mankind^&c.c^c.''!!!! 

Dr.  Darwin^s  onxm  words.     See  the  CEconomy  of  Vegetation. 

Cant.  I.  page  60.  8vo  edition.  1799.    What  can  the  Docccr 

Bieao?  a  3 
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^pccted,  and  loudly  called  for  in  the  days  of  general 
convulsion.  Lakes  and  quiet  streams  may  b^ 
bounded  safely  by  b^nk?  of  verdure  and  flowers ; 
but  the  ocean,  turbulent  and  tempestuous,  can  be 
confined  alone  by  rocks  and  mountains.  We  have 
given  to  the  surrounding  nations  the  example  of 
steadiness,  of  unanimity,  of  a  fixed  aversion  to 
jx)litical  change,  and  of  the  loftiest  refusal  of  all 
submission  to  the  common  foe  and  universal 
TYRANT,  in  our  councils  and  actions  abroad  and  at 
home, 

I  am  decidedly  convinced  that  the  principles  of 
Republican  France,  wherever  they  are  introduced, 
modified,  or  disguised,  can  never  ultimately  suflTer 
the  existence  of  any  cne  ancient  or  present 
institution  or  establishment,  political  or  religious, 
in  this  kingdom,  or  in  any  state  in  Europe  of 
in  Asia.  It  is  idle,  or  rather  it  is  wicked,  to 
suppose  that  wc  can  now  be  lulled  into  such  felse 
security,  and  sleep  the  sleep  of  death  under  the 
torpor  of  such  a  desperate  and  wilful  credulity. 

I   trust   Great   Britain   will   never  be  delivered 

pvpr  by  her  Ministers,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  a 

directorial 


f 
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directorial  or  to  a  consular  dynasty.  No :  though 
under  the  severest  pressure  and  the  most  acknow- 
ledged perils,  our  glory  is  not  tarnished  3  our  posses- 
sions are  increased  3  our  monarchal  supremacy 

ON  THE  ocean  IS  CONFIRMED.  Mr.  Pitt  (tO  whoSC 

deep  classical  erudition  every'  scholar  will  assent, 

and  who  must  know  and  feel  the  affinity  which  a 

poet  bears  to  an  orator,)  may  possibly  remember,  or 

he  will  certainly  read  with  pleasure  the  following 

lines,    at  once   triumphant   and   affecting,    in  the 

dark  but  sublime  Monodia  of  the  Poet  of  Chalcis. 

©AAA22H2  SKHnXFA  KAI  MON.\PXIAN 
AABONTES! — «x  ayjmtrro^^  *^\i(x  OaTpij, 

The  enthusiasm  of  literary  men  may  awhile  be 
led  astray  by  an  undiscerning  predilection  for  the 
republics  of  antiquity,  and  the  fasces  which  pre- 
ceded Cato  and  the  elder  Brutus.  But  I  hope 
there  never  will  be  found,  either  now  or  hereafter 
in  Great,  Britain,  a  Muse  so  servile,  so  degraded, 
so  lost,  so  forgetful  of  her  honour  and  of  her  high 
prerogative,  as  to  offer  incense  at  the  throne,  or  at 
the  shrine,  of  a  French  Consul  recking  with   the 

a  4  innocent 

\fi)  Lycophron.  Alexandra,  v.  1229, 
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innocent  blood  of  unoffending  Egypt,  and  haught  > 
from  the  desolation  of  Marengo. 

I  am  indeed  very  grateful  for  the  name  and 
rights  of  an  Englishman,  and  I  have  been  awakened 
to  join  in  the  endeavour  to  preserve  them.  I  confer 
that  I  have  a  settled  contempt  for  nonsense  and 
sophistry ;  and  I  feel  a  sharpness  in  my  nature  against 
every  species  of  innovation  which  is  hazardous 
and  unnecessary,  and  against  the  very  approach 
of  that  political  reform,  which  must  prove  the 
certain  harbinger  and  vaunt  courier  of  revolution, 
democrac)',  and  all  the.  variety  of  wickedness  and  of 
horror. 

The  charge  of  malignity,  or  of  ill-nature,  against 
the  person  of  any  individual,  as  such,  I  utterly 
disclaim  and  solemnly  deny,  because  it  is  not  true. 
If  however  my  writings  should  descend  to  other 
times,  I  will,  with  respect  to  that  charge  and  to  the 
sincerity  of  my  intentions,  confidently  address  myself 
to  them  in  the  language  of  poetry  and  of  truth  ; 
Sancta  ad  vos  Anima,  atque  istius  iascia  culpa^ 
Descendam  doctorum  haud  unquam  oblitus  avorum. 
But  in  a  composition,  like  the  Pursuits  of  Litera- 
ture, when  judgment  is  to  be  given  on  men,  their 

works. 
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works,  their  actions,  and  their  writings  in  the  hdur 
of  instant  danger,  it  is  impossible  to  set  off  one 
quality  by  another.     We  have  unfortunately  lived 
to  see  and  to  hear  men,  in  comparison  of  whom 
Bolingbroke  was  humble,    Milton  was  mild,  and 
Hobbes  was  rational.     On  all  the  great  and  master 
principles,  which  maintain  and  invigorate  the  life 
and  the  healthful  existence  of  this   kingdom  and 
of  all  civilized   states,    the  public  opinion    must 
now  be  concentrated  with  as  little  divergence  as 
possible.      For    this    powerful   and   unanswerable 
reason,  if  men  of  birth  and  fortune.  Senators  or 
Statesmen,  are  found  virtually  conspiring,  or  contri* 
buting  by  different  means  with  men  of  the  lowest 
classes  of  society,  to  produce  the  same  effect,!  mean, 
the  subversion  of  their  Country  and  it*s  Constitu- 
tion ;  their  rank  is  annihilated,  the  political  distance 
between  them  is  lost,  and  they  must  appear  together 
on  the  same  canvas,  and  in  the  same  colours.    We 
are  tired  of  Gallic  phrases,    the  honours   of  the 
sitting,  and  the  fraternal  kiss  *. 

Consumpta  est  fabula  vulgi, 

Et  cantata  diu  riscrunt  Oscula  Gives.  ^   , 

But 

f — . , . , . 

*  It  reminds  me  of  a  book  written  by  Sir  John  Birkenhead 
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But  of  Gallic  principles^  sentiments,  and  resolu- 
tions we  must  hold  another  language.  Formerly 
indeed  it  was  esteemed  a  crime  to  scatter  abroad 
ambiguous  expressions  among  the  people.  But  now 
when  all  governments  and  establishments  are  shaking 
ground  us,  we  are  to  be  told  with  effrontery  and 
impunity  in  public  papers  which  pass  from  hand 
to  hand,  through  cities,  towns,  and  village, 
that,  where  there  is  no  despotism  there  is  no  usur- 
pation, and  that  the  authority  of  an  Usurper,  while 
lie  conforms  to  laws  of  /lis  own  making,  is  legal. 
What  is  this  but  to  overthrow  the.  principle  of  al! 
just  obedience,  and  the  basis  of  every  establishcf 
government, and  to  invite  the  subjects  of  everj'kin^ 

d 

in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars,  eotitled,    **  the  CRrLDs 
**  Dictionary,  being  an  exact  collection  of  all  new  words 
•*  iinee  Noieml^er  3,  1640,  in  speeches,  prayers,  and  scrmo 
**  well  those  that  signify  something,  as  tifosi  that  iig^tfy  not  I 
In  the  last  edition  of  the  French  Academy*s  Plctionar} 
printed   at   Paris,  there  is  an   Appendix,  something  lilr 
Children's  Dictionary,  of  the  •«  Sans-Culottules^  the  Decc 
&c.  &c.  Suqh  is  the  varied  jargon  which  hypocrisy  invei 
llattivcd  iotih  in  the  last  century,  and  Jacobinism  in  th 

Saepe 
Bilem,  tsepe  jocom  tanti  movere  tumultus ! 
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3om  to  revolution  and  open  rebellion,  from  the  ex* 
umple  o(  a  fortunate  Soldier}  But  I  hope  still,  that 
THE  People  of  this  country  wiH  forever  re- 
member, and  act  under  the  impression  of  the  words 
of  an  ardent,  powerful,  and  eloquent  writer,  that 
^*  From  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  day, 
■*  there  neverwas  ANY  great  public  or  private 
•*  Villainy  acted  by  men,  and  submitted  to,  but 
**  upon  the  strength  of  some  great  fallacy  put  upon 
'*  their  minds,  by  a  false  represetitation  of  good  for 
*^  evil,  and  of  evil  for  good/* 

We  cannot  now,  and  I  trust  we  never  shall, 
consent  to  hear  the  raving  of  C/uhs  declared  to  be 
the  national  opinion ;  and  in  the  same  sentence, 
that  national  opinion  declared  "  to  possess  a  just 
*'  authority  over  the  proceedings  of  the  Legisla- 
"  ture/'  (/)  I  think  that  the  Essence  of  the 
Jacobin  Club-doctrine,  in  what  country  soever 
such  Clubs  arc  institute4  and  contmued^  is  properly 

and 

(0  Read  the  Declaration  of  the  VP^hig  Club  on  January  aj, 
1796,  signed,  Charl£s  Jambs  Fox!  In  the  copy  now  before 
R)e,  printed  for  R.  White,  Piccadilly,  1796,  this  Declaration  11 
Verted  to  t>ethecof]ipoai(ioQof  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Ejlskinb, 

Mr. 
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and  adequately  stated  (and  may  all  the  loyal  and 
reflecting  subjects  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  never 
forget  their  inevitable  tendency  and  irreversible 
conclusion  !)  to  consist  in  these  positions  : 

**  To  call  the  People  of  any  country  theSovereign 
**  Power  in  opposition  to  the  lawful,  permanent,  and 
•*  established  authority  vested  in  the  Governors  of  it : 

'*  To  call  the  sense  of  Clubs  associated  the  sense 
f*  of  that  Sovereign  People : 

**  That,  when  those  Clubs  have  thought  proper 
'*  to  deliver  and  publish  their  doctrines  and  resolu- 
*•  tions,  to  declare  that  the  sovereign  People 
"  have  in  effect  spoken  their  will  : 

**•  That  in  consequence  of  this  their  sove 
••  reign  will,  the  measures  of  a  government  ai 
•*  to  be  changed,  ministers  deposed,  a  Kir 
«*  dethroned,  and  a  Constitution  ^regenerated  ! 

"  1 

Mr.  Francis,  all  Members  of  Parliament,  and  of  Mr.  J 
Mackintosh,  who  is  mo^u  a  Reader  of  Public  Lectures 
Law  of  Nature  and  Nations  in  the  Hall  of  Lincoln's 
fursuanct  of  an  oriir  (f  that  HimourahU  Sociefy,  ♦     la 
printed  pamphlets,  and  to  matters  of  fact ;   bat  in  this  i 
shall  leave  the  comment  to  the  reader.     Dec.  1800. 
*  See  the  words  in  the  title-page  of  Mr.  Mackintosh* 
tory  Discourse,  3d  edit*  Cadell.  1800. 
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"  That  further,  as  these  momentous  concena 
**  are  carried  on  chiefly  in  the  metropolis  of 
"  any  kingdom,  it  is  virtually  to  declare,  that 
"  the  sense  of  the  disaffected  part  of  the  People  of 
"  that  metropolis  is  the  coktrolling  power 
"  OF  THE  State;  as  the  Government  and  it's 
«'  Ministers  can  neither  be  overawed,  nor  seized 
*  upon  in  any  other  place  ; — and  particularly,  as 
**  all  the  other  disaffected  Clubs  in  the  country 
*^  establish  their  doctrines  and  found  their  rcsolu« 
**  tions  on  the  grand  Metropolitan  Heres)^'* 

Such  is  the  spirit  of  that  informe  Cadaver,  of  that 
shapeless  body  which  has  been  dragged  forth  and 
exposed  to  the  light  of  heaven.  For  we  must  never 
suffer  this  truth  to  pass  from  our  minds,  namely  that. 

To      PRESERVE     THE       METROPOLIS       1$      TO 
RESERVE  THE  EMPIRE. 

Prodita  dum  laxant  portarum  claustra  Tyrannis, 
Magnum  aliquod  dubia  pro  Libertate  deccbit! 
Jacobinism  in  her  natural,  ferocious,  and  unsoft- 
cned  features  has  for  a  season  slunk  away  from  the 
public  loathing  in  Great  Britain ;  but  we  may  depend 
upon  it,  she  yet  "  lies  couching  head  on  ground, 
with  catlike  watch  s**    though  in  this  country  the 
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Monster  has  lost  many  of  her  offspring,   whom  trutf 

reason  aSnd  sober  philosophy  have  torn  from  her^ 

t)eserta  sub  antro 
Accubat  Ilia  jacens  !  ubi  enim  quibus  ubera  pascat» 
Aut  quos  ingenti  premat  cxspectata  ruina  ? 
Hactcnus  arma,  tubx,  ferrumque,  et  vulnera.  (i) 

But  surely   the   most   powerful   light   should  still 

continue  to  be  thrown  on  her  secret  caverns  and 

skulking  places ;   for  the  sleeping  and  the  inactive 

will  be  her  prey.    We  have  reason  still  to  watch  over 

our  safety,  while  so  miny  of  the  original  principles 

of  Jacobinism  are  not  only  unretracted  but  solemnly 

avowed,   and  openly  renewed  at    stated  periods y  by 

men  who  would  be  thought  worthy  of  high  political 

trust,    and    of   their    Countr}''s    best  confidence 

and  consideration* 

Idle  compliments  however,   timid  compromising, 

latal  half-measuresj^    and    the  false  politeness  df 

submission  to  names  must  not  once  be  heard  of  at 

such  a  time>  when  the  powers  of  darkness,  igno^ 

'  ranee,  and  sophistry  are  set  in  array  against  us. 

We  are  not  fallen  :  we  may  yet  travel  on  in  the* 

greatness  of  our  imparted  strength,  since  we  know 

in 
.    iji)  Stat.  Theb.  L.  lOw 
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ift  Mhat  and  in  whom  we  have  trusted.  We  mtlst 
also  preserve  the  dignity  of  Learning  in  all  her 
original  brightness  and  integrity,  for  we  are  not 
hi  the  ruins  of  our  Athens;  but  in  the  walks  of 
Literature,  of  true  philosophy,  and  of  unshrinking 
eloquence,  we  have  yet  something  more  to  jhe^ir 
than  the  Lante^'n  of  Demosthenes. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  observe  that  the  fol- 
lowing or  similar  words,  or  the  substance  of  tJiem^ 
are  recorded  to  have  been  delivered  in  Parliamcnf 
a  few  years  before,  the  Rebellion  in  1745.  I  shall 
apply  the  spirit  of  them  to  the  enemies  of  the 
frinciples  of  this  work  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature, 
but  not  to  the  en^mi^  of  the  work  itself.  The 
words  are  these  :  *  "  The  heat  which  has  oifended 
**  them  is  the  ardour  of  conviction,  and  that  zeal 
"  for  the  service  of  my  country,  which  neithct 
"  hope  nor  fear  shall  influence  me  to  suppress.  I 
**  will  not  sit  unconcerned  when  (public)  Liberty 
**  is  threatened  or  invaded ;  ^lor  look  in  silence  on 
**  (intended)  public  Robbery.     I   will  exert  my 

"  endeavours, 
*  Dr.  Johnson^s  PajUainentary  JDebates  in  1741,  vol.  i.  p.  307* 
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•'  endeavours,  at  whatever  hazard,  to  drag  jthe 
*'  aggressors  to  justice,  whoever  may  protect  them, 
•*  or  whoever    hiay    (ultimately)  partake  of    the 

•*    NATIONAL    plunder!'* 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  Speaker  was  William  \ 
Pitt,  and  the  Reporter,  Samuel  Johnson.  But 
whether  the  words  were  ever  spoken,  and  faithfully 
reported,  or  only  ingeniously  invented  and  applied, 
the  substance  of  them  I  adopt  and  publicly  profess 
as  my  unequivocal  sentiments,  as  far  as  they  can  be 
applicable  to  any  endeavours,  or  to  any  labours  of 
mine. 

With  the  same  firmness  therefore^  and  with  the 
same  unabated,  deliberate  confidence  of  intention 
with  which  I  first  submitted  this  volume  to  the 
public,  I  again  respectfully  offer  it  to  the  serious 
regard  and  impartial  judgment  of  the  British 
Nation, 
Doctrine  Hi£c  Vindex  Gen io  monita  alta  B&itanno* 

Hec.  1800.     ,  TO 
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TO   THE   READER, 


ApriMS  ^xiwj% 
^oyM  UapvauTH 
TON  AAHAON  ANAPA  vmt*  ix^vsiyl  ♦ 


I  RECOMMEND  the  foUowing  anecdote  to  sagacious 
persons,  who  know  all  authors  (and  me  among  the 
icst)  by  their  style,  or  by  any  other  certain  or 
ififallib/e  sign.  The  anecdote  is  known  to  those 
who  are  accurately  versed  in  literary  history. 

Julius  Scaliger  wrote  and  published  an  oration, 
without  bis  name,  against  the  celebrated  tract  by 
Erasmus,  called  Ciceronianus.      Erasmus,  having 

b  perused 

5  Soph.  Md.  T.  ▼.  481. 
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perused  it,  immediately,  (and  upon  convicticxn  as 
he  thought,)  fixed  upon  Hieronimus  Aleander, 
who  was  afterwards  made  an  Archbishop  by  Leo  X. 
and  a  Cardinal  by  Pope  Paul  the  Third,  as  the 
author  of  the  whole,  or  of  the  greatest  part  of  it, 
by  signs  which  he  conceived  to  be  certain  and 
infallible.  These  signs  were  strong  indeed  *,  his 
phraseology,  his  manner  of  speaking,  his  peculiar 
diction,  his  habits  of  life,  and  even  the  very 
intercourse  which  Erasmus  had  daily  with  him* 
Nay,  his  genius  and  disposition  were  so  evident, 
that  Aleander  could  not  be  more  intimately  known 
to  himself,  thcin  he  was  to  Erasmus. 

Yet  Erasmus  was  mistaken  entirely. 

His  judgment  and  sagacity  will  not  be  questioned ; 
but  hear  his  own  words,  for  on  such  an  occasion,  as 
the  present,  they  are  particularly  remarkable. 
**  Ex  phrasi,  ex  ore,  ex  locutione,  aliisque  compluH 
*'  ribus,  mihi  persuasi  hoc  opus,  maxima  saltem 
"  ex  parte,  esse  Hieronimi  Alcandri.  Nam  mihi 
«•  Q^nius  jlJius  ex  domestico  convictu  adeo  cognitus 

«•  per- 
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<'  perspectusque  est,  ut  ipse  sibi  non  possit   eaac 

I  recommend  this  anecdote  to  the  consideration 
of  those  persons  who  from  random  conjecture, 
without  any  knowledge,  or  any  proof  whatsoever, 
continue  to  ascribe  the  following  work  to  men, 
who  are  all  equally  guiltless  of  my  labours,  and  all 
equally    ignorant   of  my    intentions,  {b)      But   I 

believe, 

[a)  Erasmi  Epist.  370.  c.  1755.    Op.  Fol.  Ed.  Opt.  Lugd. 

(j)  There  is  a  pleasant  passage  in  one  of  Pascal*!  Provincial 
l^ettersy  in  which  the  Author  and  a  Father  Confessor  hold  a 
ooference  concerning  some  accredited  Casuists,  and  the  nei^ 
aorality.  The  Dialogue  is  smart  and  fprjghtly»  and  easily 
^apted  xx^  the  Probahility  Corps  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
Confessor  says  ;  *'  Nous  laissons  les  Peres  a  ceox  qui  traitent 
k  Positiviy  nous  ne  cicons  dans  nos  ecrits  que  les  nooveaux 
Casaistes*.— '  Mais  qui  sont  ccs  nouveaux  Auteurs>* — Ce  sont 
des  gens  bitn  habiles  et  hitn  ctUbres  (i.  e.  persons  whose  names 
were  scarce  ever  heard  of)  C'est  Villalobos,  Con  ink,  Lamai, 
Achokier,  Dealkoser,  Bobadilla,  &c.  &c,  &c — •*  O  mon  Pere, 
Jui-disje  tout  cffraye,  tous  ces  gens  la  ctoient-ils  Chretiens  ?** 
— Comment  Chretiens  ?  me  repondit  il.  Nc  vous  disois-je, 
quece  sont  les  seuls  par  qui  nous  gouvcrnons,  &c. — Cclui  mtft 
piiie;  (said  Pascal,)  mais  jc  ne  lui  icmoignai  lien/  Letuw 
Piovlnoiales.  L.  5. 
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believe,  no  gentleman  to  whom  it  either  has  been, 
or  may  hereafter  be,  liberally  or  illiberally  attri- 
buted, will  so  far  forget  his  character,  as  to  appro- 
priate my  composition  to  himself.  "  The  Town's 
enquiring  yet ;''  and  will  enquire^  as  I  think»  for 
a  long  time. 

Factonim  est  copia  nobis; 
Hoc  fit  quod  Romit  vivimus :  iHa  domus, 
Ilia  mihi  sedes,  illic  mea  carpitur  astas. 

I  beg  leave  to  subjoin  my  opinion,  that  if  the 
Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature  is  once  care- 
fully read  without  reference  to  the  notes,  the  plan, 
the  connection,  and  tljie  manner  of  it  will  be  per- 
ceived,  I  may  add,  that  The  First  Dialogue  was 
first  published  in  May  1 794,  the  Second  and  Thircl 
in  June  1796,  and  the  Fourth  in  July  1797. 
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AN 

INTRODUCTORY  LETTER(^) 

TO 

A  FRIEND, 

On  the  general  Subject  of  the  following  Poem  on 
THE  Pursuits  of  Literature. 


Nel  cerchio  accolto, 
Mormoro  potentissi me  parole; 
Giro  tre  volte  all*  Oriente  il  volto, 
Tre  volte  ai  regni  ove  dechina  il  Sole ; 
**  Onde  tanto  indugiar?  forsb  attekdbte 

'*   VOCI    AMCOR    Plii   POTINTli   O   Plli   SBCRBTB?'* 

Tasso  G.  L.  Cant.  13. 


Dear  Sir, 

A.  S  the  publick  have  thought  proper  to  pay  some  atten- 
tion to  the  following  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature, 
the  parts  of  which  I  have  presented  to  their  consideration, 
and  for  their  use,  at  various  intervals ;  I  have  now  col- 
lected the  whole  into  one  volume,  after  such  a  revision 

and 

(«)  This  Letter  was  first  prefixed  to  the  Fifth  Edition  of  the 
P.  of  h.  collected  for  the  first  time  into  one  volume  and 
published  in  January  1798. 

A 
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and  correction  as  appeared .  to  be  necessary.  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  address  this  introduction  to  you.  As  a  mark  of 
my  friendship,  I  trust  it  is  decisive*  I  always  thought  with 
Junius,  that  a  printed  paper  receives  very  little  coiisi« 
deration  from  the  most  respectable  signature;  but  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  Insinuate,  with  that'great  and 
consummate  writer,  that  my  name  would  carry  any  weight 
with  it.  I  must  own  however,  that  I  smile  at  the  various 
authors  to  whom  my  work  has  been  ascribed.  Doctors,  Dra- 
matic Writei^s,  Royal  Treasurers,  Divines,  Orators,  Law- 
yers, Greek  Professors,  School-masters,  J^ath  guides,  and 
Physicians,  have  all  been  named  with  confidence.  Some- 
times the  whole  is  written  by  one  man,  at  others,  tea  or 
perhaps  twenty  are  concerned  in  it. 

Criticisms  and  dissenting  conjectures  on  the  subject  are 
alike  the  object  of  my  ineffable  contempt.  More  sagacity 
must  be  exerted  than  the  Arddios  of  the  day  are  masters 
of,  who  are  so  kind  as  to  think  of  me,  who  most  certainly 
never  think  of  them.  It  is  however  my  resolution,  that 
not  one  of  these  idle  conjectures  shall  ever  be  extended  to 
you.  '*  Quid  de  me  alii  loquantur,  ipsi  videant  ;  sed 
"  loqucniurtamen."  (i)  It  is  a  voice;  nothing  more.  Pru- 
dence indeed  suggests  a  caution  which  I  unwillingly  adopt, 
and  restrains  the  eagerness  I  feel  for  the  display  of  your 
virtues  and  of  your  talents.  But  those  virtues  must  at 
present  be  left  to  the  testimony  of  your  own  conscience, 
and  your  talents  within  those  limits  of  exertion,  in  which 
an  undiscerning  spirit  has  too  long  suffered  them  to  be 
confined.  The  bird  of  day  however  always  looks  to  the  sun. 

In   regard  to  writing    in  general,    the  public  expect 
neither  thanks,  nor  gratitude  from  an  author  for  their  fa- 
vourable 
{b)  Cic.  Somn«  Scip.  Sect.  ;• 
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favourable  reception  of  his  work.  If  it  is  unworthy  of  their 
notice,  it  is  left  to  perish  with  the  poetry  of  Knight,  or  the 
prose  of  Lauderdale.  '*  1  cannot  indeed  affect  to  belie ve» 
"  that  Nature  has  wholly  disqualified  me  for  all  literary 
**  pursuits  I*' [c)  yet  I  would  not  trouble  the  publick,  or 
myself,  with  this  new  edition  of  my  Poem,  if  I  did  not 
think  it  agreeable  to  their  wishes.  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
attention  which  has  been  given  to  it ;  and  when  I  have 
commanded  a  silence  within  my  own  breast,  I  think  a  still 
small  vqice  may  whisper  those  gratulations.  from  which  an 
honest  man  may  best  derive  comfort  from  the  past,  and 
motives  for  future  action. 

The  wayward  nature  of  the  time,  and  the  paramount 
necessity  of  securing  to  this  kingdom  her  political 
and  religious  existence,  and  the  rights  of  society,  have 
stimulated  me,  as  you  well  know,  to  offer  this  endcavouf 
to  preserve  them,  by  a  solemn,  laborious,  and  disinterested 
appeal  to  my  countrymen.  It  is  designed  to  conduct  them 
through  the  labyrinths  of  literature;  to  convince  them 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  understanding  and  affections 
are  either  bewildered,  darkened,  enervated,  or  degraded ; 
and  to  point  out  the  fatal  paths  which  would  lead  us  all 
either  to  final  destruction,  or  to  complicated  misery. 
* 

I  am  not  yet  so  old  as  to  say,  with  the  desponding 
bard, '*Vitae  est avidus,  quisquis  non  vult,  mundosecum 
PEREUNTE,  mori."  Yet  I  see,  with  sorrow  and  fear,  the 
political  constitutions  of  Europe  falling  around  us,  or 
crumbling  into  dust,  under  the  tyrannical  Republic  of 
France.    She  commenced  with  an  imperious  injunction 

A  a  to 

(<]  The  words  of  Mr.  Gibbon.  Posthumous  Works,  4to.  vol.  L 


I    4    3 

t<j  the  surrounding  nations  not  to  interpose  in  her  dottier 
tic  government,  while  at  the  very  same  moment,  she 
herself  was  interfering  and  disturbing  them  all.  She  has 
indeed  terminated  in  the  change  or  overthrow  of  each  of 
them,  tut  of  this  kingdom. 

Frenchmen  were  always  brutal,  when  unrestrained. 
With  their  own  domestic  misery  and  wickedness  they 
never  were  satisfied.  In  these  latter  days  they  have  been 
neighing  after  the  constitution  of  their  neighbours,  in  their 
lawless  lustihood.  They  first  deflower  the  purity  of  the 
struggling  or  half-consenting  victims,  and  then  with  their 
ruffian  daggers  they  stifle  at  once  the  voice,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  the  pollution.  Such  are  their  abominations ; 
such  are  their  orgies  of  blood  and  lust.  And  when  their 
cruelty  is  at  4ast  wearied  out  and  exhausted,  and  demands 
a  pauses  they  call  it  clemency* 

France  had  been  long  looking  for  that,  which  A^r 
philosophers  had  taught  her  to  term,  the  parallelism 
ov  THE  sword;  and  she  has  found  it:  That  sword 
has  indeed  swept  down  not  only  every  royal  crest,  and 
every  head  which  raised  itself  above  the  plain  of  their 
equality.  Such  is  their  quaint  and  ferocious  language : 
and  now,  when  Englishmen  are  to  be  warned  against 
the  introduction  of  the  horrid  system,  no  appeal  is  to  be 
made  to  the  common  feelings  and  passions  .  of  our  nature, 
(this  it  seems,  is  declamation;}  no  scenes  of  terror,  and 
cruelty,  and  desolation  are  to  be  laid  before  them,  but  dry 
reasoning  and  mathematical  calculations  of  the  quantum  of 
misery,  plunder,  and  blood  necessary  for  the  production, 
and  establishment  in  £ngland,of  this  blessed  revolutionary 
government. 

We 
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We  will  not  however  be  insulted  znA  fooled  out  ot 
«ur  existence,  or  qF  our  understanding.  "  Our  sentence 
*'  is  for  open  war/'  till  we  can  be  safe.  England  is  still  pre« 
pared,  and  alert,  and  vigorous,  and  opulent,  and  generous, 
and  bold,  and  undismayed:  She  has  not  cast  away 
her  confidence.  Among  the  band$  and  associated  energies 
of  England  I  also,  in  my  degree  and  very  limited  capa* 
city, -will  struggle  (or  the  principle  of  her  life.  I  feel,  in 
common  with  the  wise  and  the  reflecting,  that  the  consti* 
tution  of  Great  Britain,  even  with  it's  real  or  apparent 
defects,  is  worthy  of  continuance,  and  I  hope  of  perpe- 
tuity. Our  ancestors  in  1688  once  adopted  the  words  of 
the  aged  Patriarch,  "  We  have  blessed  it,  yea,  and  it  shall 
''  be  blessed."  In  this  one  response,  I  trust  we  shall  all  be 
orthodox ;  and  with  one  heart  and  voice  condemn  all  the 
heresies  of  Gallic  policy,  in  the  words  of  the  Alexandrian 
Liturgy  of  old ;  To^v  Mpsa-iofv  xaraXt/aov  ra,  ppvayfAotra*  (d) 

Government  and  Literature  are  now  more  than  ever 
intimately  connected ;  and  the  history  of  the  last  thirty 
years  proves  it  beyond  a  controversy.  Still  it  is  difficult  to 
rouse  the  attention  of  men,  and  to  persuade  them  of  the  fact ; 
bat  I  have  attempted  it.  I  thought  it  just  and  right  to  set 
before  them  excellence  opposed  to  excellence,  (6>)  as  well  as 
error  contrasted  to  error.  In  the  present  change  of  man« 
ners,  opinions,  government,  and  learning,  you  may  re«« 
member  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  in  which,  after  some 
reflection,  you  concurred,  that  a  variation  is  now  rec^uired 
A  3  in 

[d)  LiturgiaSancti  Grcgoiii  Alcxandrina.  Liturg,  Oriental. 
Collect.  Vol.  I.  p.  107.  Edit.  Paris,   1716. 

(e)  Ayada;  AyaBois  avrg^sTa^siv.  Dion.  Halicarn.  ad  Cne, 
Pompeium  de  Platone  Epist.  p.  7J7«  Sect.  i.  Vol.  6.  Ed^ 
Reifke.  1777, 
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in  the  mode  of  conducting  satirical  writing.  I  mean,  by 
calling  in  the  reciprocal  assistance  of  poetry  and  prose  in  the 
same  work,  for  the  great  end;  if  it  is  designed  for  general 
perusal,  and  an  extended  application.  I  think  this  work 
is  the  first  attempt  oi  the  kind,  in  the  sense  which  I  propose. 

riupycjfyas  (rridatpri  fIPXiT02  iv  aveiriYi,  (f) 

I  know  not  whether  I  am  mistaken,  but  as  U  appears 
to  me,  the  power  of  legitimate  Satire  thus  extended,  and 
strengthened  with  the  rampart  of  prose,  and  fully  under- 
stood, is  the  best,  if  not  the  only  literary  support  left.  I 
am  sure  it  cannot  be  construed  into  an  hired  service.  It 
has  nothing  in  it  of  professional  labour ;  and  as  to  inte- 
rested views  of  personal  profit  or  promotion,  how  can  they 
be  consistent  with  it  ?  It  Is  as  true  in  our  time  as  in  that 
of  Dryden,  (I  will  give  you  his  own  words,)  that  '*  the 
**  common  libellers  of  the  day  are  as  free  from  the  impu- 
"  tation  of  wit,  as  of  morality."  Satire  has  another  tone 
and  another  character.  All  publick  men,  however  dis- 
tinguished, must  in  their  turns  submit  to  it,  if  necessary  to 
the  welfare  of  the  state.  The  altar  and  the  throne,  the 
minister  and  the  statesman,  may  feel  and  own  its  influ- 
ence. I  would  express  myself  with  diffidence  of  any 
Satirist;  yet  of  the  office  itself,  and  of  its  higher  functions, 
I  would  speak  as  becomes  its  dignity  and  the  excellency  of 
it's  ancient  character.     Magnificabo  apostolatum  mtum. 

In  my  opinion,  the  office  of  a  Satirist  is  by  no  means 
pleasant  or  desirable,  but  in  times  like  the  present  it  is 
peculiarly  necessary.  It  is  indeed  difficult  to  exercise  the 
talent,  without  an  appearance  of  severity  in  the  character 
and  dispostion.     Even  playfulness  and  humour  are  called 

by 

(/)  Adapted  from  the  Anthologia.  p.  393*  £d,  Brodasi.  FoU 


[    7     ] 
by  other  appellations*    Learning  is  ostentation,  censure  is 
maltgnicy,  and  reprehension  is  abuse.     There  remains  a 
more  formidable  objection.     On  a  first  and  partial  view, 
it  might  deter  any  man  from  engaging  in  Satire ;  at  least 
any  man  who  feels  himself  (and  who  does  not  feel  himself, 
if  he  examines  his  own  heart  ?)  unworthy  and  wretched 
before  the  unerring  judgment.     It  is  said  to  be  incom- 
patible, if  not  with  the  profession,  yet  certainly  with  the 
practice,  of  Christianity^.     I  am  sure,  if  that  is  true,  the 
praise  of  wit,'of  learning,  or  of  talents,  is  nothing  worth.  If 
private  malignity  is  the  motive,  it  is  essentially  contrary  to 
the  precepts  and  practice  of  that  religion ;    it  cannot  be 
defended  for  a  moment.     But  if  Satire  is  an  instrument, 
and  a  powerful  instrument,  to  maintain  and  enforce  pub- 
lic order,  morality,  religion,  literature,  and   good   man- 
ners, in  those  cases,  in  which  the  pulpit  and  the  courts  of 
law  can   seldom   interfere,   and  rarely  with   effect;    the 
community  may  authorize  and  approve  it.     The  authorized 
instruments  of  lawful  war  are  lawful. 

Satire  never  can  have  effect,  without  a  personal 
application.  It  must  come  home  to  the  bosoms,  and  often 
to  the  ofiences  of  particular  men.  It  never  has  it's  full  force, 
if  the  author  of  it  is  known  or  stands  forth  ;  for  the  un- 
worthiness  of  any  man  lessens  the  strength  of  his  objec- 
tions. This  is  a  full  answer  to  those  who  require  the  name 
of  a  satirical  poet.  What  I  have  written,  is  delivered  to 
the  public  in  this  spirit.  If  I  had  any  private  end  or 
malignity  in  any  part  of  it,  I  would  have  burned  the  work 
with  indignation  before  it  should  have  appeared.  I  make 
no  idle  appeal  to  you,  or  to  any  man,  for  the  truth  of  my 
assertion ;  it  is  enough  for  me  to  feel  that  I  speak  truth  in 
the  sincerity  of  my  heart.  If  I  am  believed,  I  am  believed. 
A  4  But 
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But  I  may  ask  with  confidence ;  Is  there,  in  this  work 
on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature,  any  sentence  or  any  senti* 
ment,  by  which  the  mind  may  be  depraved,  degraded,  or 
corrupted  ?  Is  there  a  principle  of  classical  criticism  in 
any  part  of  it,  which  is  not  just  and  defensible  by  the 
greatest  masters  of  ancient  and  legitimate  composition  ? 
Is  there  any  passage  which  j^anders  to  the  vitiated  taste, 
or  to  the  polluted  affections  and  passions  of  bad  men  ? 
On  the  contrary ;  Are  not  the  heart  and  understanding 
fortified  unto  virtue,  and  exalted  into  independence  ?  Is 
there  any  idle,  depreciating  declamation  against  the  real 
and  solid  advantages  of  birth,  fortune,  learning,  wit,  ta- 
lents, and  high  station  ?  Is  there  any  doctrine,  which  a 
teacher  of  morality,  I  mean  Christian  morality,  might  re- 
fuse to  sanction  ?  A  moralist  and  a  divine  have  not  the 
same  office  with  the  satirist;  personality  is  foreign  to 
them.  But  it  is  not  sufficiently  attended  to,  or  believed, 
that  when  the  understanding  is  enervated,  when  it  once 
loses,  what  x)ne  of  the  Fathers  (g)  calls  emphatically,  the 
TWf  (ppomoEOjf  ffuwav  xoct  VBirvxvufji^vov ,  when  that  solid,  tena- 
cious power  of  the  mind  is  dissolved^  it  is  then  open  to 
all  manner  of  deception,  and  to  the  impressions  of  sophistry 
in  literature,  government,  philosophy,  and  religion.  On 
this  account,  many  works  and  many  actions  must  be  con- 
sidered, which  are  wholly  unworthy  of  reprehension  or  of 
notice  in  any  other  point  of  view* 

Ignorant  men  will  cry  out,  it  is  a  vexatious  suit,  when  it 
is  only  a  just  prosecution  at  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion. 
They  who  would  consider  my  reprehensions  of  Authors 

and 

{{)  Basil.  Archiepisc.  Cassarese.  Op.  vol.  2.  p. 698.  Ed.  Par.i6(t« 
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and  of  the  tendency  of  their  writings,  as  libek,  or  at 
libellous  matter,  are  as  ignorant  of  common  law,  as  thejr 
ire  forgetful  of  common  sense,  or  of  common  integrity  and 
candour*  With  such  men,  every  piece  of  criticism  is  a 
species  of  libel.  If  they  are  inclined  to  indict  any  part  of 
my  work  as  libellous^  it  will  be  incumbent  on  them  to 
contradict  the  great  sage  of  the  law  (^),  who  declares,  that 
"  In  a  criminal  prosecution,  the  tendency  which  all 
"  libels  have  to  create  animosities  and  disturb  the  public 
"  peace^  IS  THE  whole  which  the  law  considers.'*  I  am 
content  to  be  at  issue  with  them  on  this  point.  If  any 
part  of  my  work  is  "  blasphemous,  immoral,  treasonable, 
schismatical»  seditious,  or  scandalous,"  let  it  be  produced 
pablicly,  and  publicly  punished.  But  I  maintain  that, 
under  these  restrictions,  I  have  an  undoubted  right  to  lay 
my  sentiments  before  the  world,  on  public  books,  in  any 
manner  I  think  proper.  If  I  am  denied  this  right,  there  is 
an  end  to  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  of  the  rational  and 
guarded  liberty  of  England.  If  the  matter  of  my  book  it 
criminal,  let  it  be  shewn :  I  appeal  to  the  Courts  and  to 
the  Sages  of  the  Law. 

I  will  not,  however,  be  intimidated  by  the  war-whoop  of 
Jacobins,  and  democratic  writers,  nor  moved  by  the  feeble 
shrieks  of  witlings  and  poetasters.  While  I  have  power, 
I  will  plead  ir^  behalf  of  learning,  and  in  the  cause  of  my 
country.  In  this  work,  I  have  not  violated  the  precepts  of 
Christianity,  nor  the  law  of  the  land;  and  till  I  have  done 
both  or  either,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  de- 
grade my  character  arid  reputation  with  my  country.  IF  I 
have  drawn  any  supposed  characters,  without  a  name  or  de- 
signation, I  have  done  no  more  than  Theophrastus  or  La- 

Bruyere. 

{Ji)  Blackstone  Comment.  6.4.  Ch.  ii« 
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Eruyere.    I  shall  not  condescend  to  a  discussion  oF  sucli  a 
subject* 

Many  passages,  and  perhaps  trifling  or  sportive  allur 
lions  in  this  work,  to  persons  and  events,  are  best  defended 
by  the  general  apology  of  Horace,  "  Ego  si  risi  quod  in* 
•*  eptus  Pastiilos  Rufillus  olet,  lividus  et  oiordax  videar  ?'* 
I  shall  offer  no  other  apology.  I  would  not  descend  to 
such  minutix,  if  they  were  not  connected  with  my  general 
design.  Yet  Sporus  and  Lord  Fanny  must  be  noticed,  as 
well  as  Bufo  and  Atticus;  though  perhaps  such  passages 
and  allusions  as  these  meet  with  the  least  indulgence* 
The  works  of  Pope  abound  in  them.  To  contemporaries 
they  are  pleasing  and  interesting ;  and  to  posterity  they  are 
often  curious.  But  though  I  stoop  to  such  trifles  rather 
unwillingly,  yet  I  feel  they  are  often  necessary  to  the  full 
effect  and  completion  of  Satire.  A  Gentleman  Usher  is 
npt  the  principal  figure  in  the  etiquette  of  a  Court,  but  he 
must  stand  in  his  place. 

As  to  the  charge  of  any  supposed  arrogance  or  pre- 
sumption; a  writer,  especially  a  poet,  will  be  sometimes 
warmed  with  the  dignity  and  importance  of  his  subject, 
and  may  express  himself  in  terms  rather  strong.  The 
**  sume  superbiam"  of  a  poet  is  seldom  sev/erely  examined  : 
it  is  an  extravaganza  at  most,  and  understood  as  such. 

Much  has  been  observed  as  to  the  defect  of  plan  in  my 
Poem.  I  will  say  but  a  few  words  ;  for  I  wish  not  to  vindi- 
cate, but  to  explain  myself.  The  object  of  the  work,  is  a 
View  of  Literature.  The  Poem  itself  is,  "  A  Conversation 
•*  on  tlie  various  subjects  of  Literature,  in  a  very  extended 
•*  sense,  as  it  affects  public  order,  regulated  government, 

••  and 
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**  and  polished  society.*'  Nothing  is  introduced  which 
tend  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  that  main  purpose.  It 
does  not  appear  in  the  form  of  an  Epistle,  a  mock-epic,  or  a 
didactic  poem;  but  as  a  conversation  in  which  subjects 
are  discussed  as  they  arise  naturally  and  easily ;  and  the  notes 
illustrate  and  enforce  the  general  and  particular  doctrines. 
There  is  as  mnch  method  and  connection,  as  is  consistent 
with  what  I  state  to  be  my  plan,  or  design^  if  you  like  that 
word  better.  There  is  unity  in  the  design.  Conversation 
has  it's  laws,  but  they  are  pleasant,  not  severe  restraints. 
Consuls  indeed  do  not  now  meet  Consuls  in  Tusculum; 
and,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  symposiacs  at  Wimble* 
don  and  Hoi  wood  have  not  too  much  severity  of  method, 
or  equality  in  the  glasses.  Perhaps  *'  it  would  be  a  bely« 
"  ing  of  the  age,  to  put  so  much  good  sense  together  in 
"  any  one  conversation,  as  to  make  it  hold  out  steadily, 
"  and  with  plain  coherence,  for  an  hour's  time  (%)•*  I 
never  desired  to  exhaust  any  subject,  but  to  leave  matter 
for  the  reader's  own  suggestion.  I  may  add,  that  it  would 
be  difHcult  to  analyze  one  of  the  most  finished  Satires  in 
our  language,  I  mean  Pope's  Two  Dialogues,  or,  as  they 
are  strangely  called,  the  Epilogue  to  the  Satires. 

I  am  represented  as  having  threatened  any  person  who 
makes  enquiry  after  me  or  my  name.  It  was  not  my 
intention  to  do  so.  I  said,  "  it  will  be  more  than  foolish 
"  to  be  very  inquisitive."  I  say  so  still ;  for  when  the 
avenue  to  any  knowledge  is  strongly  and  effectually  closed, 
who  would  labour  after  it  fruitlessly?  To  waste  our  time 
to  no  manner  of  use,  is  not  surely  one  of  the  discrimi- 

nating 
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ttating  marks  of  wisdom.  I  maintain  it  boldly ;  no  mait 
has  a  light  to  demand  either  my  name  or  my  situation* 
It  has  been  observed  on  such  occasions*  that  *'  some  might 
**  fight,  but  others  would  assassinate."  For  I  believe  indeed, 
that  I  have  no  real  enemies,  but  the  lovers  of  confu-t 
tion  and  the  troublers  of  states.  I  will  acknowledge  it,  I 
come  armed  into  their  confines,  and  I  come  in  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night.  But  if  I  were  required  or  called  upon 
to  choose  my  companion,  you  know,  I  am  prepared  with 
the  answer  of  Diomede. 

E«  ptcv  i'n  Iraqav  ye  xeXEfsir  iaolutov  eXeffSfln, 

Ucof  «v  emir'  OAY2H02  eyo;  ©EIOIO  Xaflo/ptyjv ; 

Ou  veqi  fABV  vpo^qojy  xQOLSin  xai  Qvycoi  aymvoj^ 

Ev  irtxyrtcai  w'ovottri,  (A) 

If  I  am  forced  indeed  to  descend  into  the  lower  regions  of 
sorrow  and  confusion,  among  the  perturbed  spirits  of  anar- 
chy and  democracy^  I  shall  hope  for  the  safe  conduct  of 
the  Sibyll.  She  might  produce  the  branch  to  the  ferryman 
of  France  and  Tartarus.  I  would  wish  her  to  e;chibit  this 
Poem,  as  the  *'  Donum  fatalis  virgs,  longo  post  tempore 
••  visum.** 

My  book  is  open  to  all  the  accumulated  severity  of 
public  criticism,  and  public  reprehension  :  I  shrink  from 
neither  of  them.  When  I  am  wrong,  {I  have  never  been 
so  intentionally)  I  will  correct  myself,  and  I  have  done  so 
frequently.  In  a  field  so  extensive,  candour  will  allow, 
that  my  mistakes  have  not  been  very  numerous. 

As  to  my  poetry  or  versification,  it  was  not  written  as  a 
vehicle  for  the  notes,   but  the  notes  were  composed  to 

accompany 
(i)  U.  10.  v.  242. 
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ictompany  the  text,  I  offer  the  poetry  to  those  who  are 
conversant  with  the  strength,  simplicity,  and  dignity  of 
Dryden  and  Pope,  and  them  alone.  I  submit  my  Poems, 
"  The  Pursuits  of  Literature,  The  Imperial  Epistle,  and  The 
"  Shade  of  Pope,"  in  this  spirit  and  with  this  confidence  to 
the  public.  There  are  men,  (and  women  too)  who  understand. 
But  as  to  the  lovers  of  exotic  poetry,  I  refer  them  to^  the 
Botanic  Garden  of  Dr.  Darwin.  My  plants  and  floweri 
are  produced  and  cherished  by  the  natural  invigorating 
influence  of  the  common  sun ;  I  have  not  raised  them  by 
artificial  beat. 

If  the  root  of  a  tree  is  sound  and  vigorous,  you 
strengthen  the  shoots  by  repressing  their  luxuriance.  I  ap- 
prove and  would  uphold  our  sacred  and  civil  establishment. 
I  would  therefore  mark  the  aberrations  and  misconduct  evea 
of  men  of  talents  and  virtue^  who  compose  it;  fori  would 
shew,  that  I  am  strictly  impartial*  I  can  censure,  with 
diKrimination,  even  where  I  generally  approve,  and  consi- 
der nothing  but  the  interest  of  the  state  upon  the  whole. 
It  is  to  misunderstand  or  to  misrepresent  me,  when  it  is  as- 
serted that  I  attack  alike  friends  and  foes.  I  attack  no  man 
in  his  individual  capacity.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
vanity  or  injudicious  conduct  of  friends,  but  as  they  affect 
the  community;  and  I  can  have  no  personal  malignity 
against  those  of  whom  I  am  personally  ignorant.  But  they 
shall  neither  disturb  nor  overthrow  the  state  of  England, 
civil  or  religious,  if  any  observations  of  mine  can  avail. 
They  may  wish  to  know  me;  but  they  may  depend  upon  it, 
I  will  never  give  a  proof  of  my  spirit  at  the  expence  of 
my  understanding. 

I  would 


[     14    ] 
I  would  not  have  you,  or  any  man,  think,  that  I  cntor 
into  a  defence  of  my  work,  as  if  I  thought  it  required  one. 
No*     I  have  vindicated  the  authority  of  our  national  go- 
vernment  and  constitution,  in  a  day  of  turbulence  and  ter- 
ror ;  i  have  defended  the  purity  and  dignity  of  religion, 
and  of  our  sacred  establishment ;  I  have  pleaded  the  cause 
of  sound  literature  and  of  true  philosophy;  I  have  recalled 
the  public  attention  to  poetry  without  conceit,   and  to  cri- 
ticism without  affectation ;  I  have  endeavoured  to  secure  to 
women  their  honour,  social  rank,  and  happiness,  by  an 
attempt  to  turn  the  thoughts  and  hearts  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  island  from  works  of  obscenity  and  indecency,  from 
the    morals    and  manners   of    atheists    and    democratic 
spoilers,   to  the  wisdom  of  the  just;  and  I  have  boldly 
invaded  the  strong  holds  of  impiety  and  anarchy,  plebeian 
or  tribunitian*     I  have  done  all  this ;  and  I  have  offended 
many.     I  have  brushed  away  the  insects  of  literature,  whe- 
ther fluttering  or  creeping;  I  have  shaken  the  little  stems 
of  many  a  plant,  and  the   flowerets  have  fallen.     I  have 
almost  degraded  myself  by  an  attention  to  minute  objects 
in    the  service  of  the  public :  and   I  am  called  upon  to 
defend  myself •    No.     My  countenance  is  unaltered  ;  my 
perseverance  is  unbroken;    the  spirit  and  tenour  of  my 
speech  are  yet  the  same  :  my  words  are  firm.  Semel  causam 
dixty  (vel  iterum  dicturus],  quo  semper  agcre  omnia  solitus 

sum,    ACCUSATORIO   SPIR1TU.(/) 

As  to  political  matters  we  shall  never  want  Observers.  I 
hate  deserters  of  their  duty,  (m)  on  any  principle  whatever. 
£ut  I  suppose  some  Statesmen  thinV,  that  there  is  a  laudable 
obliquity  and  a  seasonable  fear.     For  my  own  part  I  shall 

not 

(/)  Liv,  lib.  a.  sectt  6i,       (m)  H.  of  Commons  Nov.  1797. 
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not,  on  this  occasion,  invade  the  retreat  of  St.  Ann's  HilU 
or  violate  the  purity  of  Drury  Lane.  11  such  Statesmen  are 
resolved  to  free  at  on^e  both  the  Senate  and  the  Throne,  the 
"  Saevi  Spiracula  Ditis"  are  open  to  them;  they  may 
descend  in  safety,  and  disburthen  the  land.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  possession  of  absolute  power  is  in  the  reach  of  Mn 
Pitt,  or  of  any  man.  But  the  continuance  of  suck  a  minister 
in  office  will  be  approved,  as  I  think,  while  the  security, 
and  independence,  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  of  the  parlia- 
ment, and  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  are  maintained 
against  the  tyrannical  pretensions  of  pirates,  buccaneers, 
and  plunderers. 

I  would  say  to  Mr.  Pitt,  as  Cicero  did  to  Torquatus, 
••  Tibi  nullum  periculum  esse  perspicio,  quod  quidcm 
•*  sejunctum  sit  ab  omnium  interitu."  {n)  That  minister  has 
not  looked  submissively,  at  any  period  of  his  long  admini- 
stration, for  personal  protection  in  any  quarter.  There 
is  a  hardihood  about  the  man,  which  I  love.  On  the 
broad  general  question  of  the  time,  the  public  esteem 
has  been  commensurate  with  the  royal  approbation.  In 
this,  the  policy  of  the  closet,  of  the  senate,  and  of  the 
people  seems  to  have  been  one.  I  am  sure,  I  hope,  that 
wherever  Mr.  Pitt,  or  any  minister,  proceeds,  he  will  al- 
ways find  a  board  of  control! ;  nor  would  I  by  any  means 
disapprove  the  advice  of  an  honest  Mandarin.  But  the 
stairs  of  the  palace  have  now  but  one  flight ;  the  gate  is  in 
front,  and  the  ascent  direct.  The  noble  Marquis,  who 
is  now  no  more  in  office,  may  brood  safely  over  beads 
and  relics.  There  is  some  propriety  in  this  amusement. 
It  is  pleasing  to  preserve  the  memorial  of  departed  dignity. 

In 

(«)  Ctc.  £p.  &d  Fam.  Lib.  6.  Ep.  i; 
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In  tny  opinion,  the  Moor's  head  might  have  adorned  oui^ 
coin  with  the  royal  Gallic  lillies,  though  the  Sovereignty 
of  France  and  of  Corsica  is  passed* 

I  can  stand  aloof  from  the  scene  itself,  but  I  am  no 
-stranger  to  the  moving  principle.  I  was  not  formed  to  wait 
long  in  the  anti-chamber  of  a  Duke  of  Lerma,  or  a  Don 
Calderone.  A  little  experience  is  sufficient  for  the  ob« 
serving.  It  is  either  my  advantage,  or  my  misfortune,  not 
to  have  adopted  any  profession :  I  never  could  decide  that 
point.  But,  as  you  well  know,  I  framed  an  early  and  an 
undaunted  resolution,  (perhaps  not  wholly  justifiable,  but 
certainly  not  degrading  to  the  character)  that  I  never  would 
Aopcrfonal  suit  and  service,  for  convenience  or  emolu* 
raent,  to  any  man  however  high,  in  a  subordinate  station. 
I  framed  that  resolution  ;  I  adhered  to  it :  and  privacy  is  my 
lot.  Be  it  so :  it  is  the  soil  in  which  learning  and  reflec« 
lion  strike  deepest.  In  these  days,  it  is  my  desire  that 
obscurity  should  gather  round  me.  Now  and  then  indeed  the 
thoughts  of  times,  which  are  no  more,  will  bring  with  them 
a  casual,  momentary,  doubtful  glimpse  of  what  might  have 
been  ;  and  often,  with  the.  poet  of  Valclusa  by  the  fountain 
of  Sorga,  I  have  regretted  some  periods  of  inactivity,  not 
of  sloth,  which  have  passed, 

Senza  levarmi  a  volo,   avend'io  l^ale^ 
Per  dar  forse  di  me  non  bassi  esempi  ((?). 

But  if  the  laurel,  which  I  have  now  planted,  should  thicken 

round  the  temple  of  my  retirement,  the  pillars  will  support 

it :  the  materials  are  solid,  and  the  ground  is  firm. 

I  have 

(#)  Petrarch,  ?,%.  Son,  86. 


t  hare  indeed  a  few  memoirs  by  me,  written  in  other 
clays  and  with  other  hopes;  and  if  I.  could  polish  the  style, 
and  reduce  them  a  little  into  form,  I  am  convinced  they 
would  not  be  uninteresting.     '*  Le  Roi  et  ses  Ministres 
**  peutetre  se  fairoient  lire  ces  Memoires,  qui  assurement  ne 
'*  sont  pas  ceux  d'un  ignorant."    But  let  this  pass  for  the 
present.    I  am  for  practicable  politics :    I  would   not  be 
driven  into  measures  from  which  there  is  no  retreat*     I 
tmile  when  I  am  told  of  love  and  hate  in  politicians  and 
ministers.    These  are  passions  which  they  never  felt ;  for 
circumstances  alone  unite  and  separate  them.      I  should 
wish  to  act  with  those  statesmen  who»  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  dignity  and  safety  of  the  country,   by  a  timely 
concession  and  a  rational  departure  from  too  rigid  prin- 
ciples, would  prevent  those  calamities  which  result  from 
aathority  without  power,    and   expence  without  supplies* 
But  my  hour  for  treating  these  subjects,  in  the  manner  I 
propose,  is  not  yet  come :  I  must  turn  to  other  thoughts 
for  a  se^oiip 

When  Philosophy  saw  the  Muses  standing  by  Boethiuff 
in  his  affliction,  she  spoke  in  terms  of  some  surprise  and 
indignation  (p).  In  our  time  this  indignation  would  have 
been  retorted  by  the  sisters  of  the  song.  Philosophy  has 
appeared,  not  to  console,  but  to  deject.  When  I  have 
read  and  thought  deeply  on  the  accumulated  horrors,  and  on 
all  the  gradations  of  wickedness  and  misery,  through  which 

B  the 

(/)  Boeth.  de  Consolat.  Philos.  L.  i.  Pros»  i.  The  words 
arc  particular,  **  Hje  sunt  quae  infrtictMosis  affe^luum  spinit 
••  wherem  fruRihus  raiicnis  segetem  necant^  hominumque  mentes 
'*  assuefaciunt  morbo,  mn  Uberant.** — '^  Medicina  roTivi 
\[  Tsurus  asTi  cutam  qj^^t\LJ^*\    lb.  Pros.  2. 
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th^  modem  sysfefmatTc  philosophy    of  Europe   has  con* 
ducted  her  iIIunfliAati^d  voUrirs  to  the  tohfines  of  political 
death  and  mental  darkness,  Yny  mind  f6r  a  space  feds  a 
^nvulsioh,  and  siliffers  the  nature  of  an  in^mrrettion. 

I  look  around  me.  I  look  to  human  actions,  and  to 
human  principles.  I  consider  again  and  again,  what  is  the 
nature  and  effed  of  learning  and  of  instruction ;  what  is  the 
doctrine  of  evidence,  and  the  foundation  of  truth.  I  ask 
myself,  are  all  these  changed  ?  Have  the  mc^l  and  the  iia<- 
laral  laws  of  God  to  his  creatures  another  basis?  Has  the 
lapse  of  fifty  years  made  an  alteration  in  HlM,  who  is  de- 
clared to  be  THE  SAME  to-day,  yesterday,  and  for  ever? 
Can  the  violence,  the  presumption,  the  audacity,  the  arro- 
gance, the  tyranny  of  man,  drunk  with  self  idolatry  and 
temporary  success,  change  the  nature  and  essence  of  Goo 
and  of  his  works,  by  calling  good  evil  and  evil  ^ood  ?  I  am 
told,  that  human  reason  is  nearly  advanced  to  full  perfec- 
tion ;  I  am  assured,  that  she  is  arrived  at  the  haven,  where 
she  would  be.  I  again  look  around  me.  I  ask,  where  it 
that  haven  ?  where  is  that  steady  gale  which  has  conducted 
her?  I  listen;  but  it  is  to  the  te^mpest:  I  cast  my  view 
abroad ;  but  the  ocean  is  every  where  perturbed.  I  pause 
again.  Perhaps,  it  is  ••  ih<  wind  and  storm  fulfilling  His 
••  uordr 

T  resume  the  reflections  of  suffering  humanity  amid  the 
wreck  of  intellect.  This  was  not  the  ancient  character  of 
philosophy.  The  lovers  of  wisdom,  in  the  best  ages  of 
Athens  and  of-Rome,  always  discoursed  with  reverence  tod 
submission  to  the  Author  and  Go\'ern6r  of  the  wcA'M. 
They  considered  of  whdm  they  spoke.  If  they  tnrticd  tb 
the  origin  of  evit|*  gr  to  any  dark  and  unfathomable  qaes* 

tioni 
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lioBi  thieyjSrst  called  .upon  .man  to  conftkler  the  Umits  of 
Irift  uoderytanding.    They  warned  him,  with  most  peculiar 
imfbmB^to  beware  of  tho^e  mkurm  mwopimi^  those  difficultiet 
»l  h^rd  acdutioni-  which  are  but  increased  by  defences  or 
arguments  til  constructed.    They  implcu^d  him  affection* 
ately,  to  avoid  all  that  tends  to  overthrow,  to  trouble,  or  dis* 
turb  those  principles, .which  conduct  to  peace  and  to  right 
action.    Their  advice  was  to  strengthen  the  intellect,  and  to 
compose  the  passions,  not  by  braving  and  insulting  the  all- 
powerful,  ,^l*wise,    and  all-merciful   Creator,  but   by  an 
humble,  patient  enquiry  into  his  works,  and  by  submissioir 
to  his  dispeni^ions.     They  seemed  to  be  well  aware,  that 
to  him  who  imderstood  all  the  bearings  and  relations  of  the 
word,  Resignation  to  the  will  of  God  was  the  whole  of  piety «; 
If  upon  sages  like  these  the  light  of  revelation  should  appear^ 
at  the  regent  of  ikeir  philosophical  day,  nothing  can  be  con- 
cehred  mote  august,  nothing  more  ennobling,  nothing  more 
dignified.     Poetry  and  philosophy  may  then  speak  a  lan« 
guagc  worthy  of  themselves: 

<  Altius  his  nihil  est :  haec  sunt  fastigia  mundit 
PuBUCA  NATURiE  DOMUS  his  contenu  tenetur 
.Finibus.  [q) 

When  we  have  read  such  writers,  it  is  hardly  possible  not 
to  turn  from  modern  sceptics  and  sciolists  with  something 
©ore  than  neglect.  If  to  their  philosophy  they  add  witti- 
cism and  ribaldry,  they  are  nauseous.  If  to  tlieir  ribaldry 
^join  folly  and  gross  ignorance,  they  should  be  driven 
&0(no.ur  fellowship  with  contempt.  The  continued  labours 
•f  the  arch  Tbeomachist  of  the  age,  the  records  of  that  per- 
^  B  2  petuat 

(f)  Manil.  Astron.  L.  i. 
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petual  Conflict  Which  he  maintained,  ddring  the  cd&rie  of 
fifty  years  of  a  long  and  impious  life,  against  the  ^piritoaA 
**  kingdoms  of  God  and  of  his  Christ/'  and  the  niemoriili. 
of  his  desolating  days,  will  all  be  entombed  in  the  Frentk 
Pantheon  with  the  mouldering  remnant  of  his  bones  (r)* 
^*  Dust  to  dust :  ashes  to  ashes.''  He  sowed  unto  the  flesh, 
and  of  the  flesh  he  and  his  disciples  have  reaped  death  and 
•corruptions 

All  the  minor  powers  of  infidelity,  anarchy^  sedition, 
rebellion,  and  democracy,  may  yet  be  dispersed  in 
England;  from  their  leaders  Voltaire,  D'Alembert,  and 
Condorcet,  to  the  vulgar  illiterate  blasphemy  of  Thomas 
Paine,  and  the  contemptible  nonsense  of  William  Godwin. 
I  feel  for  mankind  when  they  are  insulted  by  such  writers. 
I  make  common  cause  with  my  fellow  creatures,  and  call 
lapon  them  to  rally  round  the  constitution  of  our  humaa 
mature,  and  to  support  it's  dignity. 

From  writers  of  this  character,  my  thoughts  are  directed 
to  the  professors  of  that  superstitious  corruption  of  Chris* 
tianity,  which  originally  gave  occasion  to  those  attempts, 
to  which  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  permit  a  temporary 
iiiccess,  to  scourge  the  nations  of  Europe.     I  am  sure  the 

plain 

(/)  To  the  writings  of  Voltaire  the  strong  words  of  Eusebius 
arc  applicable:  ••  Avreu  a»  TOT  ©EOMAXOT  (p6;vai,  €W4 

•*  aTTsihtiVTOft    flr^ovo/XEi/ersiy    re  Tny  ojxHpiewiVj  xxt  TTav  to  tcjw 
*•  avOpo/^wv  ysvo;  iisKcreKTUv  xai  iJOBraffmceiv  ttis  Trporepov  Evra^ixs 

^  a,n(iu6»hci^ci4^yOf'^  £uxb.  PemQastrat.£YdDg.Lib.4.  Ss^.q^ 


flbin  simplicity  of  the  Protestant  religion  of  England  coiiM 
never  have  suggested  so  daring,  so  extensive  a  project.  I 
jbave  therefore  spoken  at  large  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  and  it's  professors,  and  of  ibe  emi^ants  and 
French  priests. 

From  come  observations  which  I  have  heard  and  seen  on  this 
part  of  my  work,  you  may  remember  I  was  tempted  to  think, 
that  I  had  advanced  something  new  on  this  subject.   I  am  sure 
the  principles  are  as  old  and  as  moderate  as  those  of  the  Re* 
formation }  and  I  know  that  every  page  of  our  history  ccxi<*» 
-firms  their  truth.    Have  we  forgotten  the  history  of  that  Re-> 
fprmation?     Is  "  the  Preservative  against  Popery"  buried  in 
oblivion  and  unmerited  neglect  ?  Do  we  remember  Mede,  and 
Chillingworth,  and  Hooker,  and  Barrow,  and  Tillotson,  and 
Hoadly,  and  Sherlock  ?  Can  we  pass  by  the  phalanx  of  States- 
men, and  Bishops,  and  Lawyers,  who  stood  forth  in  i6$87 
What  I  have  advanced  is  in  substance  very  old ;  in  manner 
it  may  perhaps  be  new.     All   I  have   advised,  is  on  the 
tide  of  caution.     I  only   declared   and    pronounced    so- 
lemnly in  the  face  of  my  country,  that  a  Coll£G£  of 
Romish  Priests  of  a  religion  hostile  in  principle  and  in 
action  too,  whenever  it  has  the  power,  a^inst  the  established 
church  of  this  kingdom,  should  not  be  set  upon  a  hill^  and 
authorised  and  maintained  by  the  ministers  of  the  crown, 
and  by  the  public  money  of  the  land.     They  have  been  dis- 
P^sed,  since  that  warning  was  given.     I  only  said,  let  sup- 
port be  administered  to  them  privately,  and  in  detached 
situations.  J  have  pity  for  them,  and  relief  too,  according  to 
©y  ability. 

But,  «'  though  I  give  all  my  goods  (said  an  Apostlej  to 
?*  feed  the  poor  and  the  distressed,  and  have  not  Charity^  k 

B  3  ••  prgfitaU 
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^  frofiMh  iM  n6thing."  What  do^  he  taean  ?  He  sufct^ 
mentis  9oincthin|^.  Alms  alone,  it  seems,  however  liberd, 
liowevcr  extended,  neither  are,  nor  can  be,  the  whole  or  the 
tatence  of  Christian  charity.  They  are  indeed  ^  material  part 
of  it,  and  one  of  the  best  external  proofs  of  it's  existence. 
Charily  is  in  reality  a  principle  of  general  safety,  of  kindness^ 
Ol  active  benevolence,  of  discernment,  of  prudence,  of  mode« 
yation,  and  of  guarded  virtue.  It  originated  from  Him,  who 
commanded  his  disciples  to  join  the  innocence  of  the  dove 
with  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent.  We  may  depend  upon  it ; 
the  system  of  Christianity  is  not  inconsistent  with  itself. 
Surely  this  is  not  to  teach,  or  to  recommend,  persecution  or 
intolerance.  My  language  and  arguments  are  designed  only 
to  shew,  that  the  spirit  of  the  system  of  Popery  yet  remains 
unaltered  in  it's  great  and  leading  principles.  If  it  peris  kes^ 
ii  will  perish  altogether.  I  love  toleration  In  the  constitu* 
tional  sense  of  the  word,  as  much  as  the  most  designing 
patriot  of  the  day:  but  indifTerence  to  the  public  form  of 
religion  is  the  first  step  to  it's  neglect,  and  to  its  consequent 
abolition. 

I  cannot  think  it  a  mark  of  persecution  or  intolerance^ 
when  I  deprecate  the  revival  of  the  Romish  superstition  in 
^gland  (j),     There  is  an  enthusiasm,  an  ofrymrfjLo;^  in  the 

professors 

(j)  •*  From  obvioui  causes  (indeed)  tht  cruelty^  the  tyranny^  tie 
•«  impiety  Of  ths  Church  of  Rome  have  alm9st faJeJ from  mr 
••  memory ;  hut  'we  must  bring  them  hack  t§  omt  recollection^  if  we  vatould 

**  Va^in>/<VW^**THI  Jl/DGMINTS  OF  GOD  WHICH  ARB  ABT.OAD  IIT 

**  iHl  tARTH."  She  is  now  persecuted  in  her  turn.  As  English* 
^  men,  we  fnrnct  her  injuries;  as  Christians,  we  pity  and  give' 
V  i^mi  to  bar  aai!c4  AdherentSj^regardlesscf  the  nulicious  endea* 

!*  Toiwa, 
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fiofeiioci  of  it  whiehf  I  know,  never  fonakc;^  tbeoi.  It  h 
active,  where  it's  influenilc  can  hardly  be  9uppa^d.  It  i% 
^ud  to  pervade  even  the  squabbles  qf  a  society  set  apart  for 
the  preservatioa  of  our  national  antiquity.  With  a  cat-Iikp 
vratch,  it  peers  and  pries  over  every  paper  on  ecclesiastical 
relics,  and  garbles  the  slightest  casual  effusions  of  protestant 
leal,  before  it  is  presented  to  the  worjd.  If  it  cappqt  be 
openly  recommended,  it  will  eSectually  gqard  against  the 
least  reproach  or  insinuation  of  it's  subtlety.  Romish  Biro* 
nets  will  be  busy,  and  Romish  Priests  will  meddle.  Per« 
haps  the  Secretary  of  that  Society  know^,  whether  these  bints 
are  true  and  justifiable.  It  surely  will  be  understood,  that 
I  am  only  speaking  of  thg  Spirit  and  tendency  of  the  system 

B  4  itself. 

^  vours  of  our  adversaries  to  represent  the  Church  of  Englandj 
^  as  itself  interested  in  her  preservation.  But  let  us  only  advert 
**  to  the  principles,  religious  and  civil,  upon  which  we  are  sepa« 
"  rated  from  that  idolatroos  and  intolerant  pover ;  and  it  will  bf 
^  eviden,!  that,  as  a  national  Church,  we  have  neither  part  nor  lot 
''  in  this  matter.  Our  causes  arb  distinct,  and  must  iv^a 
**  REMAIN  so :  and  we  have  Movt  mere  ahtndfgnt  fe(tm  than  9ver  tf 
^  rejoice  iueur  Reformed  Religion.  Our  fathers  obeyed  the  warning 
**  voice,  and  left  her  corrupt  communion  when  she  hadrisfnto 
**  the  zenith  of  her  glory ;  and  we  have  hitherto  escaped  thf 
**  plagues  by  which  she  is  now  tormented.  And  it  may  by 
^  added,  that  as  England  was  formerly  (and  I  trust  is  still)  the 
^  bulwark  of  the  Protestant  faith,  so  must  she  now  be  the  bul- 
••  wark  of  Christianity  itself."  See  the  Biihop  of  (a)  Lincoln's 
sermon  before  the  King  and  Parliament  at  St.  Paul's  on 
the  public  thanksgiving  on  the  XQth  Dec.  1797.  (Published 
10  Feb.  1798.)  It  is  the  composition  of  a  man  of  learning  and 
ability,  written  with  great  judgment)  eloquence,  and  discern* 
IMnt  of  the  signs  of  the  times. 

(a)  The  Rt.  iter,  GaoaoB  PasTYMAif  ^p.  D. 


Cm]' 

itself.  I  would  carry  charity  with  me  in  lay  heart  and  in 
ray  hand,  but  I  know  that  charity  is,  and  must  be,  consisu 
cnt  with  a  love  to  my  country,  and  to  her  rights  civil  and 
religious.  If  lam  wrong,  I  fear,  I  must  continue  so ;  I  bavp 
yet  seen  oo  argument  to  shake  my  conviction* 

I  would  say  a  few  'words  on  another  part  of  my  work.  I 
have  been  under  the  necessity,  at  least  as  I  thought,  of  ap-* 
pealing  for  illustration  to  writers  of  all  ages  and  in  various 
languages.  There  is  an  appearance  of  ostentation  in  it,  tc^ 
which  I  must  submit.  I  certainly  am  of  opinion  with  Ca« 
saubon,  that  it  cannot  be  supposed,  "  facere  aliquid  iid  verara 
pietatem  seu  doctrinam,  Grxca  potius  quam  ali^  lingui 
Joqui.'*  [4)  Certainly  not.  But  to  enforce  and  illustrate  any 
position,  the  language  of  poets,  and  the  dignity  and  spirit 
of  ancient  eloquence  and  history  in  the  original  words,  are 
of  no  mean  assistance.  The  nature  and  full  force  of  this  work 
'could  not  have  been  sustained  without  the  notes,  in  which 
'the  most  important  subjects,  sacred,  moral,  and  political, 
are  occasionally  discussed.  But  I  have  generally  given, 
in  English,  the  substance  of  the  allusions,  contained  in  th^ 
learned  languages  which  are  brought  forward. 

I  would  not  have  any  one  think,  that  an  appeal  to  the 
higher  poe^  of  modern  Italy  is  either  trifling  or  disgraceful. 
No  man  ever  felt  the  power  of  poetry,  if  he  refused  hi^ 
homage  to  Dante,  Petrarch,  Ariosto,  andTasso;  I  mean, 
if  iheir  language  was  familiar  to  him» 

Jn  their  priip?il  poet  there  i?  an  originality  and  a  hardihood 
pf  antiquity.  The  soul  of  Dante  was  dark  and  sullen:  it  was 
proud,  and  fuU  of  his  wrongs,  frons  Ijpta  parMm  et  dejecto 

lumin^ 

(/)  Is.  Casaub.  Excrcitat.  |6.  td  Annalci  Ecclisjast,  ^aronii, 
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hmina  vuko.  He  passed  through  inkaguuuy  realint  widKMll, 
the  sun,  to  the  confines  of  light  and  hope.  .The  day  sboiw 
fiill  upon  him,  and  the  beams  were  from  on^  high.  Hit 
draught  of  men  and  their  passions  is  eternal.  His  language 
was  like  himself,  deep  and  full  of  matter ;  it's  strength  and 
Karmony  may  be  best  expressed  by  his  Tuscan  brother: 

Aspro  concento,  orribile  armonia 
D'alte  querele,  d*ululi,  e  di  strida, 
*  Jstfanamente  concordar  s'udia.(4K) 

As  to  Petrarch;  we  are  led  by  every  milder  feeling  toths 
retreat  of  Valclusa.  The  strain  of  the  poet  is  yet  softcc 
than  the  breeze,  or  the  murmur  of  his  fountain,  [v)  Yet  wai 
be  not  without  energy :  his  subject  was  sometimes  high  an4 
holy*  He  was  familiar  with  death,  and  his  breathings  weic 
after  immortality.  He  too  could  describe  ihe  difrupii0n  qf 
ik  mortal  veil,  and  the  departure  of  the  sou), 

Svegliata  fra  gll  spirti  eletti, 
Ove  nel  suo  Fattor  1*  alma  s'intema! 

I  will  not  pursue  this  theme;  and  ol  Ariosto  and  Tatso  ir 
would  be  idle  to  speak.  But  you  will  permit  me  to  observe, 
that  the  three  greatest  masters  of  heroic  verse,  in  unlaboured 
ease  and  flowing  dignity,  are  to  my  apprehension  and 
judgment.    Homer,    Ariosto,    and   the   glory  ^of    Spain« 

Alonzo 


(»)  Ariosto.  O.  F.  c.  14. 

(v)  *n<rmp  «iro  ran  ivuiea-mrcin  K£i/xarya;y  avpx  ris  ihiA  cj 
0Ufrm  (peperai*  Such  is  the  harmonious  prose  which  distinguisliet 
f  be  critical  writings  of  the  great  Halicarnassian.  Dion.  Halt- 
carn.  Epist  ad.  Cn*  Fpmpeivm  de  Fi^ne.    Sect.  ^ 


-AloiiMi  4*£rcilli(jr}.  I  have  without  intention  iadced*  but 
with  the  privilege  of  a  leuer,  descanted  a  liule  on  a  fayourite 
incidental  topic.  For  when  I  hear  the  language  o( 
Italy,  under  these  mighty  masters,  called  frivolous  and 
^ght,  I  cannot  pass  it  without  a  moment's  vindication.  In 
my  opinion  they  strengthen  and  harmonize  both  the  intellect 
and  the  ear.  My  references  to  them  are  however  very 
few. 

I  am  told,  I  am  forgiven  for  my  Latin;  but  for  the  Greek, 
not  so  easily.  In  this  particuUr  indeed,  I  am  rather  surprised 
iW  no  man  of  zoit  has  said  of  my  notes,  '*  They  ^re  Greek 
-  *  invocations  to  call  fools  into  a  circle."  {y)  Certainly  there 
will  be  Halos  round  the  brightest  luminaries;  and^it  must  be 
confessed,  that  many  of  my  notes  have  such  a  circular  ^ppear- 
vnce.  If  some  galled  theologian  should  be  disposed  to 
banter,  and  to  question  the  validity  of  my  Greek  ordina* 
tion,  he  would  perhaps  shrewdly  remind  me  of  the  Council 
of  Florence  in  1439,  when  the  .Greek  and  Latin  churches 
proposed,  as  a  principle  of  union,  that  the  Greeks  should 
alter  their  manuscripts  yr^xn  the  Latin.  He  might  tell  me 
of  that  celebrated  *'  Foedus  cum  Graecis,"  so  well  known 
among  the  sacred  manuscript  critic$.  And  if  I  were  to 
odduce  from  the  great  Erasmus,  my  *^  Capita  argumentorum 
^*  contra  moroftos  quosdamet  indoctos"  (2);  I  should  perhaps 
be  reminded  by  Dr.  Parr,  that  I  have  not  the  eruditipn  of 
'Erasmus,  nor  the  gentle  manners  of  the  serene  Sepulveda. 
Mr.  Knight  would  remand  me  to  the  Greek  alphabet  (to 
any  one,  I  hope,  but  his  own),  and  his  modesty  would 

attempt 

■■ ^        ■   ■  ■■!■■■  I  I   .,*       I  '■■■■■     L  I  ■        > 

(«)  The  Author  of  the  AroMtama* 

(jp)  Shaktpeare's  As  you  Like  it.  act.  %• 

{u\  Nov.  Ten.  ky  Erasmus  in  1595.  ii\^  £dit» 
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tome  jiicimdify  horn  the  Lluui  Priapi.    1  trift 
€iidiiie  than  adl ;  For  I  have  patience  and  pity  too*  . 

I  know  yoa  urere  aurprtsed,  when  you  found  sne  besel. 
with  poetaatort,  and  rhetoricians,  and  conunentators»  and  old 
$evenik-j0rm  boys,  that  I  was  so  patient*  In  truth  I  thought 
there  mi^t  be  some  remedy.  Yet  I  will  owni  that  when 
I  see  so  many  heads  around  me  deprived  of  the  substance  of 
sense.  I  am  perpetually  calling  for  the  amp4lU  of  Astolpho^ 
ihat  lacred  vessel  which  be  brought  frota  the  upper  regions^ 
**  Che  tempo  e  ormai,  ch*  ai  capi  voti  e  macri 
*'  Di  senno^  si  soccorri  con  /'  ampolla.  [a) 

But  f  should  have  too  much  on  my  hands,  and  I  recall 
ay  wish*  In  the  political,  as  well  as  in  the  mere  litenuj 
irorldt  there  is  more  to  do  in  that  way  than  I  can  attempt* 

A  few  drops  from  this  ampolla  might  now  and  then,  on 
particular  occasions,  fall  on  the  Minister  himself,  who  nom 
10  his  taxes  appears  as  the  political  Hecate  (^;,  or  Diana,  in 

their 

*  I    ■  f     ■  111,  I  ■■II  II  m^ 

(a)  Ariosto.  O.  F.  Cant.  38. 

'{h)  Hecate  ts  termed  in  the  Argonautics  of  Orpheus, 

Tpiffroxapnvor  ^iktf^  oXoov  repo;  trri  ^nrrov, 

TflftwpoTCi^  Exam !     (v.  974.)  Edit.  Bschenback.  p.  66* 

For  the  Diana  rptiJLop^*  look  at  the  gems  of  Fulvius  Ursinus.*«. 
It  is  odd,  that  Lycophron,  in  all  the  darkness  of  his  prophetic 
song,  chanting  forth  the  powers^  iq  A/mr  i^aro,  couplet 
together  Bellona  and  Miaerva,  "  Koi  Si'  Evt/or,  koi  T^ryewnror 
*'  ©Ml."  Cassand.  v.  J19.— What  is  the  allegory?  Itseenuas 
if  war  and  wisdom  might  be  joined  together ;  but  the  sooner  the 
fftioa  can  be  diasolved|  the  better.  (1798O 
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^Kir  Iripk  forms*  Some  of  k  also  might  be  spared  for  Eart 
Fitzwilliam  with  good  efiect ;  but  I  shodld  be  unwilling  to 
waste  the  precious  liquor  on  the  noble  head  of  his  Grace 
•f  Bedford.  Some  crests  are  indeed  vulnerable;  but  the 
ttitural  constitution  is  sometimes  so  radically  impaired«  that 
when  the  head  is  once  opened,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of 
closing  it.  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  for  instance,  is  out  of  the 
reach  of  art.  I  would  only  set  up  the  bidtntal  at  the  book- 
teller^a  door  at  Wimbledon.  It  will  at  least  serve  as  a  land- 
mark for  the  French,  on  their  first  invasion.  As  to  the 
•*  mendici,  mimi,  balatrones/'  what  can  be  done?  The  most 
infamous  are  the  most  contented.  But  there  are  minor 
ihembers  of  the  great  democratic  body,  and  all  have  not  the 
tame  office.  Yet  there  is  a  marvellous  use  (and  they  un- 
tlerstand  it  better  than  W£  do)  in  that  which  every  joint 
aupplieth.  I  should  leave  Mr.  Ticrncy  (c),  with  some  little 
hope,  to  the  discipline  of  Cocker  and  Oldfield(^).  He 
ttiay  perhaps  improve  in  calculation;  but  I  think  it  will  be 
Sometime  before  his  anti -professional  prattle  will  impose  oti 
another  boy-committee  on  a  contested  election.  The  drops 
of  the  ampolla  would  never  penetrate  the  thick  rotundity  of 
Mr.  Nicholls  (<?) ;  but  they  might  insinuate*  themselves 
through  the  zigzag  crevices  of  Sir  John  Sinclair's  head« 
If  we  pass  to  subjects  of  lighter  moment,  eve^  the  Bavi^ 
drops  from  Mr.  Gifford  have  fallen  off,  like  oil,  from  thq 
plumage  of  the  Florence  and  Cruscan  geese.  At  home  ^o, 
I  am  sorry  that  his  success  is  imperfect.  I  am  told,  that 
Mr,  Greathead  sind  Mr,  Merry  yet    write  and  talk ;  anc| 

Mr, 

(r)  M.  P.  for  the  Borough.      (</)  An  obscure  writer  on  th^ 
Boroughs,  **  The  sad  historian  of  that  tainted  plain/' 
\e)U.f.  forTrcgonjr. 
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Mr.  Jeriiingham  (poor  manlj  still  contitmes  sittierihan  KH 
Atep.  '  ■       ■  ■  ''■■•'■ 

But  a  truce  to  .this  badinage.  Like  the  Warrior  of  Itbaa^ 
I  would  appear  bill  for  a  season,  and  iqx  a  peculiar  purpose^ 
in  such  a  garb.  It  is  necessary.  «^&;  to  assume  those  higher 
functions  to  which  I  am  called^  to  claim  for  myself,  and  ta 
vindicate  the  undoubted  right  (/)  and  hereditary  dignity  of 
the  Satiric  muse; 

AATO  A'  Em  MSrAN  OTAON I  cx*^  Coy  ^%  tfoftrfm 

Aim  wp9<r6i  vo2«v«  {g) 

I  had  once  a  thought,  as  you  advised  me,  of  analysin|j[ 
the  following  poem.  But  to  what  effect,  and  for  what  use} 
To  men,  like  you,  it  is  needless  or  presumptuous,  and  to 
others,  it  is  superfluous.  I  am  indeed  confident,  that  when 
all  the  personal  objects  of  my  praise  or  censure  shall  have 
passed  from  the  scene,  this  work  will  be  found  to  contain 
priociples  of  government,  polity,  religion,  morality,  edu« 
cation,  criticism,  poetry,  and  literature,  worthy  of  bein^ 
transmitted  to  another  age.  I  have  indeed  already  said 
much ;  but  I  think,  I  have  something  more  to  offer  to  my 
country,  if  the  blessing  of  strength  and  health  should 
graciously  be  extended  and  continued  to  me.  I  mean,  if  1 
see  a  proper  occasion  to  present  it,  and  if  England  should 
-not  be  absorbed  in  the  vortex  and  abhorred  gulf  of  demo* 
cracy  and  tyranny* 

,     Still  perhaps  I  am  incautious  in  my  words ;  for  I  can  prb« 
Qiise  little.     However  that  may  be,  my  principle  is  and  evef 

haff 
(/)  Scnr^ixov  MoiVftv  ;tTi9r;cy.  Find.  Pyth.  i,   (^)  Horn.  Od.22. 
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|bi  Wen,tliat  *«  »o  if  an  uVxth  unto  ximsslp/'  for  lAl 

bwn  liule  pleasures,  or  mean  gratifications,  or  low  unworchf 
passions,  the  dirty  family  of  selfishness,  which  by  the  hw 
of  Providence  defeMt  it'^  own  purposes.  I  speak  not  of 
a  romantic,  impracticable,  general  good,  but  of  the  specie 
fie  benefit  which  an  individual  may  and  can  confer  on  his 
fellow-creatures,  in  his  own  limited  sphere  of  action,  by  a 
conunued  exertion  of  the  faculties  or  talents,  with  whith 
lie  feels  himself  intrusted. 

The  well-wishers  to  their  country  are,  above  all  things, 
desirous  of  the  steady  light  of  Literature,  and  of  -the  day* 
spring  from  on  high.  Yet  whatever  they  or  we  may  hope, 
the  horizon  may  perhaps  be  now  illuminated  with  it's 
departing  beams.  I  will  yet  strive  to  be  full  of  hope ; 
though  in  some  passing  moments  of  dejection,  the  strain  of 
the  Florentine  poet,  in  all  it's  melancholy  harmony,  dwells 
'    upon  my  ear; 

Pensa,  eke  questo  di  max  non  raggiorna!  (A) 

But  let  us  still  contemplate  the  glory  which  was  cast 
mnnd  other  times.  I  will  therefore  conclude  this  letter,  bf 
complying  with  your  request,  in  oSnring  you  a  very  few 
ideas  on  the. cA»V/ Satirists  of  ancient. and  of  modern  fame* 
I  may  be  singular  perhaps;  but  if  I  exjcept  LuciLiu^, 
(who- is  known  to  us  only  by  detached  lines  and  short  pas« 
sages,}  in  my  opinion,  the  fulness  of  the  Satirical  ^ly  nevqf 
shone  bui  {fn^six-fozis : 

Quos  orbc  sub  omnt 
Jam  vix  septena  numerat  Sapientia'tmS. 

THe  character  of  EuciLius,  the  inventor  of  Satire,*was 

Itspccteil  by  Scipio  and  L«=lius  ;  and  they  were  his  friends; 

Poetastsil 
H)  Daote  Paradt 
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BoetasterSy  iiietorician(»  and  even  men  of  high  quality  ani 

o(  consular  rank,  were  often  the  subjects  of  bis  censure.    I 

know  not  what  a  modem  French  Directory  might  do  with  a 

man  of  liis  character ;    but  Lucilius  enjoyed  respect  and 

impunity   in    the   Roman  Republic.      Horace    in    the 

{loKtest  age»  under  the  despotism  of  AugusttiSy  insinuated 

himself  into  the  graces  of  the  Emperor:  yet  he  was  pecn. 

liarly  studious  to  mark  the  obnoxious,  foolish,  or  wicked 

vhanicters  of  his  age.     He  was  careful  not  to  be  misunderw 

Utood.    He  noted  the  name,  the  profession,  and  the  rank  <£ 

those  whom  he  devoted  to  undying  ridicule,  or  consigned 

Co  the  eternity  of  fame.     Augustus  and  Mascenas  well  knew 

the  value  of  -such  a  poet.    They  looked  to  the  stability  dE 

^vemment  and  to  the  empire  of  good  sense,  and  found  them 

intimately  connected  with  literature  and  poetry.     In  the 

time  of  Nero  and  Trajan,  Juvenal  ind  Persius  exerted  a 

ieverity    without  playfulness,   and  veiled    themselves    in 

obscurity,  yet  without  being  misunderstood.    Tbey  applied 

directly  and  irresistibly  to  the  inmost  feelings  of  the  heart, 

callous  and  depraved  as  it  was.    The  writers  were  either 

tpared  or  neglected;  but  their  works  were  ^dmired,  and 

circulated.  I  know  the  person  to  whom  I  am  now  addressing 

myself  too  well,  to  enter  into  a  criticism  on  Horace,  Ju« 

venal,    or    Persius;     Mr.   Dryden    indeed    has    done   hr 

already. 

An  interval  of  ages  passed,  dark  and  barbarous.  The 
power  of  Satire,  in  its  full  and  legitimate  strength,  was 
never  again  felt  till  the  reign  of  Louis  the  fourteenth  of 
France.  Then  appeared  a  Poet,  second  to  none  of  hit 
predecessors.  A  philosopher  without  being  wordy,  the 
irieod  of  '•esae  and  of  vinue,  a  gentleman  in  principle^ 

independent 
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IpdepeuJent'  m  kpirit»    and  fearless  of  enemies^  hofweW 

powerful  from  their  malignity  or  formidable  from  their  rank* 

This  extraordinary  man  was  Boileau.  If  I  am  not  deceived, 

there  is  something  in  all  his  compositions  so  finished^  so 

yemoved  from  conceit  and  forced  thought;  there  is  such  aa 

JDrdem  zeal  for  propriety  in  sentiment  and  in  expression; 

.«nch  a  sense  of  the  dignity  of  the  human  character,  when 

imdelSased;  such  a  hatred  of  hypocrisy;  such  a   love  of 

yurity;  such  an  abhorrence  of  all  profaneness  and  inde- 

jccncy,  and  even  of  indelicacy ;   that  I  am  not  able  to  name 

Js  mm  whose  works,  as  a  poet  and  a  critic^  ipay  be  read 

-snd  studied  with  equal  advantage.     Even  his  compliments, 

though  rather  lofty»  to  Louis  the  fourteenth  are  all  con* 

iC;eived  in  the  language  of  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  genius, 

ivho  feels  that  he  is  conferring  honour,  not  receiving  it. 

The  majesty  of  the  French  monarch,  in  that  cultivated  ag6, 

was  surely  as  worthy  of  homage  as  the  deiiy  of  the  Roman 

Augustus. 

To  read  the  works  of  BoiLEAU  with  full  advan^ 
t^p,  some  accuracy  of  knowledge,  and  some  insight' 
into  the  delicacy  of  the  ancient  French  language  arft 
required.  I  call  their  language  ancient^  which  exijSted 
lefore  the  revolution,  for  I  scarce  understand  the  modera 
democratic  jargon-  **  Grave  virus  munditias  pepuiitJ'  It 
is '  also  necessary  to  have  a  perception  of  the  peculiar  cast 
of 'the  French  poetry,  and  of  the  construction  of  the  verse* 
An  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  language  itself,  which 
is  not  poetical  as  contradistinguished  to  prose,  but  forcible, 
terse»  and  well  adapted  to  the  condensation  of  satirical 
cxjpression.  As  a  writer,  I  think  him  original.  What  hz 
kas  borrowed^  he  almost  seems  to  have  xeitorcd  to  it's 
V  t  propipr 
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ptoper  place;  He  alternately  assumes  tlie  cHaracters  of 
the  three  great  Romans;  and  maintain^ ''air  *'h6fi6urable 
contest  for  the  mastery.  Equal  to  either- of  them  taken 
fingly;  and*  in  the  merit  of  composition^/ sometimes- their 
superior.  He  is  Ihenr  true  and  lawful  bi"Othtff  ;*  there  is  a 
fraternal  league  between  them,  which  no  frfend  to  'good 
literature,  good  poetry,  «nd  good  m'tnhersi  •WiH'-evcrstiflRfr 
lobebroken.-  ■.:-'-i'    '/:'        v  . ■■•■!f^a  fo  1  ■••-: 

Nearly  at  the  same  period^  after  soine  mompnliary 'gTc3(m^ 

*  -  ■  V."  .        ■  '■«  '  "*'*"•  •hi*.**  ^■i4*'^,"  ]g 

arid  strong  (lashes  in  the  horizon.  Satire  arose'  ip  Ehglana. 

"When  I   name  15)ryden,    I   comprehend    every    varieS ' 
excellence  of  our  poetry /    In*' harmouv,  stMi^h*,  ihoaii- 
lation,  rythm,  energy,  he' iBrst  displayed  tVe  ftiH  power  of 
the  English  language.     My  business'with  him  at  pfesenitV  it 
•nly  as  a  Satirist ;  I  will  be  brief,  for  I  ip6i\Lt6^i\ie  intelli- 
gent.    He  was  the  first  poet'  who  brou^t  to  'peife<itiori, 
vhat    1  would  term,  "  The  Allegory  dfSitii'e;"  'F^ables 
indeed,    and  apologues,    and    romances,    have '1)6611  the 
inost  arifc'ifeAt  modes  of  reproof  and  censure/*  It^as'tTie 
peculiar  '  Happiness    of "  D'ryden '  to '  give  afr  'etcnial '  sense 
and  imei'est  Vo  subjects  whifcfc'*ar<5  tranihory-^'"  He -placed 
his  scene  on  the  ground  of  acViial" history.     The  "reader  of 
every  age  has  an  interest  ii'the  delineation  d^  characters 
^  names,  which  have  been  familiar  to  him  from  his  ear- 
liest years.  ^  He  i^  already^  prepared,*  and-fedi  a  predilection 
for  the 'slibject.     Thk  aMfcommodation  of'^anciem  charac- 
^to  existing  pertoii^  has  a  petuliar  foKe-hfthb  age  to 
^Kch  "it-'if  addressed;  and  posterity  reads'  with  delight  a 
poem  -fouHSed  on  priiiii^  story,   and  illustrated  by  the 


^ords  df  modem  times* 
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Drydcn's  power  of  Satire  has  been  generaUy  acl^notir* 
Jedgcd  in  iu3  MacoFlecknoe ;  but  his  master-piece  is  th^c 
vrp^^crful  Ukji  unequalled  performance*  Absalom  and 
•Acbitophcl.  He. presents  to  us  an, heroic  subject  in  heroic 
jiumbers»  a  weU-constructed.all^ory,  and  a  forcible  ^pcal 
IP  our  )>^ iqfliiigs  /^pd  passions,  ^c  paints  th^  horrors  oi 
-fjftBffisi^yt  ae^pQy.TeJbellion,  jand  democracy^  with  the 
pencil  of  Dante,  or  of  Michael  Angelo;  and  he. gives  tl^ 
speeches  of  his  heroes  with  the  strength,  propriety,  and 
correctness  of  Virgil.  It  is  ^tire  in  it's  highest  form;  but 
ijL  is  satire  addressed  to  the  few.  ft  is  not  adapted  to  the 
^general  effect  pf  this  specie^  of  poetry.  In  niy  opinion, 
pry4en  fias  not  tlie  style  andmanner  of  Horace,  or  Juvenal» 
flr  Persi^s,  Of  £oileau«  Pope  called  him  unhappy^ 
iroja  the,  looseness,  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  has 
cutbusiasnii  majesty,  seriousness,  severity,  gravity,  strength 
pf,  (^pQceptipn,  .9pd  boldness  qf  imagery.  But  sprightliness, 
^jgajety,  an  easy  badinage,  an  occfisipnal  playfulness,  so  ne- 
^jpessfuy.ito  ^he  general  eSect  of  satirical  poetry,  were  all 
^WViti^  ^  hijpf  .Perhaps  bis.^^i)ii|s  was  too  sublime.  He 
.Cpu)di]iot»  Qjr  Ifc  would  no^,  de'iycen^  to  the  minutiae  whiqh 
ijare  oftoj^  required,  to  the  a^ecdotes,  .?jnd  the  p^ssinjf  traits  of 
^thetimq.  I^is  s^ireba4  an  ^fgi^inal.  character.  It  was  tl^e 
strain  of. i^jcchik^chus  sounding  from.  t(ie  lyre  of  Alcaeus. 

:  Th£  SuTifiand  last  pi. this. immortal  JB^oihejcbood,  \n 
thcfulneM't^f'tiine^  aind  ia.^be  mat^^ity  of  ,p<>ep(9al  ipovfcjr, 

ocame  Pope.  AH  that  vias  ;>vaiuangt  to  his  .ijji^sirio^  ^^e- 
decesabr  found  (ts  coQSi)iiii9a)ti^  ^n  the  genius,  ki^oyf^ejijge, 

L  correct,  scnte,  and  condensation  pf  thought  .imd^;(pr|:ssiop, 
which  distinguish  this  poet.  Tl^e  tenpur.pf  l^is  lifp  w^s 
peculiarly  favourable  to  his  of&ce.    He  \i^&  first  cultivated 

*     -    u  1  J  all 
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tU  tbe  jOowoy  0rou«4s,>ci{  poetry.  He  bad  ciccellqdjfw 
dcscrjptioPt  in  pouHpnili,  rip  the  pa^ouc,  and  ia  gemral 
cjci/^^iifi^ ;  aod  be  liad  gii^ta  m  fipgU^h  fixiit^ncc  in  perpc*- 
tuity  to  the  Father  pf  ^ll  po^i^y.  Thus  :hw«uredt  and  yfkh 
these  pretensions,  he  left  them  all  for  that  excellence,  for  which 
the  maturity  of  his  takiit^  and  his  jadgttient  so  eminently 
designed  him.  Familiar'With  the  great^  fnti^nate  with  the 
.polite,  graced  by  the  att^tflSons'of  the  fdit^  admired  by  the 
learned,  a  favourite  wij^h  the  nation,  independent  in  an 
acquired  opulence,  the  honourable  product  of  his  genius 
and  industry ;  the  companion  of  persons  distinguished  for 
birth,  high  fashion,  rank,  wit,  or  virtue,  and  resident  in  the 
center  of  all  public  information  and  intelligence;  every 
avenue  to  knowledge  and  every  mode  of  observation  were 
open  to  his  curious,  prying,  piercing,  and  unwearied  intel- 
lect. His  works  are  ao  generally  xead  and  studied,  that  I 
should  not  merely  fatigue,  but  I  should  almost  insult  you 
by  such  a  needless  disquisition* 

As  a  disciple  of  these  great  masters,  and  full  of  that  spirit 
which  an  unbroken  and  an  honourable  intimacy  with  their 
works  has  inspired,  I  now  present  myself  a  Votary  at  their 
temple ;  and  in  some  measure  clothed  in  the  robes  of  their 
hereditary  priesthood,  I  would  also  enter^  and  offer  my  obla* 
tion  at  the  high  altar  of  my  country.  But  if,  unworthy  of  this 
hallowed  investment  and  interior  ministry,  the  door  of  the 
sanctuary  is  closed  upon  me ;  I  shall  retire  without  a  mur-* 
mur,  and  with  devotion  unimpaired  worship  in  the  vestibule. 
Yott  can  best  judge  of  my  motives,  who  have  known  most 
intimately  the  nature  and  extent  of  my  studies,  solitary  so  long 
ii^^fir  acquirement,  and  now  public  at  last  in  their  applica. 
tion  and  in  their  end.    Wiih  a  necessary  indulgence  for  all 

C  2  my 
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4iiy  fraitlies,  viecsf  error$i '  folllw,  and  i]kiperFection9»  and 
with  the  paitiaKty  of  frmidisbip,  •yoiH'i  and.such  as  you»  may 
l^rhaps  allow  m^fty^pply^oM^H^tft  With  soitie  little  varia* 
tiofi,  the  wofdl^f  thie  mostfeVVid  poet,  of  antiquity:^  • 

Non  tenues  ignavo  pollice  chordas 
.    .  PulsQ^  ffii  Aurunti  reaidens  in  roargine  teipplt 
Audax  maguorum'  tumulis  adcanio  Magistrum- 

.1  ani/j'&c.  &c. 
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Audaci  quicunque  afflate  Cracino, 
IratuA  Eupolidem  prvgraiidi  cum  sene  pallet, 
jlxpice  et  k^c^  si  forte  uli^id  decoct ims  mmdit  % 
ladc  vaporatA  lector  loiki  ferveat  aure. 

PS&S.  fAT.  I. 
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THE  PREFACE 

TOf  THE   FIRST   DIALOGUEC*) 


OF     THE 


PtTRSUITS  Oli*  LITERATURE. 


1  H  £  imparlance  of  the  subject  of  this  Poem,  and  the 
necessity  of  such  ^ui  appeal  to  the  kingdom  at  this  tinu^ 
are  the  best  reasons  which  I  can  offer  for  it's  publication* . 
But  in  regard  to  the  various  matters  which  are  considered 
in  the  following  composition*  I  recommend  to  my  readers 
a,  passage  from  a  collection  of  the  most  pleasing  and 
iaforraing  treatises  in  natural  philosophy  which  I  ever  read». 
or  I  believe  ever  were  written;  I  mean  the  Chemical, 
Eisays  by  Dr.  Watson,  the  present  Bishop  of  Landaff.  [b) 
Tlie  parage  is  this;  J«  Sir. Isaac  NewtOA  and  Dn  Bentley 

C4:     I     1  ••met^ 

(i»)  FiTsft  pfiiitet!  ih  May  V794V   "'        '     .     * 
(i)  Vol.  4«  p.  25. 


C  4'*  } 
c&ihdcnftic  deleglftes,  of  of  societies  in  open  deiianee  of 
cUablished  authority  in  regalated  empires.  Ther^  is  dark- 
liefts  mixed  witK  fire,  aiid  v6l\xmt^'6f  sttloke  are'  r6irin|/ 
^ofD  the  mouth  of  the  cavern.  I  love  no  atheist  FnShe^ 
Bishops,  nor  nn&ocked  gnuniiiariaitt  iii  Englsind.  Horne 
Tooke  is  still  Irving,^^  and  Edmwid  Burke  b  no  riior^.  Sol 
occubuit!  I  hope  Mr.  Pitt  will  assure  us  of  the  old 
progidy;  '"^  Nox  nmlla  secuca  est  !^' 

.  We  must  n^w  all  assist  in  our  various  ca^cities.  and 
feet  and  act  as  publick  men.  In  times  like  these  we  may 
assume  a.virtue,  a  character,  a  courage,  and  a  firmness, 
not  originally  our  own.  I  protest  I  have  no  private 
animosity  in  my  nature ;  but  I  coibe  forth  (boldly  enough, 
1  will  confess,  but  as  I-  ought  to  do)  in  behalf  of  my 
country,  her  literature,  her  laws,  her  religion,  and  her 
government.  Nor  would  I  publish  this  satirical  Poem, 
but  from  a  full  conviction  qf  it's  tendency  to  promote  the 
public  welfare,  in  its  degree  and  according,  to  it's  subject, 
when  it  is  (if  it  ever  shpuld  be)  studied  mi  considered 
vitb  impartiality. 


li-iitt^ 


.  *  •- .  •  >.<•.  •«»  ^^,, 
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PURSUITS  OF  LITERATUR]^ 

A    SATIRICAL    POEM. 


DIALOGUE   THE    FIRST.(tf) 
tneiuvt  nMCf  altom  Sxtixa  suMENts  cothuknum? 

Not    lUIMAtr  VAttI  l(ij' 

THE  AUTHOR  AND  OGTAVIUS. 

THE  AUTHOR. 
1 WKO  once  deeni'd  my  race  of  labour  nm, 

J 

And  camps,  and  courts^  and  crowds,  and  senate;  shun. 
Still  to  the  public k  iraise  a^  venal  voice^ 
In  the  full  freeddte  of  a  Britbn^s  choice, 
Througbtracts  aloft  on  dSring  pinions  rove, 
WheFe*er  l?y  duty  borne,  or  lediby  love. 

-  (af  first  piiblisbcd  iq  May  179+, 

(i)  JiSf^^Siut'. ^'*  • 
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Yet  not  unconscious  of  thi^  awful  age, 
I  mark  what  new  conflicting  Sophists  rage, 
Sq)hlitijJirHo  laugh  ta-6c!orn  tF^  "aVengiiig  iW, 
And  hurl  defiance  to  th^  throne  of  God  ; 
Shake  pestilence  abroad  with  maddening  sweep, 
And  grant  no  pause— but  everlasting  sleep !  (c) 
Blood -guiltiness  their  crimen  with  hell  they  cope : 
No  flesh,  no  spirit  bow  must  rest  in  hope. 
But  under  foliage  dark,   and  cypres?  glpoqi, 
The(  Jj  sculptured  mock*ry  marks  and  seals  the  tomb^ 

New  lights  on  all,'  but  on  the  poeti  rise;  ' 
Still  can  he  smile,  and  with  no  murm'ring  sighs 
Can  own  well-pleas*d,,  that  ji^ze;  the  meanest  Bard, 
Bavius,  (^)  or  Maro,  finds  the  same  regard.  20 

(r)  This  alludes  Co  the  French  decree  which  in  1793  abo- 
lished, ly  law,  a  futurity  of  existence.  Impiity  and  absurdity 
are  the  natural  consequences  of  their  principles. 

{d)  The  Freqch  hzyjt^so  Jecreuif  that  In  every  churcfaryard 
trees  shall  be  planted,  and  the  figure  of  sleep  erected  pointing 
to  the  tombs  ;  and'  thir  sliep  tlity.  de&te  xo  be  eternal.  N.  B. 
This  was  the  fact,  when  ihh  First  Part  of  the  Pursuits  of 
Literature  wzn  first  publi<^H^  in  May  ijg^^^-ml%  iiigj  be  so  agaii^ 
or  may  be  sp  at  this  momeqt,  1^119!^^ 
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Not  as  Maccnasonce  with  partial  ray  '   . 
•  Illum'd  the'Vising  glories  of  h\i  day;  J 

Whose  orb  the-Mahtiua*  plaihd 'Son*  would  warm. 
Or  beam  propitious  on  the  Sabine  farm. 

r  r 

-■  .*     ■ 

OCTAVIUS. 

Why  should  you  write  ?  the  world  is  now  so  fickle, 
Scarce  is  j?l;erc  room  for  Sheridan  {e)  and  Tiekcll ;  (/) 

.'''''     ■  '"»-And 

(i)  The  iiaifie  iujggesVs^the  libhourablc  mcntiolifof  a*pocm 
lately  published,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Baviad,**  or  an 
Imitation  of  the  first  Satire  of  Per>iu5.  Qu^  tibi^  quae  tali  reddam 
fro  carmmi  ^a?— Though  the  iauthor' professed  to  be  cbnvirtant 
only  among;  the  sieeJkfoUs  at  pres^rft,  he  threatens  a  descent 
upon  the  riobler  'u)d  more  rtluctani  *  animals,  I  f  tHit  be  a  first 
prodnctiOn/tbe  pbM  must  pro<^eed' with  the  conscfoosnesa  of 
2;cnius:  he  hu  the  groand  work  of  all  excellence,  good  sense, 
aad  a  kncrwfedge  of  just  and  harmonfious  expression.  He  hat 
divulged  'hir'«aitie  imjirudentfyi  Such  compositions  require 
sfcreiy  for' their  effect;  especially  ff  they  are  pubii«hcd  at  an 
early  perioil  lof  life,'  and  still  more  if  the  poet  cdlmnences  hig 
career  with  SatiW;  Mr.  Pope  suffered  •*  pure  disscription  to 
•«  hold  the  place  of  sense"  for  a  long  time,  before  he  took  hit 
proper  station.  The  author  of  The  Baviad  has  taken  some 
pleasant  trouble  off  my  hands.  The  Albums,  the  Laura-Marias, 
the  Jemingharas,  Antony  Pasquih^;  Mary  Robinsons,;  Piozzis 
and  Bozzi*8 ;  the-  w  PhiUidas,  Hypsipilas,  vatum  et  plonbilc  a* 
*'  quid/'     Unfortunately  there  lire  too  many  left.    (1794.)     '- 
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And  though  in  tone^onoroiis,  blithe  or  grand. 
The  loud  LauroptiqA  (  g)  truppet  thix^ught  tjbe  lan^ 
^oimd  Pitt,  aod.  Pretty  man,  dx^d  Rose,  mdlRjoiihi 
With  strength  .of  |fti^t;er3  but  Me^ntian  soul :;  3^9 
The  Doctor  may  for  Fox  and  Portland  (i)  vouch. 
With  spectacles  on  npfe,  (it)  but  empty  pouch. 

Why 


■    (f)*  R.  B.  Shcri^aV,  Esq :   M  P.  I  am  sorry  to  say  of  this 

\^fXMniiHa}y  man,  that  in  the  realms  of  wit  and  humoar  he  is 
now  silent.    *'  Vnus  sceptra  potitus^  eadem  aliis  sopitu*  quiete 
,y  c^tj"  ;  Why  is  it.so-?  Politics  are  transitory;  wit  is  eterjial. 

(/)  S^nce  .this  was  .wriaeo,  the  pub^lic  has  lost  this  very 

ingenious  man.    He  was  tbe  happiest  of  apy  occ^iipqal  writ/^r 

lin  hisdaf:  happy  alike  in  the  subject  .and  in  the  (^xeoition  of 

.  it,    I  mention  with  pleaf  lire  <*  Anticipation,  the  Wreath  of 

/*  Fashion,  &r.  ^c.  &r**  apd  I  wish  to  preserve  the  name  and 

:*r«m^ft)brance  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Tickell.  Poets  and  ingenious 

•mepf  wiM  write  on  occasional  subjects  with  great  ability,  ai:e 

.too  cfften.lou  in  the  most  undeserv^  o^Uvioa.    But  we  must  ^ 

.ftcolLeot,  that  even  sacfa  a  poem  as  ^*  The  Absalom  and 

^  Aohitopher*  of  Drydeo  himaelf  (in  my  oginion,  his  greaten 

frodiiction)  was  but  ikciii/mm/,  ^nd  mriwn/or  a^art^f. 


(f )  It  is  hardly  nfCCMary  to  remind  the  reader  of  (he  poHticaL 
'compositioii  of  the  BoUiad  and  the  Probationary  Odes  by  Dr. 
Lauraac;e  ^nd  Company,  (x 794*) 


Why  mqst^  task  ifei^v^  ■Cotttau  jrinre  hw...  i  t : 

■'■•^•■"  .-A^UTHO-R.'     . 

Eorpyr ine:  aU  conspire  to  waste  my  time  ; 
Languor,  and  cue,  andy6litu4?a^d  rhyme :    '   '    ^ 
Now  wbile^eaeh  Sage^  to  fame  and  science  knowOf 
Or  leaves  the  field  of  life,  or  listless  grown. 
Reviews  his  trophies  with  an  idle  pride,  (kj 
Sick  of  the  dunces  rising  at  his  side.  40 

:..'..'     If 

(i).I  know.Qot  for  wjiotnitbe  Dodor  will  »Sfo  youcb;  I  am 
sot  called  upon  to^  vouch  fnc  Ibe  Poecpr.  ( 1 79^ ) 
*^  Maoners  with  fbit«iicsv' humourt  turn  withxlimes, 
**  Tf  aets  whh  books,  anid  j^hciples  with  time*.''      . 

(4f)  Sbal^^p^nre  sayi,  <<  Wi(h,  lyqqtaclqi  on  ane.aodpQUclt.on 
*•  fide.'*  I,a0i,apfiifeitfed,«iraply  to  a<Jaiirc.Doctoi:.  Lawrence's 
ipectadet,  but  I  have  ventured  tp  qualify  bis  pouich.— I  wrf>te 
thkip.>79V'r-I^pctpr8^P|nn^ns  and  t))r  Howe  of  Copnmoni 
.aie  recQjnmejndfed  ii^  all  the  d^^ronic  cases  of  the  dtjicleni 
crmoio^  ifxii^  are  ^ound  to.he  exceJlentres{orative8.Ji798)« 

(i)  T  allude  t6  sttl^  pubilei(!l<^ni'M;  '<  Pfoae  on  leveral  occa- 
**  f iont,  ''Itcompitnied  by  iome-Piec^  iti  ^Vtne.  By  George 
«  Cokuan,  (Senior)."*'  Ith'rnk,  however,  that  itiis-a  provident 
wifdom  iii  men  of  great  abilities,  like  Mr.  C6lmanj-  to^ollect 
and  publish  what  they  wish  to  deliver  to  poattrity  ai^i#ir  mbmt. 
Posthumoui  works  accxarriy  <Q.he  considered  in  that  li^hr. 


If  I  maf^mtki  let  Jinkh\it^l^t^^ 
He  writes  ony^-tltui^if  hat  on  QOtJbiiig^'well;    -   '  ^ 

Who 

(/)  Proteus  Priestlcyi-^TSic'ls  k^e  licry  materia)  difference 
between  this  Proteus  and  his  namesake  of  antiquity.  Of  the 
latter  if,  if  nrctordcd/Shw  rilnovaibthtUit:p«Rpts^i^:noicour 
Proteus  gives  ^f  precept  ppon.  prepept,  line  u^on  Vipc;  here.a 
**  little  and*  there  a  Iftffe;'*  and'ls  cdntrnuatly"o5(ruding  Av 
owcikr  upon  rtq  public,  .without  ^oy  :rt«|*ff4»'wJrti»JIf  .vpnh 
every  subject  which  can,  oi*  which. cannot  beiinown.  1  believe 
that  Dr.  Pricstrey  would  "dlspufe  Very  ihielUgi^fy' bp6h  the 
famous  Ge^itiaiijc  questio!ni;.f^^t|:am  Chtmflrrf:;^<^f»l»f^in 
*^  vacuo  possit  fzomedere  secundas  intentiones." 

As  to  Dr.  Priestley's  A'/«g--i////>^  wishes  and  oplhfons  take  a 
few  words:  "  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  situation  of 
•*  things  was  such^  that  the  sektfnce  (of  death  on  Charles 
••  thcF?fW)  could  fiot  'be 'pa49<ed'^  Mr  who&e  wJwriot*,  or 

**  their  REPRB«^NTATtV^Ss;  '^JMII^'ASSBMlX.VVfytrirAttrTlttf- 

**  /w«i'-*  rPrioilJcy  on  GovetrnnfeaCt^p.  39.  Are,  ,thp.iw^rd»  and 
the  meaning.pUin:^ ..  How  ff^}\9t  l^ij  Keverefid  P^BH^/l^^*'^'  ^ 
the  National  Convention  of  France  have  exulted  on  tne-aist  of 
January,  1793  ! ! !  The  D^^ti^j  liowevcr;  b&fd  th^'wtsdom  of 
the  serjiitnt  \ti  not  taking  his  sea^^'-tKb^h-becoaM  noV  aisurhe 
the  inn6<?6A'c\<'of  thc.i/(Wf.  '  •  '!•     ■     *      T  jjil  ,ir.      v-,». 

The  late  Mr.  Gibbon  well  'yridcntood'Dr;^' Priestley's 
character  and  opinions,  and  expressed  oTmsefr  sVrbngf}^  on  thslt 
subject. *  No  mail  ot  cfiscernm'cht'''can *scc'Yhcir  otrccfViw^^^ 
but^  wttH  reprobatiOh,'  and.  sometimes  f^^te^^^itj^ut^iear^^nd 
horror !  ( 1 794)y-*!^Lord  Sheffield  has  lafely  .pjublj$l)f d  ^;%.  .cor- 
respoodencr. between^  Mr,Oi  and  Pr.  P.  in  the  iirstyj^lume  of 
Mr.  Gibbon's  Pbsthumotitf  Works,  .410.  TJh^c.  je^.tpi^ai:?  not 
tnwortby  of  attention.  (1796).      :■      v  '  <' '       I 

§  Virg.  Cf^rc^  L.^ 
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Vfhoi  ^  the  daemon  of  the  day  decrees;        ^  ^<  -  ^ ;  ^-r 
Air,  books^  or  witer  makes  with  equal  ease. 
May  not  I  strive  amid  this  motley  throngs 
All  pale  and  pensive  as  I  muse  along? 

OCTAVIUS. 

Say,  would  yoiir  thought  to  Homer'i^  pomp  aspire; 
Or  wake  to  loftiest  rapture  Pindar's  (m)  lyre  ? 


(«)  Pindar's  Lyre.— In  this  verse  I  speak  of  the  gr^t  Thcban  t 
bat  there  is  an  obscure  person,  stiling  himself  Peter  Pindar,  of 
whom  I  shall  say  a  few  words.  This  man  certainly  possesses  a 
i&indby  no  means  uninformed,  land  a  species  of  humour;  but  it 
is  exhausted  by  a  repictitioxi  of  the  same  mftnneir,  and  nearly  the 
same  ideas,  even  to  disgust*  He  has  the  power  of  rhyming  ludi« 
crously,  and  is  sometimes  even  gifted  with  poetry ;  and  BnaUy^ 
be  is  puffed  up  with  a  vanity  and  self-conceited  importances^ 
almost  without  a  parlsllel.  This  obscure  man  has  contrived,  by 
these  qualifications^  to  thrust  himself  upon  the  public  notice^ 
and  become  the  scorn  of  every  man  of  character  and  of  virtue* 
Such  is  the  blasphemy^  such  is  the  impiety,  the  obscenity,  the 
impudence,  and  the  contempt  of  all  decent  respect,  which  per* 
vade  his  numerous  pamphlets  in  verse,  that  the  reader  is  ill 
repaid  by  the  lively  sallies  of  humour  which  frequently  animate 
this  mass  of  crudities.  I  form  my  judgment  from  his  works^ 
aad  nbl  from  any  acquaintance  whatever  with  the  man. 

D  Yet 
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Go  then  and  view,  since  closed  his  cloister'd  day^ 
The  self-supported  melancholy  Gray :  («)  50 

Dark 


Tct  I  hear  that  **  he  breathes  a  warm  constitutional  spirit,'* 
because  forsooth  he  hat  told  us,  in  some  trumpery  ode,  of  the 
necessity  6f  a  kiug^  or  a  Ug^  •r  a  nmil;  after  he  has  perpetually 
re? iled  and  held  up  to  scorn  every  master  principle,  by  which 
government  and  society  are  maintained.  I  will  not  waste  a 
verse  on  such  a  character;  but  say  honestly  and  plainly,  that 
though  I  cat)  oftea  smile,  and  sometimes  be  pleased,  with  the 
^^lfloor  and  the  manner,  yet  I  think  I  perceive  such  a  rooted 
depravity  and  malignity  of  heart  that,  from  the  consideration  of 
bis  works,  I  can  affirm  almost  unequivocally  of  this  obscure 
flQani  in  the  words  of  the  severest  writer  of  antiquity, 

Stupet  hie  vitio,  et  fibris  increvit  opimiim 
Pingue,  caret  culpa,  aescit  quid  perdat,  et  alto 
Demersusi  summa  rursum  aon  bullit  in  unda  f  • 

N.  B.  This  man's  works  (now  published)  amount  in  value Xq 
iboyc/our guineas;  but  we  are  informed  that  a  set  may  be  had  for 

TWO  GUINEAS  AND  A  HALF  It?  4TO,    Or    for  TWO   GUINEAS  IQ 

four  volumes  8vo !!!-— What  an  inducement  to  a  purchaser! 
(1794).— Posterity  (if  it  can  be  supposed  that  such  trash  should 
cx'ist)  will  be  astonished,  that  the  present  age  could  loo^  with 
patience  on  such  malignant  ribaldry, 

(»)  This  character  of  Mr.  Gray  is  drawn  from  the  conside* 
i^lioa  of  his  Memoirs  and  Letters,  published  by  Mr.  MasoB« 

f  Fers.  Sat«3«  v«33v 
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I)irk  was  his  mom  of  life,  and  bleak  the  springs 
Without  one  fost'ring  ray  from  Britain's  king  i  (««) 
Granta's  dull  abbots  cast  a  side^'long  glance^ 
And  Levite  gownsmen  hugg'd  their  ignorance  : 
With  his  high  spirit  strove  the  master  bard. 
And  was  his  own  exceeding  great  teward.  (0) 

Saw  you  not  Mason  stand  with  down-cast  eye. 
While  great  Augustus  pass'd  unconscious  by  ?X/) 

*TiU 

(nn)  If  1  have  read  Mr,  Gray's  Letters  rightly,  1  bclicrfe  he 
Neither  sought  nor  wished  for  royal  favour.  I  wishi  however, 
that  it  had  been  offered  to  the  first  poet  and  the  first  scholar  o£ 
the  age. 

Mr.  Gray  rose  and  shone  forth,  in  the  fall  brightness  of 
his  genius,  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Second*  He  was 
appointed  Professor  of  Modern  History  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge^  late  in  life,  by  the  Duke  of  Grafbn  the  Chancellory 
at  the  particular  recommendation  (as  it  was  strongly  believedJt 
of  Mr.  Stonehcwer.  Mr.  Gray  however  was  promoted  (i£ 
the  appointment  can  be  called  a  promotion  for  such  a  man]  aa 
the  reign  of  GaoacB  thb  Thied. 

{0)  **  I  am  thy  exceeding  great  reward.** 

Genesis^  c.i;.  v.  1; 

(/)  The  discernment  of  his  Majesty  GioacB  thb  Thiko 
in  poetical  merit,  is  acknowledged  in  the  patronage  of  Dr., 
Beattie,  Author  of  The  Minstrel,  and  of  Mr.  Cowper,  Author 
of  The  Task.     Mn  Mason  must  have  been  overlooked  for  • 

D  a  particular 


t  ^  1 

'Till  wrapt  in  terrors  of  avenging  night. 

He  starts  Macgreggor  (j)  with  dilated  might.     60 

Have  you  not  seen  neglected  Penrose  (r)  bloom> 
Then  sink  unhojiour'd  in  a  vill^e  tomb  ? 
Content  a  curate's  humble  path  he  trod. 
Now,  with  the  poor  in  spirit,  rests  with  God. 

To 

particular  reason.  I  shrewdly  suspect  that  Mr.  Stonchewcr  (the 
coftimon  friend  of  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Mason)  could  account 
for  it.    (1794). 

(f )  See  the  Heroic  Epistle  to  Sir  Will  tarn  Chambers,  and  the 
Heroic  Postcript  to  the  Public,  by  Malcohn  Macgregor,  Esq.' 
A  friend  of  mine  has  assured  me  that  I  am  wrong  in  this  conjec- 
ture; and  I  must  own  that  the  Epistle  to  Shebbeare,  and  the 
Dean  and  the  Squire,  attributed  to  the  same  author,  have  some- 
what diminished,  but  not  destroyed,  my  confidence  in  it's 
probability  (<7),  The  abilities  of  great  men  are  generally  versatile. 

As  I  have  written  the  lines,  they  shall  continue  to  stand 
as  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  a  man,  from  whose  acknowledged 
poetry  I  have  received  much  delight.  The  strains  of 
Musacus,  and  the  Druid  minstrells  have  still  their  charms;  and 
he  must  have  cold  feelitigs  who  cannot  be  moved  by  the  sim- 
plicity of  Elfrida.  The  English  Garden,  though  with  a  few 
faults,  deserves  thethanksof  every  admirer  of  our  national  tastc« 

(1794).     See  the  Fourth  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L,  (1798). 

-■- 

(a)  The  papers  of  the  late  Lord  Orford  (Horace  Walpole)  may 
possibly  throw  some  light  on  this  subject.     (March  1798). 


r  53  ] 

To  worth  untitled  would  your  fanqr  turn  ? 
The  Muse  all  friendless  wept  o'er  Mickle's  (T)urn : 
Mickle,   who  bade  the  strong  poetic  tide 
Roll  o'er  Britannia's  shores  in  Lusitanian  pride, 

AUTHOR. 

...  ^ 

Then  I  must  suit  the  temper  of  these  times. 
Degraded  now  to  mere  historic  rhymes ;  yg 

And  last  be  hail'd  in  some  sagacious  page. 
The  finest,  brightest  poet  of  the  age; 
And  that  with  grave  solemnity  so  sad. 
Faith,  tis  enough  to  m:^ke  poor  Hayley  (/)  mad. 

No: 

(f )  See  the  Flights  of  Fancy,  4to,  by  Thomas  Penrose,  Curate 
of  Newbury,  Berks.  The  names  of  the  poems  alluded  to  are 
these,  The  Helmets,  The  Carousal  of  Odin,  and  Madness.--^ 
He  published  these  himself,  and  no  more;  and  I  speak  of  these. 
No  author  should  be  judged  for  posthumous  works,  published  ^ 
friends^  except  he  ordered  them  to  be  published  after  his  decease. 

(#)  William  Julius  Mickle,  a  man  of  genius,  and  of  great 
poetical  powers.  He  translated  the  Lusiad  of  Camoens  in  a  free 
paraphrastic  manner,  but  with  the  spirit  of  an  original  poet.  I 
aerer  could  account  for  the  neglect  of  so  very  poetical  a  workj, 

j^]  /20^/r^.— -Piger  scribendi  ferre  laborem, 

Scribendi  recti ,  nam  nt  multum  nil  moron  f 

^  Hor,  I.  L.  I.  Sat.  4.  r*  i%% 

T>\  Tilt 


i 
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No :  thoiigh  in  vain  I  may  attempt  to  please^ 
rU  write  with  learning  what  I  think  with  case. 

What  ?i— firomthcMuse,by  rrjjft/^^/i/w/Vstealth,  (v) 

Must  I  purloin  her  native  sterling  wealth? 

In 

The  notes  which  Mr,  Hayl^y,  vho  is  ^  very  ingenious  man 
and  a  pleasing  scholar^  has  written  on  his  various  poems  are 
Tery  amusing,  and  not  unfrequendy  afford  much  instruction* 
Had  he  but  learned  the  art  of  blotting,  he  might  possibly  have 
attained  considerable  eminence,  and  preserved  it.  But  as  he  is  in 
general  too  feeble,  tedious,  and  insufferably  prolix,  {une  beutiqug 
de  verbiage)  consequently,  &c:  &c.  See  Horace,  who  has 
pronounced  an  irreversible  sentence  on  all  such  persons  stiling 
themselves  poets,  however  voluminous  their  works  may  be. 

(v)  See  *^  The  Botanic  Garden  and  the  Loves  of  the  PlantSu 
««  by  Dr.  Darwin.''  I  wish  men  would  peruse  the  treatise  dc 
Causis  Corruptae  £loquentiae,  {a)  before  they  attempt  by  pretti- 
Besses,  glittering  words,  points,  conceits,  and  forced  thoughts, 
to  sacrifice  propriety  and  just  imagery  to  the  rage  of  mere 
aovelty.  This  will  always  be  the  case,  when  writers  in  prose» 
or  verse,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  Sancho's  phrase  a  little 
metaphorically)  **  want  better  bread  than  is  made  of  wheat." 
Modern  ears  are  absolutely  dtbauchid  by  such  poetry  as  Dr, 
Darwin's,  which  marks  the  decline  of  simplicity  and  true  taste 
in  this  country.  It  is  to  £ngland,  what  Seneca's  prose  was  tq 
Kome :  Abundat  dulcibus  vitiis.  {i) 

Dryden  and  Pope  are  the  standards  of  excellence  in  thia 
•pecies  of  writing  in  our  languagei  and  when  young  minds 

are 

{a)  Printed  at  the  end  of  Tacitus,  under  the  title  ^'Dialogue 
}f  4c  Oratoribus,"  one  of  the  most  finished  treatises  of  antiquity, 
{f)  Q^intil.  lib,  io«  c.  i. 


i  ss  } 

In  filmy,  gawzy,  gossamery  lines. 

With  lucid  language,  and  most  dark  designs,      80 

In  sweet  tetrandryan^  monogynian  strains. 

Pant  for  zJfystW  in  botanic  pains ; 

On  the  luxurious  lap  of  Flora  thrown,  J^jj  ^  ^^ 

On  beds  of  yielding  vegetable  down. 

Raise  lust  in  pinks;  and  with  unhallow*d  firo 

Bid  the  soft  virgin  violet  expire?  (x) 

Is  it  for  me  to  creep,  or  soar,  or  doze. 

In  modish  song,  or  fashionable  prose  ?  {y) 

To 

are  rightly  instituted  in  their  works,  they  may,  witliout  much 
^Iniger,  read  such  glittering  venes  as  Dr.  Darwin^.  They  win- 
then  perceive  the  diitortioii  of  the  sentiment,  and  the  harlotry  of 
tbe  ornaments.  It  would  also  be  a  happy  thing  for  all  naturalists, 
whether  poets  or  writers  in  prose,  if  they  would  in  the  wordr 
of  a  true  poet,  ^*  Look  through  Nature  up  to  Nature's  GoeiP* 
Dr.  Darwin  is  certainly  a  man  of  great  fancy ;  hut  I  will  not 
ceaie  to  repeat,  that  good  writing  and  good  poetry  require  somCi^ 
thing  nnore, 

O2;  yaf^  6V  AA€9Q4(ri  XEirai 

[x)  I  woold  just  bint  that  it  is  a  matter  of  some  curiosity  to^ 
me  to  conceive,  how  young  ladies  are  instructed  in  tbe  terms  of 
botany,  which  arc  vny  signifcant.  It  cannot  however  even 
be  supposed,  that  any  person  would  discountenance  the  study 
of  Botaay  and  of  Natural  History  which  opens,  enlarges,  and 
animatct  the  youthful  miad|  when  conducted  with  propriety  tii4r 
discrimtcafion.  V>  4 


i  56  ] 

To  pen  with  garreteers  obscure  and  shabby. 
Inscriptive  nonsense  in  a  fancied  Abbey  ;(z)  99 

Or  some  Warkworthian  hermit  tale  endite, 
Such  ditties  as  our  gosip  spinsters  write  ? 

Say,  must  I  tempt  some  Novel's  lulling  theme , 
Bid" the  bright  eye  o*er  Celestina  (zz)  stream; 

With 

(jr)  I  allude  to  the  poising  of  sentences,  their  triads,  and 
other  artificial  diirisions  of  modern  prose,'  by  which  the  wbolc 
simplicity  and  natural  dignity  of  our  English  style  are  abandonee! 
and  lost, 

(z)  Such  trash  as  a  vile  pamphlet  called  Kilkhampton  Abbey, 
C^c  C^r.  t^c,  in  short  the  whole  mugitus  Lahyiinthi.  Every 
age  produces  similar  tfash,  and  this  uame  serves,  as  well  as  any 
other,  to  mark  my  meaning  in  this  placQ* 

(zz)  Put  for  almost  any  modern  novel.  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Smith,  Mrs.  Inchbald,  Mrs.  Mary  Robinson,  Mrs.  &c.  &c. 
though  all  of  them  are  very  ingenious  ladies,  yet  they  are  too 
frequently  whining  or  frisking  in  novels,  till  our  girls'  heads 
turn  wild  with  impossible  adventures,  and  are  now  and  then 
tainted  with  democracy. 

Not  so  the  mighty  magician  of  the  Mysteries  o? 
Udolpho,  (a)  bred  and  nourished  by  the  Florentine  Muses  in 
their  sacred  solitary  caverns,  amid  the  paler  shrifies  of  Gothi* 
Superstition,  and  in  all  the  dreariness  of  inchantment ;  a  poetesf 
vrhom  Ariosto  would  with  rapture  have  acknowledged,  as  the 

La  nudrita 
Damigella  Trivulzia  al  sacro  speco.*  (1796.) 

I  wouM 

^  ' .  ' 

X^)  Mrs,  Akiye  Radclxffi,  *  O.  p.  c«46, 
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With  fabled  knights,  and  tales  of  slighted  love,     • 
Such  as  our  Spanish  Cato  (a)  might  approve  ?, 

In 


I  would  say  a  word  on  Romances  or  Novels.  No  man  of 
geniusor  of  judgment  ever  despised  or  neglected  the  great  masters 
in  this  useful  and  alluring  species  of  writings  beginning  with 
the  Odyssey  of  Homer.  No  works  can  be  read  with  more 
delight  and  advantage,when  they  are  selected  with  discrimination; 
they  animate  and  improve  the  mind.  Every  person  should 
be  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  Cervantes,  of  Le'Sage*a 
unequalled  and  unrivalled  Gil  Bias,  and  of  Tom  Jones,  (that 
great  comic  Epic  poem)  by  Fielding.  These  perhaps  arc  all 
which  it  is  neeejfary  to  read;  and  they  afford  illustration  to  every 
prent  of  life. 

Prom  these,  with  great  caution,  we  must  pass  to  later  writf.rfc 
Smollett  had  much  penetration*  though  he  is  frequently  too 
vulgar  to  please;  bat  his  knowledge  of  men  and  manners  it 
Tinquestionable.  Of  Sterne  and  Rousseau  it  is  difficult  to  speak 
^ithout  being  misunderstood;  yet  it  is  impossible  to  deny  the 
praise  of  wit  and  originality  {m)  to  Yorick,  or  of  captivating  elo- 
quence to  the  philosopher  of  vanity.  Their  in^taton  are  below 
notice.  I  never  read  the  Eloisa  without  the  pathetic  exclama« 
tioQ  of  Dante: 

Per 

(«)  I  cannot  think  that  the  ingenious,  amusing,  and  acute 
observations  of  Dr.  Ferriar,  in  which  he  haa  traced  some  of 
^rne*shintt  and  remarks  to  Rabelais,  Burton,  and  other  writers, 
«tract  from  the  absolute  originality  of  his  genius.  They 
point  out  the  train  of  his  wild  and  excentric  reading;  but  his 
Conner  and  his  wit  are  still,  and  will  cvci  continue  to  be,  ezclH- 
^iTcly  his  own.    (1800.) 


C  58  } 

In  Travels  for  the  Heart,  (b)  and  not  the  lie* 
From  post  to  pillar,  and  from  board  to  bed, 

1 

Per  piik  fiate  gli  occhi  ci  sospinse 
Ct^ella  lettura,  et  scolorocci  il  viso ; 
Ma  jolo  unpuntofu^  quel  eke  ci  vinse* 
Quando  Icggcmmo,  cominciai,  Jii^  lasso ! 
Quanti  dolci  ficnsier^  quanf  desio 
Menb  co%ioro  al  d$loioio  fiasso  !  (^) 
The  Eloisa  is  a  very  (k  ngf  rous  book,  in  it's  comraenccmcn 
I  would  particularly  warn  young  persona  to  avoid  it  The 
is  BOW  indeed  beyond  tht  reach  of  any  control ;   but  as  thi 
yacter  of  the  author  is  no^f  fully  understood,  it*s  power  of 
harm  is  considerably  diminished.  But  to  extract  good  out  o 
J  must  observe,  it  is  but  justice  to  the  author  of  it,  to  ack 
kkige,  that,  (aa  the  book  is  so  much  read  and  cannot  b( 
pre;^sedy)  the  result  from  the  perusal  of  the  ^\io\t  takem  toge 
this^  namely;  that  perpetual  uneasiness,  disquietude,  and 
ftrreva^ible  misery  are  the   certain  consequences  of  vice» 
fetal  misconduct,  in  any   woman   however  gifted,    or 
Appears,    however  reclaimed.     It   is  difficult,    I  think 
ImpossibfiS  tu  deny  or  disprove  this;  but  I  still  wish  the 
had  never  been  written. 

Let  us  the.n  turn  to  Clarissa  the  work  of  a  man  of  virtui 
genius,  which  is  too  celebrated  for  any  additional  praise. 
Charlotte  Smith  has  great  poetical  powers,  and  a  pathos  v 
conimands  attention.  Much  knowled^'t  of  life  and  inge 
arc  seen  in  Miss  Burney  now  Mrs.  D'Arbl-d  v's  Novels;  bu 
propensity  ta  high  colouring  and  broad  farCC  have  les! 
their  effect.  It  is  a  fatal  error  in  this  speciciT  of  writi 
overstep  the  boundaries  of  nature  and  of  real  life.  I  cz 
descend  among  all  the  modern  farrago  of  novclS|  whiC.b  ar 

(h)  Dante  Inf.  c.  5* 
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Through  dimes  of  various  woe  the  pilgrim  lead. 
Till  Charlotte  droops,  and  master  misses  bleed,  loo 

OCTA- 

often  "  receipts  to  make  ^s.'*  Yet  I  could  select  a  few,  which 
have  merit,  with  great  pleasure,  if  it  were  not  foreign  to  mf 
purpose  to  enlarge  on  this  topic. 

I  cannot  however  refrain  from  giving  a  just  and  sensible  ob« 
lervation  from  the  latest  writer  on  this  subject,  in  his  view  of 
Romance*;  an  Essay  composed  rather  hastily,  and  perhapt 
ioaccurately,  but  with  all  the  power  of  pleasingand  happy  facilitjr 
of  writing  so  conspicuous  throughout  his  works.  Dr.  Moore 
thus  expresses  himself:  *^  Modern  romances  and  noveJs  are,  or 
^  ought  to  b^,  «  representation  of  life  and  manners  in  the  coun* 
^  try,  where  thyt  scene  is  placed.  Had  works  of  this  nature 
"  existedin  the  flourishing  ages  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  Repub-i 
^'  lici,  and  had  some  of  the  best  of  them  been  preserved,  how 
^  iafinltely  would  they  be  relished  at  present !  as  they  would 
V^vea  much,  more  satisfactory  picture  of  private  and  domes* 
^  tic  life  thaa  is  found  in  history,  which  dwells  chiefly  on 
*•  war  and  afiairs  of  state.'*     ( 1 798). 

{a)  The  late  venerable  Earl  Camden  (once  Lord  High  Chan^- 
CcUor  of  £ngland,  a  character  of  dignity,  ability,  learning  and 
iadcpeodaQCc;,)  if /aiWtohave  learned  Spanish  very  late  in  iife^ 
tf^tc$d  the  n>«iances  in  that  language;  having  exhausted  those 
Vritteo  ia  English,  French,  and  Italian.  All  the  world  knows 
that  Cato  learned  Greek  at  sixty  years  of  age,  to  read  the 
rom^ces  in  that  tongue. 

^    {i)  All  such  works  as.  abound  in  what  is  called  in  modern 
)argon,  the  sublime  instinct  of  sentiment. 


*  Prefixed  to  Pn  Moored  edition  of  Smollet's  works  in  iygj. 
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OCTAVIUS. 

If  these  disgust,   to  serious  cares  attend. 
And  make  serene  Philosophy  your  friend. 
Pen  some  choice  Fragment  (r )  in  the  genuine  taste, 
Each  powV  combined  of  wit  and  learning  waste  j 

Smart 

(c)  Alluding  to  the  swarm  of  free  thinking  tnd  democratical 
pamphlets'  with  which  the  pablic  have  been  pestered.  It  ia 
hoped  that  the  interference  of  the  legislature,  and  the  coostita^ 
lional  exertions  of  private  societies  have  either  lessened  theif 
number,  or  deprived  them  of  their  malignant  intentions.  The 
time  for  discrimination  seems  to  be  come.  Toleration  ia  fuUf 
granted  to  all  opinions,  subject  to  the  controul  of  the  legislature 
after  their  publication,  in  the  open  courts  of  law  by  the  verdict 
of  a  jury,  in  which  /rir/ /r^^r/^' consists.  Good  order  and  just 
anchority  must  be  maintained  with  vigour  and  decision* 

But  HE  is  chiefly  to  be  consulted,  who,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  use  the  language  a  little  metaphorically,  '*  hath  stood  between 
"  the  dead  and  the  living,  and  stayed  the  plague,*'  Edmund 
Burkb!  greater  and  brighter  in  the  decline,  than  in  the  noon- 
day of  his  life  and  vigour.  It  would  be  almost  an  injury  ta 
name  the  works  whereof  all  Europe  rings ;  bat  to  his  country* 
men  they  speak  with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted. 

OMNES 

Admonet,  et  vacna  testatur  voce  per  umbras, 

DiSCITE  JUSTITIAM  M0N1TI,ET  NON  TEMNERB  DIVOS.  (1794.) 

On  a  second  consideration  however  I  think  it  right  to  name  these 
works  of  Mr.  Boiket    1 1  Reflections  on  the  Revolution  in  France^ 
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Smart  and  concise,  with  deepest  meaning  fraught, . 
Neat  be  the  types,  and  the  vignettes  high  wrought  5 

With 


3&d  on  the  proceedings  in  certain  societies  in  London  relative  to 
that  event*  (1790.)  2.  A  Letter  to  a  Member  of  the  National 
Assembly.  (1791).  3.  An  Appeal  from  the  New  to  the  Old 
Wkigs  in  consequence  of  some  discussions  in  Parliament  relative 
to  the  Reflections  on  the  French  Revolution.  (1791).  4:  A 
Letter  on  the  Attack  made  on  him  in  the  H.  of  L*  by  the  D.  of 
Bedford,  and  the  £•  of  Lauderdale  (1796}.  5.  Two  Lettera 
on  the  proposals  for  Peace  with  the  Regicide  Directory  of 
France  (1796.)  6.  (Posthumous  in  17979)  Letters  on  the  conduce 
of  our  domestic  Parties  with  regard  to  French  Politics,  includ- 
bg  Observations  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Minority  in  the  Session 
^^793*  7*  Memorials  on  French  affairs,  I79i>  9^»  ^nd  93.— 
N.B.  Tii  remaindir  of  Mr.  Burke's  posthumous  writings  may  be 
expected  from  the  exemplary  zeal  and  honourable  attention  of 
his  executors.  Dr.  Laurence  and  Dr.  King.  **  Sunt  adhuc 
'^  curae  hominibus  fides  et  officium ;  sunt'  qui  defunctoxum 
**  quoqae  amicos  agant."  *     (1797.) 

Whoever  warns  the  living  against  a  mortal  distemper,  or 
sbews  the  causes  of  it,  and  the  mode  of  prevention,  and  the  final 
remedy,  may  be  said  to  stand,  as  a  guardian  angel,  between  the 
^ead  and  the  living.  In  this  sense,  Edmund  Burke  stayed  the 
plague,  by  his  masterly,  vigorous,  and  formidable  exposure,  to 
the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  of  the  modern 
French  principles  and  national  desolation,  in  all  the  fullness  of 
their  deformity,  and  in  the  terrors  of  their  operation.  The 
•pear  of  Iihurid  discovered  and  displayed  Satan  in  his  proper 
^pc. 

*Plin.Ep. 
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With  frontispiece  to  catch  the  gazer's  eye, 
Treason,  the  pile;  theba^is,  blasphemy . (r^) 
Free  from  dull  order,  decency,  and  rule. 
With  dogmas  fresh  from  the  Sans  Souci-school ;  i  lo 
With  definitions  vague  and  terms  mysterious. 
Seeming  humility,  but  tone  imperious. 
Mankind's  meek  friend,  and  Nature's  gentle  sage. 
The  Priest  of  Reason  in  her  chosen  age-,(^ 

Then 


\cc)  ne  iasii^  Hasfiemy.'^ThU  U  the  progress  of  modem 
Republicanism^  The  dissolution  or  rejection  of  ali  religtoos 
prindple  prepares  the  mind  for  breaking  every  bond  of  est«<* 
b'i&hed  government^  however  just  or  reasonable,  to  introduGtf 
into  practice  some  new  theory  of  general  good*:  so  very  general^ 
as  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  good  of  the  indiviiiial.  For 
the  nature  of  this  general  good  consaltthe  National  AssetnbljT 
and  Convention  of  Prance :  **  Agri,  edificia,  loca,  possessiones^ 
**  (ccELt^M  BT  MARB  prseteroiiserunt*  caetera  complex!  iuiii> 
**  publice  iiaiaf  assigkata,  'vtndiia  /" f  Mirabeau  Began  with 
these  memorable  words :  ^'  Si  vous  voulez  uneRBVOLUTioN^  il 
**  faat  commencer  par  dicatboHdser  la  France.''*    (1794.) 

{d)  One  of  the  most  extraordinary  treatises  of  this  kind^  is  a 
work  in  French,  intitled,  '*  The  Ruins  ;  or  a  Meditation  oa 
**  the  Revolution  of  Empires ;  by  Mr.  Voln£Y»  Deputy  to  the 
^.  National  Assembly  in  1789.'*    It  is  written  with  somp  spirit^ 

and* 
j[  Q\Q.  deLcg.  Agrar.  Orat-  3% 
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Then  bending  low,  with  equal  reverence  search 

The 

and  not  without  eloqQcnce  in  some  parti,  and  abounds  with  what 
isfi»<w  called  Philosophy. 

The  intent  of  this  book  is  to  attack  every  principle  of  religioa 
in  the  heart,  even  the  principles  of  the  religion  now  termed* 
natural.  Mr.  Volney  wishes  to  convince  mankind,  that  fvtry 
pretence  to  revelation,  in  every  age  and  in  every  country,  b 
equally  fabt  and  equally  unfounded ;  and  by  a  jargon  of  lan« 
guage,  and  antiqaity,  and  mythology,  and  philosophy,  he  labours 
to  confognd  and  blend  thtm  all  in  uncertain  tradition  and  attroag" 
wcmJ  allusions.  And  all  this  is  attempted  to  be  done,  that  the 
vorid  may  be  prepared  for  the  French  Revolution,  and  the  prin^^  : 

tiples  on  which  it  was  eflfected.  In  this  point  he  seems  to  act  not 
without  reason,  as  the  principles  of  this  revolution  are  laid  in  the 
rejection  of  aiJ  religion,  and  uere  so  from  the  very  btginniHg  of 
it;  though  we  may  be  surprised  when  we  are  assured,  that  it  if 
'*  Jh  £fft  of  DZLi\2K  AH CE  /or  a  great  people^  and  of  hot z  fojl 

'' ALL  TB£  SARTB!  !  !   {a)  ^ 

The  real  ignorance  of  this  man,  on  the  subject  of  true  religion,  jl 

is  as  conspicuous  as  the  puny  literature  which  appears  to  support  ^ 

his  strange  doctrines   and  foolish  opinions.     Upon  the  subject  \ 

of,  what  he  calls,  the  filiation  of  religions,  (for  the  French  muse 
have  their  new  jargon  of  words  in  every  subject)  he  says,  '*  Wc 
**  Kknowledge  in  one  word,  that  all  the  iheoUgical  doctrines  on  ' 
^'  the  origin  of  the  wot  Id,  on  the  nature  of  God,  on  therevela-  j 

"  tion  of  his  laws,  and  the  appearance  of  his  person,  are  no« 
**  thing  more  than  recitals  of  astronomical  facts,   and  figurative  ' 

•*  and  emblematical  stories  of  the  play  oftbi  confielUuions !  //"  i.  c. 
du  jeu  des  constellatioo6.  {b) 
—  >  i  ■  ,   ■ 

(«)  P,  88,  I  refer  to  the  pages  of  the  French  original.  « 

(b)  Volney  5  p.  167. 
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The  storied  portico,  and  sainted  church  * 

Till, 

I  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  superstition  and  credulity  of 
mankind  in  many  parts  of  the  world;  but  what  Mr.  Volney 
would  impose  upon  us,  for  the  tru|h,  exceeds  the  bounds  of  any 
credulity  ever  yet  required.  Then  he  introduces  the  systems  of 
idolatry,  the  worship  of  the  stars,  the  two  principles  or  dualism, 
(a  little  more  French  jargon  ;)  the  monde  animc  and  the  monde 
machine^  Moses»  Zoroaster,  Confucius,  and  Brama:  and  last 
comes  Christianity.  The  chapter  on  this  subject  is  the  strangest 
of  all,  for  he  declares,  that  Christianity  consists  in  the  ai/e' 
gorical  worship  of  the  Sun  um/er  the  cahalistical  names  of  Cbrii-ett^ 
9r  Tes'us  or  Jesus  !  !  !  **  Christianisme  ou  cultc  allegorique  du 
**  Soleily  sous  Ics  noms  cabalistiques  de  Christen  ou  Yes-us  oa 
<*  Jesus  ///"  And  this  is  a  formidable  opponent !  this  is  one 
of  the  guides  to  whom  we  are  to  give  up  our  prejudices  i  Read 
any  one  of  the  four  Evangelists,  and  then  give  your  own  answer* 

The  impudence  of  Mr.  VoJney  is  at  least  equal  to  any  other 
power  he  possesses,  for  he  requires  of  his  reader  only  the  sarTen« 
der  of  his  common  sense,  and  common  understanding,,  and  the 
common  principles  of  any  knowledge.  Yet  he  demands  the 
admission  of  all  bis  allegories  and  mystical  meanings,  (of  which^ 
in  the  true  French  stile,  no  doubt  is  to  be  entcrtaiucd,)  and  thco. 
the  world  is  to  be  emancipated  and  delivered.  1  rom  what?— ► 
From  credulity  and  superstition.  Q^  E.  D.  Upon  this  Mr* 
Volney  observes,  •*  the  priests  murmur**'  I  think  the  laitjr 
will  at  least  do  as  much,  at  the  words  of  this  aposde  of  nonsense, 
blasphemy,  folly,  and— the  rights  of  mankind,  which  the  French, 
never  fail  to  introduce,  when  they  have  laid  them  all  prostrate^ 
civil,  moral,  and  mental.  This  is  but  a  specimen  of  such  writers, 
to  whom  wc  are  to  bow  as  the  deliverers  of  mankind   fronx 

supersjtitioa 
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Tilly  wheedling  round  with  metaphysic  ait^ 


You 


Mperstttion,  tpd  the  directors  of  ourtiinds  in  the  ways  of  truth. 
^  ffofemcLg  themselves  wur  they  are  become  fools  !'* 

The  best  men  are  indeed  convinced,  that  the  ways  and  works 
ofProi^dence  are  inscrutable,  and  that  the  nature  of  God  is  in- 
eomprehensible ;  and  the^  lament  their  own  insofficieocy.  Y«t 
they  fed  thepiseives  bound  by  the  laws  of  reasoning,  and  of 
the  specific  evidence  in  every  great  question  divine  a«d  human* 
They  are  best  prepared  to  acknowledge  the  depth  and  height  of 
eternal  wisdom  and  mercy,  and  the  diffioukies  of  atC»iuog  to 
this  knowledge.  They  assent  to  the  words  of  a  man  of  no 
vulgar  erudition*  or  mediocrity  of  talents,  whea  he  declares^ 
*'  Qaaotis  snspiriis  et  gemitibos  fiat>  ut  ^Mniuiaaitt^ui  ex  partg 
**fQSHi  tntdisp  Deus  !" 

I  cannot  withhold  the  following  ^/»#rtf/ observations*  which 
are  rational,  important,  eloquent,  and  argumentative.  ^*  It  is  t 
very  wonderful  thing,  that  a  being  tuib  as  man^  placed  on  a 
Ettle  globe  of  earth,  in  a  little  corner  of  the  universe,  cat  oS 
from  all  communication  with  the  other  systen|s  which  ace 
dispersed  through  the  immensity  of  space;  imprisoned  as  it  were 
on  the  spot  where  he  happens  to  be  bom ;  almost  utterly  ignorant 
of  the  variety  of  spiritual  existences,  and  circumseribed  in  his 
knowledge  oT material  things,  by  their  remoteness,  magnitudct 
or  minuteness;  a  stranger  to  the  nature  of  the  very  pebbles  on 
which  he  treads;  unacquainted,  or  but  very  obscurely  informed 
by  his  natural  faculties  of  his  condition  after  death ;  it  is  very 
wonderful,  that  a  being  such  as  this,  should  reluctantly  receive,  or 
fastidiously  reject,  the  instruction  cf  the  Eternal  God !  Or,  if 
thisi^  ssiying  too  much,  that  Jie  should  hastily,  negligently,  or 
'irinmphantly  conclude,  that  the  Supreme  Iciog  never  had 
^  £  '    cottdcr 

^  Augiastinus. 
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You  steal  Religion  from  the  unguarded  heart, 


condescended  to  instruct  the  race  of  man.  It  might  pn 
IiaVe  been  expected,  that  a  rational  being,  so  circumstanced,  ^ 
liave  sedoloafly  enqaired  into  a  subject  of  such  vast  importi 
that  he  woald  not  have  suffiercd  himself  to  have  been  dii 
from  the  investigation  by  the  pursuits  of  wealth,  or  honov 
any  temporal  concern ;  much  less  by  notions  taken  up  wi 
attention,  argumenu  admitted  without  examination,  or  preji 
imbibed  in  early  youth,  from  the  profane  ridicule,  or  in 
jestings  of  Mnsiial  and  immoral  men.  -  -  Some  difficultiei 
undoubtedly  remain,  and  it  would  be  a  miracle,  greater 
any  we  are  instructed  to  believe,  if  there  remained  none. 
being  with  but  five  scanty  inlets  of  knowledge,  separate< 
^  yesterday  from  his  mother  earth,  and  to-day  sinking  agaii 
her  bosom,  could  fathom  the  depths  of  the  wisdom  and  h 
Jedge  of  Him,  w^ich  is^  anil  *which  wojf  dnd  njjbUb  is  U 
The  LoaD  God  Almighty  !'*  (a) 

Before  I  close  thb  note,  I  cannot  help  reminding, 
informing,  ev$ry  reader,  that  even  Tacitus,  (the  favourite  a 
of  many  free  thinkers,  though  I  know  not  why)  has 
testimony  to  the  existence  and  last  sufferings  of  Jesus  Ch 
under  the  procurator  Pontius  Pilate,  in  the  reign  of  Tib 
*^  Auctor  nominis  ejus  Christus,  qui  Tiberio  imperitantc 
procuratorem  Pontium  Pilatum,  supplicio  afFectas  erat^.'* 
we  are  msiured^  with  an  effrontery  without  a  parallel,  that  Ch: 
or  Chris'in^  is  only  a  cahalistieal  nzmt  of  tbt  Sun.  So  is  the 
of  Caesar,  of  Socrates,  or  of  Plato.    Are  we  not  asbami 

list< 

{a)  FreUcc  (p.  9  and  1 3)  to  the  Theological  Tracts,  ii 
volumes  octavoi  collected  by  Richard  Watson,  P,  P«  bi&hi 
lUndaS. 

?AJWal#Ltis.a(fct.44« 
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And  in  the  see-saw  undulating  play^ 

The  moral  chorus  dies  in  words  away.'  i^^ 

Thence  careless  sauntering  in  Vacuna's  vale* 
Tune  to  your  listless  lyre  some  Crazy  Tale  j(/) 
Dash  for  applause,  nor  seek  a  poet*8  name^ 
Content  with  scribbling  and  ambiguous  fame^ 
From  laws  of  metre  fee,  (which  idly  serve 
To  curb  strong  genius  and  it*s  swelling  nerve)^ 
In  verse  half  veird  raise  titillating  lust. 
Like  ^rls  that  deck  with  flowers  Friapus'  bust.  ( j-) 

Ga 

littening  to  ttich  writers  ts  Mr.  Volney»  who  additst  as  so 
onworthilj?  Tet  this  is  the  manner  in  which  Mr*  Volneyi  and 
such  as  Mr:  Volnej,  treat  the  whole  homan  race^  men  and 
woaien>  learned  and  nnlearned.  The  gtmral  character  of  all 
these  writers  may  be  ezpreised  in  language  at  once  awfnl  and 
true:  '*  Non  est  qoi  judicatvere;  confidunt  in  nihilo,  loquuntut 
tanitates;  conceperunt  laborem^  pepererunt  iniqnitatem*^* 

(/)  See  Craay  Tales^  &c«  and  the  whole  school  of  La 
FoBtttne* 

(f)  See  Anoslica  Kavffmam^s  elegant  print}  bat  it  ist# 
he  remembered  that  the  subject  is  purely  dassicaL 

Speaking  on  this  subject,  a  friend  of  mine  would  imisi  upM 
iqr  pcmstng  a  long  disquisition  in  qaartO|  o«  im%  WoasHir 
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Go  turn  to  Madan,  and  in  Gospel  trutli. 
And  Thelypthorle  (A)  lore  instruct  our  youth  :    I3# 

Son>9 

•p  Priapus,  (printed  in  1786)  with  numerous  and  most 
tiisgusking plates.  It  has  not  been  published,  bat  dtstrtb«itcik 
liberally,  /"^/wjthoiit  any  injunction  of  secrecy,  to  the  emtriii 
in  speculative  Priapism,  as  one  woold  think« 

As  I  hope  the  treatise  nnay  be  forgotten  I  shall  not  name  thf 
Author  {^),  but  observe^  that  all  the  ordure  and  filth,  all  thk 
antique  pictures,  and  all  the  representations  of  the  generative 
•rganS|  in   their  most  odious  and  degrading  protrusion,  have 

been 

(a)  u  e.  By  the  Dilettanti  Society.  The  solemnity  with  which 
the  Dilettanti  meet  and  present  their  valuahU  works  to  the  chosen 
few,  and  the  inscription  in  the  blank  leaf  of  each  book,  art 
rather  ludicrous.  The  President  (of  the  day)  is  invested  with 
h  Roman  Toga  in  a  sort  of  consular  pomp.    Before  the  vote  for 

in-inting  Mr. -*s  Priaput  had  passed,  I  should  have  said 

with  Roman  sternness,  bad  I  been  present,  *'  I  liaor,  coUif^a 
•*  manusj.** — ^This  Roman  farce  would  (andperhaps  may)  form 
the  subject  of  k  legitimate  Satire.  (1796).  The  Dilettanti 
Society  best  know  njobat  imhiem,  modelled  in  wax,  is  laid  upoa 
their  table  at  th^ir  soUmn  meetings'. 

'.:.,,  •*  Gr^ii 

•*  Dhcumhunt\  mc  *vtlari  vicrvKk  juhetur: 

**  Font  tan  txfccttSy  ut  Gaditana  canoro 

**  Incfptat^prtirWe  choro.*'  Jvir. 

(^h)  The  author  afterwards  named  hfmself,  arid  teas  Vti^  ^Ijgi^ 
with  me  without  aiiy  reason.  I  otily  did  my  doty  to  the  ]p4ilK 
lie— See  P. of  1.  Dial.  2.  v.  57.     (Added  Ailg.  1797). 

i  Liv,  Lib.  1.  c.  a6« 
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Some  plain  positions  lay,  as  simply  thus  ; 
Marriage  (J)  consists  in — acfu  coitus  : 

Layip^ 

been  raked  together  and  copulated  (for  no  other  idea  seeois  to  be 
in  the  miod  of  the  author)  and  copulated,  J  say^  with  a  nevr 
species  of  blasphemy.  Such  are,  what  I  would  call,  the  records 
ef  the  stews  and  bordellos  of  Grecian  s(nd  Roman  anji^oity, 
exhibited  for  the  recreation  of  anciquaries,  and  the  obbcens 
refellings  of  Greek  scholars  in  their  private  studies.  Surely  this 
is  to ilwell  mentally  in  lust  and  darkness  in  the  loathsome  and 
polluted  chamber  at  Capreae.  Essays  on  Landscape  and  Gar« 
deoing  may,  I  hope,  purify  the  mind :  and  as  the  author  is 
conversant  with  Greek  writers,  and  is  now  at  a  certain  time  of 
life,  I  recocnmend  to  him  a  sentence  from  an  aothor,  who  per« 
baps  is  not  in  his  catalogue,  though  Mr.  — —  would  hr 
dMoght  a  philosopher : 

{h)  See  abook entitled  Thelypthora,  cr  TheCap§espf;Fe]p?^ 
Ruin;  in  3  vols.  8vo.-r-Mr.  Madan  says^  *•  The  crime  of  adul- 
"  tery  increases  among  Uf,  insomuch  that  one  would  think  many 
^  of  the  British  ladies,  either  never  read  their  Bibles  at  all,  or 
^  else  only  that  edition  of  it,  which  was  printed  by  the  Company 
**  of  Svitioners  in  the  time  of  CharljM  the  First^  therein  they 
^  printed  the  seventh  Commandment  without  the  word  mot.'\ 
yhelypth.  vol.  i.  p.  69.  zd  edit. 

(f)  These  expressions,  and  some  that  follow,  are  taken 
verbatim  from  the  book  itself;  (chap,  i  and  3.  2d  edit.)  and 
yet  there  are  persons  who  think  that  such  treatises  shoukl  be 
answered  seriously. 

N.  B.  If  in  this  place,  aqd  jji  a  very  few  others,  J  l^ye  beea 
f )^)ig;ed  t0  introduce  ^ojme  expressjoqs  wbiCih  ^  V9^thcr  ftrpi\^» 

P  3  ica4sn 
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Laymen  m^y  have  ten  wives ;  poor  priests  (ii)  but  one: 
Then  growl  at  British  laws  in  surly  tone, 
That  "  loving  man  must  grind  with  loving  wife 
ijij  molfl  ash^riq^  dyring  life/'  (///) 

E'en  give  with  Thickness(*)useful  Hints  for  Health, 

Tpox  public  good,  though  not  for  private  wealth ; 

Like 

readeni  who  reflect,  will  ptrdon  me;  for  it  is  impos- 
sible to  give  an  effectual  exposure  of  the  onwarrancabie  and 
scandalous  licence  of  some  writers  without  it.  The  following 
excellent  wof da  will  explain  my  meaning:  '*  The  ancint  satirUu 
^'  often  used  great  liberty  in  their  expressions ;  but  their  freedom 
*^  no  more  resembles  this  licentiousness,  than  the  nakedness  of 
^'  an  Indian  does  that  of  a  common  prostitute/'  Huipe's  Hi^t* 
'$£  Bng.  vol.  Till.  p.  33«     (Si  sic  o^nia !) 

(ff)  See  Thelyptb.  vol.  i.  p.  117.  ad  edit^ 

(Hi)  *^  As  things  are  with  ^J,  the  poor  man  most  grind  in 
ff  M$U  tuinMria  during  life/'    Thelypth.  vol.  i,  p.  176.  ad  edit. 

(i)  Mr.  Thickness,  in  his  *^  Valetudinarian*s  Bath  Ouide/' 
dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Shelbume,  now  Marqois  of  Lans* 
downe,  has  these  words,  <<  1  myself  am  now  turned  of  sixty, 
f*  and  in  general,  though  I  have  Jived  in  various  climates,  and 
**  suffered  severely  in  body  and  mind»  yet  having  always  partmkm 
••  9f$kf  hiatko/yoii^g  Wfrnem  njubf/itvfr  they  lay  in  my  ^wty^  I  feel 
^  none  of  those  infirmities  which  so  often  strike  my  eyes  and  ear^ 
f*  in  this  great  city,  in  men  much  younger  fhan  myself."  Chap, 
the  fifth ;  to  which  Mr.  T.  has  put  his  own  name,  and  he  is  rather 
g  roluminous  author.    But^  alas!  what  says  a  witty  Italiaai 
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Like  him,  to  shun  the  cold  embrace  of  death, 
Inhale  in  virgin  arms  ambrosial  breath.  140 

Or  from  the  Alps  extend  to  Norway's  rocks. 
With  Switzer-Russico-Kamtschatcan  Coxcj  («) 
Then  turn  full-fraught  from  bleak  Siberians  shore. 
And  leave  us  just  as  knowing  as  before. 

Or  bound  with  Barrington  in  charming  spell. 
Of  Irish  {0)  trouts  with  gizzard  stomachs  tell ; 

WhUe. 

(«)  The  Rev.  William  Coxe»  M.A  F.  R.S.  &c.&c.  &c.  &c. 
&C.&C.  Arc.  &c.  This  author  is  a  gentleman  of  learning,  abi- 
lity and  information ;  but  he  is  too  prolix  and  too  voluminous. 
^  Composuit  ocTo  Yolumina,  impte  magis  quam  ineleganter  *«'* 
A  writer  of  Travels  should  tell  us  what  he  has  seen  or  heard 
himsi/f^  and  not  abridge  histories  of  former  times,  and  insert 
them  in  his  book,  or  croud  it  with  biographical  memoirs  of 
deceased  great  men.  Travels  lose  their  name  by  this  method  of 
composition,  and  the  public  complain  with  justice  of  the  art  of 
book*making. 

Mr.  Coxe  is  a  writer  of  great  respecubility,  but  my  fear 
of  his  works  passing  into  an  example  has  extorted  this  notice 
from  me.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  duty  to  the  public«  and  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Literature.    (1794)* 

(•)  This  alludes  to  a  very  ingenious  account  transmitted  to 
At  Royal  Society  in  the  year  17749  of  a  strange  fish  caiUd 
Ihc  Giliar$9  Tr$mtf  with  the  gizz^ard- Itki  stemacb.    **  Th^  first 

E  4  **  Ua»« 

5  Sttcton.  Claud.  Sect.  ^i. 
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While  o*er  the  bulk  of  these  im:sactttl  deed* 

Prim 

•*  time  (siys  th^  Honourable  Mr.  Bahilikcton)  I  ever 
*^  happened  to  bear  of  this  singular  fish,'  was  froita  an  Iriih 
*'  Judge,  who  being  on  the  Connaught  Circuit,  at  Ballynrobe, 
•*  ift  the  county  ef  Mayo,  ekpresscd  his  incredulity  with  regard 
*'  to  their  existence  ;  but  was  obliged  to  pay  the  common  Irish 
**  wager  of  a  romp  of  beef,  and  a  dozen  of  claret,  on  three  or  four 
*^  being  produced  the  next  day  from  a  neighbouring  lake." 

The  lK)noural4e«nd  ingenious  Mr.  B.  next  proceeds  to  inform 
the  Royal  Society,  that  these  gixzani- stomachs  arc  often  served 
up  at  table  in  Ireland,  (which  account  this  R.  S.  swallows 
wch  as  much  ease  as  it  would  the  trout  itself ;)  but  supposing 
that  soflie  might  be  inclined  to  doubt,  he  adds,  ^^  I  could 
V  eorrohorait  this  fact,  were  k  necessary,  by  the  Ustim^ny  9/  m^ 
•*  IritJb  JrMtsbitp.*'  From  an  Irish  Archbishop,  by  an  easy 
transitioo,  Mr.  Barringtoa  introduces  an  English  Fishmonger, 
and  declares  with  great  solemnity^  *'  I  have  shewn  the  stomack 
•*  to  Mr.  Everett  of  Clare  Market,  a  'vtry  intelligent  fsbmonger^ 
'*  who  declates,  that  though  he  has  cut  yp  thousands  of  troutf 
'^  and  salmons,  he  never  observed  any  thing  similar  in  the 
"  inside!*'  See  (what  arc  called)  Philosophical  Transactions^ 
1774,  page  116.  Euge,  bene^  recte.  I  cannot  help  saying  to 
|Mr»  B.  on  (his  occasion, 

Ffopera  jtcmacbtim  laxare  sagtnis, 
Et  tua  servatum  consuihe  in  saecnla  rhonbam. 

Hie  reader  ^il!  observe  the  rhetorical  beauties  in  this  short 
^BXtract.  Mr. «.  darts  from  Ireland  to  England  whh  fncmiibit 
Swiftness,  Yrom  Bally nrobe  to  Clare  Mafrketj  then  come  in 
long  array,  incredulous  Irish  judges,  and  rumps  of  beef,  wiil^ 

I  49^^ 
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prim  Blagden  pants»  and  damns  {fi)  them  as  he  reads: 

AUTHOR. 

dozens  of  claret,  not  tempered,  I  would  swear,  with  water 
from  any  trout  dream.  Next  appear  IHsb  AnMtbBps  and 
uxtLhfhVT  English  Fisbmou^irtf  (an  epithet,  by  the  bye,  he 
denies  the  Archbishop)  and  all  this  waste  of  beautiful  language 
nd  deep  research  is  expended  to  convince  the  R.  S.  of  the 
eusteoce  of  gizzard-stomach'd  trouts.  Yet  this  R*  S,  not  only 
receives  all  this  nonsensical  ichthyological  farrago,  but  sgUcts  it 
for  publication  by  their  Council. 

Of  Mr.  Daines  Barrington's  talents  and  erudition  I  could 
>spaak,  «i4  ^v^  often  spoken,  with  great  pleasure.  But  when 
se  very  learned  a  man  will  write,  and  a  Royal  Philosophical 
Sodety  will  publish  such  stuffs  for  the  edification  of  Europe,  I 
&mk  it  proper  to  select  this  (from  myriads  of  late  similar  piecea 
of  stuflF)  Tor  public  notice.  Men  of  real  learning  and  abilitiet 
(tod  such  I  acknowledge  IVlr.  Barrington)  may  henceforth  be 
rendered  cautious  how  they  commit  ttiemselves  and  the  'sodetiet 
to  which  they  belong.  The  R.  S.  has  been,  and  might  agaift 
be,  of  natipnal  utility  and  honour;  it  has  my  best  wisheS|  aad 
fhertfort  I  have  written  this  note.  (1794)- 

Ail  learned  Societies  must  new  look  to  their  original  princi* 
pies,  and  consider  well  tht  cbaracttn  of  tht  candidAtts  who  are 
offered  for  their  choice,  as  associates.  If  they  will  not,  the 
busts  t)F  Newton  and  t)f  B«ylc should  be  veiled.    \  1797). 

(f)  It  is  by  no  means  intimated  that  Doctor  (I  beg  pardon) 
Sir  Charxes  Blagden  (the  Secretary  to  the  R.  S.  i794»)  « 
given  to  |>rofane  swearing  when  he  is  tired  on  such  occasions^ 
bnt  such  works  damn  themselves.  It  cannot  be  otherwise,  till 
THE  Council  will  exert  some  discrimination,  and  refuse 
^  shelter  themselves  under  their  lod&h  d^fdaratioa  of  not 

u^wcrinil 
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AUTHOR 

Hear  me  yet  once :  (oh  might  these  labours  end. 
And  I  to  peace  and  privacy  descend!)  ico 

Must  I,  like  Chatterton,  (q)  that  varlet  bright,  (r) 
Rouse  some  new  Rowley  (j)  from  a  Steeplers  height  ? 

Like 

answering;,  es  a  hcdy,  for  the  works  they  publish.  Every  aocietj 
must  be  answerable  for  it's  own  sense  or  nonsense,  *^  as  a 
^  BODY.*'  unless  they  cHoose  to  inscribe,  in  large  gold  letter^ 
o?er  their  jbcecing  room,  **  Corpus  sine  Pectore!^'  (1794)« 

(q)  I  draw  my  humble  information  of  Chatterton  from  hit 
life  in  the  New  Biogr^^phia  Britannica,  though  I  cannot 
compliment  Dr.  Gregory  on  such  a  meagre  performance; 
They,  who  have  time,  may  read  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  Mr.  BryaQt, 
Dr.  Miller,  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  and  all  the  tribe  of  major 
and  of  minor  critics  (afsinglt  ami  ofdouhU  finks^  as  Mr.  Sheridan 
says  in  ^'i  Critic)  on  this  i«p/^/a«/  subject:  but  I  luve  read 
aomethiog  about  vita:  summa  brevis  &c.  &c«  and  confine  myself 
to  the  genei:al  view  of  this  controversy  in  Mr.  Mathias's  candid 
and  comprehensive  Essay.    (i794}» 

^r^  *«  I  am  the  veriest  varlet  th^t  e'er  chew'd,**  says  Falstaff, 
in  Henry  IV.  Part  I.  Act.  >. — Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  now 
lord  Orford,  did  not  however  seem  to  think  it  necessary 
that  this  marlit  Chatterton  should  chtnxi  at  alL  See  the 
Starvation  Act,  dated  at  Strawberry  Hill.  Vide  Gregory's 
Life,  as  above.    ( 1 796} . 

(t)  As  to  this  ^ri^nge  subject,  the  worst  that  can  be  said  of 
it  is,  *^  magno  conatu  magnas  nugas;'*  but  they  are  triflet 

I  mbar 
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Like  Hardwicke,(/)shelves  withgossip  volumes  clog^ 
Of  Baby  Charles,  and  Jemmy's  Slave  and  Dog? 
Of  Lorkin*s  (v)  diligence  for  lords*  arrears, 
^With  trumpery  notes  of  long  forgotten  peers  > 

Shall  J  new  anecdotes  from  darkness  draw» 
That  Strawb'ry  Horace  on  the  Hill  (w)  ne*er  saw. 
With  wire^wove  (pc)  hot-firess^d  paper's  glossy  glare 
Blind  all  the  wise^  ud  make  the  stupid  stare  ?  163 

Or 

father  pletsant  and  instructive.  I  am  sure  Dr.  Mllles  proved  a 
pkaitnt  subject  for  that  chef  d^suvre  of  wit  and  poetry,  the 
Aich«ralopcal  Epistle,  written  by  Mr.  Mason. 

(t)  See  the  Miscellaneous  State  Papers,  published  in  i773«  bf 
Ae  late  Lord  Hardwicke,  in  2  vols.  4to.  Letters  from  '*  Babf 
^'Charles's  dear  Dad  and  Gossip,  James  the  First,  and  his  slavr 
*^  and  dog,  Steenie  Buckingham,*'  &c.  ice.  There  are  however 
some  curious  and  Valuable  papers  in  the  collection*  The  nolde 
jdditor  was  a  mao  pS  J^amip^. 

(v)  **  Mr.  Lorkin  doth  use  miraculous  diligence  about  your 
**  Lordship's  arrears."  State  Papers,  vol'  x.  p.  631.  N.  B.  Tt 
often  requires  miraculoui  diligence^  even  in  these  days,  to  gtt  at 
me^s  arreari.  Sa  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Lords  of  the  Trcaiury,  if 
you  can  get  a  sight  of  them :    1  never  coald.    ( 1 794). 

(wj  The  Hon.  Horace  Walpole,  now  Lord  Orford,  the  owner 
^fhe  Qoihi^  ofapsiga  a(  Str^wherrv  Qili  aear  Twickenham. 
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'Or  OQ  imperial  fcx>Iscap  with  vignettes 
EapBYC,  like  Staunton^  my  Chinese  Gazettes  f 

Ol 


^x)  All  books  of  all  kinds  are  now  advertised  to  be  printed 
mi  a  :nutrg'nvove  paptr  and  hot  presseJ^  with  cutt,  down  to  the 
Fbihsopbical  Transactions,  (the  uniformity  of  which  worX  i\ 
destroyed  b)r  this  folly  unworthy  of  SQch  a  Society,)  and  Majoi 
R^noi^rs  lefrpe^  Men^dir  pa  Ifindostan;  as  if  the  i^itenu^n 
were,,  tha*  they  shoold  be  looked  at,  and  not  read.  As  to  the  fury  f^ 
prints  and  engravings  I  would  observe,  that  the  folly  and  rapadty 
ftir  gain  ia  some  booksellers,  have  degraded  raan^  works  q1 
established  fame,  and  subjected  some  learned  editors  to  unmerited 
ridicttle.  1  feel  for  the  injary  acd  injustice  which  a  gentleman, 
I  mean  Mr.  Christian.  Professor  of  the  Laws  of  England  al 
£lpjKidge^  AKid  'Editor  x>f  BlacJbto^e's  Coauneataries  wUji 
«^Qab[e  notes  ao^  illttstcauons^  and  who  ha^  well  deserved  k^^ 
his  profession,  suffered  on  this  occasion*  1$,  wfs  a  traasyu^^^ 
abameful  and  unjustifiable. 

At^o-tba  wice-jiveavers  or  drawers  of  paper  and  hpt-press^i]!, 
linoH  sfiy  totbe  puriblic,  in  the  indignant  word«  of  Apuiejo0» 
^  QuQUsqiie  /rostra  ^scetis  ignign^os  i6tos^''(«)  Su^c^^Ui 
fi§i0j<n^^x,  soon  cease. 

I  wish  every  author  who  prints  and  pablishes  bis  roon  works 
4Dn  a  wr^r^vc^rpaper,  ^J^^jd  ^nd  bqi  frivtif^  would  i^liWe  the 
Aones^  of  the  late  Sir  William  Chambers,  .Ku^htof  the,Bobr 
.Star,  jujhosays,  in  a. letter  to  Voluire,  wbiqb^ccjampaniedijjs 
.wonderful  book  on  Ori^tdl  Qardi^nin^ ;  <*  It  cpntaios  (i^s 
^  the  KnighO.^i''^^/  ^^Uit  difil  ofjnfm^tnse^  Uvo  mtjj  pretif  j^^i^ 
by  Bartolozzi."    Europ.Mag.  for  Sept.  1793. — While  this  note 

was 

\a)  A^nleii  Mctamorph.  L.  7,  pag.  15;.  Ed.  Bipont.  ly^fj 
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Or  must  i,  as  a  wit  with  learaed  air. 
Like  Ddctor  Dewlap,  {y)  to  Tom  Payne's  (z)  repeilti 
Meet  Cyrill  Jackson  (a)  and  mild  Crachcrode,  (A) 
"'Mid  literary  gods  myself  a  god  ^ 

There 

¥rtt  printingi  I  was  informed  that  Coke  upon  LyttletoB 
with  Rargrave*s  Notes,  is  advertizing  to  be  published  on  « 
nvin  numfi  fafir  and  hot  pressed.  This  folly,  hy  such  a  proceed- 
ing,  most  susaly  sign  it's  own  death-warrant.  I  wish,  howerer,; 
that  some  of  our  Statutes  at  Large  could  be  a  little  wire-drawH 
and  hot  pressed  by  a  Committee  of  Parliamentary  Printers  and 
Compositors.    (1794^)  ^ 

(j)  Pal  for  any  portly  Divine,  ^  ni  pour  la  ^gestion*^  aa 
La  Bniyere  would  say.  The  reader  will  supply  one  to  his  fancy* 
But  he  most  not  imagine,  that  I  mean  mere  London  IMvime^ 
fireqoenters  of  routs,  plays,  operas.  Bond-street,  and  Kensington 
Gardens^  or  chatterers  in  booksellers  shops,  as  the  representa<» 
tiveitif  the  British  Clergy,  who,  as  a  class  of  men,  are  in  general 
iistingmthed  for  literature  and  philosophy,  and  for  mannesa 
eorrespondent  to  their  profetsion.    ( X794)* 

(k)  Not  T»m  Fmne  the  Democrat,  whom  we  all  ezecratef 
and  who  is  now,  with  or  without  a  head  in  France,  I  hope 
in  the  late  fashion  of  that  country  (in  1794);— -but  oneoftlm 
best  and  honestest  men  living,  the  very  respectable  Mr.  Thontt» 
^Wft»  Senior,  to  whom,  as  a  bookseller,  learning  is  under 
omsiderable  cblrgations.  I  mtntion  this  Trypho  Emeritua 
«mh  great  satisfaction. 

(«)  The  pfesent  Dean  of  Christ-Church,  Oxferd,  eKemplaqr 
Ibr  his  dilfgenceand  learnhg  «  i^^  etrn  Universiq'/'^Mkfe'Daii 
^#tOt^,    (1794) 
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There  make  folks  wonder  at  th*  extent  of  genius 

ta  the  Greek  Aldus,  or  the  Dutch  Frobenius^ 

And  then  to  edify  their  learned  souls. 

Quote  pleasaunt  sayings  from  The  Shippe  of  Poles.  1 70 

Hold !  cries  Tom  Payne,  that  margin  let  me  measure. 

And  rate  the  separate  value  of  each  treasure, 

Eager  they  gaze :  **  Well  Sirs,  the  feat  is  done ; 

*•  Cradierode's  Poetae  Principes  {cc)  have  won:'* 

In  silent  exultation  down  he  sits. 

With  well  be-Chaucer*d  Winkyn-Wordian  wits. 

Or  shall  I  thence  by  mock-appointment  stop, 
And  joke  with  Bryant  at  his  Elmsly's  shop  ? 

And 

{h)  The  Reverend  Clayton  Cracherode,  M.  A«  Student 
«f  Christ  Church  Oxford,  and  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum.  A  rich»  learned,  and  most  amiable  man  (to  nae  the 
words  of  the  son  of  Sirach)  ^^  furnished  with  ability,  living 
**  peaceably  in  hit  habitation."  His  library  is  allowed  to  be  the 
choicest  in  old  Greek  and  Latin  anchors^  of  any  private  collection 
in  this  country.     (1794.O 

(rr)  The  famous  edition,  by  H.  Stephens,  of  the  prhicipil 
Greek  poets,  called  **  Poets  Graed  Principes.'*  All  literary  mesi 
from  the  little  Reverend  Bibliopolish  Dr.  Gosset,  well  known 
at  tales,  to  tne  humblest  collector,  understand  this  hxcc  of 
jMrirVmeasHriogi  and  (he  profit  of  it.  See  also  P«  ef  L, 
Dialogoe  4« 
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And  hear  It  whispered,  while  I'm  wondroas  pllafttt 
'Twas  Doctor  Dewlap  spoke  to  Afc/^  Bryant*  (^ 

OCTAVIUS. 

How  just  was  lie,  who  in  this  sapient  age^ 
When  learning's  varied  cares  the  mind  engage. 
Stood  up  self-taught,  and  in  mankind's  defence 
Pray'd  for  Professors  of  plain  common  sense! 
But  ssLjf  what  think  you  of  the  tra^c  Stage?  (dd) 

author: 

{J)  When  I  name  Mr.  Brjrantt  it  is  a  sufficiest  euloj^r.  Tli« 
reader  howerer  is  refentd  to  the  Second  Dialogue  of  thia  Poem 
00  die  P.  of  L. 

{JJ)  As  to  the  modern  Comedies  of  the  day  by  Mr.  ReynoldSf 
and  the  rmfid  School,  they  are  below  criticism.  Farce  and 
O^Keefe  have  seized  upon  the  stage.  '*  The  {rfayers  and  I 
**  are,  luckily,  no  friends/'   (1797*) 

I  wish  our  present  writers  would  consider  with  attention  th« 
emphatic  words  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  his  Essay  00 
PoiCfy. 

*'  But  tonvHtg  Plajsf'^whyf  'tis  a  bold  pretence 
^  To  judgment,  breeding,  wit,  and  eloquence; 
**  Nay  more ;  for  they  must  look  within,  to  find 
**  Those  secret  turns  of  nature  in  the  mind :  &c.  &c.  frc/' 

The  author  of  7i&#  H/i>#/i  remembered  this.    It  is  the  prodnc-^ 
fiNf  of  a  man  of  fa^l^oui  delicacy^  wit^  and  jadgment. 


AUTHOR. 

No :  yopMl  excuse  me  there,  I. know  this  age. 
What?  from  the  French  (0  Aristotelian  school, 
Must  I  plan  Tragedies  by  line  and  rule? 
To  the  high  Gods  address  my  first  appeal. 
Then  bid  the  press  my  hidden  worth  reveal; 
While  round  my  temples  many  a  tendril  plays 
Of  owlish  ivy  with  the  M avian  bays : 
And  close  in  mournful  pomp  the  tragic  rear, 
Thoxjgh  Jephson  (cc)  scarce  can  gain  the  public  ear 

OCTAVIU 


<#)  TlierfeBre  some  deep  cridct  who  read  Aristotle  in  Frenc 
and  cice  him  in  Greek.—- 1  kiow  not  what  to  lay  no*wi  t 
Freoch  have  proscribed  Coroeille,  Racine,  &c. 

{cc)  Mr.  Jephson^,  the  Aathor  of  Braganza,  The  CouiA 
J^arbonne,  &c.    My  wish  is, 

Grande  munus 
Cecropio  REPETAT  cochonK>.-|-  , 

'  Sot  no  jnorednll  ^*  Roman  Portraita"  in  4to» 

^  '■  -  "■ : — ■ — ■!  ■■■'    '■■■  ■'■a 

j>  Hor«  Lib.2^  Od«  x.  v.  xj^  ' 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Still  there  are  works  which  lead  to  sure  renown^ 
tnthe  lay  habit^  or  the  sacred  gown; 
Will  stamp  your  credit  at  an  easy  price, 
Lfeam'd  and  ingenious,  {d)  or  a  Vir  Clariss : 
Take  Markham's  Armorie,  {e)  John  Taylor's  Soul- 

Of  Sir  Giles  Goosecap,  {g)  or  proverbial  Fuller,.  2oa 

Witiv 


(J)  Any  perison  who  communicates  iven  a  single  nou^  however 
riily  or  whimsical,  to  the  modern  editors  of  Shakspeare,  is  stiled 
the  Uarmd  and  ingiuious  Mr.  two  stars** :  the  title  of  ^/V  Claris^ 
dms  it  appropriated  to  the  Commentators  on  the  Greek  and 
KomanClassics,  and  often  with  the  same  propriety. 

(e)  The  names  of  some  few  books  of  that  vast  system  of 
Cig/iMeriit  or  **  Gorgeous  GalJery  of  Gallant  Inventions/* 
which  is  called  forth  to  illostrate  our  old  dramatic  writers.  It 
b  high  time  that  the  reader  o/nttsi  should  see  what  may  be  called 
in  the  old  languagei  **  the  17Ktr>U8sino  of  thesb  humorous 
**  critics/'  namely,  the  Commentators  on  Shakspeare,  from 
George  Stecvens,  Esq.  downwards* 

*'  Ces  propos,  diras  tu,  sont  bons  dans  la  Satire, 
«*  Pour  egayer  d*  abord  on  lectear  qui  vcut  rire: 
it  Mais  il  fj^ut  Ics  prgurcr*    En  forme*    J*y  cQps^ns. 

F,  it  RepoM 


With  Upton,  Fabell,  Dodypoll  the  nice. 
Of  Gibbeour  cat,  (h)  white  Devils,  or  (////)  Old  \ 


**  Repons  moii  done,  Docteor,  ec  mets  tot  sur  les  banc 
'*  Qjr'isT  CE  (iy'uN  (Commintateur?)*' J 

What  is  a  Sliakspearetn  Comraenucor  ?  a  specimen 
notes  will  best  explain  his  name,  dignity,  and  import : 
therefore    begin.      The  extracts  will  be  as   plenty    (a 
valuable)  as  blackberries ;  thoagh  I  do  not  give  my  reason: 
compulsion ;  for  Sir  John  FalstafTs  advice  is  good* 

The  first  chapter  of  Markham's  Booke  of  Armorie  is  in 
<<  The  difference  'twixt  Charles  and  Gentlemen;"  a 
ends  thus:  "  From  the  offspring  of  GintUmanlj  Japhet 
^  Abraham,  Moses,  Aaron  and  the  Prophets,  (5fc.  C!fr. 
^  the  King  of  ^he  right  line  of  Mary,  of  whom  thai 
**  absoluit  GtntUman  Jesus  was  born,  gentleman  by  his  n 
••  Mary,  Prituisse  of  coat  armour,  &c."— Reader,  Mr 
yens  and  Dr.  Farmer  will  tell  you  that'**  all  this  is  so: 
you  will  find  it  cited  too,  Hen.V.  vol.  ix.  p.  441,  edit, 
though  you  may  begin  with  a  staring  doubt. 

(/)  John  Taylor  thus  dedicates  his  •«  Sculler  :''-*•  To  the 
*•  Kennel  of  Antichrist's  Hounds,  Priests,  Friars,  Monk 
<<  Jesuits,  Mastiffs,  Mongrels,  Islands,  and  Blpodhounds 
*'  tailM  Tykes,  &c,&c.&c/' 

(l)  Old  plays  intitlcd,  «*  Sir  Giles  Goosecap,  Banks' 
•*  Horse  in  a*  Trance,  Pierce  Pennyless's  Supplication 
.  "  Devil,  Webster's  While  Devil,  The  Merry  Devil  of  Edm 
**  &c.  kQ.  &6. ;"  in  short,  toate  la  diaUeric  dramatique, 

t  Boihau  Sat*  8. 
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I 

Then  lead  your  readers  many  a  precious  dance. 

Capering 

(i)  Of  Gibbe  oor  Cat,-«.Pa1staff  says,  <*  I  am  as  melancholf 
•*  as  a  GiBBB  Cat."  H.  IV,  p.  i.  a.  i.  sc*  t.  On  this  the 
ComiDentators  are  right  pleasant.  • 

Dr.  Johnson  begins,  *'  A  Gibbe  cat  means,  1  know  not  why,  aa 
•*  •A/cat/*  Dr.Pcrcy  informs  us  next,  that  a  Gib-cat  in  Northamp- 
tonsUre,  meant  a  Efir^^'Cat, which  in  some  parts  of  Englapd  is  called 
armr^iCat,  and  in  Shropshire,  a  itv^at.  Then  follow  other  wise 
critics,  and  last  of  all  appears  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  who  brings  a 
train  dmuihriisis  on  this  important  question,  shewing  honv  Gib  is 
short  for  Gilbeit,  and  Tib  for  Tibert ;  h$9v  Jack  is  approprialed  td 
a  horse,  and  Tom  to  a  pigeon ;  to^  Chancer,  in  his  Romaant  de 
la  Rose,  mentions  Gibbe  our  Cat,  to  which  Tib  was  synonimous» 
tt  it  k  at  this  day  ;  h9^  we  read  in  **  Gammar  Gurton^s  Needle'* 
(which  is  a  right  pleasant,  witty,  and  merry  comedy,  written  by 
Mr.  S.  Master  of  Arts)  yIz.  **  Hath  no  man  stolen  her  ducks» 
"  or  gelded  Gibbi  her  cat  ?**  Upon  which  Mr.  Warton  veiy 
gNN/tfy  observes,  ^'  the  composure  of  a  cat  is  almost  character* 
**  istic,  and  IAjuw  «#/,  (see  Dr.  Johnion*s  words  above)  whether 
*'  there  is  not  a  sttptri$r  s^Igmniif  im  the  grmmity  of  a  H^-Cat.'^ 
Mr.  Steevens  says,  *'  A  Gib  Cat  is  a  cat  qnalifitifw  the  stragli9^ 
'*  for  all  animals  n  mutilated  become  drtmisj  •r  mtlancholj.^* 

Mr.  Warton  and^Mr.  Steevens  have  left  it  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether /i^/r  vwn  drowsiness  andgrawt^y  and  that  of  their  brothir* 
€9mmimtai9rs^  was  in  consequence  of  &c.  &c.  &c.  (See  Abul« 
Pharagt's  great  Babylonish  chapter,  **  De  SemiramidCr  Sapi* 
**  entibus  ejuset  Eunuchis,  fcc")  Tp  be  sure  they  do  sympathize 
with  Gammar  Gui ton,  and  her  poor  unfortunate  Gibbe-Cat. 

For  my  own  part,  I  neithier  can,  nor  (if  I  could)  would  I  decide 
this  momentoos  question;  and  will  only  add,  without  being  in 
|he  Icait  melAncboly  or  drowsy  myself,  in  ;hc  words  of  aa 

F  %  author 
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CapVilig  with  fianks's  Bay^orse  in  a  Trarrce, 
The  Housewife*s  Jewel  read  with  care  exact. 
Wit  from  old  Books  of  Cookery  (/)  extract  5 

Thoughts 

author  who  Imparted  a  manly  vigour  to  the  Roman  Muse, 
*'  Propria  quae  maribus  tribuuntor^  mauula  dicas,** 

(hh)  Old  Vice  was  a  personage  very  frequent  in  our  ancient 
comedies.    I  beg  leave  to  present  my  reader  with  a  pan  (and 
a  very  short  part)  of  Mr.  Upton's  account  of  htm.     '*  Old 
'*  Vice  was  a  droll  character  in  our  old  plays,  accoutred  witli 
**  a  long  coat,  a  cap,  a  pair  of  asses  ears,  and  a  dagger  of  lath* 
**  This  buffoon  character  was  used  to  make  fun  tvitb  tb$  devii^ 
*'  and  he  had  several  trite  expressions^  as,  **  1*11  be  with  yoa 
**  in  a  trice-— ah  hah,  boy,  are  you  there?  ^c.'*  and  this  was 
^  great  entertainment  to  the  audience  to  see  their  old  enemy  so 
**  belaboured  in  effigy.    Vice  seems  to  be  an  abbreviation  of 
•*  fVrf-dcvil;    as    Via-toy^    Fice-doge^  &c.    and   therepori 
•*  called,  vtry  properly.  The  Vice.    He  makes  very  free  with 
•'  his  master,  like  most  other  Vice-roys  or  Prime-ministers,  $0  . 
•*  that  he  is  the  devil's  Fice    or  Primes  minister.     And   (adds 
••  Mr.  Upton)  this  it  is  which  makes  him  so  saucy. ^' Extract  from 
I^r.  Upton's  note  on  Rich.  III.  act  iii.  sc.  x. 

I  make  no  doubt  hut  the  reader  will  observe  the  beautiful 
compliment  to  monarchy  and  aristocracy  most  hgicallj  dedncedi 
This  personage  has  been  much  patronized  of  late  in  France, 
where  every  species  of  Vice,  old  or  new,  is  exercised  add  used 
^  without  any  abbreviation,"  to  speak  with  Mr.  Upton. 

(f)  Books  of  Cookery.— I  am  afraid  that  these  extracts  will 
prove  what  Decker,  in  hisG«/'s  Hornbook^  calls,  "  7bt  sin/ui 
•«  Suburbs  of  Cookify.'*  Mr.  Collins,  (in  his  PoTATOE-notc^ 
Mt  the  end  of  Troilus  and  Cro^ida)  cxtfact^  withput  i  blush. 


[    8s    J 
Thoughts  to  stew'd  pmnes  and  kissing  comfits  suity 
Or  the potatoe,  {k)  vigour^stirring  root: 

And 

from  the  Good  Hoasewife's  Jewel,  a  receipt  with  all  tha 
iflgredients  at  full  length,  **  Tq  mak$  a  tart  that  is  m 
^  C0URA65  to  a  man  or  'woman***    And  this  is  but  a  speclmciu 

Non  more  probo ;  cum  carmina  lumbnm 
Intrant^  et  tremuJo  scalpuncur  ubi  intima  verso,  f 

(i)  The  commentators  on  Shakspeare  are  pecoliarly,  and 
cren  zealously,  studious  in  minuttlj  explaining  and  declaring  all 
the  various  modes  and  receipts,  which  the  age  of  the  Firgin  Qaecn 
afforded,  or  reconi mended  for  the  service  of  the  Queen  of  Love 
and  soft  desire.  Whole  pages  are  absolutely  flkd  with  venereal 
provocatives,  with  the  power  of  kisshg  comfits,  stewed  prunes, 
the  virtues  of  potatoes,  eringo  root,  &c.  &c.  Must  these  comments 
be  stiled  the  **  Pauca  suo  Gallo  quae  vel  legat  ipsa  Lycoris?'*  ^ 

I  sometimes  doubt  what  book  I  have  in  my  hand.  The^e/a/V 
editors  '*  give  all  they  can,  nor  let  us  dream  the  rest."  Mr. 
Steevens,  in  his  advertisement  to  the  edition  of  Shakspeare  in 
1778,  seems  to  have  had  his  scruples  on  the  subject  of  these 
pious  prunes^  and  virtuous  bulbs ;  *'  Such  (says  he)  as  would 
^  ht  acquainted  with  the  propriety  of  FahtafPs  allusion  to  steiuti 
**  prunes,  should  not  he  disgusted  at  a  multitude  of  instances,  &c. 
••  &c.  &c.'*  Some  folks  are  very  sagacious,  and  cry  out  first; 
but  it  will  not  do. 

After  a  very  long  not^  on  strv^ed  prunes^  by  Mr.  Steevens, 
voLv.  p.  375.  edit.  1778,  and  vol.  viii.  p.  519.  edit.  1793, 
(which  see  and  read,)  ^he  Reverend  Doctor  Farmer  adds,  very 
properly,  **  that  Mr.  Steevens  has  sofullj  discussed  the  subject 

F  3  •*  P( 

^  ..  j-  Pers.  Sat.  \.  v.  sg. 
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And  then  returning  from  that  antique  waste,     20) 

Be 

*'  of  iirmd  prmaSf  that  one  can  add  notbing  but  ih  priai** 
{KiAti'^oc  difuitunum  Fabricioz*)  and  thtrefon  adds  the 
RiVinndT>ocTORt  in  a  piece  called  Banks's  Bay  Horse  in  a 
Trainee,  15959  *'  we  ha?e  a  stock  of  wenches  set  up  with  theii 
^'  strwtd  prones,  nine  for  a  tester.'*  At  other  times  thcM 
subjects  are  explained  in  the  learned  languages,  for  the  us$  ol 
scholars,  as  in  vol.  iv.  p.  21 1,  edit.  1778,  «and  in  vol.  ir, 
p.  8O9  edit.  I793»  by  Mr.  ^teevens,  **  Urticas  nnarinas  omnei 
^  ^»r/7tfm quendam  nnovent,  etacrimonia  sua  Venbrem  sofiHm 
^*  et  eztinaam  excitant.^*    Johnston  Hist,  Nat.  de  Ex^ng^  Aq< 

I  protest  I  sometimes  think  these  reverend,  or  irreverendj 
connmenutors  'are  about  to  change  sexes,  or  have  done  so,  and 
set  up  for  (what  Miltou  in  his  Apology  for  Smectymnus  calls] 
**  Old  Prelatesses  with  aU  their  young  Corinthian  Laity."  ] 
wonder  we  have  never  yejL  had  7ht  Btauties  of  Mr.  Steevens, 
of  WfiJM'wwr^  Doctor  Farmer,  of  Mr.  Collins,  (the  potatoe- 
critic,)  &c.  &c.  as  a  convenient  manual  for  young  or  old 
inen«  who  would  be  young.  Mr,  Collins  has  given  the  public 
four  pages  in  8vo.  small  print,  on  the  astonishing  virtues  o: 
POTATOES,  (a'tempest  of  provocation  !)  printed  by  themselves  ai 
the  end  of  Troilus  and  Cressida.  This  useful  note  would  havi 
been  placed  with  better  grace  at  the  end  of  ^'Love's  Labour  Lost. 

It  is  indeed  matter  of  great  and  offensive  scandal  to  obtrudi 
such  refuse  and  filth  upon  this  nation,  and  upon  all  tk 
couniria  in  the  East  and  West  who  read  Shakspeare's  works 
It  is  highly  injurious  to  make  Shakspeare  the  vehicle  of  s( 
much  obsam  tra^b^  raked  together  from  old  plays,  old  cookerj 
books,  and  trumpery  novels.    But,  I  am  told,  the  poet  must  \h 

illustratec 

♦  Juv.  Sat.  4«    Fabrioiih  '•  '•    Gecrgi  Smvim,  Bs^uin. 
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Be  hailed  by  PaiT,(/)  the  Guide  of  public  taste  ! 

AUTHOR. 

illustrated.  In  these  particulan«  Mr*  Steevens,  Dr.  Famer, 
Mr.  Collins,  and  Mr.  (I  know  not  whom)  might  as  well  illustrate 
the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  book  of  Lqcretias.  The  corruption! 
of  onr  nature  are  the  most  mortifying  comment;  they  need 
neither  incitement,  not  illusiratiin* 

Whoever  considers,  seriously  or  politically,  the  dominion  of 
Inst  and  lewdness,  and  the  wide- wasting  desolation  and  irreversible 
misery  which  they  throw  s^ong  the  defenceless  and  much- 
suffering  sex,  left  to  destitution,  and  disease,  and  poverty,  and 
despair,  and  contempt,  and  barren  sorrow ;  will  be  cautious  how 
lie  adds  even  ont  unnecessary  of  heedless  iHeiumint  to  this  over- 
bearing fury.  A  man  of  sense,  if  not  of  morality,  in  remarking 
on  all  such  passages  as  I  have  noted,  and  on  many  others,  would 
content  himself  with  saying,  *^  This  or  that  passage  contaios  an 
«*  indecent  allusion  not  uncommon  in  the  novels  or  plays  of  the 
*^  time ;''  or  at  least  would  be  satisfied  with  a  single  instance  to 
shew  it.  Whatever  is  more  than  this,  cometh  from  a  source 
which  is  not  good. 

At  present,  there  really  should  be  an  expurgatory  index  to  the 
hitt  edition  (and  in  many  reipects  it  is  the  best)  of  Shakspeare« 
before  it  is  put  into  the  hands  of  ladies  and  the  younger  part  of 
the  readers  of  Shakspeare.  I  believe  there  is  not  one  rtflecting 
scholar  in  this  learned  kingdom,  who  will  not  join  in  this  and 
in*  the  following  criticisms  on  the  present  subject,  whether  the 
criticisms  are  severe,  jocular,  or  indignant. 

Carminaque  Aonidum,  justamoub  probaverat  iram  !  * 

(/)  The  Reverend  Doctor  Parr,  in  his  dedication  of  «*  Tracts 
*^  of  Warburton  and  a  Warburtonian,  &c.'*  (reprinted  in  1789) 

F  4  note 

*  Ovid.  Mctam.  L.6.  v.  lu  ^ 


[    88    ] 

AUTHOR. 

What?— must  I  enter  the  dramatic  course; 
Burst  through  the  countless  squadrons  foot  and  horse  t 

All 

note  t.  p.  150,  has  most  kindly  pointed  oat  to  such  undisccrn^ 
ing  perioni  is  myself,  that  **  Malone,  Reed,  Farmer,  aD4 
••  Tyrwhitt,  have  come  forward  as  the  Guides  of  XHf 
•*  Public  Taste."  To  be  sure  he  has  added,  "  Mr.  Steevens^ 
«»  the  two  Wartons,  Burke,  and  in  his  critical  capacity,  Dr, 
*<  Johnson.*'  But  even  in  this  latter  part  I  must  remark  9 
strange  coalition.  With  the  names  of  Burke  and  Johnson  whp 
can  place  a  third  modern  in  the  same  rank  i  Of  Mr.  Steeyens's 
classical  erudition  and  iogenui(y  much  might  be  said ;  yet  all 
iii*hich  he  has  acknowledged  as  bis  o'un  writing,  consists  of  nptes 
on  Shakspeare.  Every  one  must  regret  that  the  History  of 
English  Poetry  was  left  unfinished  by  it's  lamented  and  deeply 
learned  author:  and  as  to  his  brother  Joseph's  pleasant  Common- 
place Book  on  Pope,  it  was  always  amusing  to  me.  But  wbeo 
the  title  of  *«  Guides  of  the  Public  Taste"  is  given  to  Malone^ 
Kced,  Farmer,  (and  Tyrwbitt!)  who  are  note- makers  alone  by 
profession,  I  find  myself  constrained  to  look  into  my  £ngli»h 
pictionary  for  the  meaning  of  the  words,  guide  and  taste. 

Indeed  I  have  often  wondered,  how  so  deeply  learned  a  scholia 

as  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  ever  suffered  himself  to  be  enrolled  wjth  these 

note-makers  on  Shakspeare  :  but  ih  LeaJer  of  ihcm  has  a  tongue 

to  flatter  and  wheedle.     Homer  explains   it   best;    Hapfa<rtq 

A  T*eKXE%]/6  voov  WKot  TTsp  ^povBovTuv*     Iti  this  manner  the  name 

of  Samuel  Johnsok  was  insej^aroBly  associated  with  that  of 

Ctorge  Steevens, 

Ihavp 


[    89    j 
All  that  for  Massinger  and  Beaumont  fight. 
But  leaw  their  authors  in  a  wretched  plight; 

From 


I  Jiave  selected  this  passage  fromD/.Parr^s  splendid  dedicatios 
of  these  Warburtonian  Tracts,  in  which  a  man,  in  the  vigour 
of  his  faculties  and  strength,  has  not  thought  it  unbecoming 
iui  character  to  attack,  like  a  puny  whipster,  the  established 
dignity  of  departed  excellence }  and  with  unbridled  licence  of 
boguage  has  endeavoured  to  invade  the  retreat  and  the  repose' 
of  a  most  learned  and  venerable  prelate,*  now  in  full  age  and 
hary  hoHmsi.  I  speak  with  feeling  of  such  a  conduct,  and  I 
speak  with  the  feelings  of  a  man;  for  what  U  a  mere  scholar 
Maquoter  of  Greek,  when  he  forgets  the  man?  1  trust  Dr. 
parr  has  severely  fe}t  thb  unmeaning  vanity  and  silly  cruelty  pf 
calling  forth  again  to  public  notice  t)iese  tracts,  which  their 
authors. long  wished  to  give  up  to  oblivion.  L^land,  and  the 
^reat  and  truly  good  and  liberal  Jortin,  might  have  been  as  ably 
defended  at  another  time  and  in  another  place. 

I  cannot  be  repaid  for  such  indecent  conduct  by  the  amusement 
I  receive,  (to  nse  Dr.  Parr's  own  words)  **  from  the  lucky  and 
*<  ludd  intervals  between  the  paroxj^rsms  of  (Dr.  Parr's)  polemic 
^pbrenzy;  from  all  the  laughable  and  all  the  loathsome  sings- 
^'larides  which  float  upon  the  surface  of  his  (Dr.  Parr's)  diction; 
*'  nor  can  I  hang  with  fondness  and  admiration  over  the  crowded^ 
^'  yet  clear  and  luminous,  galaxies  of  imagery  diffused  throu^ 
^  (Dr.  Parr's)  works ;''  p.  151,  &c.  &c.  But  if  1  should  cite  any 
more  of  such  words,  the  reader  would  take  the  Doctor's  Greek  for 
pnglish  aqd  his  Epgljsh  for  Greek,  and  i)e  apt  to  cry  out  with 
)u)nest  old  Doyley,  in  tjie  farce  of  ^Wh6*s  the  Dupe  ?''  (which  I  am 
flot^  but  the  Doctor  may  know  who  is,)  ^'  Til  be  curs'd  if  thi^  is 

*'  English/* 
f  Dr«llv&i>|  Bishop  of  Worcester, 


From  Oipell  steal,  yet  never  own  the  theft, 
And  then  desert  (m)  him  of  his  store  bereft. 
Oh  injured  Patron  of  our  noblest  bard  ! 
Capcll,  (//)  receive  this  tribute  of  regard. 


And 


^  £»glish.^  Indeed  I  have  no  more  time  or  place  to  allot  is 
t^  First  Dialogue  of  my  Poem  to  Dr.  Parr. — I  refer  my  reader 
to  the  Thtril  Dialogue,  in  which  the  Doctor  makes  a  mott 
dtistioguished  appearance. 

(m)  There  are  men  now  in  great  vogue  who  will  fee)  the 
fMxe  of  these  two  lines.    ( 1 794.) 

(»)  Mr.  Capell,  the  Editor,  I  call  him  the  Patron^  df 
Seakspeare,  This  gende/nan  was  of  a  singular  tarn  of  mind, 
perhaps  a  little  too  minute>  but  of  a  curiosity  unbounded  and 
insatiable.  They  who  are  acquainted  with  his  critical  writioga 
tm  Shskspeare,  and  his  accurate  researches  into  this  speciei 
of  antiquity,  and  who  have  considered  and  estimated  bif 
edition  of  the  poet,  will  not  scruple  with  me  to  pronounce  him, 
the  Father  of  all  kgitimat$  Commentary  on  Shakspeare.  To 
thift  gentleman's  intimacy,  and  to  the  knowledge  of  his  most 
learned  investigations,  were  admitted  men  whom  I  forbear  to 
same.  But  mark  the  consequence.  His  edition  was  condemoeda 
or  I  should  rather  say,  damnea  by  those,  who  in  the  poet's  owa 
words, 

•*  To  his  unguarded  nest,  like  weasel  critics, 

*•  Camc/»rtfii>^,  and  so  suck 'd  his  princely  eggs.**  J 

And  when  the  School  of  Shakspeare  in  3  vols.  4to,  was 
published  (alas !  after  his  death)  we  were  told  forsooth  that  wc 
kad  nothing  to  learn  on  the  subject. 

lam 
•  The  0  ITpoffratTst'cw,  %  Hen*  V.  Act.  i.  Sea. 
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And  may  this  honest  verse  to  life  and  light 

Call  forth  thy  name,  and  vindicate  thy  right,     no 

Must  I  for  Shakspeare  no  compassion  feel^ 

Almost  eat  up  by  commentating  {o)  zeal  ? 

On 

I  am  pleased,  however,  to  see.  that  Mr.  Capell's  Preface  is 
admitted  into  the  new  edition  of  Shakspeare,  in  Fifteen  to* 
limes.  It  will  not  be  too  much  to  hope  for  an  edition  in  Fifif 
Tolomes  qaarto,  printed  on  a  wirt-nuBVi  fafgr^  glmzid^  and  bti 
frtjsid, 

(f)  I  hope  the  reader  will  not  be  displeased  with  a  riiort 
observation  on  this  subject. 

Shakspeare  was  born  in  the  year  1 564,  and  died  on  the  23d . 
of  April  f6i6y  on  his  birth-day.  It  was  not  until  seven  years 
after  hit  death,  that  his  plays  were  first  collected  and  published 
together  in  folio,  in  the  year  1623,  by  two  of  his  principal  friends 
IB  the  company  of  comedians,  Hemminge  and  Condell.  A  second 
edition  was  printeil  in  1632.  It  may  seem  strange  to  os,  but  it  is 
true,  that  110  ctiir  edition  (n)  of  his  works  was  attempted  tilt 

eighty* 

(«)  I  meant,  and  I  mean  now,  any  edition  which  was  torrectUm 
Shakspeare's  Works  were  printed  undoubtedly  in  1664,  ibZ^t, 
and  1709,  but  not  published  by  any  editor  of  eminence.  When 
such  Critics,  as  the  Mimi  or  Balatrones  Shakspeareani,  ghr^ 
in  re^ifyiog  the  Author  of  the  P.  of  L.  in  such  points  of  high 
*®portance; 

•*  If  wrong,  I  smile ;  if  right,  I  kiss  the  rod ; 

**  Pains,  reading,  study,  are  their  just  pretence, 

•'  And  aUihey  want,  is  ///>//,  taste^  and  sense. *^ 

for  a  proofi  sec  their  writings  throughout.    (1  8qo.) 
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On  Avon's  bamks  I  heard  Act-«on  (p)  mourn; 

Bj  fcU  3Blarlt  Hetter  lOO^  in  pieces  torn ; 

Dogs 

cighty-two  years  after  that  timey  wh^n  in  the  year  17 14  a  third 
Cidicion  was  published  by  Mr.  Rowe  with  very  few,  if  ao/j 

coneciions. 

Pope,  Theobald,  Hanmer,  Warbnrton,  CapelJ,  Johnsoo; 
Steevens,  and  Malone,  have  since  that  time  given  new  editions. 
Mr.  Sieevens,  in  the  year  1766,  published  a  particular  editioa 
m  four  volumes  in  8vo.  of  all  the  plays  which  were  printed  in  4to,. 
in  Shakspeare's  life  titne,  or  before  the  Restoration.  It  is  priQted 
verbatim  from  the  old  copies,  and  is  curious  and  valuable. 

Mr.  Stcevene  asserts  unequivocally,  that  **«^  ^ro^canbe  given, 
'*  that  the  poet  suptrintended  the  publication  of  any  om  rf  ibtm 
•*  bhnself.'"  Pief.  vol.  i.  p.  14.  If  this  be  true,  as  I  believe^ 
what  can  any  editor  arrogate  to  himself  concerning  the  genuine 
text  of  this  great  poet  ?  lam  not  speaking  of  conjectural  criti- 
cism^ and  of  an  accurate  revision  of  the  punctuation,  which  is  of 
real  consequence,  bnt  of  the  actual  ^ords  themselves,  as  written 
by  Shakspeare.  The  original  players,  Hemminge  and  Condell, 
were  in  possession  of  the  only  MSS.  which  were  extant  at  th« 
very  time  when  the  plays  were  first  acted ;  and  it  is  probably 
that  the  play-hoase  manuscript  copy  was  the  only  one  to  which 
they  could*  refer ;  and  no  MSS.  whatsoever  existed  after  that 
lime.  Shakspeare  appears  to  have  wholly  neglected  or  despise4 
reputation  in  succeeding  ages.  It  is  for  this  age  to  amuse  itself 
wi(h  schools  and  galleries;  and  without  blame,  in  my  opinion, 

(p)  Videre  CAKES :  primusque  Melampus, 
Pamphagufi,  ct  Doi;peus^  velox  cum  fratre  Lycisca, 

Ichnobatesqac 


19$! 
l3ogs  that  from  Gothic  kennels  eager  start. 
All  well  broke-in  by  Coney-catching  (5)  Art, 

Sa 

Ichnobatesque  sagax,  et  vilHs  Asboltts  atris, 
Nebrophonosque  valens,  et  trux  cum  Laelape  Theron, 
Labrot  et  Agriodos,  et  acutae  vocrs  Hylactor, 
Quosque referre  mora  est.     Ha  turba  cupidinb  t%£DMp 
Qua  via  difficilis,  quaque  at  via  nulla^  sequuntur. 
Hen  famulos  fugit  ipse  suos ;  clamare  libebat, 
AcTJEON  £go  sum ;  Dominum  cognoscite  vestrum: 
F'eUtt  abase  qutJem'^scd  adi£ST.  Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  5? 

It  h  conceived  that  this  canine  metamorphosis  0/  the 
Commentators  on  Shakspeare,  will  be  received  in  a  pleasant 
pfint  of  view  without  offence ;  for  I  must  speak  it  to  the  credic 
of  our  English  b(a:cfl  letter  dogs,  that,  upon  the  whole,  there  k 
more  barmony  among  them  (a  few  cases  excepted)  than  among 
tbe  dogs  that  worried  Greek  and  Roman  authors  in  former 
timet. 

I  surely  may  be  excused  for  this  metaphorical  canini/y,  if  Mr« 
Bryant  himself  hat  been  alJowed  to  declare,  without  censure^ 
that  Kt/v£f  signify  '0»'  hpets  :  though  certainly  tAe  Hierarchy  are 
infinitely  indebted.to  htm  for  the  discovery.  Bryant's  MythpU 
vol.  J.  p.  329,  ice. 

(y)  The  singularity  of  this  term  •*  Coney-catching,'*  (which 
^  lite  only  reason  of  my  introducing  it)  called  for  my  attention; 
■8  no  treatises  or  farces,  or  whatever  they  may  be,  are  more 
appealed  to  by  the  commentators,  than  **  Greene's  Art  of 
^*  Coney*Catching;  Greene's  Ground-work  of  Coney-Catch- 
ing; Greene's  Disputation  between  a  He  Coney-Calchcr 
**  and  a  She  Coney-Catcher."  We  have  here  the  Jrt^  and  the 
^^imd-werk^  and  a  Z)/y/»/f  upon  Coney-Catching  :  I  hope  th# 

^^er  will  be  satisfied  with  my  accurate  references. 

Yet 
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So  tender  to  the  Paphian  notes  they  move* 
Andsem  as  they  were  only  born  for  {qq)  iove. 

Hark,  Johnson  (r)  smacks  his  lash  j  loud  soimdi 
Mounted  in  rear  sec  Steevens  fVhifiJier-in^  [the  din: 

Rid 

Yet  as  my  poor  library  will  not  afford  these  valuable  boob 
I  profess  myself  still  ignorant  of  this  ancient  art  of  Coney 
Catching,  and  therefore  am  by  no  means  fit  for  a  commentator 
yet  the  reader  may  perhaps  think  me  fit  for  writing  a  note  or  twi 
upon  these  **  Snappebs  up  of  uvcoNsiDsaBO  triflbs.'* 
I  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Steevens  that  Cone^'catchiug  meana  d 
mn  ^liichmgfiockess\  (see  his  note  on  the  words  **  Silly  Cheat,' 
vol.  iv,  p.  368,  ed.  1778.)— except  there  is  any  pleasan 
allusioni  by  anticipation,  to  some  late  editions  of  Shakspearc 
My  poor  pockets  cannot  keep  up  With  these  rising  demand 
upon  them.  Sue  Povhos  Fiptebn  Shillings!  !  for  the  las 
edition  of  Shakspeare,  and  without  any  binding !  I  cry  yoi 
jnercy,  my  good  Master  Steevens ;  think  of  yxsfimr  poett» 

{fq)  **  They  of  love  and  love's  disport, 
Treat  labcely,  of  their  mutual  guilt  the  seal." 

Milt.  P.  L. 

See  the  Comments  on  Shakspeare^  as  above,  passim  throngl 
the  whole  edition. 

(r)  Saicobl  JeHNsoNy  L.  L.  D.  The  reader  must'knov 
enough  of  this  Huntsman^  his  green  velvet  cap,  and  brown  brai 
buttoned  coat,  and  his  churlish  chiding  of  tytry  hound  tha 
came  near  himi  &c.&c.  at  least  it  is  not  Jemmy  Boswell's  faul 

i 
•  Winter's  Tale,  a,  4.  sc.  ij 
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lich  with  the  spoils  of  learning's  BIac&  domain# 
And  Gtiide  supreme  o*er  all  the  tamted  plain*     230 
Lo!  first  Melampus  (j)  Farmer  deftly  springs, 
{Walter  de  Mapes  (/)  his  sire)  the  welkin  rings: 

Stoot 

ifhe  does  pot. —Johnson  andBoswell;  hvros  xm  Qipac^uni 
But  ntfw  we  must  all  regret  the  loss  of  the  chearAiI,  the  pleasaag 
the  inimitable  Biographer  of  his  illustiious  friend. 

Dr.  Johnson's  comments  on  Shakspeare  are  nerer  sullied  aoA 
^Mtaniintted  with  miaute  explications  of  indecent  passages. 

He  bears  do  token  of  those  sable  streams. 

But  mounts  far  off  among  the  swans  of  Thames.  ♦ 

In  whatever  Dr.  Johnson  undertook,  it  was  his  determit^ 
purpose  to  rectify  the  heart,  to  purify  the  passions,  to  give 
•*  aidour  to  virtue,  and  confidence  to  truth." 

(j)  Melampus  signifies  a  dog  with  black  feet.  He  is  suppose! 
to  have  run  over  the  town  and  county  of  Leicester^  but  never 
could  be  persuaded  to  give  any  accoantof  ic.f 

This  dog  scented  out  the  Learning  of  Shakespeare  with  tr«c 
tnd  original  sagacity,  and  absolutely  unkennelled  it.  This  is  hn 
proper  praise.  Mr.  Steevens  says,  **  Could  a  perfect  and  decisis 
^*  edhion  of  Shaksp^are  be  pixniuced,  it  were  to  be  expectei 

**  oKtr 

•  Pope  Dune.  L.  a.  v.  297. 
1 1  lament  that  Dr.  Farmer  never  published  hfs  intcndd 
History  of  Leicester.  I  lament  it,  but  I  do  not  reprobcHfe 
*l»e  Doctor,  as  he  behaved  in  a  gentlemanly  manner  wheniir 
^^lined  prosecuting  that  work,  which  is  a  real  kiss  to  lie 
*^iquary  and  the  loycf  of  topography. 
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Stout  Gloucester  (u)  mark  in  Pamfiiagus  (v)  adva 
Who  never  stood  aghast  in  speechless  trance^ 


^  ONLY  (though  we  fear  in  vain)  from  the  hand  of  Da*  Fai 
**.  whose  Moax  ssaious  avocations  y«r^/V  HiMtound< 
^  what,  &c.  ice.**  See  the  Advertisement  by  Mr.  Stecvc 
Shakspeare,  Edit.  1793*  P*  ''•  ^^^^  gravity  of  complu 
between  two  editors,  reminds  me  of  what  Shakspeare 
f^TBE  Encouktir  of  two  Doc  Apes,'*  (1794  > 

(/)  Walter  de  Mapes  was  the  jovial  archdeacon  of  O: 
the  Anacreon  of  the  eleventh  ccDtury.  '^^  A  decent  priest 
^  monktes  were  the  gods,  *"  and  author  of  the  diviMe  ode,  I 
iliog: 

*^  Mihi  sit  propositum  in  tabernft  mori ; 

Vinura  sit  appositum  morientis  ori ; 

Ut  d leant,  cum  venecint  aogelorum  chori, 

Deus  sit  propitios  huic  Potatori!"  &c. 

(v)  Stout  Gloucester.— Warburton,  Bishop  of  GUoucei 
See  Gray's  Bard ;  **  Stout  Gloucester  stood  aghast  in  spec 
y  trance.'*    Stanza  i. 

(v)  Pamphagus  signifies  a  dog  of  a  most  voracious  ap] 
who  fnaps  at  and  devours  every  thing  digestible  or  indige 
They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Divine  Legation,'  &< 
well  know,  the  nature  of  Warburton's  literary  appetite,  ai 
danger  of  hunting  'in  the  fame  field  with  him.  With 
eccentricities  this  was  a  noble  dog,  and  there  is  not  one 
true  breed  left,  worthy  of  the  progenitori  though  there  afe 

*  Dunciad  B.  }•  298^ 
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t*te  sage  tcknobates  [w)  sec  Tymhitt  liinp  j 
Malobe  Hyhttor  {x)  boundsi  a  cleai -voiced  irtipi 

(«}  t^llbdbat6s  iliean§  a  do^>1i«  /rirri/  oiit  ^he  gUnle  befo^ 
diitl.  No  one  was  more  diligent  than  this  dog,  Jret  he  frequently 
iretit  tipon  a  wrodg  scent ;  bqt  would  never  suffer  the  hilntsman 
to  ttll  hiiti  off,  especially  lii  th6  nifi^hboaj-fiood  of  Hanttriwy 
ami'  StUfH. 

It  iWeVc  agaiii  ta  metamoi'pho^e  th^se  hdOndi  into  nie^; 
I  shovld  lament  the  application  of  Mr.  Tyfwhitt^s  li^arning 
and  aagadhy*  ^  Hiuin  prd  iiierato  pterique  laudandam  dUx« 
^  erooy  quum  ilki  nauiiis  quibusdam  anilibus  occnpatus^ 
**  inter  Milesias  Punicas  Apuleii  sui  et  hdicra  iiterarid 
^  coosennceret.'^*  I  will  howevtr  say^  ai  to  my  owa 
puty  **  lUum  pro  literato  /^«</.aff^»M  semper  duxi/*  but  with  a 
Itscry^  as  to  the  application  of  hii  learnings  I  wish  this  Ich« 
iKibaites  had  been  *^  utilium  sagai  rerum**' 

{^)  I^iactor  means  a  dog  with  a  clear  and  strdng  voice.  One 
Irould  think  that  tkis  do^  was  one  of  Canidia^s  breed,  which 
called  from  the.  sepnkhre  die  actual  remains  of  the  dead  to 
enchant  and  stupify  the  Jiving.  This  dog  has  been  scratching 
Up  the  earth  about  Doctors  Commons^  and  has  tot-n  up  aJl  the  Jfillt 
of'the  actors  who  lived  in  Shakspeare*'s  time^  and  carried  theni 
in  his  mouth  to  the  printer  of  a  late  edition  of  that  author. 

But  when  I  speak  of  ritidnalmen,  it  passes  the  Bounds  of  all 
Sfa^ity  to  divin«^  by  what  spetits  Hi  refiotfd  tfbstlrdity  tkt  fHi/s 
^mid'Testafkent^  tf  Actt/\r^  (iould  bfe  tf^ed  up  and  published' Ctl 
3ifftr^^#  Shakkpeare.  (6^f  Maldfie'slSHarkspeare,  v6]«i]  p;  1864 
^Ci  &c.  &c.  and  in  the  2d  vol.  of  thtf'cfdit.  of  Shakspeare,  in 
Jiftiem  Volumesy  in  t793*>    A  critic  for  iuch  an   ingenioua 

O  •     .    invention 

f  V.  Jdiam  CapitoltnUm  in  Vita  Clodtt  AlbioladC^Aistantiuia 
Augustuo^t 
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Jshlus  {z)  Hawkins,  a  grim  shaggy  hound,        ^39 
In  music  growls,  and  beats  the  bushes  roxmd  ^  {a) 
Then  Porson  view  Nebrojihonos  [b)  the  shrewd,  {c) 
Yet  foaming  with  th*  Archdeacon's  {d)  critic  blood; 

Sci 

iuventton  should  be  presented  with  the  aJtum  Sagatut  caJUudrum 
which  would  not  easily  fall  from  his  head.  But  Mr.  Maloa« 
has  redeemed  this  piece  of  folly  by  many  valuable  literary  ex 

cellencies* 

/  . .  . 

(»)  AsMus  signifies  a  dog  of  a  sWarthy  complexion* 

(«)  Beats  the  bushes  round.  —  Descriptive  of  8ir  Johi 
Hawkins's  History  of  Music  ;  in  which  however  there  is  mucb 
original  and  valuable  information,  ks  in  all  his  other  works,  sc 
unjustly  censured  in  my  opinion.  Sir  John's  principal  fauli 
was  Mgressiw  from  his  subject ;  but  if  you  excuse  that«  you  arc 
well  repaid  by  the  information  you  receive. 

(J)  Nehrt/ihoHos  signifies  a  dog  that  slays  the  fawns  and  deer, 

and  so  in  truth  it  is; 

Archdeacons,  rats,  and  such  small  deer. 
Have  been  Dick's  food  for  many  a  year. 

And,  as  Lear  says,  **  I'll  take  a  word  with  this  same  lbarnxb 

<*  Tbeban  !''  my  learned  Master  Richard  Porson :  but  he  loves 

m  titUs!  It  would  be  better  if  he  did.  (1794.) 

(r)  Mr.  Malone  says,  the  word  shrewd  means  ^*  acute,  or 
**  iotelltgent ;"  Mr.  Stcevens  says,  it  is  ''  bitter  or  severe/* 
Shaks.  ed.  1793,  ^^^-  ^^*  P*  43^*  Reader,  you  may  chuse,  or 
rather  combine  the  terms. 

(</)  The  reader  may  be  surprised  to  find  any  theological 
writings  in  this  part;  but  Mr.  Steevens's  ingenuity  has  contrived 
to  press  Mr.Profqior  Person's  letters  to  Mr.  Archdeacon  Thtvis 

into 
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See  DarciUs  [dd)  Whiter  o'er  the  learned  soil, 
firisk^  though  at  fault,  with  new  associates  toil; 

In 

into  the  service  of  Shaktpeare  I  and  by  rach  Ingenuity  twb  or 
wW  may  not  be  pressed  into  it  ?  This  is  quite  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  me,  or  rather  a  fail  justification  of  my  allusion  to 
them.  See  Tempest,  toI.  iii*  p.  68.  Steev.  edit.  1793.  ^<* 
Sceereos  stiles  Mr.  P.  "  an  ezctllent  schohr  and  a  perspicacioua 
^eritte;*'  in  which  I  most  cordially  and  most  sincerely 
agree*  But,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  he  thanks  neither 
Mr.  Steevans,  nor  me,  nor  Dr.  Parr,  nor  Dr.  Burney,  nor 
any  other  Doctot*  or  Mister  in  this  country,  for  any  opinion 
they  may  entertain  or  express  of  hitn  or  his  woiks.  He  neither 
gives  nor  takes* 

I  find  the  Archdeacon  has  re-pnblished  his  work,  and  in  my 
opinion  has  very  wisely  declined  being  Ud  any  more  by  Dick 
ami  the  f ml  fiend  ^'  through  fire,  and  through  fiame  and  whirl* 
^  pool,  o'er  bog  and  quagmire,  and  having  knives  laid  under 
**  hb  pillow."  But  the  Archdeacon  has  had  the  weakness  to 
print  his  work  on  a  wire-wwe  fiafier  and  kot'/tnssed.  Had  I 
httxk  the  Archdeacon,  I  should  have  beep  contented  with  the 
Jintprtsiing  by  Mr.  Porson,  hot  indeed,  kissiwgkut  This  coa« 
troversy  has  no  good  end.  Learning  is  good,  and  theology  is 
good  I  but  there  is  something  better,  HA7»m.  There  ia 
also  a  writer  who  says,  Kcmouu/y^r»t  eXcoc  xfMw;.    (>794*) 

{dd)  Dorceusj  signifies,  in  my  opinion,  a  dog  of  a  sharp  sights 
apt  to  see  what  nobody  else  can  in  a  large  field.  Some  derive  it 
hfom  Aofttaq^  capra,  quasi  per  saltum,  which  I  reject.  Sec  lilr. 
Whiter*s  Commentaries  on  Shakipeare,  on  a  $uw  principle,  &g« 
pablishcd  in  1794. 

This  is  ceruinly  a  very  learned  and  sagacious  dog.  Ho 
y  out  of  the  actual  chace ;  but  might|  with  great  propriety^ 

G  i  \  1919 
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In  TAeron's  {e)  form,  mark  Ritson  next  contend. 
Fierce,  meagre,  pale,  no  commentator's  (/)  friend  j 
Tom  Warton  last,  Jgriodos  (g)  acute, 
With  Lah9$  Percy  [k)  barka  in  close  pursuit : 

Hot 

jpiR  tli«  pA9]k  oa  ^  future  daj :  or  io  pisio  words,  when  a 
new  editioA  of  Shakspeare  is  pruicedy  there  should  be  a 
s^iectiojD  of  901^  f/om  hia  book*  His  criticiiiB  on  .the 
second  Eclogixt  of  the  Poenoa  ascribed  to  Row^y,  (truly  or 
falsely,)  ia  po'tfti  of  ingCDuity  ao<i  Uluitrative  learning  has  nerer 
^eea  si^rp^sse^l,  ^  Cuicunque  veterum  fortiter  oppostteriouf 
(1796.) 

(f)  TheroH  signifies  a  dog  of  innate  ferocity." 

(/)  Pbor  Tom-  Warton  cpuM  have  fold  a  piteous  tale,  how  hU 
fmtoric  **  body  wat  punched  fuUbf  deadly  holes"  by  this  literary 
Ricbani  tlld.  Ht.  iercj  could  make  a  lamentation  or  two  in 
some  ancient  dkty,  in  a  fit  or  canto.  Mr.  Malone  probably  has 
Mi  a  gripe  mrher ^th>ng.  The  antiquaries— but  they  have 
jfiokm  /w  thunsthf^t^  The  Antiquarian  Society  is  amiable  and 
harmless,  jaad'^fioM  what  I  have  seen,  their  publications 
resemble  :he  iub^clw- of  them  j  iiixvm  amenhna  Ka^tva* 
Who  could  wiish  to  disturb  such^repose  ?    (1794.) 

{g)  Agriodos  signifies  a  dog  with  a  sharp  tooth.— I  always 
regret  the  loss  of  Tkoicas  WARTOJsr ;  in  his  various  writings 
he  is  amusihg,  instructive,  pleasant,  learned,  and  poetical. 

I  never  received  information  so  agreeably  from  any  modera 

wrjter*    ^is  i^dition  pi  MiUoa's  Sis^ter  Poems,,  (an  txquisfte 

spqcimenof  alassisid  comneiuarjri  andwortbjp  of  his  formes 

.  *  obscrf atioBi 


f      lOI      } 

Hot  was  the  chace;  I  left  it  out  of  breath; 

I  wished  not  to  be  /«at  Shakspeare*s  death.     250 

cx;tavius. 

observations  on  Spenser)  leaves  it  a  matter  of  unceasing  regret, 
that  be  never  published  the  Paradise  Lost  and  Regained.  The 
want  of  the  last  volume  of  the  History  of  English  Poetry,  must 
for  ever  be  lamented.  I  despair  of  any  artist  able  to  finish  such 
a  work,  with  so  few  imperfections,  and  with  such  various 
erudition. 

TomWarton  had  rather  a  kindly  affection  for  the  jovial 
memory  of  Archdeacon  Walter  de  Mapes  of  the  i  ith  century, 
mentioned  ibr  his  drinking  ode  in  a  former  note.  Mr.W.  tells 
us,  (with  a  warm  panegyric,)  in  his  ad  Dissert,  to  the  Hist,  of 
English  Poetry  that  this  divine  Anacreon  wrote  also  a  Latin  ode 
in  favour  of  married  priests,  concluding  with  these  sjtmtedY\tit%i 

Ecce  fr9  CUricis  multum  allegavi ; 

Nee  non  pro  Presbyterb  multum  comprobavi  5 

Fater  nostrr  pro  me,  quo&iam  pqccavi, 

Dicat  quisque  Presbyter  cum  sua  Suavi  ! 
I  ^uote  this  for  my  §wn  sake,  quottiam  peccavi|  and  am  inclined 
to  hope  that  every  *<  Presbyter  cum  sua  Suavi,"  will  be  as  kind  to 
the.  aiubor  of  this  poem  on  thb  FuaitJlTS  of  Literatukb* 
itequicscat ! 

{k)  Labros  signifies  a  dog  that  tjiens  continually.— -But  I 
fcrget;  **Si  quisdixerit  Episcopum  aliqui  infirmitatelaborare^ 
•*  anathema  esto."*     (1794.) 

Tbut  I  take  my  leave  of  the  wholb  h\At%\tittl  kek* 
KEL,  with  all  their  wit,  and  all  their  follies,  and  all  their 
merry  humours;  and  they  may  both  now  and  hereafter, 
Unawed  by  their  great  Huntsman  who  is  no  more,  and  most 
probably  unmolested  by  me,  continue  to  bark  and  grcwl,  and 

G  3  anap^ 

*  Council  of  Constance. 


t  »<^*  1 

OC^AVIUS. 

Here  yet  awhile  (i)  these  honest  labours  dose. 
And  leave  indignant  Genius  to  repose.  2, 

snap,  and  quarrel,  and  teaze  on,e  another,  till  there  remains  i 
a  critical  oflU  for  which  they  noay  contend. 

Ei  velut  miuutem  certatim  Action  A  damenf*^ 
Finally,  as  to  this  celebrated  edition  of  Shakspeare  by  Geo 
Steeven^  Esq.  and  the  whole  b(a(fuletttt  KamelU  I  m 
pronounce  it's  great  Bulogium,  as  it  is  beautifully  conceived  a 
expressed  in  the  words  of  a  master  of  the  most  finished  Latin 
of  the  Augustan  age.  **  Hic  Libbr  est  amglutinatus  ex  t 
'*  roultis  libris.  quot  unu$  pingnis  Cocu^Qves,  bpves,  sue^,  grv 
'*  an^eres,  passeres^  coquere^  a^t  unus  fumosus  Calefac 
*<  centum  magna  hypocausu  px  illis  caiefacere  possit!! 
Spist.  O^iarrartfffrVirorum! 

(/)  *'  Haec  SAT  BRIT,  Divae,  restrum  ceciniise  Poetan 
So  said  ViK6i|.,t  and  so  sayi  my  friend  Octaviui,  to  whi 
judgment  I  submit,  and  write  this  note  in  conclusion  for  1 
present,  that  T  may  ofier  and  recommend  to  the  consideration 
all  Poets,  Orators,  and  Writers,  aacred  and  profane,  a  sentei 
.from  Swift,  which  I  could  wish  to  see  engraven  in  letters 
gold,  as  an  everlaSiting  admonition.  It  is  this;  *<  To  say  t 
•*  tiuth,  no  part  of  knowledge  spcms  to  be  in/ewer  handi^  tt 
ff  that  of  discerning  when  to  havb  done."    (1794O 

,  f  Ovid.  Met.  Lib.  3.  %  Virg.  £cl.  10.  v.  70. 
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THE  PREFACE 

TO   THE   SECOND  DIALOGUE(<i) 
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PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


Michelangelo  Buovarottii 
hfterswa  dblla  Notts  Aooormentata.  (4) 

Qraf  mi  I  it  nnno^  e  {tiu  Vesser  di  sasn^ 
Mentre  cht  il  dwmo  e  la  *vergegna  dura ; 
Ifm  veder^  som  sentir^  m^h  gram  t/etitura  : 
fjari  wa  mi  d€siarp  mmjiarla  bastQ. 


T 

*  Wo  years  have  passed  since  I  published  **  The  first 
\  Part  of  the  Pursuits  of  Literature/'  L  now  offer  a 
continuation  of  it  to  the  attention  of  those  persons  who 

may 

[a)  First  printed  in  May  1796, 
(^)  Statua  dclla  Nottc,  scolpita  da  Michel  Angclo,— V.  Vitc 
*  Kttori,  &c.  di  V^sari,   part.  3,   del  vol.  2.   p.  159.  edit. 
^logna,  1647,  I 
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ekar  up  for  himself  such  difficulties  as  the  lapse  of  time^ 
(and  indeed  of  a  very  little  time)  would  unavoidably  create. 
This  is  a  privilege  and  a  liberty  which  was  denied  to  the 
ancients»  which  Dryden  rejected,  and  Pope  partially 
adopted. 

After  these  few  observations,  (which  I  thought  neccssaryt 
or  I  would  not  have  written  them)  I  offer  this  continuation 
of  the  poem  to  my  readers,  not  tvithout  the  spirit  of  a  writer 
who  has  endeavoured  well.  I  will  also,  upon  reflection,  add  the 
words  of  Milton  ;  "  I  do  not  look  to  be  aflccd,  wherefore 
•*  I  wrote  this  book;  it  being  no  difficulty  to  answer,  that  I 
**  did  it  to  those  ends,  which  the  best  men  propose  to  them- 
••  selves  when  they  write/* 


▼ol.  4,  p.  323.  that,  this  observation  of  Swift  **  is  a  monifyh^ 
**  reflection  to  the  writers  of  Satire,  and  daily  topics  of  cen* 
♦•  sure.'*  I  have  taken  particular  care  in  tay  poem  to  prevent 
$kis  pmtrfication. 
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THE 

PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


DIALOGUE  THE  SECOND.  {*) 


IZsXiy  {ioKSiw*} 

Lycophron.  Casiantlni.  ▼•  i  jzt; 


AUTHOR. 

^LL  bail  to  Cestria,  asd  her  mitred  lord  !  {a) 

And  may  the  Muse  in  lasting  strains  record   . 

^'hatlawn'd  Endymion  of  a  happier  age, 

"Vho,  wild  with  rapture  and  empiric  rage. 

On 

(*)  Firet  ptibliahed  in  May,  1796. 
(«)  John  Wilkins,  Bishop  of  Chcbtcr  in  the  last  century, 
^fotc  a  celebrated  ••  Discourse  concerning  the  possibility  of  a 
^  passage  to  the  moon."  Upon  my  word,  Phiiosophy  is  a  very 
M^sant  thing,  and  has  various  uses  i  one  of  the  best  is,  it 
^'^^kcs  us  laugh  tomaiiaicf. 


On  bold  aspiring  pinion  could  presume 
To  journey  throtigh  the  vast  ethereal  gloom} 
Who  tir'd  of  earthy  and  dreams  of  gowned  rest, 
SuflL  in  the  elysium  of  his  Cynthia's  breast  1 

But  ah !  for  us  those  wizard  wonders  cease: 
In  war,  death,  pestilence,  or  dang*rous  peace,  21^ 
Condemned  to  groan  in  this  disorder'd  hour, 
Victors  and  victims  of  th'  unhallow'd  pow'r,' 
That  bids  the  western  world  or  rouse  or  weep^ 
0*erwhelm'd  beneath  the  formidable  deep. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Of  France  {a)  enough :  go  bend  before  that  tomb. 
Where  other  palms  and  other  laurels  bloom,      > 

Whcr^ 

(a)    I  can  mention  no  lines  so  expressive  of  the  sUte  ^ 
France,  (1796)  as  the  following  adajited  from  Boileau* 

**  Decbirans  a  I'envi  tear  propre  Republiqae, 
^  Lions  contre  Lions,  parens  contre  parent, 
*^  Combattent  follement  pour  lb  choix  dbs  TT&avs!"* 

To  some  persons  the  following  sublime  picture,  as  drawn  bf 
f  Soileau,  Sat.  8.  v.  ijs^ 
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jThcre  Maro  sleeps ;:  or  ia  the.  Sabine  shade,' 

^r  in  severe  Aquinum*s.ibmost  glade, 

"ast  by  Volterra's  dark  Etrurian  grove, 

'V'ith  Boileau's(^)  art^  and  Dryden's  rapture. r^vc< 

5e  wise  betimes,  and  in  resistless  prose  221 

-eave  Burke  alone  to  thunder  on  our  foes :    , 

Let 

^  natter  hand  of  that  mighty  poet  Lycophron,  will  kkvc 
^*a  force,  under  the  same  allusion. 


Kf irai»  wef^MXv  i\  i(rrB  Xt}7»  yvat^ 

n^(  xtBs^f  xvqHua  VTivsiJLtif  tiqafg 

Tot^  ywouKUVf  KOI  xmrof^ayous  vsTTkBtn^  . 


(J)  Boileaa.— He  was  the  most  perfect  of  all  modem  writers 
^  true  taste  and  judgment.  His  sagacity  was  unerring  he 
comUned  every  ancient  excellence,  and  appears  original  even  in 
^  adoption  of  acknowledged  thoughts  and  allusions.  He  is 
^  just  and  adequate  representative  of  Horace,  Juvenal,  and 
fcniui  united,  without  one  indecent  blemish ;  and  for  my  own 

^  Lycophron,  Cassandra*  r.  2^9. 


Let  Wakefield  (r)  rant^  ^mi  pallid  Thebvyi  b 
Lords  of  misrule,  in  anarchy^s  wild  hall  j 
Such  prophets  as  ere  long  Home  Tookc  may  t 
And  hide  arid  feed  iyjlfiids  {d)  in  a  cave. 


part  1  have  aTwajs  consl&rtil  him  as  tie  hUSf  /f/ttsfod  gi 
tiax  ever  wrote.    I  have  spoken  more  at  large  of  this 
the  Introductory  Letter  to  the  P.  of  L. 

.  {t)  .Wal^efield.  Wfienever  ]  think  of  t)it:fiatnt  #f 
WakefUld^  and  look  at  the  lUt  6f  his  workll«*  -(for:  I  w^ 
undertake  to  read  them  aU^  I  feci  alternate  torro 
indignation.  His  learning  and  sagacity  are  indeed  suffic 
entitle  him  to  some  patronage,  and  to  the  removafof  eveq 
But  his  spirit  is  so  restless,  his  temper  is  so  overbeari 
'tyrannical,  (I  speak  from  the  tonsideraii<m  of  his  to^rh  afm 
contempt  for  others  is  so  great,  and  his  personal  vai 
conspicuous,  that  even  Literature  begins  to  be  ^t^ry  cj 
But  when  I  turn  to  hi^  religious  and^polittc&t  d^ibns, 
all  the  virulence  and  asperity  of  the  refontler ;  ^H  the  iili 
and  even  impudence  of  the  assertors  of  eqiAHify ;'  K  Hi 
decent,  or  even  of  common  retpect  to  dignified €4is#act«fV! 
mind  (naturally  designed  for  better  exertions,  and  cultiv: 
the  groves  of  an  university)  hostile  and  implacable  to 
establishment,  and  with  a  sfilong  tendency  e^enW^san^ 

per^rt 


♦  Sec  (if  it  is  worth  while)  Gilbert  Wakcficrd*s  pai 
entitled  **  Remarks  on  the  General  Orders  given  by  the  fi 
•*  York  to  his  army,  July' 7,  1794,  respecting  the  decree 
t*  French  Convention^  ^  give  my  quarter  lo  tire  Britis 

'«;  Hangv 
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"You  read  ptrchancc  a  minister  in  books^  (/) 
A.nd  know  an  honest  statesman  by  bis  looks;. 
T^liink  ia  debates  the  spirit  may  be  seen,  • 
Iri  Thurlo^just,  in  Wedderbume,  serene;  30 

P^rsecatiott.  I  speak  of  him  as  a  public  man;  I  liaTc  no 
contempt  of  his  attainments.  But  I  will  never  suffer  him,  nor 
Any  other  man,  who  obtrudes  himself  and  his  political  principles 

^nd  measures  upon  the  public,  to  pa^  me  without  notice;  or  as 

^hcpocr  strongly  expresses  Jt, 

Glomerare  sub  antro 
Fumifei^m  noctem,  commix/is  igne  ttnehrh^  {a) 

Without  the  reprehension  he  deserves.  (1796*) 

W  ^y  fifties.  "  Obadiah  took  the  firo/ihets^  and  hid  them  by 
•/J&y  in  a  cave,  and  fed  xhtm  with  bread  and  water. ^^  Kings,  B.  r. 
(b.i8.   V.  4.     In  the  provisions  of  that  most  important,  and  I 

wish 


'*  Ftanoverians,  1 794.''  I  only  mention  this  or  any  of  Air.  Wake- 
field's  writings  for  their  s/iirit  and  tendency^  as  the  compositions 
are  worth  Httlfe  notice.  I  ^hall  not  at  present  wdhder  through 
liis  **  Silva  Critica,'*  "  Ubi  passim  palantCs  Ernr  recto  de  traniite 
*  pcllit.*'  (3)  His  ravages  on  Virgil  and  Horace,  in  his  late 
editions  of  them,  nre  often  as  shocking  to  taste  as  to  truth. 
Bentley's  hook  (1  beg  pardon  for  coupling  the  names)  was 
Nothing  to  the  levelling  axe  of  Gilbert  Wakefield.  If  Mr.  Wake. 
field  does  not  write  with  greater  care  and  ability  than  he  has 
hitherto  shewn,  neither  men^'  nor  gods^  nor  columns  will  permit 
kis  works  to  be  extant  ^tr^  long. 

(fl)  ViVg,  iEn.  8.  v;  254.        {^h)  Hor*  L.a.  Sat.  3,  ^,43, 
H 
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InGrenvillc,  firmness;  majesty,  in  Rtt; 
And  in  Dundas,  the  courage  to  submit. 
Proud  of  your  keen  discernment  you  retire, 
Srait  with  the  fame  of  RoUo's  bard  (g)  and  squire^ 
You  print   (poor  man!}  your  satire  and  your  song> 
Correct  as  Gifford,  or  as  Cowper,  strong. 

AUTHOR. 

Yes :  to  my  country ^s  justice  I  appeal. 
Nor  dread  the  press,  the  guillotine,  nor  wheel. 

Nor  " 

Wish  I  could  say,  perpettml  act,  (passed  in  179$)  for  preventtng 
scdifious  assemblies,  &c.  &c.  &c.  it  is  specified^  that  none  of 
these  prophets,  or  lecturers,  or  diviners  in  democracy*  shall 
meet  in  greater  numbers  than  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  or  ehewhere; 
and  considering  the  inflammatory  nature  of  their  disorders,  k 
is  devoutly  to  be  wished,  that  they  may  be  kept  upon  the  same 
cooling  diet.    (1796O 

(/)  I  allude  to  the  profound  knowledge  which  basy  mei| 
acquire  of  the  most  secret  designs  of  the  British,  or  even  of  foreigm 
cabiaet9,-^--from  the  news-papers.  Nothing  is  so  pleasant  as  Kr 
hear  men  assert  without  the  least  hesitation  what  they  hnvua  ti^ 
the  intention  of  Ministers.  I  really  envy  the  satisfaction  they 
feel,  when  they  communrcate  their  discoveries  to  such  unen— 
Hghteucd  and  ignorant  men  as  myself. 
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i^OT  fulsome  praise,  nor  coldness  of  neglect,  . 
>for  all  that  poets  meet,  but  scarce  expect ;        40 
Yet  though  tke  (pusthn  I  shi^U  never  fear, 
A  rhyming  culprit's  bold  confession  hear* 

Memory  I  have,  not  Middleton  (1)  has  more; 
Plays  I  could  frame,  like  Ireland,  {k)  by  the  score) 
Could  sing  of  gardens,  yet  well  pleased  to  see 
Walpole  (/)  and  Nature  may,  for  once,  agree; 
Could  give  with  Darwin^  to  the  hectic  kind, 
Reeeipts  in  verse  to  shift  the  north-east  wind  {m) ; 

With 

(f)  Dr«  Lawrence ;  Author  or  Editor  of  the  RoUiad,  Prob«. 
tioaary  Odei,  &€• 

(i)  The  famous  witness  on  Mr.  Hastings*s  trial,  the  discipte 
^fThetaiistocles. 

<i)  The  publisher  of  the  newiy-fbund  manuscripts  in  Shak« 
apeare's  own  hand -writing.  The  reader  will  find  more  on  this 
subject  in  the  coarse  of  this  Second  Dialogue, 

{I)  Read  (it  well  deserves  the  attention)  that  quaint,  but 
most  curious  and  learned,  writer's  excellent  Essay  on  Modern 
Gardening,  at  the  end  of  his  Lives  of  the  Painters. 

(m)  See  Dr.  Darwin's  Loves  of  the  Plants,  and  a  bog  and 
flcasant  note,  in  whicli  the  Doctor  thinks  it  very  feasible  to 

H  t  manage 
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With  Price  («)  and  Knight  grounds^y>/^^/^^/  impfovo 
And  banish  use,  for  naked  Nature's  love. 
Lakes,  forests,  rivers,  in  one  landscape  drawn^  . 
My  park,  a  county,  and  a  heath,  my  Jawn^ 
AVith  Knight,  man's  civil  progress  {o)  could  rehearse, 
i^/// Hume, or  Smith,  ovTacitMsin verse f 
<  :  And, 

/nanage  the  winds,  (anJ  every  thing  else  I  believe)  at  its  plei« 
sure,  bya  tittle  philosophy.  1  never' read 'any  thing  8o  com* 
fcmable  in  my  life.  Martinus  Scriblerus  will  be,  after  all^  a 
legitimate  natural  philosopher. '  It  appears  to  me,  thar  Dr* 
Darwin's  ingeHious  understanding  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  UA^ 
the  following  problem  in  natural  philosophy:  **  WasTBE-K, 
**  the  hybernal  frigidity  of  the  Antipodes,  passing  in  an  ortho* 
**  gonal  line  through  tlie  homogene6us  solidity  of  the  center, 
•*  might  warm  the  supeHficial  connextty  of  bur  heels  by  a'.aofit 
*'  antiperistasis?"  I  have  given  a  translation  tif  this  great  and 
pwful  problem,  (as  the  French  Philosopher  Pantagrucl  is  not 
quite  so  intelligible  in  the  original,)  that  Dr.  Darwrn  may  discuss 
it  at  large  in  the  next  edition  of  his  Zoonomia,  which  is  mucl^ 
to  be  desired.  I  rcferthe  reader  to  the  "  Creme  Philosophique 
J*  dcs  Qijcstiont  Encyclopediques,"  at  the  end  of  Rabclai^ 
Book  5.  The  true  eream  of  their  modern  Encyclopedic  is  to  be 
found  in  the  French  Revolution,  1789,  &c. 

(«)  Price  and  Knight.— Sec  the  various  treatises,  all  curious 
and  in  some  degree  pleasant,  on  the  subject  of  landscape,-  and 
the  nrt  of  laying  out  grounds.  Kniglu  and  Price,  tw»x  Mason 
and  Brown,  Repton,  Moderator,  I  liave  no  doubt  of  the 
decision  at  the  bar  of  U|tc;  but  J  certainly  wouhl  got  bring  the 

cause 
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Andy  while  Silenus  and  his  votaries  nod, 
QaafFPaphiaii  grossness  from  my  cbrystal  (/4)  God. 

Or 


cause  ia  the  court  at  Guildhall.  With  the  giants  on  the  jur)*,  and 
Lord  Kenyon  for  the  judge,  there  certainly  would  be  a  verdict 
for  the  Brobdignag  GardenerSy  Knight  and  Price.    (1796.) 

(•}  See  and  read  (if  possible)  what  Mr,  R.  P.  Knight  calls 
a  Didactic  Poem,  '<  The  PKOGasss  of  Civil  Society,  in  six 
**  books,  4to."  I  protest  I  speak  impartially,  when  I  assert  that 
Mr.  Knight  seems  to  have  no  other  idea  of  ppetry,  than  that  of 
lines  and  lyJIables  put  into  a  measure  with,  now  and  then,  «ome 
little  attention  to  grammar;  I  mean,  when  he  writes  verses 
kimsself.  .F^r  if  he  conceives,  'that  t^e  versification  of  Montes- 
quieu's Spirit  of  Laws,  Tacitus  on  the  Germans,  Smith  on  the 
Wealth  of  Nations,  Robertson's  Introduction  to  his  History 
of  Charles  V*  Stuart  on  the  View  of  Society  in  Europe,  and 
ttich  works,  is  /o^/ry,  there  is  no  help  for  him,  he  must  be  suf. 
fefed  to  rfymepn.  **  Dogmatizcren  vers,et  rimer  par  chapitres."(/2) 

It  is  impossible  to  criticize  or  examine  the  whole  in  a  note^ 
but  I  will  give  a  specimen  of  such  observations  as  1  should  make, 
if  I  were  to  go  through  the  whole  of  this  tedious  piece  of  work', 
Mr.K.  is  very,  fond  of  beginning  all  his  books  with  douht^  like 
9  true  philosopher;  he  always  uses  the  woi-ds  **  //^<r//;trr  this*, 
••  ^x  njohethr  ^2X — ox  tclietha'  the  other," — is  the  case;  never 
deciding  the  point,  nor  giving  even  a  doubtful  solution  of 
doubtful  doubts,  as  Mr.  Hume  kindly  used  to  do.  But  luhettitr 
Mr.  K.  understands  himself,  even  in  the  very  beginning  of  his 
puemi  niay  be  a  doubt;  but  nuhether  his  readers  understand 

H  3  hiOT| 

{a)  Boileau,  Sat.  8,  v.  isfe 
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Or  I  could  scribble  { j)  for  historic  fame. 
Like  Gillies,  feeble^  formal,  dull,  and  tame ;  {qq) 

Then 


hiin,  is  no  doubt  at  til.  He  begins  thus ;  Book  the  first ;  Vene 
the  first.  (I  take  the  verses  at  the  very  begii^ning^  to  shew  fnj 
impartiality.) 

**  M'^hetker  primordial  motion  sjirmig  to  lif^ 

From  the  wild  war  of  elemental  strife. 

In  central  chains  the  mass  inert  confin^d^ 

And  sublimated  (natter  into  mind ; 

Or  wbeifuT  one  great*  al)  pervading  soul,  &o* 

Or 

Whthtr^  in  Fate's  etemalfctters  hound 

Mechanic  Nature  j^x  her  endless  round,  &c.  &c. 

f 

In  all  this  mist  and  darkness  which  he  flings  around  him|I  tll| 
certain  that  it  is  impossible  for  Mr.  Knight  to  look  through  tbii 
preparation  of  the  poetical  sky  fpr  the  metaphysical  delo|^ 
which  ensues,  when  hp  b  to 

**  Trace  out  the  slender  social  links  that  hind 

V  In  9fder^%  chain,  the  chaos  of  mankind,  &c.  &|C/- 

Ohejam  satis — But  then  I  am  told  there  are  so  ips^ny  prettjt  and 
intelligible  passages  (I  grant  it,  Horum  simplicitas  miserabilis  I) 
In  this  and  t'other  poem  (I  must  mean  the  Landscape^)  and  the 
ladies  say  it  it  so  charming  to  wish  to  be  buried  under  am  $at» 
and  so  romantic.  See  p.  153.  I  wish  from  my  sour  that  ali 
the  deonocracy  and  infidelity  in  the  kingdom  were  buried  undeif^ 
the  great  guardian  oak  of  England,  and  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Knight 
confined  in'  the  stem  of  it.  He  might  cry  out  as  lustiiy  as  PoJy-» 
dorus,  and  all  the  conjurers  of  the  Dilettanti  might  assist  a( 
fbe  disiAch^atineQt  if  they  pleased, 

N.B,  Ian} 
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'"XTien  tir*d  of  truth,  like  Coxe,  to  fable  stray, 

-And  vie  with  Crozall  in  my  notes  on  Gay.  (r)      60 

I  could 

I  tm  infinitely  indebted  to  Mr.  Richard  Payne  Knight 
^CDT  the  hoaoar  he  has  been  pleased  to  confer  on  my  note  in  the 
3Plnt  Dialogue  of  this  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature;  icc 
^^.  17,  ice.  oi  hh  Preface  toi/V  Progress  of  Civil  Society. 

**  If  Mr.  Knight's  bed  be  a  bed  of  tortures,  he  has  nnade  it  for 
••  himself. ••(«)     1  ^id  not  name  him,  as  the  aaithor  df  the 
^SssayoNTHK  WoKSHip  OF  Priafus,  but  he  has  mw  named 
himself.    I  am  glad  however  that  he  has  some  sense  of  shame 
J  eft,  by  endeavouring  to  explain  away  one  of  the  most  unbe- 
coming and  indecent  treatises  which  ever  disgraced  the  pen  of  a 
^nao  who  would  be  thought  a  scholar  and  a  philosopher;  and  I 
txrtevere  in  that  opinioa,  and  could  be  tempted  to  copy  evea 
Mny  former  note,  (i)    Mr.  K.  had  better  hav«  kept  to  his  Piincifiia^ 
Jk^^B^  r.  A,  xrX.     Soe  his  Greek  alphabet.    I  hope  he  will 
M(^  better  in  future,  and  spare  me  more  trouble;  for  I  am  as 
^ircd  of  him  ashe£au  be  of  me. 

As  Mr.  Knight  is  a  Member  of  Parliament,  I  must  fairly  tell 
4iim,  that  if  he  is  appointed  Chairman  of  any  polite  poetical 
Committee,  and  any  more  **  n^ts  Paocafss,  and  asks  leave 
^  to  sit  again,^'  the  motion  will  be  negatived  hy  tks  whd€  k9uu» 

(/)  **  Vitheo  bibit  ille  Priapo."  Juv.  Sat.  *.  v.  95.  See 
Mr.  Knight's  Essay  on  tbe  Worship  of  Priapui^  and  my  note  on 
it  in  the  First  Dialogue  of  this  Poem. 

(«)  I  quote  Junius  in  English,  as  I  would  Tacitus  or  Livy 
in  LAtin.    I  consider  him  as  a  legitimate  Eogluh  classic. 

\h)  See  the  First  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.— I  have  been  toi4 
that  FivB  GuiNEAjS  is  the  price  of  The  Essay  pn  Priajpus»  if  a 
(co^  19  at  any  time  to  be  lold ! 
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I  could,  like  Seward,  if  for  scraps  you  call. 
Turn  public  bagman,  (5)  trained  in  Walpole's  si 

(q)  Soon  after  Mr.  Gibbon  had  published  the  second  anc 
volumes  of  his  Roman  History,  the  late  Duke  of  Cumb 
accidentally  met  him,  and  intending  to  pay  him  a  great  a 
menr,  said ;  *^  How  do  you  do,  Mr.  Gibbon  ?  I  see  yi 
•*  always  ^/  i/,  the  old  way,  scribble^  scribbU,  scribhlc** — 
are  various  judgeH  of  historical  writings  from  Quimilian 
late  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

Dr.  GiLLifis  wrote  the  History  of  Greece,  &c.  in  a  nr 
quite  different  from  Mr.  Gibbon';  but,  according  to  I 
good- humoured  observation;  *^  His^oria  quoquo  mode  s 
♦Vdclectat."    (1796.) 

\qq)  The  epithets  in  the  verse  are  designed  to  character 
writings  of  Dr.  Gillies.  There  is  some  learning,  great  dili 
attention,  and  application ;  but  no  marks  of  genius  or  of  sti 
in  his  compositions.  Sed  tamen  in  pretio.  And  I  wish 
to  be  so,  as  the  Doctor  is  a  man  of  good  intentions,  a  pa 
scholar,  an  indefatigable  reader,  and  of  most  respectabl 
racter*    I  speak  of  nothing  but  his  writings.     (1796.) 

(r)  Fables  by  John  Gay,  illustrated  'xith  notes  by  Wn 
CoxE,  M.  A.  F.  R.  S.  F.  S.  A.  Rector  of  Bemerton,  Prcbc 
of  Sarum,  Domestic  Chaplain  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Sali: 
late  Fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  Member  c 
Imperial  OBconomical  Society  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  c 
Koyal  Society  of  Sciences  at  Copenhagen,  Chaplain  to  ! 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough;  &c.  &c.  &c. !!!  («796.) 
will  Mr.  Coxe  write  next  ?  To  be  sure  Addison  did  gi 
comment  on*Chevy  Chace.  lam  not  inclined  to  maik 
Other  comparison*     (1796.) 

(1)  Sec  (for  they  are  very,  entertaining,  but  ver>»  dear] 
Seward's  Anecdotes  of  distinguished  feisor.s,    &p.    in 

voli 


Or  to  Cytliaeron,  from  the  Treasury,  move^ 
And,  like  Sir  James  Bland  Burgess,  (/)  murmur  love; 
Or  with  Fitzpatrick,  mark  the  space  between 
A  tainted  strumpet  and  a  spotless  Queen;  (//) 

Could 

Tjolumes.  I  prefer  Mr,  Seward  to  every  compiler  of  anecdoteSp 
except  (be  Hon.  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  now  Lord  Orfoni.  Jf 
visjtmg  library  is  very  convenient  and  pleasant  to  one's  fi  iendi. 
(1796.) — I  hope  Mr.  S.  may  hereafter  present  the  public  with 
similar  works,  but  in  single  vpiumes. 

f/)  I  allude  to  Sir  James  Bland  Burgess's  Poem,  entitled, 
^  The  Birth  and  Triumph  of  Love  !"  accompanied  by  the 
prettiest  little  designs  of  the  Amoretti  alati  by  one  of  the  fairest^ 
most  ingetiiou9,  and  most  illustrious  hands  (/z)  in  the  kingdom* 
Sir  James,  late  Under  Secretary  of  State,  is  very  properly,  (as 
all  Under  Secretaries  of  State,  or  Chief  Secretaries  in  the  Trea- 
sury, should  be,)  attentive  to  his  character,  and  is  particularlf 
afraid  of  the  smallest  Cupid  ivit/iout  a  muzzle.  Sir  Jair.cs  says, 
**  That  boy  and  tl\at  boy's  deeds  ihall  not  pollute  my  measure/* 
St.  I.  I^ow.wben  I  consider  what  Virgil  and  Tasso  have  said 
and  sung  of  **  that  boy  and  that  boy's  deeds,*'  it  is  a  little  prud  sh 
in  Sir  James  Bland  Burgess,  Baronet  and  Poet,  on  such  a  subject 
to  have  such  fe^rs.  A  poet  may  be  a  little  playful.  But  Sir 
James  Bland  Bijrgess  is  right  after  all;  there  certainly  should  be 
none  but  the  most  virtuous  persons  about  Secretaries  of  State^ 
and  in  the  precincts  of  the  Treasury,  though  now  and  then  a 
straggler  of  another  description  will  be  found,  notwithstanding 
ahe  unremitted. diligence  and  undiverted  attention  of  George 
Rose,  Esq.  (1796.) 

(//)  A  line  taken  from  the  Political  Eclogue,  inlitled  "  lUe 
••  Lyarsi'*  'he  most  finiihed  of  all  the  productions  of  the  Authors 

(f )  H,  R.  H.  the  Princess  Elizabeth. 


[  I"  ] 

Could  furnish  feasts  for  each  Parnassian  prig, 
A  Florence  goose,  three  ducklings,   and  one  [v)  pi 
With  Spartan  Pye  {x)  lull  England  to  repose. 


€»f  the  Rolliad.  Poblic  report  hat  assigned  this  classical  b 
free  composition  to  the  keen,  sarcastic  pen  of  General 
Patrick.  **  Snch  is  the  Bard  whose  distich  temt  commend 
I  may  be  mistaken  as  to  the  Author,  but  I  have  selecte 
cclogoe  to  reprobate  the  licentioas  spirit  which  pervadt 
whole  of  it.  The  Art  of  Political  Lying  indeed  was  not  in^ 
by  Loid  North,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Pitt,  General  Ficzpatri( 
any  modern  Suiesman.  It  is  an  ancient  and  approved 
John  Bull. 

( v)  A  Florence  goose,  &c— -See  a  publication,  entitled, 
•*  Ode  CO  an  Eton  Boy,  7br*€  Sonnets,  and  One  Epigram 
William  Parsons,  Esq.  This  gentleman  is  the  fairest 
Mr.  Gray's  Critics:  he  even  allows  the  superiority  c 
genius,  and  gives  bit  twm  verses  in  Mr.  Gray's  measure. 
^HifUity  of  the  principles  and  of  the  understanding  is  sonu 
anaccounuble. 

(«)  Spmriam  Fyc.^Mr.  Pyc»  the  present  poet  Laurent, 
the  best  intencioni  at  this  momentous  period,  if  not  wii 
very  best  poetry,  translated  the  verses  of  Tyrta^os  the  Sp: 
They  were  designed  to  produce  ani^iation  throughqmt  the 
idom,  and  among  the  Militia  in  particular.  Several  c 
Minfiewhg  Generals  (I  do  not  mean  the  Monthly  or  Cr 
were  much  impressed  with  their  mtiiibt  and  importance,  i 
a  board  of  General  Officers,  an  experiment  was  agreed 
which  unfortunately  failed.  They  were  read  aloud  at  W 
Common,  and  at  Barham  Downs  by  the  Adjutants,  at  the 
/•f  fyit  different  regiments,   at  each  camp,    and  mnch 


t  ^^3    1  ; 

Or  frighten  children  with  Lenora's  ( v)  woes :        70 


I  could-f— 


OCTAVIUS. 


Do  what?— where  will  your  vaunting  reach? 
Is  this  a  prelude  to  your  parting  speech  ? 

AUTHOR. 

expected.  But  before  they  were  half  fini&Ked,  all  the  front 
V^^okfy  aod  as  maDy  of  the  others  as  were  within  hearing  or 
^^rie  i^t,  dropped  their  arms  suddenly,  and  were  allfeuuifasi 
^iuf\  Marquis  Townshenc),  who  never  approved  of  the 
^cbeme,  said  with  his  usual  pleasantry,  that  the  first  of  all  poeta 
'^bienred,  '*  that  Sleep  is  the  brother  of  Death/'  (1796.) 

Oertaia-  kinds  of  f%9trj  and  writing  (to  which  I  have  been 

tiQ9  fluuch  accustomed)  may  be  added  to  the  number  of  the 

^Hms  Ayayy^t  or  Soporifics,  which  great  medical  writers  affirm 

^  bCf  accustomed  noises,  motions,  &c.  &c.  in  shoiC  the  9ra<ji  iv 

^uwfiw,.     The  acute  physician  Arbtjeus  thus  speaks ;— Trw 

^trfo^x  SflCOLVi  roL  ^vynBia,  Nac/rixA;  pb£v  i  sv  axarw  xaraatXiffis^ 

9^ai  sv  QaXatean  vspifopx,  xsu  aeyiaXei/y  TiX^i^  xai  xv/jutrctfy  xtuvot^ 

^K9tiMM¥  T€  CopiCof — xtX.(a)    The  wholc  passage  is  nncommonljr 

Sequent  and  sensible ;  and  my  medical  readers  will  thank  me  for 

^mating  it  out.    Aretaeus,  is  perhaps,  the  first  descriptive  painter 

Sn  his  art.    Such  accomplished  scholars  as  the  venerable  Dr. 

^eberdco,  Dr.  Glynn,  Sir  George   Baker,  Dr.  Turton,  Dr. 

Xdilman,   Dr.    Littlehales,    Dr.  Vivian,    and  a  few    othen, 

^A^liMi9  mmimm  MgHa  cbtf)  will  confirm  my  opinion. 

*■    ■■  ■  ■    ■ ■  ■■  '■         ■■■* 

{f)  AretSBi  Dc  MorUs  Acutis.  cap.  i.  p.  Tj*  edit.  Bocrhaave^ 


I     "4    ] 
AUTHOR- 

Spare»  spare;  till  time  subdues  my  hapless  r 
With  blast  autumnal,  or  the  damp  of  age. 
What  poet  will  refuse  to  drink,  or  sing. 
Since  Helicon  is  now  an  Irish  spring? 
A!I  thirst  alike;  which  made  Sam  Johnson  thin 
That  no  man  visits,  where  he  cannot  drink,  {yy 
Why  should  I  faint,  when  aU  with  patience  hea 
And  Laurent  Pye  sin^s  more  than  twice  a  year?  ( 

OCTAYI 

fjr)  A  tale  from   the  German,  translated  by  the  La 

H.  J.  ?yc,  Esq.  by  J.  T.  Stanly,  Esq.  M.  P,  &c,  &c.  &i 

9  sort  of  Blue  Beard  story  for  the  norsery.     I  am  asham 

think  that  the   public  curiosity  (I  will  not  say,  taste)  s 

]^ave  been  occupied  with  such  Diablerie  Tudcsque.  (1796.} 

1  should  however  be  unwilling  not  to  do  justice  tothe  elegai 

fascinating  pencil  of  Lady  Di.  Beauclerc  who  has  honoure 

decorated  the  subject ;  but  the  painter  and  the  musician  are 

employed  in  illuttrating  silly  subjects  and  silly  words*    S 

will  be  mosl  truci  mutatis  mutandis^  of  both  these  dWine  1 

Jl  cantar»  che  nell'  anima  si  seote  I 

II  fiu  m  seutiP  aliua^  il  men  Poracbh.    ( 1796,) 

(jy)  Dr.  Johnson's  character  of  the  Irish  hospitality,  11 
•f  his  lettersi^r  among  the  Boswelliana,  I  forget  which.  It  i 
wholly  inapplicable  to  some  of  our  own  countrymen. — " 
joung  men  visit,  where  they  pinnpt  drink."    It  is  a  pity* 


i    tzs    } 

OCTAVIUS. 
7ruce  with  the  Laureate 

;      AUTHOR.. 

'Tis  but  what  I  think; ' 
^6r  once  I  hopM  to  see  the  title  sink,  Zi 

^Vbile  piety  and  virtue  gracM  the  throne, 
And  genius  in  lamented  Warton  shone : 
AyCf  while  Britannia  cries  from  shore  to  Bhore, 
Augustus  reigns;  M-SicENAsr  is  no  more! 

Pitt  views  alike,  from  Holwood*s  sullen  brow, 
(As  neaf -observing  (z)  friendship  dare$  avow) 

The 

(w)  "  They  scarce  can  bear  their  Laureat  twice  myear**  So 
^id  Pope,  In  these  times  we  can  bear  our  harmless  fluttering 
^irth  da^  odes,  better  than  the  French  Dichyrambics  in  thr 
^I'gies  of  democracy.— Mr*  Pye  is  a  man  of  Jearning,  and  som* 
*^ttlekncyi  but  I  wish  his  poetry  had  more  force. 

(«)  I  mast  own,  that  unless  thd  Province  of  encoaraginf 
letters,  which  should  belong  to  the  great,  is  administered  with 
wisdom  and  discretion,  it  is  mort  desirable  that  there  wire  vt^ 
••fioa/agcmcnt  at  alj, 

la 
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The  fount  of  Pindus  or  Bccotia's  bog. 


In  confirmation  bowever  ^of  my  opinion  of  the  Mini 
rtfer  the  reader  to  a  |Munphlet  published  in  1 795.  en 
**  Friendly  Remarks  on  Mr.  Pitt'a  Adrainijtration,  by  a 
^  Obierver."  It  :s  written  by  a  good  scholar,  a  man  of  fc 
of  an  upright  mind,  of  an  independent  spirit,  and  the  prii 
of  a  gentleman*  It  has  been  ascribed  to  M.  Montagu. 
late  M*  P*  and  it  is,  I  believe,  acknowledged  by  him 
boldly  tells  the  Minister  of  his  fault,  namely  an  irnpno 
and  systematic  ttntem/tt  amd  mglat  rfM  mhiUty  mtd  Uttrmrf  \ 
**  They  had  no  poet,  and  they  died.'* 

I  would  by  no  means  apply  to  Mr.  Pitt  what  Spenser  t 
the  Lord  Trdisnrer  BuaLBiOH,  once  the  Chancellor  < 
University  of  Cambridge^  because  it  wouM  neither  be  trv 
just; 

Oh  let  not  Him, "of  whom  the  Mqse  is  irAraV, 
Alive,  nor  dead,  be  of  the  Muse  adornM!  (a) 

"    Bat  the  Muse  of  satire^may,  with  more  respect  and  de 
win  an  easier  iii'ay  to  the  region  of  his  sensibility,  in  the  W( 
"a Roman  poet; 

Felix  cuxaevm  !  cmi  n^n  Htbcoma  e§nli 
Strtm^  nee  imhelles  Parnassi  i  *vertUe  laurut ; 
Sed  viget  ingenium,  et  magnos  accinctus  in  nsus, 
Pert  animus  quascunque  vices ! 

Thes^  are  the  virtues  of  a  minister  in  times  of  change, 
general  convulsion. 

History  indeed  may  say  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  words  of  T 
^  Incekivm    illustrb   altioribus  studiis  juvenis    adn 

{a)  Sjpcnscr's  «•  Ruins  of  Time." 
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With  nothing  of  Msecenas,  but  his  frog,  (a)        90 

OCTAVIUS. 

Mei€  spleen  (^):  Pitt  sure  is  libera^  though  by  stealth* 

AUTHOR. 


*  dcdh }  non,  vt  plerique,  ut  nomhie  mtgnifico  segne  otionr 

*  W9lanlt,SMigu$fimi9r4kkfirsms/9rimitmjKEMPVBht CAM  cafis* 
^  M«BT."(^)  I  night  proceed  and  describe  him  at  **  Opum  {c% 
^  contemptor,  recti  penricaxy  constans  adversus  metusi*'  but  I 
C9111MK  porsoe  him  through  the  integral  character  of  HelvidiiK 
Fkiiciis/because  I  conceive  Power^  and  not  Fame,  to  be  the 
principle  of  this  mighty  Minister  of  Great  Britain. 

(if)  In  the  time  of  Augustas,  during  the  administration  of 
ftlaecenasy  that  Minister's  sea],  bearing  tke  figure  of  a  paoo^ 
Wis  annexed  to  all  money-hlls.  I  mention  this  anecdote  u 
Corkmsy  and  perhaps  not  geserallj  known.  It  is  recorded  in 
ftioy's  Natural  History,  Book  37.  ch.  x.  **  Maanatis  Ran  a, 
'*  9t  collstiwim  picuniarum,  in  magno  l(errore  er.at.'*  I  also  refer 
the  reader  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  Gems^  vol.  a.  engraved 

private!/ 

^^**^— — i^pi—  ■  ■  ■■   M    Wl     I    «     I  -I  I    — I.    ■  ■■■■■  I     I.I       ■    ■  I     » 

(*)  Hist.  4.  Sect.  5, 

(r)  Though  Mr.  P.  ^bs/kises  wmuyi  yet  I  wish  he  woold  gifie 
>Nff  BiWftiM  to  fmhHc  igctn§ny  than  ho  has  hitherto  done.  Ho  i% 
'tsenriog  of  much  censure  in  this  respect.  He  seems  to  have 
fcrgottea  what  Mr.  Burke  once  thundered  in  the  ears  of  one  of 
^h  predecessors,  (Lord  North)  in  the  Hr  of  C.  ^^'M»sfmm  tit 
^  VictIgal  Parsimnua*^    (> 7970 
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AUTHOR. 

Yes,  and  he  spares  a  nation's  inborn  wealth; 

Anothci^ 


privttety,  and  to  the  elegant  Latin  descriptions  of  them  by  thc^ 
|Lcv»  Dr.  Cole,  late  Fellow  of  King's  College  in  Cambridge* 

Nothing  is  so  like  as  one  Minister  to  another  in  Uiis  respecC  ^ 
iMtt  it  is  dWhcalt  to  refrain  from  remarking*  that  Prop  were^oiMS 
«f  the  phguei  of  Egypt. 

Xt)  Octavias  is  wrong.  I  am  neither  a  personal  nor  a  politic 
cal  enemy  to  Mr.  Pixr. 

1  think  Mr.  Pitt  a  poweriiul  and  efficient  MiaTsttr,  eB&- 
sentTy  adorned  with  natural  gifts  and  eodowments,  and  solemnly 
marked  out  and  elected  to  his  great  <^ce.    He  has  talents  Co 
conduct,  to  persuade,  and  to  eommand.    He  is  a  scholar ;  /  k^^nm 
(im  to  be  such,  and  a  ripe  and  good  one.    The  low  passion  o( 
avarice  has  no  root  in  his  mind;   but  the  sin,  by  which  tbt 
angels  fell,  rages  in  bim  without  measure  and  without  contraL 
To  tcll  a  Minister,  that  pride  was  not  madc/jr  Him  or  for  any 
man,  because  he  has  nothing  which  he  has  not  received,  wodld 
be  to  argue  a  gross  ignorance  of  our  fallen  nature.     He  has  no 
servility  in  him.    Firm,  constant,  and  nnbending^   he  has  the 
principles  of  a  man^  whp  knows  and  feels  what  Is  demanded  of 
bim  by  his  country.    He  comes  into  the  House  of  Commons^ 
iK>t  to  bow,  but  to  do  the  business  of  the  state,  and  he  does  it^ 
There  is  not  a  subject  presented  to  him,  even  casually,  in  whicii 
Itts  ability  is  not  conspicuous.    He  creau  it  as  if  it  had  been  the 

aobjecfe 
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Another  Adam  {c)  in  ceconomy. 


For 


sobject  of  his  continued  {a)  nneditation.  /«  the  nrnduct  of  the 
French  war,  he,  his  colleagues,  and  his  allies  have  been  all  found 
vfan/ing ;  but  in  the  principle  just,  if  not  steady. 

I  will  addy  that  in  respect  to  personal  indi*vidual  gratification  % 
I  regard  Mr.  Titt  as  the  most  fortunate  man  upon  record. 
Called  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times  beyond  human  control, 
and  by  events  not  in  the  wildest  range  of  expectation,  he  was 
placed,  almost  without  his  seeking  it,  in  the  highest  public 
sucion.  He  passed  at  once  to  the  innermost  of  the  temple, 
without  treading  the  vestibule.  In  the  bloom  and  vigour  of  his 
facolties,  (for  he  bore  the  blossom  and  the  fruit  at  once)  and  in 
die  prime  of  life,  when  every  thing  can  charm,  that  which  can 
charm  the  most,  Powbr,  was  voluntarily  offered  to  him, 
confirmed,  continued,  and  established  by  his  King  and  by  his 
eoontry«  His  faults,  his  follies,  and  his  blemishes,  (for  he  has 
ill)  might  be  oasily  removed,  but  I  think  he  will  not  remove  them. 
He  felt  at  once,  as  many  men  have  done  before  him,  the  highest 
ability  in  himself;  and  he  found,  what  is  denied  to  most  men  uf 
gtniQS,  a  full  and  adequate  exertion  of  it  in  high  oflice. 

My  hope  and  earnest  prayer  is,  that  the  termination  of  his 
political  labours,  and  the  result  of  thi^  just  and  tremendous  wnr 
with  the  Republic  of  France,  may  be  finally  to  establish 
**  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  Peace.'* 

Is  this  the  language  of  an  enemy  ?  1  respect,  nay,  I  would  de- 
fend him  :  I  wish  him  a  long  continuance  in  office :  but  1  nen)trQ.^XL 
entertain  a  personal  ngard  or  affection  for  Mr.  Pitt.     (1796.) 

(«)  In  this  respect  Mr.  Pitt  always  reminded  me  of  Themistoclcs, 
as  recorded  by  the  great  historian.  «*  0,yL^\x  ^t/vgo-g*,  a^uiKcas 
•*  Miv  ScnuK/uLM,  /AeXcTTif  is  Zpa%vT^ri,  xpxTKrros  Sw  «t^ 
**  ««/T9<rx£Ji2?eiy  r»  hovrx."     Thucyd,  Lib.  1.  Sect.  138. 


I   ^30  3 

For  all,  but  Burke,  (rf)  escape  his  searching  eye. 
Stiff  from  old  Turgot,  [e)  and  his  rigid  school. 
He  never  deviates  from  this  wholesorac  rule; 

"Left 

(c)  Adam  Smith,  the  great  writer  on  wealth  and  finance, 
from  whom  Mr.  Pitt  learned  his  art. 

(^)  This  is  not  mentioned  as  a  cenanre  on  Mr.  Pitt  for  his 
liberality,  for  I  think  the  whole  of  his  pension  merited  by 
Mr.  Burke,  though  I  wish  it  had  never  been  accepted* 

On  this  subject,  I  may  say,  that  in  *'  Mr.  Burke's  Letter  on 
the  '*  Duke  of  Bedford's  Attack  on  Him  in  the  House  cf  Lords," 
1  perceive  genius,  ability,  dignity,  imagination,  and  sights  more 
than  youthful  poets  ever  dreamed,  and  sometimes  the  philosophy 
of  Plato,  and  the  wit  of  Lucian.  But  what  I  esteem  most  of 
ally  I  hear  again  the  'warning  'voice  of  one  njubo  saw  the  ap^calyfte^ 
and  FIRST  cried  aloud  in  England,  and  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Europe. 

1  cannot  describe  the  whole  composition  better  than  in  the 
words  of  that  Poet,  who  would  have  been  proad  to  record 
the  workmanship  of  Edmund  fiuRKE.  Brontes,  Steropes,  and 
Pyracmon,  it  will  be  allowed,  have  all  had  their  share  in  the 
fabrication  of  this  in/ermatum/ulmen* 

•'  Trcs  imbris  torti  radios,  trcs  nubis  aqoosse 

**  Addiderarit,  raitili  tr^s  ignis  et  alitis  austri ; 

•*  Fulgores  nunc  terrificos,  soaitamqoe  metumque 

"  Misccbantopcri,  flammisque  sequacibusira$."(tf)   (1796O 

{e)  Mr.  Turgor,  ci  devant  Controller  General  of  French 
Finance :  the  founder  of  the  modern  Otconomic  School. 

Modern  State  Oeconomy  often  seems  to  consist  in  spending  or 
f  qoandcriog  the  greatest  possible  sums  in  the  least  possible  time. 

(«)  Virg.  i£n.  8.  v.  429. 
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^*  Left  to  themselves  all  find  their  level  price, 
^'  Potatoes,  verses,  turnips,  greek,  and  rice.*' 


OCTAVIUS. 

Strange  times  indeed  to  banter  on  finance; 
Pray,  if  you  call  him  frugal,  think  of  France;    lOO 

A  U  T  H  O  R. 

Well,  rilbe  brief;  with  France  he  must  contend; 
There  I  will  own,  and  feel  myself  his  friend. 
And  sing  with  Burke*s  or  Maro*s  borrowed  fire, 
*'  Arms  and  the  man/*  till  anarchy  (/)  expire. 

Sedition*^ 

(/)  In  the  just  and  Inevitable,  but  most  fatal  and  most  tre- 
mendous war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  in  which  all  Europe 
has  Wed,  and  yet  bleeds  in  every  vein  and  artery,  the  first  object 
we  look  for  is,  a  stability  of  peace.  But  no  stability  can  as  yet 
be  found  in  all  the  convulsive  labours  of  the  sanguinary  nation. 
That  modern  Gallic  Julia  has  done  nothing  but  conceive  one 
mis-shapen  lump  af(er  another,  in  the  foecuUncy  of  her  political 

1 2  womb; 
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Sedition's  crew  is  bound ;  the  gloomy  band 
In  chains  of  penal  silence  musing  stand, 
Ordoom'd  in  classic  (^)  impotence  to  rave* 
Tlicir  ceaseless  round,  within  the  smouldring  cave, 

The 

womb;  conception  upon  conception,  abortion  upon  abortion: 
and  what  c^n  we  say, 

*'  Cum  tot  abortivis  foscundam  Julia  vulraoi 

**  Solvcret,  ct  patruo  similes  efFunderet  ofFai."  (a) 

We  must,  I  fear,  yet  wait  a  season  ;  (May  1796)  and  whatever 
we  have  paid,  or  must  still  pay,  must  be  considered  as  the 
mvnXuTftoVf  the  great  price  of  delivery  and  redemption  from 
slavery,  revolution,  French  anarchy,  and  the  disruption  of  social 
order ;  when  the  earth  is  borsting  asunder,  and  hell  yawning^ 
from  beneath;  or  in  language,  which  Edmund  Burke  aloiia 
could  reproduce  in  English, 

And  what  wonder  ?  It  is  Longinus  who  speaks  of  Homer.  (^) 
(1796.) 

{g)  Since  the  passing  of  the  Bills  (in  1795)  against  treason, 
seditious  meetings,  assemblies,  lectures,  harangues.  Sec.  John 
Thelwall  read  during  the  Lent  season,  1796,  what  he  termed 
C/^//iVtf/ Lectures;  and  most  kindly  and  affectionately  pointed 
out  ihi  itficts  of  all  the  ancient  governments  of  Greece,  Rome^ 

Oli 


(tf)  Juv,  Sat.  2.  v.  32. 
(£)  Long.  deSubl.  Sect,  9* 


C    ^33    1 

The  dark  Vulcanian  chamber,  whence  they  strove 
To  forge  and  hurl  the  bolts  of  Stygian  Jove.       no 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Nay,  if  you  thus  proceed.  Til  read  the  bill. 
In  Hatsell's  (A)clerkly  tone,  clear,  loud,  and  shrill, 

And 

OA/ Prance,  &c&(e.  and  the  cMutes  of  rebellion,  iosurrection, 
regeneration  of  governments,  terrorinn,  massacres^  and  revolo- 
tionary  murder ;  without  tin  least  bint  or  application  to  England 
tod  its  constitQtion.  Shewing  bvw  the  Gracchi  were  great  men, 
and  so  by  implication,  the  Bedfords,  the  Lauderdalfei,  &c.  I 
mast  own,  I  fear  nothing  from  such  lectures.    (1796.) 

(b)  John  Hatsell,  Esq.  the  very  learned,  polite,  and  respectable 
Clerk  of  the  Home  of  Commons.  1 796.  This  accomplished 
gentleman  has  lately  resigned  his  office,  with  that  propriety  and 
discernmentof  time,  and  circumstance,  and  of  the  *'  aecatis  insi- 
**  diae,"  which  have  uniformly  distinguished  his  very  useful  and 
honourable  life  in  public  office,     ^ando  mllam  invinient  parent ! 

Thz  illustrious  Speaker  op  the  H.  of  C.  tbe  Rt.  Hon. 
Henry  Addington,  (neither  inferior  nor  second  to  a^j 
statesman  in  that  House  in  temperate  eloquence,  accuracy  of 
knowledge,  and  soundness  of  understanding,)  announced  Mr. 
Hatseirs  intended  resignation  in  a  manner  which  did  honour  to 
tlie  sincerity  of  his  friendship,  and  to  his  sense  of  the  loss  of  so 
able  a  servant  of  the  public.  The  House  was  unanimous  in 
their  applause.    Mrr  f  ict  seconded  the  Speaker,  and  pronounced 

X  3  alsa 
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And  Jekyirs(/)  comment  too. 

AUTHOR. 

Pray,  heav'n  forbear : 
Come  then,  Til  breathe  at  large  ethereal  air. 


Far 


also  his  tesdmony.  But  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  Mr.  Pitt  spokot 
when  that  Rt.  Hon.  Miniscer  thinks  proper  to  assume  the 
language  of  commendation. 

Mr.  Hatsell  has  given  a  most  judicious  work  (^)  to  the  public, 
which  all  senators  will  do  well  to  consult  frequently.  Mr.  H. 
will  excuse  me  for  adapting  to  him  in  ibis  rapect  a  few  words 
from  Quintilian.  *'  Monumenta  rerum  posteris  quacrentibus 
V  tradidit.  Frequentabunt  ejus  domum  optimi  juvenes,  et  veram 
<*  viam,  velat  ex  oracalo,  petent.  Hos  ille  formabit  ut  vetns 
**  gubernator,  littora  et  portus,  et  quid  secundis  flatibus,  qui4 
««  adversisy  racis  poscat,  docebit,  et  communi  ciuctus  officio  et 
**  amore  quodam  operis,"   Quintil.  Lib.  i2.  c.xi.  s.  i. 

Mr.  Hatsell  will  not  suspect  the  hand  which  has  paid  this 
tribute  to  his  character  and  his  merits,     (August  1797*) 

(0  There  is  rather  too  much  of  pertness  and  self  sufficiency  ia 
Mr.  Joseph  Jekyll's  remarks;  and  I  do  not  apprehend  that  hit 
witticisms  will  ever  shake  a  minister  like  the  Kt.  Ho^.  Willian^ 
Pitt. 

Magno  discrimine  Cauiam 
Protegtre  affeetas ?  te  consule,  die  tibi,  quis  sis, 
Orat«r  vehemens,  an  Curtius,  an  Matho;  buccal 

Koscenda  est  mensura  tux. 

Juv.  Sat.  xi.  V.  3». 

(by  Precedents  of  Proceedings  in  the  H.  of  C.  with  observationt « 
4  volumes  4to, 


[    >3S    ] 
Far  from  the  bar,  the  senate,  and  the  court. 
And  in  Avo'nian  fields  with  Steevens  sport, 
(Whom  late,  from  Hampstead  journeying  (*)  to  his 
-Aurora  oft  for  Cephalus  (/)  mistook,  [book. 

What  time  he  brush'd  her  dew&  with  hasty  pace. 
To  meet  {m)  the  Printer*&dev'let  face  to  face :)     izq 
AVithdogs(«)bladfe  lefter'll  in  the  Stratford  Course, 
!Mouth-match'd  like  bells,  yet  of  unequal  force,  («//) 

For 

(i)  He  used  to  leave  his  Tuscoluns,  the  seat  of  Steevens  and 
^f  wisdom,  at  Hampstead,  between  four  and  five  o'clock  every 
morning,  to  revise  the  proof  sheets  of  the  last  edition  of  Shak- 
speare,  1793*  in  15  vol.  8vo^  at  his  friend  Reed's  chambers. 
I  heard  of  nothing  else  at  the  time.     (1796.) 

(/)       **  Hunc  ne  pro  Cephalo  rapercs,  Aurora,  timebam."^ 

Sappho  toPhaon.. 

I  will  own,  I  was  always  apprehensive  for  the  safety  and  classic 
purity  of /^^  Attic  hoy^  so  very  soon  in  the^morning,  on  Primrose 
hilly  **  earth's  freshest  softest  lap ;"  but  notwithstanding  theiO 
early  freaks,  tbt youth  is  still  safe,  as  I  hear.     (1796.) 

(w)  "  Tb  meet — the  Sun  upon  the  upland  lawn,'' 

Gray's  Elegy 
(»)  See  the  First  Dialogue  of  the  Pursuits  of  Literature. 

(my)  *^  My  love  shall  hear  the  music  of  my  hounds, 

<*  And  gallant  chiding;  match'd  in  mouth  like  bellt, 
^  Each  andcr  each/'  &c. 

Midsummer  Night's  Dreain^ 

1 4 
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For  well  I  markM  them  all  {0)  with  curious  heed. 

OCTAVIUS. 

(•)  I  ternoed  the  commentatori  oa  Shakspeare  out  of  mere 
pleasaotr/y  **  black-lcttcr  d'>gs." 

Bqc  if  among  these  scholars,  or  in  atiy  other  dacrittin  tf 
tht  learmd^  there  shoald  be  found  a  man,  who,  with  tht 
grace  of  exterior  accomplishment,  or  the  folsome  semblance 
of  it;  with  the  gifts  of  fortune,  and  the  rank  of  a  genileman; 
with  a  strong  devotion  to  literature  without  remission,  ^od 
almost  without  example;  with  acuteness  of  mind  and  rxtcnsive 
classical  erudition;  who,  I  sa7,  shoald  10  far  forget  himself 
as  to  practise  arcs  which  would  disgrace  the  meanest  retainer 
to  learning:—-//  such  a  man  shoald  be  found,  with  fair 
professions  and  obliging  attentions,  simular  of  friendship,  but 
at  the  bottom  false,  hollow,  designing,  and  malicious;  who 
jealous  of  every  little  advancement  or  lucky  discovery,  iuen  of  m. 
frofesiioual  artist^  should  strive  to  depress  the  efForrsof  struggling 
laborious  merit,  or  to  blast  the  rival  ingenuity  of  his  learned 
contemporaries;  who  should  inflict  a  wound  with  more  thaa 
Parthian  dexterity,  and  yet  be  studious  of  frequenting  tho 
company  of  men  of  character  to  countenance  his  own;  and 
finally,  who  should  collect  and  scatter  around  him  lbs  virus  iuMarff 
tiie  vaporous  drops  that  hang  in  any  region  of  infection,  that  the 
objects  of  their  influence  might  feel  the  blast  of  the  enchanter, 
and  know  not  whence  it  came  : — I/j  I  say,  such  a  mak  thouU 
be  found,  1  shall  not  name  him,  and  it  is  not  for  him  to  lay  bare 
bis  own  conscience  by  a  foolish,  appropriating  indiscretion. 

I  have  only  sketched  out  at  present  such  a  character  in  prose ;  and 
all  I  shall  say  further  is,  may  He,  if  such  a  man  exist,  strive  to 
wipe  out  such  actions  by  more  than  literary  contrition;  and 
deeply  feel  and  know  that  he  has  lived,  throughout  the  course  of 
a  life  not  inconsiderable  in  its  duration,  onder  a  £iulenoi*»  and  a 
.ifmditd  abnicof  timCi  Icaminj^i  talents,  and  accomplishments; 

TbU 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Not  all :  you  pass'd  the  grave  laborioiis  (/f)  Reedy 
Friend  to  most  traders  in  researches  quaint. 
Layman  or  priest,  the  sinner  or  the  ^aint ; 
Farmer  he  loves,  and  Steevens  will  receive : 
Though  not  Alie  {Jf^)Masterre{q}hc\2Lnd  by  your  leave. 

He 

TUt  character  is  lefc  ok  ncord,  like  any  of  La  Braycre'St 
liiitboMt  iviw  tbesha^^w  $/  «  nami.  It  shall  ever  remain  unaffn* 
friuiedhyme.     (1796.) 

If  an/  person  should  ask  why  such  a  character  was  drawn,  I 
reply  ia  }ktt  words  of  Pope : 

''  Aik  you  the  provocation  that  I  had  ? 
*•  The  strong  antipathy  of  good  to  ead/' 

(/)  Isaac  Reed,  Esq.  editor  of  Dodsley*s  old  plays,  lately 
itpghlished  1  a  gentleman  of  learning,  information,  and  ingenuity, 
and  greatly  respected.  I  mention  him  with  very  particular 
pleasure.     (1796.) 

(/{^)  AJluding  to  the  oniform  and  consunt  rtduplicaticn  of 
tbe.«y  spelling  of  every  word  in  Mr.  Ireland^s  mixj  volume  by 
Shtkspeare.  Mast/rr/  for  inast/i*,  i)t  for  bj^  broth,  rr^  for 
brothrr,  &c.  &C.     (1 796.) 

(f)  Tilt  potsctsor  and  editor  of  the  MSS.  asserted  to  !>• 
tkikspeare's ;  from  whose  cfcina  in  Norfolk-street,  issned  the 

tragedy 


C   138^  ] 

He  laughs  to  see  our  new  Salmoneus  stand. 

His  mimic  thunder  rattling  o'er  the  Strand,       130 

On  fiery  coursers  from  Olympiads  plain. 

Tossing  the  torch,  in  sovereign  splendor  vain. 

Command  the  world's  prostration  from  afar, 

"  SHAKSPEAREandJovE"grav'd  on  the  burning  car 

In  lettered  radiance  > 

AUTHOR. 

Soft  awhile;  'tis  wrong: 
Can  strains  like  these  to  manuscripts  belong? 
To  notes,  bonds,  deeds,  receipts,  fac*similcs. 
And  all  that  lawyers  feign  for  proper  fees? 
Monks  and  attorneys  may  engage  Malone : 
Annius,  (r)  or  Ireland,  (j)  'tis  to  me  all  one.     140 

Give 

tragedy  of  Vortigern,  daimiDg  to  be  tlie  compoiition  of 
Shakspeare,  acted  in  March,  1796,  at  Drury-Iane  Theatre,  and 
received  in  such  ^  faltering  manner,  (a) 

(r)  Annius  was  a  monk  of  Vitcrbo  in  the  i5thcentory,  and 
eelebrated    for    many    forgeries    of  ancient  manuscripts  aad 

itt8crtptioQf» 
(tf)  i.  c.  d-^mn'd  by  Box,  Pit,  and  Gallery. 


[     »39    ] 

Give  me  the  soul  that  breathes  in  Shakspearc's  page. 

Strength  from  within,  the  unresisted  rage. 

The  thought  that  stretchM  beyond  creation's  bound. 

And  in  the  flaming  walls  no  barrier  found. 

The  pen  he  dipt  in  mind ;  {ss) — I'll  hush  to  rest 

The  little  tumults  of  a  critic's  breast. 

What  though  no  Vatican  unbars  the  door. 
No  Palatine  to  Ireland  yields  it's  store. 
Treasures  he  has,  and  many  a  prouder  tome 
Than  kings  to  Granta  gave,  or  Bodley's  dome.  150 
Pages,  on  which  the  eye  of  Shakspeare  (/)  por'd. 
The  notes  he  made,  the  readings  he  restor'd. 

The 

inscriptions.  See  his  Seventeen  Books  of  Antiquities.  It  may  be 
proper  cp  observe,  that  mere  vanity  was  his  moiive;  he  never 
lolicited  ^ny  subscription  fcr  his  ancients. 

(/)  See  all  the  farrago,  of  which  Mr.  Ireland  possesses  th 
^inaii^  oamerous  beyood  belief;  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe 
them.    (1796.) 

Nvy.     Suidas  de  Vet.  Auct. 

(0  Mr.  Ireland  asserts  that  he  has  the  very  librarj'of  Shakspeare^ 
^thhii  signature,  his  notes,  and  remarks,  &c«  in  the  margin  of 
^  books,  all  in  bis  ov^n  band-vsriting. 


C  140  ] 

The  very  gibes  he  scribbled,  and  the  joke 
That  from  the  laughing  bard  on  margins  broke. 

But  Where's  the  dark  array,  the  vesture  plain. 
With  many  amould'ring  venerable  stain? 
All  fled :  a  wonder  opens  to  our  view; 

The  shield  is  scower'd,  and  the  books  arc  new;  (* ) 

In  her  own  hues  great  Nature  best  is  seen  : 

So  Ireland  spoke;  and  made  the  black — One  Gre^Jt. 

Eternal  verdure  bloom  in  Shakspeare's  grove !  161 
Where  led  by  light  from  heav*n,  he  oft  would  rove 
In  solitude  and  sacred  silence  blest ; 
And  in  the  musings  of  his  mighty  breast. 

All 

(x)  Mr.  Ireland  has  not  thought  proper  to  preserve  the  hook* 
§/Shah/teare^j  Library  in  their  original  and  curious  old  blad^ 
binding,  (as  could  have  been  wished);  but,  like  the  noT:^ 
employed  by  Dr.  Cornelius  Scriblerus,  he  has  scowexed  theitf' 
we!],  and  made  them  aJ/  nrw ;  and  with  singular  felicity  ka^ 
re- hound thim  all  in  G r h £ n  morocco / ! ! 

I  have  written  thfs  whole  passage  in  the  Poem  and  tb^ 
Notes,  to  perfetuati  the  memory  of  this  extraordinary  event  i^ 
literary  history,  which  seems  to  be  passing  into  oblivion.  ^ 
cannot  think  that  any  subject  relating  to  Shakspeare  shoald  ^^ 
wholly  disregarded.     (175^6.) 


,C     HI     ] 

All  as  he  scanned  thcvdumc  of  the  past, 
O'er  Greece  and  Rome  one  wishful  glance  would  cast ; 
Mourn  not,  plcas'd  Nature  cried,their  sounds  unknown, 
A^  universallanguage  is  your  own. 

.OCTAVIUS. 

Enough  for  me  great  Shakspcare's  words  to  hear, 
though  but  in  common  with  the  vulgar  ear,      170 
^Without  one  note,  or  horn-book  in  my  head, 
Ritson's  coarse  trash,  or  lumber  of  the  dead. 
Can  flippant  wit,  and  book-learnM  confidence, 
Alone  give  right  to  science,  taste  and  sense  ? 
h  modest,  worth  by  idle  boasting  shewn  ? 
Then,  nor  till  then,  will  I  approve  Malope  :  [y) 

Sec 

\y)  Sec  Mr.  Malooc's  Enquiry  into  the  auihcnticiiy  of  Mr. 
Ireland's  Shakspcarc  MSS.  &c.  which  he  calls  (not  iinpropcrl)f) 
«  vindicatioQ  of  Shakspeare.  The  subject  is  indeed  rather 
9verlmd  by  the  Jearned  critic,  but  there  is  much  sagacity  and 
'''genuicy  in  the  treatment  of  it,  and  I  think  it  is  satisfactory 
M  proves  the  point.  Still  Mr.  Malone  W  too  confident  and 
presumptuous,  and  not  always  attentive  to  that  politeness  of 
*"^cicr,  which  at  least  all  amateur  critics  should  maintain. 

I  think 


C  H»  3 

Sec  on  the  critic,  "  in  his  pride  of  place,' 


Laborioii 


I  think  Mr.  Ireland  will  now  hardly  tay  of  these  mznuscripi 
and    original  plays  of  Shakspeare, 

Nunc  non  e  manibus  illis. 
Nunc  non  e  i\xm\\\o /or tunatdque  favilla, 
Nasccntur  violac  ?  ♦ 

No,  Mr.  Ireland,  neither  violets  nor  guineas.—**  Go  to  be< 
'*  Basil ;  good  night>  go  to  bed.*'     (See  the  Spanish  Barber*) 

I  have  just  read  two  pamphlets  on  this  subject,  the  first  b} 
Mr.  Ireland's  son^  and  the  second  by  Mr.  Ireland  himself.  Thi 
shameless  effrontery  of  the  boy,  in  avowing  himself  the  aatboc 
of  these  manuscripts,  is  only  equalled  by  the  tender  solicitadc 
of  the  father  for  tbiir  credit  and  auihenticity.  Mr.  IrelaoJ 
senior  originally  rested  the  whole  with  his  sor  who,  as  he  con- 
stantly affirmed,  gave  the  collection  to  him,  plays,  receipUp 
drawings, deeds,"  white,  black, and  grey, and  all  the  trumpery;" 
but  declined  naming  the  person  from  whom  he  received  thetn* 
Mr.  Ireland  &ei«ior  noiu  presents  us  with  the  testimony  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Parr,  Sir  Isaac  Heard,  Mr.  Pinkerton,  Mr,  Laureac 
Pye,  Mr.  Boswell,  &c.  who  all  signed  a  paper  (very  fwisely  to  be 
sure)  that  they  were  ««i;/zffr</ of  the  authenticity  ofthepapert« 
What  can  that  prove  ? 

The  boy's  tale  is  simple;  he  absolutely  asserts  that  he  forgeC 
the  whole  collection,  and  gave  the  papers  to  his  father,  to  please 
at  once  and  to  deceive  him,  and  the  world.  A  very  dutiful  a»^ 
very  modest  lad  !  Do  we  believe  the  boy  ?  If  we  do,  the  bosx 
ness  is  at  end.  The  Father  again  and  again  asserts,  chat  be  » 
Ignorant  of  the  person  or  the  place  from  whence  they  came,  an-- 

icfci 
*  Pers.  Sat.  r.  v.  38. 


r  143  ] 

Laborious  Chalmers  drops  his  leaden  mace,  (yy) 


In 


refers  to  his  soo*s  information.     Naw  he  disbelieves  his  own  son, 
and  defends  the  authenticity  of  the  papers.     Utrum  HorumP 

In  short,  between  them  both.  Father  and  Son,  there  appears  to 
me,  what  the  Greeks  call  a  Sro,o77),  a  sort  of  natural  parental 
affection  for  these  manuscripts,  which  is  very  strange,  and 
which  I  cannot  explain,  but  which  quite  satisfies  me  as  to  the 
nature  oi  ihtxr  originality,  Mr.  Malone's  learning  and  politcnew 
have  not  much  to  do  with  the  bu&inest  as  a  matter  of  fact  \  and 
the  whole  question  now  turns  upon  this  momentous  point: 
•'  whether  Mr.  Ireland  or  Mr.  Malonc  is  the  greatest 
•CHOLAR  ?  [aY*  This  is  what  the  logicians  call  the  Reductioad 
Absurdum ;  and  there  the  question  may  sleep,  and  Shakspeara 
too.    (Jan.  5,  1797.) 

{yy)  Sec  '*  The  Apology  for  the  Believers  in — (Mr.  Ireland's) 
Shakspeare  Papers.'* 

''  So  forced  from  wind-gons  lead  itself  can  fly» 

**  And  pondVous  slugs  cut  swiftly  through  the  sky.**(^) 

Mr.  Chalmers  is  a  well  informed,  very  useful,  and  ivell-mcaning 
writer,  but  too  **  laborious,  heavy  and  busy''  in  his  wotks.  Ic 
was  but  a  waate  of  erudicion  to  throw  it  away  on  this  compo- 
sition. He  always  has  my  thanks  for  his  political  information  ; 
but  I  wish  he  had  more  spirit  and  a  more  animated  manner;  for 
he  is  a  gentleman  of  great  learning  and  respectability,  whea 
employed  in  h'n/irofer  department. 

(a)  See  Mr.  Ireland*s   farewell  pamphlet  on  Mr.  MaIone*i 
ichilanbif.     (July  5,  1797.) 

JJ>)  Dunciad« 


[     144    ] 
In  the  wHd  squabbles  of  a  wordy  war, 
X.et  rabid  (z)  Person  tell,  or  griesly  Parr,  {a)        if  • 
Coombe,  Travis,  Ireland,  or  whatc'er  the  name. 
The  breeding  of  mere  critics  is  the  same  : 
From  royal  Phalaris  let  your  views  extend 
To  Bristol's  wizard  stripling,  and  his  end. 

Hear  Catcott  {b)  cry,  in  chearless  life's  decline. 
Thus  Rowley  once,  and  Chatterton  were  mine. 

Hi 

(z)  Mr.  Professor  Porson's  Letters  to  Archdeacon  Traris  ai 
conspicuous  for  their  erudition,  acutencss,  accuracy,  viriileiio 
bitterness,  and  invective. 

(a)  I  allude  to  Dr.  Parr's  Controversy  with  Dr.  CoobI 
about  Horace.  It  seems  Dr.  Parr  was  angry  that  be  did  o 
assist  the  little  critical  man-midwife  at  the  labour,  **  nte  maim 
**  aperire  partus.**  Dr.  Parr  it  more  fond  of  a  Caesariaa  oper 
tion  in  criticism.  See  more  in  a  future  note  to  the  Third  Di 
logue  of  this  Poem. 

(h)  When  \  first  published  the  first  part  of  this  poem  (in  179 
1  had  only  casually  glanced  on  the  subject  of  Rowley.  S 
P.  of  L.  Part.  I.  but  since  that  time  having  ti^A  some  leisi 
and  more  curiosity,  I  have  perused  many  of  the  learned  tn 
tiscs  upon  it.  I  never  wish  to  have  any  thtng  to  do  wi 
the  decision  of  such  a  controversy  as  this,  which  is  even  b< 
scarcely  at  rest;  but  having  the  feelings  of  a  gentleman,  1 11 
ftruck,  as  I  was  reading,  with  the  cruel  treatment  of  poor  li 
Catcott  of  Bristol|  the  sneers  jbr/0«  the  frwterer^  and  the  illibe 

rcflectic 


•  '[    H5    ] 

He  saw  his  Bard,  by  Milles*s  pondVoiis  length  {bb) 
Overlaid,  revive  in  splendor,  fame,  and  strengdi. 
For  Bryant  [c)  came ;  the  Muses  all  return. 
And  light  their  lamps  at  Rowley's  fruitful  urn  ;  190 

While 

''^dectioils  on  a  plain,  eurious,  honest,  and  inoffensive  man, 
without  whose  zeal  and  solicitude,  (I  speak  from  the  printed 
Accounts)  these  singular  poeras  would  never  have  appeared^ 
^c  seemed  to  say  with  justice, 

Oro,  miserere  laborum 
Tantorum,  miserere  animi  non  digna  ferentis.  * 

(W)  The  edition  of  Rowley's  Poems  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milles. 

(0  No  man  of  literature  can   pass  by  the  name  of  Mr. 

3&»TANT  without  gratitude  and  revereride.     He  is  a  gentleman 

of  attain mt'nts  peculiar  to  himself,  and  of  classical  eruditiba 

^^ithout  an  equal  in  Europe.    His  whole  life  has  been  spent  in 

laborious  researches,  and  the  most  curious  investigations.    He 

hai a  youthful  fancy,   and  a  playful  wit:  with  the  mind,  and 

^ccasionilly  with  the  pen,  of  a  poet;  and  with  an  ease  and 

Mmplicity  of  style  aiming  only  at  perspicuity,  and,  as  I  chii.k^ 

attaining  it.    He  has  contended  in  various  fields  of  controversy 

>with  various  success;  but  always  with  a  seal  for  truth  and  a 

soberness  of  enquiry. 

In  speaking  of  Mr.  Bryant,  I  have  no  necessity,  as  I 
too  often  have,  to  qualify  my  commendations.  He  has  lived 
to  sec  his  eightieth  winter  (and  may  he  yet  long  live)  with 
the  esteem  of  the  wise  and  good;  in  honourable  retire* 
i>^t  from  the  cares  of  life;  with  a  gentleness  of  manner?^ 
^^^  a  readiness   and  willingness  of  literary  commuDication 

K  seldonn 

*  Virg.  Mnt  a.  V.  143. 


[     146     ] 

While  Cam  feceivM  the  Bard  with  all  his  train, 
Though  Isis  turned  her  current  in  disdain. 

The  Boy  whom  once  patrician  pens  adorn'd, 
First  meanly  flatter'd,  {(c)  then  as  meanly  scorn\ 
Drooping  he  {dJ)  raised,  and  lent  his  little  aid. 
The  gleanings  of  a  hard  and  humble  trade. 
Innoxious  man :  yet  what  may  truth  avail ! 
Blameless  his  life,  and  simple  as  his  tale ; 

E 


teldom  found.  He  is  admired  and  sought  after  by  the  yo 
\i*bo  are  entering  on  a  course  of  study  ;  and  revered,  and  o 
followed,  by  those  who  have  completed  it.  Above  all,  he 
gone  forth  in  the  strength  imparted  unto  him,  in  defence  of 
holy  law  made  and  given  by  God  ;  he  has  put  on  the  paD> 
from  above,  and  having  enlarged  his  mind  and  sanctifiec 
studies,  he  may  expect  with  humble  confidence  theconsumma 
of  his  reward. 

NOMEN  I^  EXEMPLUM  SERO  bervabimus  jevo  !    (f?9l6 

• 

(cc)  Allading  to  the  letters  written  by  the  Hon, 
Walpolc  (now  Lord  Orford)  to  Thomas  ChAitcrioo, 
in  some  magazines  or  newspapers.     I  remember  to  h; 
them,  but  I  cannot  jioint  out  at  pncsenr  the  Hint  < 
them.    I  think  they  were  written  from  StMW berry  J 
am  not  sure,    (1796*) 

(^^)  i.  e.  Mr.  Cttcott, 


I 


[    M7    ] 

Each  nide  enquirer's  sneering  taunt  he  feels. 
Contempt  or  insult  dogs  him  at  his  heels;  200 

No  kind  support  subscribing  fondness  pours. 
For  him  no  wealth  descends  in  fost'ring  show'rs; 
Yet  be  this  truth  to  future  times  reveal'd, 
**    TThe  wound  a  Varro  gave,  Iapis  heal'd."  [a) 

Go  now,  for  moths,  and  rolls,  and  parchments  search; 
Ransack  the  chest,  the  closet,  or  the  church ; 
Brave  all  the  joint  associates  of  A.  S. 
The  jest  insipid,  and  the  idle  guess ; 
Bind,  copy,  comment,  manuscript  and  print. 
Take  from  good-natur*d  friends  some  useful  hint  ;2io 
From  Bewick's  (^)  magic  wood  throw  borrowed  rays 
O'er  many  a  page  in  gorgeous  Bulmcr's  blaze ; 

Alac, 

(*>)  Sec  Bbbop  At tcrbury'^s  comment  on  de  Dilectus  Iapis 
"  nrgll^l    shall  add,    1  ATPIKajATOl,  (piXo^cuQo;  xui 

:.  £12  AKFON  THZ  UAIAEIAS  £Xr,>ax:cf. 

\Mstit  Biitick,    Ibc  gre^i    resiorer    of   the   lost  art  of 

llp0fl  114^      T  \\tcd  only  mention  his  figures  of  the 

lit  *Ql|  ^  BTit^^^fe^Uon  of  Goldsmith's 

t  p       ^^k^  poems. 


A 


t     U8    ] 
A!as,  for  thcc!  nor  profit  hope,  nor  famei 
Contempt  your  lot,  and  solitary  shame. 

Go  rather,  and  indulge  Dramatic  rage; 
All  love  a  public  or  a  private  stage : 
Our  nobles  now,  as  players ^  will  be  seen, 
A  Duke's  chaste  daughter,  or  a  Margravine; 
Fled  are  the  soft  reserve  and  nicer  sense. 
Those  primal  guards  of  love  and  innocence ;       aa* 
Unzon'd  the  nymphs,  like  Highland  Charlotte  clad 

AUTHOR. 

Why  not  all  bare  ?  less  shame's  in  being  mad.  [e) 

OCTAVIUS- 

poetns.  Mr.  Buhner  is  the  ingenious  printer  of  the  magnificcn 
edition  of  Shakfpeare  by  Messrs.  John  and  Jobiah  Boydell,  an* 
Mr.  George  Nicoll :  a  uork  which,  having  been  uniformly 
conducted  on  the  most  liberal  principle?,  and  intehdc' 
for  the  honour  of  the  country,  should  be  patronised  bytii' 
British  nation. 

[e)  The  dress  of  the  present  period  has  warranted  tt 
caricatures  of  the  day,  particularly  one,  which  is  called  ^  Tt^ 
•*  dress  of  ladies  as  it  will  be.*'  I  write  in  A.  D.  179^^ 
Juvenal,   who    wrote  about    the  year  Ninety   Six,  said  c^ 


[     »49     ] 


OCTAVIUS. 

Soft ;  and  o'er  female  failings  lightly  pass. 
OH  !  may  Aglaia  (/)  lead  them  to  their  glass, 
Connubial  glories  rising^o'er  their  head, 
As  life*s  domestic  happier  stage  they  tread  ; 
THere  may  they  look,  well  pleas'd  themselves  to  find 
The  guardians,  comforts,  teachers  of  mankind  ! 

AUTHOR. 

I  listen  with  delight :  that  strain  again; 
1*H  bless  the  sex, 

OCTAVIUS. 

*  similar  subject,  "  Nudusagas;  minus  est  insanta  turpis.'* 
Sat.  2.  V.  71.  But  strange  to  say,  he  was  speaking  of  the  dress 
<*f  the  mm. 

(/)  Aglaia  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  Graces  |  she  dictated  to 

Wr,  Pope  the  following  lines: 

Let  not  each  beauty  every  wherk  be  spied, 
Where  half  the  skill  is  decently  to  hide.  * 

The  ladies  should  remember  that  the  imagination  is  a  bu*:y 

power. 

*  Moral  Epistles :  Ep.  4.  v.  ^j* 
^  3 


[    i5<^    ] 

OCTAVIUS. 

Now  pass  to  titled  men.  230 

Mark,  as  Thalia  calls  with  graceful  air. 
The  soft  patrician  of  St,  James's  square ;  (^) 
Her  nuptial  {/;)  voice  at  Blenheim  MarlbVough  heard. 
While  lyric  Carlisle  purrs  (/)  o'er  love  transferr*d. 

Nay 

{g)  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  a  good  scholar,  one  of  the 
most  polite  and  very  best  bred  men  in  the  kingdomy  and  a 
great  patron  of  the  drama  and  its  concerns.     (179&) 

(/;)  A  Private  Theatre  often  proves  a  convenient  chapel  of 
ease  to  Hymen. 

Families  of  rank,  distinction,  and  fortune,  will  at  Jast 
be  convinced,  what  is  the  natural  and  inevitable  cor.ciusion  of 
boys  and  girls  making  love  to  one  another  upon  any  stage, 
public  or  private,  particularly  in  a  firivate  theatre.  If  it  termi- 
nates in  maniage^  the  Fathers  and  Mothers  sh  uld  not  be 
surpri-^ed  or  angry.  If  the  end  of  it,  is  intrig'ie  ;  if  the  girls 
are  debauched,  and  the  boys  come  into  life  with  the  manners 
and  morals  of  Players,  the  parents  may  be  sorry  ;  but  it  is  their 
own  work. 

(/)  Purrs. — Dr.  Johnson  says,  "  to  /larr  is  to  murmur  as  a  cat 
**or  leopard  in  jiUasure^  I  have  heard  that  Lord  Carlisle 
(••  Quel  d'aiiTor  travagliato  Sacripante,";  is  writing  an  opera 
entitled,  **  Angelica  cMedoro."  Angelica  is  supposed  to  be 
rather  ad'vanced in  life\  and  I  think  \\tT grand- daughter  x^hxovi^X 
on  the  staije. — liiVcTwri.  (1796.) — The  Ope(a|  as  it  is  con- 
jectured. 


[    iS«    ] 
Nay  Thurlow  qnce,  ('tis  said)  could  sing  or  swear. 
Like  Polyjihemej  "  I  cannot  cannot  bear  \*  {k) 
For  ah  !  presumptuous  Acis  (Jkk)  wrests  the  prize, 

And 

jectarcd,  is  to  be  dedicated  to  the  Right  Hon  out  able  Lady 
J^iey^  in  memory  and  in  imitation  of  the  galltmt  and  accom- 
plished Medoroy  as  recorded  by  Ariosto: 

**  Delia  Comodita  chc  qui  tne  data^ 
lo  povei'o  Medor  &c« 

Ariosto  adds,  of  the  noble  Earl,  or  Count, 

*'  Era  scricto  in  Arahico^  che  iL  Coktc 
Intendea  coil  bin  come  Latino,"* 

O.  F.  Cant.  23.  s.  108. 

If  my  romantic  memory  docs  not  deceive  me,  Sacripante 
^*»  jilted  by   Angelica,     See  Ariosto.     But  subjects  of  the 
■^^^^liest  impcrtance  are  pressing  on  me  so  fast,  that  1  am  obliged 
^  dismiss  Lord  Carlisle,  Lady  ]ersey,  &c.  &c.  and  all  xhc youths 
^ho  are  dying  for  places  or  for  love,  in  the  words  of  the  poet, 
Nc  sono  a  Ferraii,  nc  a  Sacri/iante, 
(O  sia  Carliglio)  ^<r>'  di,nar  fi'iu  iima\ 
Da  lor  mi  leva  il  Fr'mcijie  d\4nglnnte^  &c. 

O.  F.  Canh  13.  8.96. 

(if)  "  Torture,  fury,  rage,  despair, 

**  I  cannot,  cannot,  bear." 
Air  (by  Polypheme)  in  the  Sercnata  of  Acis  and  Galatea. 

(iif)  Presumptuous  Acis.  (i.e.  Mr.  Pitt.)— I  allude  to  a  cir- 
^unnstance  not  generally  known ;  but  which,  as  1  Jiave  never 
^tcn  any  public  aotice  of  it,  these  lines  arc  meant  to  record. 

K  4  About 


[    I5»    ] 

And  ravishes  (/)  the  nymph  before  his  eyes : 


Sucl 


About  /u'0  years  ago  the  Serenata^  of  Acrs  and  Qalatbjih 
{4A'ith  some  violation,  I  believe,  of  the  fable,  and  not  a  little  o^ 
the  haimony  and  of  the  melody)  was  performed  in  Downing 
Street  to  a  private  copipany.  The  part  of  /ffis  by  Mr.  Pit'czi 
Tclyphfrnt  by  Lord  Thurlow,  and  Galatea,  by  Lord  Louci^ 
BOROUGH.  Mt'zz4  St^rarti^  LoRD  Kb N YON  and  Psppi 
Arden,  with  a  sort  of  Masa  Bajsa^  by  Edmund  Burkb  ;  tl= 
other  vocal  parts  by  a  select  Committee  of  both  Houses  a  d^m 
coti.  I  was  not  present  at  the  entertainment  myself,  but  w^s 
informed,  that  Mr.  Piit,  in  the  execution  of  the  difficult /tassage"- 
did  nor  sufficiently  attend  to  his  a/ifioggiaturas^  which  indeed  ^b. 
seldom   does  ^  that  the  hariiotto   of  Lord   Tharlow   was  quK. 

PoIyphemiK.   i 

*  Mr.  Pitt  patronizes  musical  performances  on  the  princip» 
pf  the  gods  according  to  PJato;  but  with  Apollo,  Dionususis  fa  i 
forgotten.     *•   Qi  Qjau  oiKTiipavres  ctv^fuTMV  (bome  MS.  ios^ 

•*  xai  Aiovy<rov  ^v)^cOpTOCGrx;  eSoffav,"  Plat,  de  Legibus.  I.  ^^ 
In  Mr.  Pitt's  musical  ministry,  the  famous  tenr.s  of  the  ExX.t/<7" 
?nd  the  ExCoXt)  of  Bacchius  and  Aristides  are  familiar  and  miJ^ 
used  by  this  great  modern  artist.  The  ^'aJ./xv;  Avn^^oy^of  (^^ 
Aihenacus,  1.  14.  p.  635.)  bct>yeen  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Thurlo^ 
ivas  much  admired  by  the  Cabinet  about  the  year  1794. 

J  Plat.  Op.  Ed.  Serrani,  torn  2.  p.  653. 

*  All  the  Ca  holies  know  (and  we  have  enouq/t  of  them  to  t^ 
u^,  as  the  Marquis  and  Marchioness  of  Buckingham  know  ^ 
tDcir  own  and  their  company's  cost)  that  the  Mcssa  Bassa  i^ 
fnass  whispered  by  the  priest  during  a  musical  performan* 


[    153    3 
finch  feats  his  honour  little  Pepper  (m)  saw. 
In  all  the  pride  of  music  ;3ind  of  l^vr^  240 

AUTHOR. 

If  truth  and  joke,  though  pleasingly  combine, 
^Vhat  credit  will  attend  the  motley  line  ? 
Vi^herc  is  your  trust  ? 

OCTAVIUS, 

^^Ijpheaiish,  and  fully  sa$taincd;  but  that  it  was  impossible 
'•  ^9 Justice  to  Lord  Loughborough's  diminueneio^  when — he  dic4 
^^oay  in  tie  arms  of  Acis.     (1796.) 

N.  B.  Bishop  Hurd  would  say  this  note  is  allegorical,  or 
^Irusinian:  the  late  Mr.  Gibbon  and  Lord  Sheffield  would  ais 
stoutly  deny  it.  For  my  own  part  I  think  there  is  much 
eloquent  music  in  these  metajihors,  which  record  the  political 
f'onversiott  ef  Loap  Lough3o rough  to  Mr.  Pitt's  party.— ^/5/ 
dc  Grand  Opera!  a     (1796.) 

(/)  The  Nymph,  i.  e.  Galatea,  i.  e.  Lord  Loughborough. 
"I'his  was  more  than  a  Sahtne  feat  in  my  opinion.  Who's  afraid  } 
Mxoi  Mr.  Pitt. 

(«)  Little  Pepper,  i.  e.  Sir  Richard  Pepper  Arden,  Kt, 
faster  of  the  Rolls.  His  legal  abilities  have  certainly  bcca 
?Jnder  nted^  but  I  have  done  ample  justice  (o  his  musical  powers. 


[     154    ] 

OCTAVIUS. 

To  this  discerning  land 
I  trust,  and  laugh  :  there  arc  who  understand* 
If  from  state  farces,  when  the  House  is  vp. 
Some  seek  the  green  room,  and  with  Kemble  sup,  {mm  "^ 
(For  who  on  modest  merit  shuts  the  door  ?) 
Leeds  says,  so  gentle  Lselius  did  before; 
Lselius,  in  whom  each  graceful  act  could  please. 
In  wisdom  mild,  and  dignified  in  case,  25  o 

With  Terende  oft  the  public  cares  would  shun. 

AUTHOR. 

Terekce  and  Kemble? — the  dispute  is  done. 
I  ever  markM  (deem  not  the  thought  severe) 
What  bounds  divide  the  actor  from  the  peer : 
Confound  them.  Til  believe  a  saint,  a  rogues 
Andrews  writes  farce,  a  Duke  the  epilogue ; 

Burke 

[mm)  1796, 


[    ^S5    ] 
lurkc  may  the  right  of  property  invade; 
tecvens  contract  the  Commentator's  trade; 
To  Erskine  Kenyon  seem  a  classic  wit ; 
>r  Paine  apologize  for  holy  writ ;  260 

The  Dramatist  («)  himself  and  fame  belie, 
^nd  leave  the  stage  for  truth  and  honesty  s 
it*  Helens  quit  his  diplomatic  pomp; 
iiddons  be  comic ;  Jordan  sink  the  Romp; 
Ireland  prove  Shakspeare;  Bentley  be  Malone; 
Thelvvall  dread  preaching,  or  high  treason.  Stone; 
Who  hates  not  Merrj^,  Jerningham  may  love; 
And  GifTord  Delia  Crusca's  self  approve. 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Merry  and  Crusca ! — Gifford*s  right :   beware ; 
The  very  ground  is  his  and  Bavian  air.  270 

AUTHOR. 

(*»;  Sec  a  Poem  entitled,  •*  The  Political  Dramatist  of  the 
tiouse  of  Commons  in  1795:  a  Satire;  ad  Ed.  wiib  a  Post- 
script containing  Remarks  on  the  Declaration  of  the  VV>|ii|j. 
^lub  on  the  23d  of  January  1796.*'  This  Poem  is  recom- 
■^^■^dcd  to  the  public  on  those//«^//f  principles,  which  I  consider 
*  ^i  the  highest  importance  lothcic  kingdoms. 


[    .156    ] 


AUTHOR. 

No :  ril  not  5eek  the  tracks  his  arrows  fire 
With  light  that  marks,  but  marks  not  to  expire ; 
The  climes  he  roams,  where'er  his  footsteps  sped, 
I  pass  with  caution,  or  but  lightly  tread, 
Or  pleasM  with  flow*rs  his  fancy  best  can  strew, 
1  sit,  and  think  I  read  my  Pope  anew,  (o) 

Yet  grant  the  stage  is  nohk ;  I  believe 
Greek  is  plebeian,  with  Lord  (/)  Belgravc's  leave   s 

Though 


r»)  The  atuhor  of  the  Baviad  and  thcMaeviad.  Mr.  Glffor^f  '• 
the  most  cmrect  poetical  writer  I  have  read,  since  the  da/s  ^* 
Pope.  Upon  the  whole  I  give  the  preference  to  the  Bavi?^» 
after  nriiich  consideration,  though  both  the  Poems  may  ^^ 
studied  vk'ith  pleasure  and  advantage.     (1796.) 

(/)  Ford  Eelgrave;  a  learned  and  accomplished  yo«^ft 
nobleman  of  the  present  time.  At  his  first  entrance  into  tt*^ 
House  of  Commons  in  all  the  honest  enthusiasm  of  his  heart,  *"* 
Academic  freshness  and  classic  vigour,  he  quoted  a  pass*^^ 
from  Dcmoithcncs  in  Greek,  This  subjected  him  to  the  idle  »^** 

impol^**^ 


[    HI    ] 
Tiough  now  some  high  imperial  critics  chafe, 
o  think  not  JEschylus  himself  is  safe,  (y)  280 

o  to  his  text :  revise,  digest,  compare, 
»^ith  Person's  shrewdness,  or  with  Valknaer's  care : 
ly,  is  the  learned  page  once  out  of  sight  ? 
^me  Scotch  Greek  swindling  printer  (r)  steals  your 
right. 

But 

k  potent  ridicule  of  the  Dramaiht  of  the  House  ofCommvns^  whose 
r0r/%  memory  on  that  occasion  happened  to  be  more  accurate. 
'>rd  Belgrave  had  done  no  more  than  I  have  often  heard  from 
'r.  Fox  himself,  who  loves  and  understands  Greek.  As  to  the 
ng  and  illustrious  train  of  our  young  nobility  and  gentry, 
stinguislied  for  their  loyal  conduct  and  attachment  to  their 
>untry,  I  will  say  with  some  spirit  and  animation  ; 

Dii  patrii,  quorum  semper  sub  numine  Ttoja  est, 
Non  tamen  omnino  Teucros  delere  paratis, 
Cum  tales  animos  Juvenum,  et  tarn  ccrta  tulistis 
Pectoral*  (^79^») 

(y)  **  They  swear,  not  Addison  himself  is  safe."      Pope. 

(O  I  allude  to  a  transaction  which  seems  to  be  unwar- 
Uable.  Mr.  Person,  the  Greek  Professor  at  Cambridge,  lent 
^  manuscript  corrections  and  conjectures  on  the  text  of 
^chylus,  to  a  friend  in  Scotland ;  for  he  once  had,  and  I 
pe  still  has,  an  intention  of  publishing  that  tragedian,  thougb 
^ay  now  be  suspended.  His  corrected  text  fell  into  the  hands 

of 

*  Virg.^n.  9.V.  547, 


But  mark  !  the  sea-birds  sound  the  note  of  doonaE"~D 
And  venom*d  insects (j)  cluster  roijnd  the  tomb;  ^ 
The  Grecian  billows  foam  along  the  strand^ 
In  angry  murmurs  deafening  all  the  land  ; 
Ranging  for  vengeanc^*  from  his  native  shore, 
ARCHiLOCHUsisrous'd,  to  sleep  no  more.  zczrrjo 

of  the  Scotch  printer  Fowlis,  and  without  the  Professor's  lea  "^c, 
or  even  knowledge,  he  published  a  magnificent  edition  of 
^schylus  from  it,  without  note>.  I  believe  my  statennen'C'  is 
tolerably  correct.  I  am  sure  1  would  not  misrepresent  any  fsict 
whatever,  nor  have  I  ever  done  ^o  httent tonally  \  and  I  wo«.ilcl 
retract  any  mistake  with  the  utmost  willingness.  I  hope  ho^^- 
ever,  that  Mr.  Forson  will  j^ot  be  discouraged,  but  contirmuc 
his  labours  on  the  Greek  Lexicon  of  P//o//«i,as  the  learned  world 
are  in  eag;er  expectation  of  a  work  so  long,  and  hitherto  so 
Tainly  desired. 

But,  in  my  opinion,  the  lovers  of  literature  would  be  in- 
finitely mere  obliged  to  him,  or  to  any  other  illustrious  critic, 
for  a  new  edition  of  the  Greek  Bibliotheca  of  Photius^  ^^bich 
abounds  with  the  most  curious  and  valuable  Excerpta  oi  V^''H- 
ters,  whose  integral  works  are  lost  for  ever.  At  present  it  i» 
troublesome  even  to  read  the  remains  of  the  laborious  erudition 
of  the  Patriarch  of  Byzantium.  (1796.) 

(j)  The  tomb  of  Archilochus  was  placed  on  the  tea  shor^ 
(I  think  in  the  island  of  Paros,)  and  the  poets  feigned  th^t  1 
the  cavities  of  the  stone,  worn  away  by  the  waves,  a  swarm  ^ 
wasps  was  concealed,  ready  to  avenge  the  least  insult  that  coU 
be  oflfered  to  it. 


THE  END  OF  THE  SECOND  DIALOGUE* 
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THE 

•URSUITS  OF  LITERATURE, 

DIALOGUE  THE  THIRD. 


E^er'  g^rgjT*  airocvsvB^  nan^  yu^rx  V  40v  lii*t, 
Ae(W}  S«  KXayyn  yevgr'  apy vpsoio  Cioto, 
Oufxas  fjL€V  vpuTov  sTrojx^TOf  xai  KTNA2  apytts* 
Avrap  BTTSiT*  ATTOI2I  Ss\aq  ex^TTSviii;  si^is^ 
fiaXX'*  aiu  ie  izvpxi  yixvuv  kxiovtC  BxfjLSioci* 

Horn.  II.  I. 


C  i6i  3 
THE  PREFACE 

TO   THE   THIRD  DIALOGUE^ 

Of 

HE  PURSUITS  OP  LITERATURE. 


xvTot  graevS*  ivsp  Ypi^,  ihcsf  mr  AXniaar^  ifrsf  ns 
ipas  IldKi'nuLS^  xou  rant  Noptcw,  tau  r%f  SarmJMOCt  xol 
^(reSiMff  xeu  mg  Ao^r,  xai  nms  EXEi/depiafy  uvtp  rein 
roL<n  tvfjt^porrM,  AKPIBOAOrOTMAI  KM 
HEPXOMAI.(^) 

:f/  cmmbuSf  lictt  etiam  Dtiiif  digniiatem  Patriot  inert  i  fotesttu 
veniendi    in    /tnUicnm  sit^    DiCHNDt    PBRICULUM     voir 

r80.(0 

ElESENT  the  Third  Part  of  Ijhis  Poem  to  the  public, 
le  same  time  that  I  offer  the  Second,  though  I  had 
tded  to  delay  it;  but  some  subjects  are  of  an  im« 
tnce  serious  and  urgent,  not  to  be  deferred.  Where- 
L  cvcff 

{a)  Pint  printed  in  May  1796. 

(h)  Demosthenes.  (<)  Ci€cro»  IPhilipp.  t^^ 


E  *c*  ] 

fcvcr  the  freedom  of  the  press  exifts,  (and  WiTH  US  majr 
ihat  freedom  be  perpetual  1}  I  must  assert  this  truth,  as  9M 
axiom ;  that. 

Literature',  well  or  ill  conducted^  is  the  great 
ENGINE,  iy  which  all  civilized  states  must  ultimate^ 
te  supported  or  overthrown. 

It  is  not  enough  to  say,  a  book  is  bulky  or  voluminous^ 
and  therefore  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  mass  of  the 
people,  because  that  opinion  is  not  true.  Such  a  book 
can  not  only  be  abridged  and  dispersed  abroad,  but  a  man 
like  Thomas  Paine,  with  a  rude,  wicked  and  daring 
manner  of  thinking,  and  with  vulgar  but  impressive  lan- 
guage, may  blend  the  substance  of  the  opinions  with  his 
own,  and  in  a  short  popular  tract  make  them  familiar 
and  intelligible  to  every  apprehension.  Thus  are  men 
Jboled  out  of  their  understanding,y^^/<f^  out  of  their  security, 
and  fooled  out  of  their  happiness :  and  when  they  have  lost 
every  blessing  beyond  recovery,  they  look  round  at  each 
other  in  a  stupid  despair,  clashing  their  chains  and  unable 
to  shake  them  off,  and  ask,  **  How  has  all  this  been  brought . 
"  about  ?'• 


I  am  not  an  enemy  to  the  liberty  of  discussion,  and  t^ 
toleration  of  opinions;  I  am  for  no  literary  proscnptiom  ^.^ 
But  I  think  it  is  plainly  our  interest,  as  well  as  our  dutjn^ 
{while  we  yet  may)  to  strive  to  support  that  constitu  "^k 
TION  IN  CHURCH  AND  STATE,  which  has  hitherto  bee^s 
able  to  build  us  up,  and  to  give  us  an  inheritance,  c  ^J 
rather  the  pre-eminence,  among  all  those  who  have  bei— ^'fl 
•trcugthftncd  by  policyi  or  sanctified  by  revelation.    Wh-  ^ 

Iwou3-</ 


i 


t    »68   3 

I  would  contend  for  also,  is  this;  that  among  all 
who  are  worthy  to  be  called  scholars  or  legislators, 
criticism,  observation,  and  watchfulness  are  peculiarly 
necessary;  that  men  may  bear  of  their  common  danger, 
luid  be  admonished  to  put  a  few  plain  questions  to 
themselves;  "  What  are  we  going  to  resign  or  give  up, 
•'  and  why?  What  are  we  going  to  adopt,  and  wherefore? 
I  repeat  it,  now,  in  this  our  day,  while  the  bitterness  o£ 
political  death  is  passing  upon  almost  every  other  nation  in 
Europe. 


When  we  arc  opening  the  avenues  to  Political  Reform, 
and  to  the  consequent  inevitable  dissolution  of  our  own 
^vemment,  is  it  possible  that  we  can  for  a  moment 
forget  the  tremendous  Republic  ?  Over  every  state,  and 
island,  and  promontory  in  Europe  she  sits  tyrant  or 
curbitress. 


Avauyaurou  '0I02  E4EAP02 

Ovp^oq  E^  iy7rar8  ffxo7rni)v  SX^'»  ^^  '^^  ^  ^^'^ 
BY22O.0EN  E?6pt/<r£« !  [c) 

From  every  other  state,  but  England,  the  sceptre  has  fallen 
"by  the  arms,  or  the  principles,  or  the  treachery  of  France. 
What  she  can  effect  by  war  and  invasion,  that  she  most 
leadily  and  most  willingly  accomplishes ;  but  she  has 
other  means,  not  less  terrible,  nor  less  certain.  The  sub- 
terranean wind  of  this  fierce  democracy  has  force  enough 
to  overthrow,  or  to  transport,  hills  and  rocks  torn  from 

L  a  Pelorus^ 

(0  Callimi  Hymn:  ad  Delum*  v.  135, 


t    »64    3 
PelcYus,    and    by  this    explosion   they   too    oRen   liavl 
perished.    In  the  agony  of  these  reflections  language  wiU 
labour,  and  the  images  of  nature  and  all  her  elements  in 
conflict  and  convulsion  will  present  themselves,  (d) 

WTicn 
•  ■       ■■■     *■«         I     ifc-.i  I    ■.-.,.     .-     ., 

(d)  The  following  pages,  written  in  the  y^ar  1798,  may 
Hot  improperly  be  inserted  here,  on  this  great  bational  subject. 

**  Such  AN  UNION  is  no^  demanded  of  tbertiinds,  the  falentsi 
^'  and  fortunes,  of  the  souls  and  bodies,  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
'*  Great  Britain,  as  never  before  entered  into  the  hearts  of 
**  Englishmen  to  conceive.  We  must  be  preserved  from  the 
**  tyranny  and  power  of  France,  from  all  her  principles,  and 
^  from  all  her  arms,  open  or  concealed,  mental,  moral,  or  poli* 
f*  ticah  I  have  pnde  and  satisfaction  in  seeing,  and  feeling 
**  that  we  are  all  S9  convinced.  We  know  we  must  die,  or 
^  defend  ourselves  from  the  movitrous  Republic  1 

•*  Instat  terribilis  vivis ;  morientibus  hares  ;- 
*'  Nulla  quies:  oritur  prasda cessante  libido; 
**  Divitibusque  dies,  et  nox  metuenda  msritis ; 
**  Emicat  ad  nutum  stricto  cihicrone  minister  I 

'*  If  we  consider  it  from  the  commencement,  it  has  threatened, 
*'  devoted,  and  given  over  all  it's  victims  to  desolation,  wretched* 
**  ness,  plunder,  and  final  death.  Blood  is  the  cement  of  the 
*•  Republic  of  France. 

**  Some  victims  have  bled  for  principle,  others  for  example, 
*^  some  for  funeral  pomp,  and  some  for  a  civic  feast :  blood 
**  must  flow.  Each  Faction  has  delivered  over  it's  predecessors 
^<  to  death.  The  Priests  of  Reason  hold  their  rites  in  the  field 
'*  of  Mars.  First  indeed^  they  soothe  awhile  their  savageness 
f*  with  song  and  festival ;  but  these  are  the  preludes  of  san* 

••  guinary 


C    ««5    1 

When  indeed  I  consider  this  great,  powerful,  and  yet 
•pulent  kingdom,  with  all  its  bearings  and  dependencies, 

I  khow 

^'guinarycraelcy;  the  stops  and  pausef  of  their  war-symphonits. 
**  With  their  laurel  and  cypre&s  branches  bound  together  and 
*^  (lipped  in  blood,  they  advance  to  the  altar,  and*  perform  their 
*^  abhorred  lustration.  The  Manes  of  all  that  is  brave,  and  all 
*'  that  is  ferocious,  are  invoked  in  their  democratic  inca»tatioaa. 
^*  to  Reason  and  her  Republic. 

''  Saevis  opus  est,  et  fortibus  umbris;^ 
<*  Ipsafadt  manes;  ROMINUM  mors  omnis  in  USU  £8T« 

^'  On  the  blood  of  their  murdered  Monarch  they  have  swori\ 
**  hatred  to  tyranny;  and  they  have  established  a  Dircctory.(*) 
*-•  On  the  blood  of  innocence  and  virginity  they  have  sworn  to 
*^  restort;  and  to  protect  th^  female  dignity ;  and  they  have 
"  annulled  the  bond  of  marriage,  and  the  charities  of  consan« 
**  guinity.  On  the  blood  of  their  Generals  streaming  on  the 
•*  scaffold,  and  on  the  blood  of  armies  partially  devoted  by 
**  other  Generals  in  the  day  of  battle,  they  have  sworn  to  give 
■*  honour,  and  encouragement  to  the  Defenders  of  the  Republic, 
••  Such  arc  their  decrees  \  such  are  their  o^ths  registered  iq 
•«  blood. 

All  is  contradiction  with  them,  yet  all  is  'in  action. 
**  Principles  of  the  moment,  principles  of  reflection,  principle! 
•*  of  desolation,  principles  of  safety,  all  have  had  their  hour^ 
^*  all  have  risen  and  fallen.  Banishment  and  deportation  have 
^  now  superseded  the  axe  of  the  guillotine,  and  the  sabre  of 
^*  ruffian  massacre.  How^  long  ? — All  changes  with  them  ;  all^ 
^*  but  the  fixed  lust  of  plunder,  and  aggrandisement,  and  the 
^*  rooted  hatred  to  Christiaq  Religion.  To  every  government^ 
^  and  to  every  establishment  in  Europe  they  apply  but  one 
€*  axiom,  **  whatever  is,  is  wrong!" 

L  3  «  Whoever 

f  Wpw  4  CoN»vj.AT^.  (i8oo.)  Next  a—;  then  a-^  &c,&o. 


I  know  not  which  to  reprobate  m^st,  the  folly  or  the 

wickechiesi 

**  Whoever  strives  to  re>ist  such  an  adversary,  upon  pria« 
'*  ciple  and  reflection,  with  eloquence,  or  wisdom,  or  learningi 
*^  in  the  robes  bf  state,  or  in  the  vestments  of  rehgion  orof  laW|. 
*'  with  arms  in  his  grasp,  or  with  well-directed  opulence,  by 
'  counsel,  by  precept,  or  by  example,   must  be  numbered 

among  THS  FRIENDS  OF  MAN. 

*'  I  am  most  serious  in  my  words,  and  earnest  in  my  thoughts*, 
*'  I  have  been  insructed  by  these  great  events,  to  consider  all 
'*  actions  as  of  some  weight,  and  that  nothing  is  s«w  to  be 
^*  neglected,  as  wholly  unimportant.  If  the  effbrtsof  theunite4 
**  genius,  learning,  poetry,  and  eloquence  of  a  country  can  be 
**  directed  with  strength  and  discretion,  in  their  proper  and 
*'  natural  courses,  we  may  yet  have  confidence.  Enterprises  of 
**^^df////^«»^  moiMMTr/ will  succeed,  and  a  righteous  security 
**  may  be  established. 

^  Consider  fDr  a  moment  what  is  the  hope  of  bad  men* 
*'  The  Orator  of  Athens  has  declared,  that  their  hope  of 
**  safety  is  placed  ix  the  excess  of  their  wickedniss, 
•*  AN©  iNiQjjiTY  ALONE*."  Tbc  haunts,  and  caves,  and 
*^  tenements,  and  sculklng  huts  of  sophistry,  anarchy^  rebel* 
*^  lion,  democracy,  and  Jacobinism,  will  at  length  be  fully 
**  revealed,  znd  finally  levelled  and  ruined.  When  the  fouptain^ 
^  of  hallowed  fire  are  once  opened,  and  flowing  with  liquid 
^*  purity  in  the  silence  of  the  night,  the  objects  which  darknesa 
'*  would  conceal,  are  not  only  discovered,  but  destroyed. 

**  The  force  of  France  is  indeed  formidable;  but  he& 
••  Principles,  wherever  they  take  root,  and  grow,  and  bear, 
^*  arc  aUne  invincible.  If  we  think  otherwise,  I  fear,  we  deceive 
**  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  mfi  us.    France  invites  every' 

**  Europcaib 

*  Ev  TW  Tfis  vowiqwq  vTrspCoXvi  mv  cXTiJat  r%s  curviqiaf  cx*** 
Demosthenes  Orat.  x*  Contra  Aristogiton.  pag.  483.  £d.  Benc« 
nati  Gr.  i$jo. 
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"^Hckedness  of  its  tnternal  enemiess  and  of  the  desperate 

French 

-' —         1  I  .      .  II  ■  II   ■   --■    - 1  ■ — - 

*•  European  government  to  suicide.  Her  High  Priest  t  told 
•*  her  long  ago,  that  no  Government  could  perish  but  by  it's 
•♦  own*hand,  and  by  it's  consent  to  die.  The  Government  of 
•*  Great  Britain  has  given  no  such  consents  Her  Ring,  her 
*^  Nobles,  her  Commons,  her  Soldiers^  her  Sailors>  her  Senators, 
••  hef  Statesmen,  her  Lawyers,  her  Artists,  her  Merchants,  her 
^*  Citizens,  her  Peasants,  all  maintain  and  declare  with0«#voice» 
•♦  and  with  arms  in  their  hands,  "  Grbat  Britain  has  oiviv  * 
**  NO  coNSBNTTODir."  She  has  not  lifted  up  her  arms  against 
*«  herself:  she  is  willing  and  desirous  to  live.  She  has  humbled 
**  herself  before  GoDthe  Judgeof  all,  through  the  Great  Mediator 
*•  of  humanity.  She  knows  her  strength,  and  has  felt  her  infir- 
•*  mity ;  she  is  earnest  for  her  preservation  from  her  foes  within  ' 
**  and  without ;  and  having  done  all,  and  still  committing  herself, 
*' and  her  cause,  to  him  Whojudgeth  righteously,  she  hope$ 
••  yet  t9  stand. 

«*  Whether  the  end  of  all  things  may  be  at  hand;  and  what 
•«  the  decrees  of  Eternal  Power,  Wisdom,  Justice,  and  Goodness 
^  may  intend  in  the  last  resort,  we  acknowledge  to  be  inscru* 
^  table.  But  we  trust,  it  cannot  be  deemed  an  unwarrantable 
^  presumption  to  suggest  or  to  affirm,  that,  if  the  attributes  of 
^*  God  are  true ;  if  man  is  his  creature,  and  governed  by  his 
^*  laws ;  the  opposers  of  this  overbearing,  desolating,  impious, 
^  and  UNIVERSAL  Tyranny  must  be  justified  aiFoas  Him! 
**  As  to  us,  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  if  we  would  exist 
'^  at  all,  we  must  be  preserved  as  wb  are.  Our  Constitution 
^  is  not  lost;  and  the  ramparts  we  have  raised  around  it,  will 
^  maintain  it  entire.  Our  liberties  are  supported  equally 
*^  against  arbitrary  power,  and  against  the  engines  of  licentious* 
^  ness  and  democracy.    Upon  us  the  destiny  of  Europe,  and 

L  4  «*  perhaps 

V  t  Voltaire^ 
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French  faction  in  the  heart  of  it's  metropolis.  When  I 
think  on  these  things,  and  at  the  same  time  reflect,  thai  iho 
eyes  of  a  whole  natioii  were  originally  opened  by  On* 
Man,  and  the  systems  of  internal  destruction  and  of 
irreversible  misery,  which  awaited  tiJ,  were  displayed  and 
confounded  by  his  powers,  I  pardon  and  forget  hit 
eccentricities,  and  even  his  partiality  for  the  Romish  faith 
and  its  professors,  and  the  heat  and  violence  which  loo 
frequently  and  too  fatally  attend  upon  the  uncontrolled 
Genius  of  Edmund  Burke.  Sometimes  indeed,  (it  is 
when  my  heart  burns  within  me)  I  pour  out  my  thougbti 
by  myself  in  contemplation  of  my  country,  which  | 
love  with  ardour  unabated,  and  of  iis  great  Citizen^ 
whom  I  approach  with  reverence,  in  the  words  of  thq 
poet: 

Quae  cum  magna  modis  multis  miranda  videtur 
Gentibus  humanis  Regio,  visendaquc  fertur. 
Rebus  opima  bonis,  multa  munita  virum  vi, 
Nil  tamen  hoc  habuisse  Viro  PRiECLARius  in  se. 
Nee  sanctum  magis  et  mirum  carum^ue  vidctur,  [e) 

—  ' • ■      ■       A 

**  perhapi  of  the  whole  civili^d  wor|(«»  ultimately  depends:  \\ 
^*  seems  placed  in  oqr  h^ndt,  a  fearful  and  an  awfgl  charge. 

**  Omnia  Fata  laiorant^ 
**  Si  quidquam  mutare  velis }   vnoqu^  sub  ICTU 
•*  Stat  genus  humanum  !'** 


(r)  '*  Anitpo  viJif^  ing^nio  com/ilexus  est^  eloqu^nti^  'A^yn 
^*  vii,**    These  are  th^  words  of  Paterculus  concerning  Cicero^ 
How  natural  to  transfer  them  to  Edaiunp  Bveicb  !    (1796.) 

The 
•  Pre/afery  Bristle  to  tic  Trauslation  rf  th  Passagei  citid  in  tk^ 


But  still  on  such  a  subject,  of  such  a  man,  and  al  so^li 
a  time,  I  would  speak  ivith  precision,  and  admire  with 
circumspection.  Let  us  call  to  mind  for  a  moment  the  few 
years  just  past,  and  the  transactions,  the  traces  of  which  are 
felt  and  visible.  I  woul^  pass  over  them  rapidly,  but  I 
could  viiih  the  view  to  be  impressive. 

Wc  have  been  delivered  from  a  state  of  much  internal 
terror  and  impending  anarchy,  and  from  the  confusioa 
of  a  new  political  chaos,  where  all  was  brute  and  disorderly. 
Our  constitution,  our  liberties,  and  our  rights ^  (I  fear  not 
to  name  the  word,  we  have  and  enjoy  them  all,  rights 
public  and  private)  all  (hese  have  been  preserved  and  con- 
finned. 

Every  rank  in  society,  the  peasant,  ihe  lawyer,  the 
ipechanic,  the  farmer,  the  tradesman,  the  private  gentle* 
man,  have  all  fe)t,  and  acknowledged,  and  obeyed  the 
paramount  call  of  their  country.  Peace  is  within  our  wails, 
9iid  it  is  their  worJ^.  In  the  higher  orders  of  the  state,  and 
in  the  Sovereign,  we  have  seen  a  gracious  behaviour,  a 
common  interest,  an  equal  exertion,  and  a  regular,  defined^ 
limited  power.  Of  such  a  conduct  security  is  the  natural 
production ;  it  blossoms  into  fruit.  But  with  this  though 
nan  may  be  happy,  he  will  not  always,  nor  indeed  long,  bq 
^tisfied.  He  will  reach  at  perfection  absolute-and  unqua^ 
jified,  forgetting,  that  theoretical  perfection  in  government 
^nd  practical  oppression  are  closely  allied.  He  will  he, 
ipore  than  man,  and  he  becomes  less. 

_        I* 

The  words  also  of  one  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Church  were 
Verified  by  the  zeal,  writings,  speeches,  and  exertions  of  this 
|reat  and  illustrious  man, 

Ap"  EI2  AvS/jft/^rp;  Inxoj  TCivvpufA.svos  'OAOKAHPOH 
ftofifjira^BM  A7}M9y.    Chxysost.    Av^f*  a^ 


I»  the  years  seventeen  hiutdred  and  eighty  e^fal 
^bty  nine,  the  visionary  prospect  from  the  shoi 
innce  opened  on  the  eyes  of  our  modern  Refon 
£agland  looked  upon  these  Reformers^  and  the  go^ 
mt&ait  neglected  them*  Societies^  in  the  very  face  o 
insulted  legislature,  boldly  multiplied*  and  ma^ 
and  consolidated  each  other.  All  grew  up  in  silt 
There  was  no  public  apprehension  among  the  well-affe 
BO  distrust.  We  laughed  at  metaphysical  distinctions, 
idle  terms  of  scholastic  art,  and  revolutionary  din 
and  republican  toasts.  It  was  an  hour  of  general  an 
unaccountable  indifference.  The  great  chain  of  posts, 
a  species  of  telegraphic  communication  had  been  estaU 
imperceived. 

The  English  revolution  in  1688  was  held  up  to  seei 
approbation  and  reverence,  but  in  reality  to  secret  or  r 
to  open  contempt;  and  the  Revolution  in  France  178&, 
the  Revolution  which  they  intended  to  realize  and  to 
brate.  The  Reformers  strove  to  buy  golden  opinioi 
their  fellow  citizens,  and  to  wear  them  in  their  newest  g 
The  external  decoration  deceived  the  eye.  The  pai 
sepulchre  was  prepared  and  whited  without,  the  vault 
receptacle  of  all  our  ancient  liberties,  and  rights,  and  s 
rilies»  and  properties,  and  common  comforts.  Still 
fceheld  all  this,  but  went  our  way,  and  forgot  what  ma 
oi  men  these  Reformers  were.     , 

At  this  very  hour,  when  the  public  mind  was  dark 
that  it  could  not. discern,  when  in  every  quarter  ol 
leaven  appeared  vapour*  and  mist,  and  cloud,  and  e 
lation: 

La  piova  maladetta,  fredda,  e  greve, 
(Regola  e  qiialita  strana  era,  e  nuova) 
'  Gran 
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Giandine  grossa,  e  acqua  tintay  e  neve. 
Per  Taer  tenebroso  si  ri versa!  (a) 

At  this  very  hour  the  morning  horizon  began  suddenly  to 

redden.     It  was  the  dawn.     Then  indeed,   •*  First  in  hir 

••  cast  the  glorious  lamp  was  seen.  Regent  of  Day  I"    Thit 

luminary    was    Edmund   Burke.     Light    broke    upon 

tbem  all.     The   features    of   misrule    and  malignity,   of 

tyranny  and  of  oppression,  the  fabled  spectres  and  hostile 

powers  figured* b)'^  poets  and  orators,  were  realized  in  the 

^rits  of  turbulence,  dissatisfaction,    sedition,    rebellion^ 

«»d  democracy ;   but  they  were  seen  to  be  dispersed.     The 

niys  of  the  orb  were  direct,  collected,  and  concentrated r 

dicy  had  power  to  illuminate  and  to  consume.     But  the 

course  of  this  orb,  though  marked,   was  short:  it  is  set; 

never  to  return,  [b) 

I  must   proceed. — I  confess,    that  I    ^2an    not  such   « 

deiperate    lover  of  what   is    brought  to  me  for  abstract 

political  truth,    as  never   to  make    an    enquiry   into  the 

characters  of  the  proposers  of  it,  their  personal  views,  and 

*hc  men  and  measures  with  which  they  are  connected.     I 

'^cl  myself  a  member  of  regulated  society,  and  I  would 

''Maintain  an  established   order.     I  acknowledge  myself  a 

subject  of  a  mild  and  equitable  government,   (though  under 

^    rtiost  severe  temporary  pressure]  and  I  would  preserve 

*h^t    govcrment    which  gives   us   all   protection.     And 

when 

<^^)  Dante  Inf.  C.6.     From  what  other  Poet,  ancient  or 
niocicrn,  could  I  draw  forth  such  expressions? 

(i)  (August  1797.)  U)  Horn,  II.  aj.  v.  69. 


when  I  adopt  the  great  rule,  that  **  we  should  love  oar 
••  neighbour  as  ourselves,"  I  have  not  yet  made  such 
advan(:es  in  the  theory  of  political  justice,  and  in  the  new 
wisdom,  as  coolly  to  assert,  th^t  **  this  maxim,  though 
•*  possessing  considerable  merit  as  a  popular  principle,  \% 
••  not  strictly  modelled  with  philosophical  precision"  (a) 

I  have  not  yet  learned  to  treat  ^he  Revelation  of  God,  nor 
the  institutions  of  my  country,  with  contumely.  I  have  no 
lomantic  ideas  pf  virtues  without  motives^  and  of  actions 
without  regulations,  I  believe  it  to  be  a  matter  of  general 
aafety,  that  crimes  should  ht  disctrne4,  a$  well  as  repressed, 
by  legal  sanctions ;  and  that  the  nature  pf  justice,  and  of 
injustice,  should  be  declared,  taught  and  eRforced,  by  law» 
by  religion,  and  by  education*  Experience  has  instructed 
me,  and  reason  and  reflection  have  confirmed  me  in  tli^j 
belief,  that  Conscience  may  be  erroneous^  that  it  is  a 
monitor  which  needs  advice,  and  a  guide  which  often 
calls  for  superior  direction.  I  look  upon  justice  as  the 
foundation  [b)  and  the  support,  but  not  as  th^  whale  of 

human 

{a)  See  an  Enquiry  into  Political  Justice,  by  William  God« 
win.     ad  edit.  8vo.  vol.  i.  p.  117. 

(^)  AiJMK  moUm  a(r(paXis  BA0PON.  (Pindar.)  But  who 
calls  zfoiifidatkn^  a  building  ?— The  whole  passage  of  ithe  poel 
has  such  strength  and  grace,  when  applied  to  Great  Britain. 
that  I  wilj  present  it  to  our  Grecian  p:^triots.  **  0»xav  apuspcn 
•*  acTToif,  ?€vot(ri  ii  ^ipwrroyra,  yvuaofLxi  ray  oXf iav  K»ptv9oi^ 
"  TTpcQvfOv  riorsiiivoSf  ayXaoxb^ov.  Ev  ra  yap  KuvofjLia  yai£# 
"  xaotymrM  te,  Aixa  'jcoXluv  aafxkis  Cad^av,  km  hyuorpvK^ 
*•  EijMEva,  rayMti  avSpa^i  wX«t«,  y^ua^ai  TraiJrj  svCaXa  0£/^r»^ 
*'  aXE&iv  (;Cp«y,  xopov  fJLarepa  QpacvtAvQov*  Ev  h  Moid*  aSt/mo9^ 
*•  €>  tAprlsveoJlfbhotls<liy/Jl>d^(T^v  tty^i^cuv.  Pijid.  Olyrap.  (Xl3 
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fauTzian  duty ;  and  I  cannot,  in  insulting  language,  resolve 
the    sum  and  subilance  of  all  government  and  civil  society 
into  **  Laws  proclaimed   by  Heralds,  and  expounded  by 
••  Curates."  (0 

^et  do  I  not  speak  professionally :  I  have  no  personal 
interference  in  the  church,  the  law,  or  the  state.  But  I 
speak  again  and  again,  with  earnestness  and  with  sincerityy 
bom  the  mingled  affections  of  regard,  feajr,  and  hope  /or 
«^9  (and  I  trust,  we  are  the  great  majority)  who  yet 
Knuin  firm,  constant,  and  unshaken  by  such  writers  as 
these.  I  speak  to  all  who  have  the  courage,  and  learning, 
«fid  ability  to  repress  them,  not  by  force,  (God  forbid!) 
I>ut  by  reasoning,  and  by  appeals  to  the  understanding, 
Uid  the  social  relations  of  their  fellow  creatures.  I  speak 
to  all  who  can  rescue  them  from  the  cold  unfeeling  tyranny 
of  modern  metaphysics,  as  exhibited  in  the  new  systems  of 
pnremment  and  manners,  (religion  they  have  none)";  and 
from  nonsense  which  must  at  last  be  found  impracticable^ 
^hcn  every  estate  and  condition  of  man  has  been  overthrown 
W  their  pleasure  and  experiment ;  that  these  new  arbiters, 
•r  creators,  of  human  destiny  may  introduce  a  government 
without  principles,  laws  without  mercy,  and  morality 
'^uhout  a  motive.  ' 

The  main  point  of  rest  to  every  empire  is  the  principle 

^n    which   voluntary   and    habitual   obedience  is  paid  to 

'  osublished  authority.     Half  a  century  is  insufficient  for 

•*>  new  power  or   constitution  to  find  it's  level.     It  is 

indeed 

iO  See  Godwitt  on  Justice  as  above,  vol.  2.  p.  99. 
Hac  ego  nou  credam  Vcnusind  digna  luctrnd  f 
H^e  Ego  non  agitem  ? 
->  Juv.  Sat.  X.  r.51. 
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indeed  matter  of  great  patience,  as  well  as  of  tbe  i 
concern^  to  reasonable  men,  to  observe  wbal  ii 
carrying  on  in  this  country  in  defiance  of  every  evil 
has  been  felt,  and  will  long  continue  to  be  felt,  in 
introduction  of  new  principles  among  other  nations 
the  sentence  of  final  destruction  seems  to  be  now  exu 
on  the  various  governments  of  Europe. 

«•  Yes,  1  must  weep  for  you,  ye  rival  vales^ 
^  Amo  and  Andalusia!  but  for  thee 
**  More  largely,   and  with  filial  tears  must  wee 
••  O  Albion,  O  my  country!  Must  tkoujoin, 
••  In  vain  dissevtr'djrom  the  rest?'* 

^   Itrustnotin  vain.  (^     SiiW  the  last  dispensation  oj 


(d)  Historical  facts  of  ancient  times  are  wholly  ina< 
to  the  illustration  of  the  present  great  events;  but  some  [ 
are  not  unworthy  of  attention.  In  the  a56th  year  of 
when  the  Latins  declared  for  Tarquin,  the  Conscrifi 
were  not  terrified,  though  all  their  JlUts^  the  Rutuli,  the 
mod  other  powers  deserted  them.  Thi  Senate  was  stil 
though  Rome  had  rebellious  subjects  in  the  heart  of  the 
polls,  and  the  State  and  Constitution  were  preserved. 

There  were  men  indeed  who,  like  the  Tookes  and  Tl 
of  our  days,  taught  the  people,  •«  /xu  piKp^/opm  eh  xoX«i 
**  avrois  aya&s  yt^BraiiiHtm^**  and  enforced  all  the  popi 
goments  of  revolt  and  sedition.  I  refer  to  the  fifth  Boo 
Roman  Antiquities  of  Dionysius  Halicamassensis,  S 
which  is  curious  and  instructive.  But  one  sentence 
neglected  Historian  is  so  singularly  applicable  to  our  o 
mediate  circumstances  (August  1797)  that  it  may  not  be 
per  to  insert  it.     It  is  from  the  62d  Section  of  the  $tl 
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is  tffertd  to  this  island  :  and  it  is  only  to  be  desetvied 
and  continued  to  us  by  firmness,  temperance,  and  piety« 
and  by  perseverance  in  the  constitution,  sacred  and  civil, 
which  Mfw  is ;  without  daring  to  attempt  any  present 
ianovalion  in  theory  or  in  practice. 

It  ii  indeed  by  looking  calmly,  not  as  slaves  or  bigots, 
but  as  wise  men,  upon  those  imperfections,  which  humam 
institutions  never  can  prevent,  nor  wholly  remove,  that  we 
Vkstyyei  hope,  under  providence,  to  preserve  for  ourselves  and 
fc>r  our  posterity  the  blessings  of  cultivated  society,  in  this 
iMrfuI  and  general  convulsion  of  Europe.  They  are  best 
secured  to  us  by  our  present  form  of  government  and  laws« 
w^hich  are  just  in  their  principle,  temperate  in  their  effects, 
uxxpartial  in  their  application,  and  merciful  in  their  execution, 
ind  have  the  sanction  of  time,  of  wisdom,  and  of  experience. 

In  whatever  shape  French  Philosophy  may  approach, 
bawever  recommended,  or  dignified,  or  disguised,  by  scho- 
l^n,  or  by  ignorant  and  seditious  men,  in  Greek,  in  Latin, 
*•  French,  or  in  English,  I  would  resist  and  repell  iu 
Whenever  the  machine  appears  before  the  walls,  1  shall 
*^cver  regard  it  as  the  gift  of  Minerva,  but  call  aloud  to  try 
*«c  temper  and  the  substance  of  it,  Jirro  Argolicasjadar^ 
'sulfas,  to  distrust  the  present,  and  to  reject  the  offer. 
*-ctthe  enemy  be  dragged  forth  to  light  and  shewn  as  lu  is^ 

and 

*'  »oXfipu)v  ay«4pot;/i>c6vo:/r,  xai    IIASAS   AIlErNfiKOTAS 

**  STMMAXIKA2  EAniAA2,)aXX«  ra^  oixci^if  Si/v^^/xect* 

^ta"nu<rayTSS    y^vais^   'KoXkca   Trpj^t/pwrcpoi    v^'jS    rov  Ayci/ya 

•ViifWTO,  u;  Swt  T»}v  avayxrtv  avh'ps;  ayxBot   irapa,  ray  xivoi;y«j* 

^oo^xfVM^  nou    £av    xarot.    >hv    vpaSfi^cn^     rxts   t^iOLU   ap^ra^i 

Pion.  Halicarn^  Rom.  Hist.  L.  $.  S.^« 
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and  I  will  yet  trust  that  the  kingdom  and  the  citadel  i 
stand. 

The  THIRD  PART  of  this  poem  opens  with  a  play 
tubject,  and  it  is  treated  as  such.  But  as  the  poem  advan( 
I  must  (to  use  a  prophet's  expression)  '*  shew  my  d 
**  speech  upon  the  hafp ;"  and  must,  tioW  and  then  p 
<jiance»  strike  the  strings  somewhat  loudly^  and  desc< 
into  a  more  severe  and  a  more  solemn  harmony.  ] 
what  I  esteem  to  be  necessary,  that  I  will  declare ;  and  vi 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  represent,  that  I  will  have 
boldness  to  publish.  Through  the  whole  course  of  my  I 
in  every  trying  circumstance,  and  in  every  wayward  ev< 
public  and  private,  I  have  held  fast  the  concise  and  stn 
admonition  of  the  poet , 

Tu  NE  CEDE  MALis;  std  cofitra  audtniior  ito^ 
Quam  tua  U  Fortuna  sinet. 

My  learning  and  researches,  such  as  they  are,  I  sub 
to  scholars ;  my  opinions,  my  labour,  and  my  services, 
the  integrity  of  affection,  I  offer  to  my  country; 
errors  and  defects  1  leave  to  public  reprehension,  ii 
respectful  silence.  Whether  men  will  hear,  or  whcl 
they  will  not  hear,  is  not  strictly  my  personal  conce: 
but  my  intention  no  man  takethfrommc^ 


TH  S 


PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


DIALOGUE  THE  THIRD.(«) 


OCTAVIIIS. 


W  HAT  then,  shall  none  remain,  to  whom  belongs 
The  care  of  Attic  bards,  and  Dorian  songs?  (c) 
Shall  England  boast  no  more,  in  order'd  clans, 
JitT  owls  from  Athens,  and  her  Delian  swans  ? 

Is 

(a)  First  printed  in  May,  1796. 

O)  Athenaei  Deipnosophist  t  L.  14.  p.  617.  Ed.  Casiub. 

O)  The  subject  of  Greek  Literature  is  resumed.    See  the 
^^idusiott  of  the  Second  Dialogue, 

M 
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rls  no  memorial  left  of  ancient  fame^ 
No  dirge  funereal,  nor  one  Grecian  game  9 

AUTHOR. 

There  is:  lo,  learned  CletfeB!  In  sable  stole, 
"  Graceful  in  years,  pant  eager  for  the  goal !  (j) 
Old  Norb'ry  (^)  starts,  and  with  tht  seventi'/orm{e) 

bo5's 
In  weeds  of  Greek  the  church-yard's  peace  annoys,  t 
With  classic  Weston,  {cc)  Charley  Coote,  andTew,(i] 
In  dismal  dance  about  the  mournful  yew. 

Bui 


{a)  I  allude  to  the  rage  for  translating  Gray's  Elegy  itlt^^ 
Greek  verse,  by  so  many  combatants  for  the  prize,  of  whorK^ 
more  in  the  following  notes. 

(^)  The  Reverend  Doctor  Norbury,  Tate  one  of  the  aisittan^^ 
und  now  one  of  the  fellows  {or  old  boys)  at  Eton,  published  \k^^ 
first  Greek  translation  of  the  Elegy. 

(r)  In  Eton  School  there  are  but  six  forms  for  the  boyi«—  ^ 
These  Reverend  Divines,  it  seems,  have  only  taken  m^s^^^^ 
since  they  left  school. 

(cc)  The  Rev.  Stephen  Weston,  a  man  of  much  ing^-^ 
niiity,  of  great  classical  knowledge,  and  skill  ia  TiriovM» 

ianguages. 


{ 
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!But  first  in  notes  Sicilian  (e)  plac'd  on  higli^ 
Bates  sounds  the  soft  preluding  symphony  ; 


And 


{J)  Monsieur  Peltier  (EditorofthcTaWcaude  Paris,  ^c.) 
faroured  me  with  tho  following  record  and  extract,  which  I 
give  in  his  own  French  terms,  as  they  arc  very  sigalficaQt  and 
forcible. 

"  Place  de  la  Traductiow. 
•*  Jean  Norbury,  Docteur  en  Thcologie,  Chanoinc  ct 
^  Associ^  a  Eton.    Jg^  soixante  et  huit  ans. 

•'   Etienne    Weston,   Bachelier  en    Thcologie,     Abbej 
•«  Voyageur,Versificateur,  f/V«;fl«/Rectcur,  ^^^  cinqitantc  ans. 
"  Charles  Coote,*  Docteur  en  Thcologie,  Doien  Irlan« 
**  dois.    j^g^  cinqiiante  et  deux  ans,  scion  Ic  registre. 

«*  Edouard  Tew,  Bachelier  en  Thiologie,  Cjianoinc  et 
*'  Associe  i  Eton.    Jge  cinquante  et  sept  ans. 

•'  Guillotines  a  la  Grecqiu^  aj  Flareal  Quintidi^  *79^» 
**  Extrait  du  Registre  de  la  Guillotine  LiteraireJ* 

N.  B.  "  lis  sent  month  sur  V  echaffaut  avec  assez  de  courage;  i 
•*  diX'heures  et  un  quart  du  matin  leurs  tites  stmt  tombisj* 

Extrait  du  Rapport  fait  au  conseil  des  ancibns,  par 
l*£xecuteor  de  la  haute  justice  literaire. 

■ — — 7 '■       '  ■        '  ' 

*  P.  $•  J'ai  re<juc  une  Icttre  tres  obligeante  de  la  part  de 
Uonsieur  Peltier,  dont  j*ai  la  plus  haute  consideration,  qui'* 
sn'a  informe,  qu'il  y  a  une  petite  meprise  dans  le  Registre  au 
«ujct  de  Monsieur  le  Docteur  Coote,  Traductcur  celebre. 
Qn*il  n'etoit  pas  Doien  Irlandois,  &  par  consequent  grand  theo- 
logien,  mais  Docteur  en  Droit  fivil  en  Angleterre,  tres  instruif 
dans  la  grammaire  Grecque^    Monsieur  Peltier  avec  le  zele  le  plus 

M  t  edifiant 
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And  in  sad  cadence,  as  the  bands  condcnsft, 
The  curfew  tolls  the  knell  oi parting  Sense. 

Nares 

(e)  Notes  Sicilian.— Jo  AH  Bates,  Esq.  as  an  old  Etonian* 
and  once  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  wu 
60  obliging  as  to  offer  himself  as  Musical  Conductor  on  the  occasion. 
Some  persons  may  think,  that  the  '*  notes  Sicilian^  allude  to  the 
Apx^^^  2ix6Xtxai  rcj  gravOso;,  afx^rz  Mo/crai:*  but  they  are  no 
Aiusicians,  if  they  think  so.  Mr.  Bates's  judgment  naturally  Jed 
liim  to  adopt  the  Siciliana  for  this  famous  solemnity,  as  it  is  i 
movement  slower  and  more  marked  than  the  Giga.  While  the 
Siciliana  was  playing,  the  combatants,  before  they  entered  the 
lists,  approached  the  Critic's  throne  moving  in  a  sort  of  mea« 
sured  step. 

The^Rev.  Mr.  Nar  es, (editor  of  the  British  Critic,  and  in  my 
estimation,  and  I  believe  in  that  of  every  Member  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  a  gentleman  of  worth,  learning  and  ability,  and  to  whom 
Jiotthe  slightest  disrespect  is  here  intended)  was  appointed  the 
judge  or  B^afez;^  on  the  occasion,  and  beheld  them  without 
emotion,  though  the  sight  was  luxuriant  in  the  extreme. 
O'er  their  warm  cheeks,  and  rising  bosoms  move 
The  bloom  oiyoung  desire,  and  purple  light  of  love! 

cdifiant  pour  la  verite,  et  avec  beaucoUp  d'onction,  m'a  prie  de 
corriger  le  registre  et  la  poesic  la  dessus;  et  m'a  informe,  que 
Monsieur  Nares  Auieur  tres  aimable  en  son  genre,  et  editeur 
de  I'ouvrage  periodique,  (The  British  Critic)  la  voulQt  aussi 
•vec  beaucoup  d'emprejsement.  Malheureusement  c'est  im- 
possible ;  et  j*ai  repondii  tres  franchement :  **  Mon  cher  Pel- 
^*  tier,  quand  une  fois  la  tete  doctorale  est  tomb^;  eh!  quer 
•«  faire?*'  (A'w.  1797.) 

♦  Mokchi  Ej)ir,  in  Bion.  v.  1. 


Narcs  (/)  Rolds  the  prize,  and  stops  the  Doric  din," 
Elmsjey  (g)  without,  and  Rivington  within;. 
The  volumes  are  arranged  in  order  meet. 
And  all  their  ears  o'cct  these  acccats  greet :  20 

«  Hail^ 

Had  the  combatants  been  political  personage^  I  would  have 
described  the  whole  game,  and  the  characters;  and  their  speechei 
in  the  poem.  But  I  learned  early  from  Cervantes  the  necessity 
of  limitation  and  propriety  in  fiction  |  though  this  indeed  is  a 
mere  record  of  a  matter  of  fact, 

(f)  I  always  admired  the  solemn  irony,  with  wbi.ch  the 
Keviewers  in  The  British  Critic  treated  this  Grecian  game  among 
the  old  bo)$.  It  appeared  to  me  as  if  I  saw  their  exercises 
IfioJteci  over  at  Eton  by  Dr.  Davies,  who  said,  *'  Norbury,  you 
«'  have  done/rf/ry  wri/;" — ••  Tew,  you  had  a  few  faults,  but  tf 
•*  I/ttle  more  spirit  than  Norbury  ;** — •*  Weston,  you  have  trans- 
•*  lated  with  some  elegance,  but  you  have  no  author itj /or  jour 
••  genitive  absolute ^ — **  Master  Coote,  I  think  you  have  one 
**  false  quantity,  but  it  is  a  doubtful  syllable,  and  I  shall /i<j/j 
•*  it  this  time,'*  It  is  something  odd,  that  a  Westminster  man, 
(I  mean  Mr.  Nares,)  should  be  the  Judge  of  these  old  Eton 
boys, 

ig)  Elmsley*  and  Rivington,  two  London  booksellers,  one 
famed    for  shrewdness,   and   the  other  for  orthodoxy;  very 

proper 

*  I  know  not  why  I  should  withhold  the  Testimonia  Dcetotum 
to  Mr.  Elmsley,  To  begin ; — ••  Mr.  Elmshy^  whose  zeal  for 
**  bis  Author  can  never  be  sufficiently  commended,"  &c.-^ 

M3  S(te 
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•*  Hail,  my  fond  masters  of  the  Gredan  lyre ! 

*'  Hear  a  Reviewer*s  verse  yourselves  inspire  : 

*^  These  books  are  yours,  (oh,  heed  my  tuneful  voice) 

**  Take  'em,  or  (/)  damn  'em,  as  best  suits  your 

choice; 

''  For 

proper  assessors  to  tub  Critic.  Mr.  Elmsley  was  stationed 
mt  the  tUtw  to  keep  the  peace  amon^  the  combatants,  who  were 
rather  noisy  and  troublesome  frcm  their  number.  Afterwards 
Mr.  Elmsley  took  his  seat  with  the  Caixic.  The  place  of  the 
meeting  was  the  celebrated  Musical  Room  in  Hanover  Square; 
See  a  subsequent  note. 

(j)  Damnum. — "  This  (word)  is  to  be  understood  in  a  *uery 
•*  sober  and  decent  sense.'*  See  Bishop  Warburton's  note  on  one 
of  the  coi^cluding  lines  of  Pope's  Story  of  Sir  Balaam,  Moral 

£p. 

See  Mr.  Bryant's  Letter  to  Mr.  Richardson  at  the  end.  Hear 
likewise  Mr.  Gibbon:  '*  Je  trouve  dans  ie  Libraire  Elmsley^  un 
**  Conseiller  sage^  instruit^  et  discret,**  Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mr. 
Deyverdun.  Letters,  vol.2,  ^to.  p.  596.  Again:  ''  I  was 
** /irtmd  and  hapliyy  if  I  could  prevail  on  Elmsley^  to  enliven  the 
•*  duilness  of  the  evening."  lb.  p.  653. 

Booksellers  of  reputation  have  been  always  mentioned  with 
respect;  the  Sosii  by  Horace,  and  Trypho  by  Quintilian:  Mr. 
Tonson  is  recorded  by  a  man  of  talents,*  Mr.  Becket  by 
Sterne,  Mr.  Elmsley  by  Mr.  Bryant  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  aadl 
finally  by  his  humble  servant,  the  Author  of  the  Pursuits  of 
Literature. 

*  George  Steevens,  Esq.  editor  of  Shakspeare,  in  his  Prefaov 
to  the  Poet-8  works,  ^ 


C    »»3    I 

^  For  some  are  new^  some  foolish,  ami  somQ  old, 
^  Some  pert  in  calf,  and  some  in  sheets  are  bold. 

•*  Twelve  British  Critics,  new  or  little  read ; 
**  Horslcy's  chaste  sermon,  {k)  and  his  copper  head  j 

"  Letters 

Ep.  3.  V.  40X.  Popc*s  Works,  edit.  Warb.  8vo.  vol.  3.  p.  269^ 
**  Tke  devil  and  the  king  divide  the  prize  ;'*  wiici  live  the  bishop 
with  the  utmost  gravity  declares  to  be  '^  a  satire  only  on  such 
**  ministers  of  state,  which  history  informs  uihave  been  found* 
'^  who  aided  the  devil  in  his  temptations,  in  order  to,  &c«  £cc/' 
See  the  remainder  of  the  note.  This  it  is  to  be  a  commentator 
on  a  mere  badinage ! ! ! 

There  certainly  are  books  which  may  make  a  Reviewer  or  a 
Divine  swear  a  little;  and  I  readily  excuse  Mr.  Nares  (as  I  do  Mr, 
Grubb  in  the  farce)  for  being  a  little  hasty  in  his  exprcbsions. 

Longinus  (who  gives  excellent  directions,  in  his  treatise  on 
the  sublime,  for  swearing  to  the  best  advantage)  observes^ 
*•  EoTiv  B  TO  Wmcw  riyx  0M02AI  pbcya,  to  h  tth^  koci  flrwr, 
*'  Kai  E^*  iv  xmipm^  xcu  rivof  Ivexa.**  De  SubL  S.  i6.  The 
•ubstance  of  which  may  be  this;  '<  Stuearing  considered  in 
**  itself,  and  without  reference  to  the  matter  and  the  manner^ 
^*  is  by  no  means  an  accomplishment,  or  a  source  of  the  sublime^ 
^'  and  should  never  be  introduced,  but  in  the  proper  place  and 
*'  occasion,  and  then  only  upon  the  most  urgent  motives  and 
**  for  the  strongest  reasons."  From  all  which  it  appears,  that 
discipline  and  instruction  io  this  art  are  necessary,  before  a  man 
can  swear  as  a  gentleman,  a  scholar,  an  orator,  or  a  man  of  fa* 
«hion.  Therefore,  no  man  should  ever  swear  at  random  in  con- 
versation. See  the  Rev.  Dr.  l.onginus's  Sermon,  as  above,  ia 
toCoj  to  which  tl^Rev.  Mr,  Nares  certainly  paid  due  attention. 

M4 
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**  Letters  from  Alciphron  (/)  to  cool  love*s  flame, 
•*  Anjd  prove  Greek  whoresand  English  just  the  samei 

"  The 


,  (i)  See  his  Sermon  before  the  Magdalens,  (in  4to)  on  AprU 
^2,  I79(«  I  wish  the  Bishop  had  put  an  appendix  (as  the 
fashion  is)  to  explain  a  little  of  it,  though  in  some  places  it  is 
nfery  intelligible, — tor  instance,  injhc  following  passage,  page  6* 
•*  Numberless  and  ravishing  aie  the  beauties  which  the  mmrtat 
*<  EYE  beholds,  in  the  various  works  of  creation  and  of  art. 
•'  Elegant  and  oi  endless  ^variety  the  entertainments  which  au« 
**  provided  for  the  kar  :  whether  it  delight  to  listen  to  the  sober 
•♦  narratives  of  history,  cr  the  wild  fictions  of  romance ;  whether 
••  it  hearken  to  \hv grave  lessons  of  the  moralist,  to  the  abstruse 
*'  demonstrations  of  science,  the  round  periods  of  eloquence,  the 
**  s/irightly  flourishes  of  rhetoric,  the  smooth  numbers  and  bM 
•*  flights  of  poetry,  or  catch  the  enchanting  sounds  of  harmonyi^ 
•*  that  poetry,  which  sings  of  (something) ;  that  harmony  which 
•*  /am  (one  thing)  and  *wafti  (another)  &c.  &c."  And  as  if  the 
bishop liad  not  been  filain  enough,  he  begins  again;  "  Infinite  h 
«*  the  multitude  of  /tleasutable  forms  which"  do,  as  before 
observed. 

The  reader  will  allow,  he  never  before  met  with  so  much 
recondite  truth,  diversified  with  such  beautiful  and  discrimi* 
sating  epithets.  The  Bishop  might  as  well  have  said  !  *'  What 
•*  a  charming  place  London  is!  what  varieties  and  entertain^ 
**  ments  are  provided  for  the  eye  and  ear.  First,  there's  the  House 
«•  of  L<}rds,  then,  Westminster  Abbey,  then  the  Opera  House 
"  and  the  Play-house.  There  is  Doctor  Gillies  who  provides 
•*  sobir  history^  and  Mrs.  Smith,  ivild  romance  ;  there  is  Mr.  Pitt 
^  with  his  round  eloquence,  and  Mr.  Erskine  absolutely /«/«//>/ 
**  in  sprightly  flourishes'^  there  are  Scotchmen   teaching  grave 

I  *•  morality 
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^^  The  Hymns,  that  Taylor,  {m)  England's  gentile 
priest. 
Sung  spousal  at  fair  Psyche's  marriage  feast ;    3^ 

•^  The 


cc 
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morality  and  Greek ;  Dr«  Hutton  with  ahstrust  demonstri* 
tionsAtfw  all  things  made  themstlves;  there  is  Mr.  Jerning* 
iiam  ivith  his  sfnooth  nunnbers,  and  Doctor  Tasker  with  his 
Idd  flights;  Madame  Banti  at  the  Opera,  and  the  little 
^'   children  at  the  Foundling :  there  are,  &c.  &c  &c." 

All  this  might  do  well  enough  at  a  polite  devotional  lounge^ 
*t  some  fashionable  warm  chapel  from  a  popular  preacher;  but 
I  am  really  ashamed  that  Bishop  Horsley  should  condescend 
to  write,  and  pronounce  ex  cathedra,  such  trivial  school-boy 
Acclamation  aUut  nothing  at  ally  and  then  publish  it.  Men  ia 
bigh  station  and  of  high  talents  (like  fiishop  Horiley)  should  be 
I  I  careful,  v^ry  careful,  how  they  lessen  themselvrs  by  their  owa 
e  Wordi  and  works;  and  if  Bishop  Horsley  goes  on  in  this  style» 
s  ADdas  he  has  done  in  several  of  his  later  productions^  whatever 
^  his  politics  may  be,  he  certainly  never  will  incur  the  danger  of 
The  Second  Philippic. 


b 


(/).  Alciphron's  Epistles ;  in  which  are  described  the  domestic 
•'tanners,  the  Courtezans  and  the  Parasites  of  Greece;  translated 
^'om  the  Greeks 

W)  Thomas  Taylor,  translator  of  Plotinus,  parts  of  Plato, 
^e  fable  of  Cupid  and  Psyche  from  Apuleiu^,  Hymns,  &c.  the 
^ould-bc  restorer  of  unintelligible  mysticism  and  sujwrstitious 
P^g^n  nonsense.    Ail  that  lamblichus  revealed  to  iL  lesius. 


t  186  ] 

•*  The  alphabet  in  Greek  by  R.  P.  Knight ;  («) 
**  Some  rules  for  men  to  think  and  study  right  j 
•*  An  Eton  Foolscap,  with  the  game  of  goose 
*•  Printed  by  Pote,  types  large,  and  cover  loose; 
**  An  Education  Sermon,  rather  long, 
**  By  Doctor  Parr,  all  in  the  vulgar  tongue; 
"  Last,  Horsley's  master-piece,  (;/«)  and  merry  plan- 
*'  To  accent  right  the  goods  of  courtezans.  4 


Mr.  Taylor,  in  conjuiKtion  with  Dr.  Darwin,  might  solve  tb 
following  problem:  **  Whether  a  Platonic  ittcaf  hovering  t9  A 
**  right  on  the  orifice  of  chaos^  might  drive  away  the  s^nsdrm 
**  ^  democratical  atom  t*  Rabelais,  at  the  end  of  book  f 
Question f  Phiksophiques,  For  my  own  part  I  am  not  disposed  K 
go  any  further,  as  Lycophroo,  Cassand.  v.  14,  expresses  ili 
Ao§fli;v  £{  Sie^oSm^  ETTo/y. 

(»)  An  analytical  Essay  on  the  Greek  Al/ihahety  by  R.P 
Knight — P.  may  stand  fbr  Payne  or  Priapus  Knight,  in  allusioi 
to  his  Essay  on  the  Worship  of  Priapus. 

(ffxr)  See  a  Treatise  on  the  Prosodies  of  the  Greek  and  LatiJ 
Languages,  dedicated  to  Lord  Thurlow  by  (Bishop  Horsley] 
2  allude  to  the  Bisho/i'sjikasattt  comment ,  P-479  so  universalljiid 
mired,  on  the  Attic  Law,  Erai^a  x/jv cria  ei  (popom^  ir^fjioffiai  i9m 
My  gallantry  forbids  me  to  ute  any  accents  at  ali  upon  these  ladir 
especially  since  the  Biihojt  has  shewn  me,  how  dangerws  it  ist 

meddl 
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**  Nor  books  alone  attend  the  Conqueror  Bard^ 
■    Him  shall  await  a  more  sublime  reward: 
*  Not  the  coarse  joy  a  Grecian  once  could  feel, 
'   Apples  [o)  for  sauce,  or  parsley  for  his  veal. 


oneddle  with  them«  In  this  short  passage  there  are  four  per- 
sonages virtualJy  concerned;  Alexander  i^^ro^/j/nwij,  Aristotle, 
Venus,  and  Bishop  {a)  Horsley  ! ! ! !  I  assure  his  Lordship,  I 
have  as  great  an  affection,  as  human  infirmity  can  allow,  for  an 
Oryton,  a  Paroxyton,  or  even  a  Pro-par-ox)  ton !  Ladies  never 
before  knew  xht/toUtical  importance  of  an  accent. 

While  I  am  upon  this  Episcopal  and  Cyprian  subject,  I  may 
observe  that  Proclus  has  a  singular  remark  in  his  Chrestoma* 
thii,  as  preserved  by  Photius ;  M*}Sg  r%  Kuvpiot  nPOflAPO- 
"  STTONXIS  swiyqaficrQai  rot  ^roiTj/xara."  {b)  . 

(0  Apples,  &c.— There  is  ir^wan  affectation  in  moJan young 
ioukmen^  as  soon  as  they  have  left  school  or  college,  particularly 
in  young  lawyers  and  boy-members  of  parliament,  of  /orget ting 
their  Greek^  if  they  ever  knew  any.  I  shall  therefore  without 
ceremony  remind  them  of  the  ancient  rewards  in  the  Grecian 

games, 

(a)  I  shall  express  my  opinion  of  Bishop  Horsley,  as  a  writer^ 

^  the  words  of  Erasmus;  **  Ex  lihris  deprehendi  hominem  esse 

"  '^rdentis  ingenii,  varia  lectionis,  et  multas  memoriae,  alicubi 

^  ^amen  majore  copia  quam  delecta,    ac  dictione  tumuttuosa 

^agis  quam  com/tosita,*'    £rasm.  £p.  1248. 

C^)  Biblioth.  pag.984.  cd,i6s3- 


[    i88    ] 
"  Or  beverage  drawn  from  spruce,  or  mountain  pines, 
*•  With  oil  from  Pisa's  olive,  when  he  dines; 
♦*  No  ode  to  praise  the  binding  of  his  books :  {/i) 
*'  No  print  from  Sheffield  of  historic  cooks, 
'•  Of  beauteous  Gibbon's  fair  proportioned  shape,  {q) 
^*  An  old  baboon,  or  fcctus  of  an  ape  j 


games,  which  consincd  of  some  a/ifiks  ronsccated  to  Apol/o 
in  tht  Pvlhian.  of  a  chaplct  of  [lardey  \\\  ti^e  Nemaean,  of  ah 
•//Wgarlind  in  the  Olympic  games,  and  of  a  wreath  oi  fh^ 
leaves  in  the  isthniiaii  solemnity. 

(/r)  I  am  sure  Pindar  vety  seldom  had  so  good  a  subject 
for  his  deep  mouih.  Mr.  White  of  Fleet-street,  and  Mr.E(^ 
uards  of  Pall-mnll,  booksellers,  would  furnish  me  with  roocb 
better  materials  for  an  ode  than  Pindar's,  in  their  florid  dcscrip* 
tinns  (so  animacinji;  to  purchasers)  of  gorgeous  bin  ding,  little 
Dr.  GossLi*s  milk-ivliiu  irilum,  and  all  it's  insignia* 

(y)  See  in  the  title  page  to  the  posthumous  Works  of  Edwarf 
Gibbon,  Esq.  in  2  vol.  4to.  published  by  Lord  Sheffield,  W 
engraving  of  The  Historian  of  the  Roman  Empirf,  wbich 
his  lordship  declares  to  be  "  as  complete  a  likeness  of  Mr« 
**  Gibbon,  as  to  pei-son,  face,  and  manner,  as  can  be  conceiveth*^!'' 
1  have  no  doubt  of  Lord  S.'s  friendship  for  Mr.  Gibbon,  but 
why  hang  up  his  fpend  in  effigy  to  the  ridicule  of  the  present 
age  and  of  all  posterity?  •*  Figuram  animi  roagis  quaiti  ewftrii 

$1  c^m* 


[    i89.    ] 
**  No  robe,  that  waves  in  many  a  Tuscan  fold; 
••  No  lawn,  that  wraps  a  bishop  from  the  cold ; 
**  But  fine  broad  cloth,  in  choicest  fashion  wrought, 
••  By  modern  hands  to  full  perfection  brought ; 

«  'Tis 

««  complectantur,"*  said  Tacitus;  and  could  Mr.  Gibbon  have 
teen  this  print,  he  certainly  would  have  wished  such  a  Simula^ 
tfum*vultui  as  this,  to  be  imhecilium  tt  mcrtaley  or  in  plain  Englith, 
to  see  the  impressions  burned  and  the  plate  broken. 

I  just  reinind  all  collectors  of  prints,  that  there  are  robe  had 
BOt  only  the  heads  of  Dr.  Gillies,  and  o:her  historic  cooks,  of 
Dr.  Denman  the  man  midwife,  of  Mr.  William  Coxe,  traveller 
and  friend  to  half  the  crowned  heads  in  Europe,  'vjith  his  a^$  at 
the  botcom  of  the  print,  and  of  other  great  personages ;  but 
there  are  fcill  left  some  choice  proof  impressions  of  the  striking 
htMd mJ  tikentts  of  ^Wii,  John  FafUy^  principal  cook  at  the 
London  Tavern,  to  be  purchased  separate  from  his  great  culi- 
niry  work,  being  all  that  were  left  unsubfcribed  for  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  by  the  East  India  and  Bank 
Directors,  and  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity 
Housec  But  1  cannot  ascertain  the  age  of  Mr.  John  Farley, 
which  it  a  matter  of  the  last  importance,  and  for  which  I  am 
tnily  sorry.  The  Homeric  jucur.dity  from  Martial  should  have 
beta  the  motto  to  our  modern  Mistyllus ; 

"  Si  tibi  Mistyllus  cocus,  yEmlliane,  vocatur  : 

^  Dicetur  quare  non  Varafalla\  mihi  ?  Mart.  £p,  1.  i. 

The 

~  'I      .  ,.  -  -  - 

*  Tacit.  Vit.  Agric.  Sect.  46. 
t  MitfTi/A>.oy  Tafx  Ta>.>>a,  xx^.     Horn.  II.  fasiJm, 


I 
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*'  'Tis  His, — "  to  wear  four  Sundays  in  the  Park  {q) 
•*  Thebest  blacksuitof  Doctor  Courtney's  Clerk! "(r) 

Nares 


The  reader  of  taste  in  print-collecting  will  thank  me  for  re- 
jDinding  him  of  Mr.  John  i-arley*s  hea^^  whose  works  are  more 
nliibed  than  any  traveller's  or  historian's  that  I  know» 

(f)  Or  in  Kensington  Gardens,  if  he  pleases. 

(r)  I  informed  my  readers  in  a  former  note,  that  the  ace ne 
of  action  was  the  celebrated  Musical  Room  im  Hanover  Squirt. 
I  must  now  add,  that  the  room  was  decorated  on  the  occasion 
with  appropriate  scenery,  laid  out  in  belts  and  clmmfs  of  fanereal 
trees,  to  represent  a  church-yard  with  the  belfry,  the  yew  trec^ 
not  forgetting  the  onvl^  with  distant  views  of  groups  of  laboaren^ 
knd  cattle  returning  home  by  moonlight,  highly  picturesque. 
This  was  the  scene  of  the  famed  solemnity,  where  Mr.  NAiify 
with  his  assessors  Messrs.  Elmsley  and  Rivington   hookseUai^ 
and  the  combatants,  the  Doctors  Norbury,  Coote,  &c.  assemUecL 

Dr.  Courtney,  then  Bishop  of  •Bristol,  now  of  EicteTf 
and  Rector  of  St.  George's  Hanover  square,  was  reiy 
kind  on  the  occasion,  as  the  decision  was  made  ioT  hb 
parish;  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Parish  Clerk,  na^ 
a  liberal   and  voluntary    offer  of  **  The   Sunday  SuiT'f 

furnUied 

•  Doctor  Cburtney  was  then  on  the  eve  of  a  translatioa  to 
Exeter.  (Jan,  12,  1797.) — 1  also  wish  the  Bishop  health  to  wetf 
bis  own  best  black  suit^  as  well  as  another  old  Eton  acquaintaoc^ 
Bishop  Cornwall,  his  successor. 

t  They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  dignity  and  mai^nifi^ 
deportment  of  Dr.  Courtney's  {resent  Clerk  of  St.  Geoip^ 

Cbuidv 
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NAREsrisingpausM;  then  gave  (the  contest  done,) 
To  Weston,  Taylor's  Hymns,  and  Alciphron, 
And  Rochester's  (j)  address  to  lemans  {ss)  loose  ; 
To  Tew,  Parr's  sermon,  and  the  game  of  goose ; 
To  Coote,  the  foolscap,  as  the  best  relief 
A  Dean  could  hope;  last  to  the  hoary  Chief         62 
He  filled  a  cup ;  then  plac'd  on  Norb'ry's  back 
Tie  Sunday  suit  (/)  of  customary  black!  (//) 

The 


fariished  at  theexpence  of  the  parish,  and  which,  I  undersuadft 
il  worn  by  the  Clerk  during  divine  service  in  the  morning  only 
mt  that  day,  and  is  'oery  becomiBg*  After  the  moming  service 
the  parish  clerk  appears  in  his  ordinary  dress,  as  a  common 
Man.  Sach  was  the  Eccesiastical  suit  of  armour  made  by  the 
«pi9C«pal taylor,  and  hang  upas  thb  CoNOjfERoa's  priee  (not 
pleno  jure,  but  usafructuarioy)  for  the  ^neas  of  the  Sunday, 

(t)  Not  Lord  Rochester,  bot  my  good  Lord  Bishop  of 
KodMSter,  Bishop  Horsley's  Address  or  Sermon  to  the  Mag- 
dakoi,  mentioned  above ;  not  forgetting  his  Lordship's  Greek 
fraaody  for  Lord  Thurlow  and  the  ladies. 

(ss)  Leman  is  the  old  word  for  a  lover,  or  a  mistress.'* 

*^ —     ■  - , 

Ckwdii  Hanover  Square,  when  in  his  full  caaoniatl  Sunday 
4icss,  will  best  know  how  to  estimate,  tbi  fritoi  offevd  to  thtae 
Cfedan  combatants  by  Mr«  Nares.  Too  happy !  if,  in  such  • 
gmnent,  ms  ViCToa  might  be  miit^kfm  roK  this  gr&at 


\ 


L    '9^    ] 

The  gabbling  ccas'd  :  with  fixM  and  serious  look 
Gray  glanced  from  high,and  own*dhis  rival,  Cook.(v) 

OCTAVIUS. 

(/)  All  my  Eton  friends  well  know  Dr.  Norbury's  celebrated 
black  wardrobe,  and  the  Suits  which  appear  in  the  order  of  die 
Py  tbagoric  rotation  from  the  chest  or  ark. 

«*  Supera  ut  convexa  rtoitant^ 
**  Rursus  et  incipiant  in  corpora  vtlit  rivirti  P* 

With  what  propriety  did  the  Reverend  Mr.  Nares  make  and  pio^ 
nounice  this  famous  decree  i     (1796) 

(//)  I  must  transcribe  the  concluding  sentence  of  the  Rerieir 
of  these  celebrated  translations,  in  the  BRirisH  Critic  for 
March  179^.  p.  24$.  I  give  the  Critic  the  fullest  credit  fir 
the  conduct  of  this  solemn  irony,  and  confess  that  I  can  con* 
ceive  nothing  superior  in  this  species  of  wit,  namely,  that  of 
looking  gravely  in  men's  faces  and  telling  them  how  foolish  they 
arc. 

The  British  Critic  thus  concludes:  <*  We  wish  to 
**  avoid  any  invidious  distinction,  any  undue  preference.  But 
*<  ^ere  we  absolutely  called  on  to  decide,  we  should  from  tbfr 
*<  purest  and  most  unbiassed  motives  (see  11..  23.  v.  615)  iSt 
**•  the  golden  cup  uith  the  most  exquisite  oivos*  t%airos^  and  not 
**  considering  it  as  left  without  a  claimant,  by  the  fall  of  aajr 
^<  Eumelus,  we  should  rtspectfultj  place  it  in  the  hands  of  tbJK 
**  Etonian  Nestor; 

•'  T^  vt;v,  xai  (Toi  twto,  FEPON,  xei/xtjT^iov  ecrca.** 

(y)  I  select  this  extraordinary  genius,  poet,  critiCt  sciioia^'^ 
and  orator,  William  Cook,  m.  a.  late  Fellow  of  Kiog^^ 
College,  and  Greek  Professor  in  the  University  of  CambridgiS^ 
*^  1  knew  him  well,  Horatio^"  melioribus  olim auspkiis*  lukct 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Contract  your  smile,and  quit  this  playful  (x)  search ; 

These 

him,  as  well  for  the  singular  and  original  excellency  of  his 
performance^  (though  there  are  some  oversights  and  even  verbal 
faalts  in  it)  as  for  the  manner  in  which  he  published  it.  There 
was  a  spare  leaf  or  two  at  the  end  of  his  very  seneible  edition  of 
AristotIe*s  Poetics,  and  tlfirt  he  printed  it ;  not  in  the  pompout 
manner,  and  with  dedications  to  Lord  Chancellors  and  I  know 
not  whom,  as  some  of  these  Oid  Bojs  have  done.  I  must  own 
diat  in  many  passages,  Nature,  Gray,  and  Cook  seem  to  con- 
tend for  the  mastery  ;  but  above  all  in  that  great  stanza ; 

**  The  boast  of  heraldry,  the  pomp  of  powV, 
*^  And  all  that  beauty,  all  that  wealth  e'er  gave, 
'*  Await  alike  the  inevitable  hour ; 

•*  The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave." 

Gray. 

tikOjpoL  rv%x^^  Xpvaaf  AfpoSira;  xaXa  rx  iupa 
riaevd*  aiJM  rxvrx  Tgdvaxf,  xoci  9}vd£y  /JLopaifjiov  aytMp» 
Hpa/ft/y  xK&  oXuXe,  xai  o/xsto  (a)  ^i/vov  sf  Aiav.        CoOK. 

N  Bion 

{a)  Some  persons  object  to  the  0  being  made  short  before  the 
^.  It  may  be  so.  I  defend  no  faults,  in  any  man's  work.  I 
J«avc  Dr.  Da  vies  and  Mr.  Stephen  Weston,  the  Htro  of  tht  Gtnl* 
^i'Vt  absglutty  to  substitute  xoivoy  if  they  please* 

"  The  rule  is  aholute^'^  Lord  Kenyon  cries; 
V  Brisk  from  bisgmtivi  let  Stephen  risc.*l 
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These  arc  the  lay  amusements  of  the  church 


Mere 


Bion  or  Moichus  never  exceeded  these  lines :  !  think,  they  never 
equalled  them.  I  write  this  Note,  I  will  confess  it,  with  all  the 
friendly  fondness  which  an  Etonian  could  express. 

Hoc  JUT£MEM  EGREGIUM  PRiiilSTAKTI  MUMERK  DOKO.  (h) 

{x)  This  subject  from  v«  i.  to  v.  63.  of  this  part  of  iny  poem»' 
is  perhaps  in  itself  ft  very  trifling  one.  The  names  of  soaie  oF 
the  panies  are  obscure  and  of  little  note,  and  the  concerns  oF 
Rfviewers  should  in  general  be  confined  to  their  own  littU  hlur 
h—ks.  But  this  example  is  of  deepest  consequence ;  that  mek^ 
who  aspire  to  be  thought  scholars,  shoald  be  warned,  even  to  alL 
posterity,  how  they  conduct  their  learning,  and  expend  theic 
time;  and  be  taught  from  this  ridiculous  instance  (which  I  hare 
selected)  to  value  themselves  on  such  attainments  alone,  as  are 
truly  valuable.    *Ots  yeyova  ANHP,  xano/JyiQJMi  t«  t«  Nwri». 

It  cannot  surely  be  conceived,  that  the  slightest  animadversion 
is  bin  intended  to  be  made  on  the  exercises  in  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages,  whether  translations  or  originals,  in  the  public 
or  private  schools,  or  in  the  Universities  of  this  kingdom.  The 
author  of  the  P.  of  L.  is  of  opinion,  that  the  utility  or  rather  the 
absolute  necessity  of  them  is  so  great  and  so  indispensable,  that 
they  9innot  be  too  much  commended,  and  too  much  encouraged. 
I  will  also  say,  that  notwithstanding  the  accurate  and  unrelenting 
severity  of  Dr.  Charles  Burney's  most  learned  and  acute  criticism 
on  Mr.  Glasse's  Greek  Translations  of  Milton *s  Sampson 
Agonistes  and  Mason's  Car actac us,  I  still  continue  to  admire  the 
poetical  and  animated  spirit,  so  conspicuous  in  that  very  ingenioos 
Gcatleman's  bold  and  laudable  attempt  at  an  early  period  of  life. 

Thei* 

(*)  Vir.iEn.4.  i.^du 
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Mere  cobweb  labours  of  their  learned  thought; 
Though  sometimes  teachers  must  themselves  be 

taught 
To  weigh  their  office,  raise  their  powerful  breath. 
Nor  leave  the  world  to  darkness  and  to  death.     72 

Short 


There  were  some  mistakes;  how  coaU  it  be  otherwise?  Plart 
nitent.  The  composition  entitled  0EviXaror  Sof  ia»  by  the  late 
Dr.  Cook,  Provost  of  King's  College,  published  when  he  was 
ahnost  a  boy,  has  pecaliar  merit. 

I  will  add  here,  that  if  any  joung  man  of  genius,  classical 
learning,  and  poetical  ardour,  would  present  the  world  with  a 
Greek  translation  of  Akenside*s  **  Hymn  t9  tbt  Naiads ,**  ami 
submit  it  to  the  correction  of  an  experienced  Greek  scholar 
before  publication,  he  might  establish  a  learned  and  hdnourable 
reputation  for  himself,  and  add  another  composition  worthy  of 
Homer  or  Callimachus. 

*<  Sic  lictai  magnas  Oraiorum  implere  catervas  !'* 

Compositions  in  Greek  or  Latin  handed  abont  in  prirate 
Circles  of  friends  are  indeed  useless,  bat  irtt  from  muck 
ivprehension,  though  at  best  rather  idle  in  men  of  a  certain  age* 
Sut  when  mkn,  dignified  by  their  years  and  their  sacred 
profession,  the  joungat  baring  passed  his  fiftitth^  and  thi  $ldtt$ 
entering  his  sixty  tighth  year,  appear  as  rival  candidates  for  pub- 
lic fame  from  tht  translation  of  some  excellent  English  verset 
inU  their  own  Grtek ;  whait  can  we  say  ? 

•♦  Ti^n^vxaiaJ  ianitim^  tunc,  tunc,  ignoscere— Noio."  • 

(1796.)  Persiui^ 

Na 
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Short  be  their  folly :  let  example  tell 
Their  life>  their  morals  pure^  and  all  is  well* 

But  should  proud  churchmen  vie  in  sumptuous 
halls. 
In  wines  and  soups,  Carthusian  Bacchanals, 
Nor  think  th*  unwieldy  superflux  to  shake. 
Where  curates  starve,  and  helpless  orphans  quake  j 
Wav'ring  I  ask,  in  this  dark  scene  beneath. 
Why  lightnings  scathe  yon  desolated  heath?  {y)  - 

And 


(j)  The  unbounded  luxury  and  extravagance  of  the  French 
and  Italian  Ecdesiatics  should  be  a  warning  to  the  priests  and 
ministers  of  «//  Christian  altars,  however  dignified  or  distia- 
gaishedy  of  whatever  church  or  of  whatever  persuasion* 
Mankind  will  know,  and  value  them  ly  iheir fruits*  "  For  now 
••  ii  th$  axt  laid  t§  tht  root  9/ the  trees,  and  evert  tree 
**  which  hringtth  not  forth  good  fruit  it///  (most  assuredly)  bt  hmn 
^  dawM.'' 

This  is  the  warning  voice  which  should  be  heard,  and  heard 
4J§udin  assemblies  frequent  and  full,  in  all  churches  and  in  all 
cathedrals;  but  chief  in  those  twin-sisters  of  learning,  the 
Universities  of  England,  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  which  can  be 
anpported  om  thou  principles  alom,  on  which  they  were  founded^ 
and  hjf  which  they  have  flourished.-— ^i&//#  toue  plaamaj  jtt  h 
fomtd^  I  will  honour  and  will  hail  you  both, 

**  Mothem 


[  w  1 

And  hark  the  voice  has  thunder'd :  and  the  woittji 
Borne  on  the  blast,  a  trembling  world  has  heacdt  9% 
In  consummation  dread !  the  bondis  of  Roma 
Are  bursty  and  Babylon's  prophetic  doom^ 
With  more  than  mortal  ruin  headlong  castj^ 
proclaims  the  measure  full :  she  groans  her  lasti 
From  climes  where  Piety  no  more  was  founds 
'Where  Superstition  withered  all  around. 
The  rights  of  nature  barr'd,^  by  heaven  resigned 
To  vile  affections,  in  corruption  blind,  9$ 

While,  in  the  terrors  of  the  world  beneath^ 
Permitted  fiends  of  darkness  round  them  breathe; 
Britain  securely  fixM,  invites  from  high  . 
AVith  charity's  sedate  unaltered  eyc» 

The 


<^  Mothers  of  artt 
*<  And  eloquence,  native  to  famooi  witi , 
**  Or  hospitable  in  Toua  sweet  recess, 
**  City  or  suburban,  studious  walks  and  shades.^* 

lit  chief  with  pious  gratitude,  and  with  filial  revr rencei  Smhi^ 
HAGHAPAasNt!    (1796.) 


*  MUt.  P.  Reg.  b.  4.  V.  «40« 
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The  sacreJ^  exird,  melancholy  band. 
Passing  from  death  and  France,  revere  the  land. 
Where  streams  of  inexhausted  bounty  pour. 
And  Christ  still  reigns,  and  bigots  are  no  more,  (z) 

AUTHOR. 

Blest  be  the  voice  of  mercy,  and  the  hand 
Stretched  o'er  affliction's  wounds  with  healing  bland^ 
In  holiest  sympathy !  our  best  of  man 
Gave  us  to  tears,  ere  misery  began.  10% 

Yet  pause :  "  for  mere  (zz)  Good-nature  {a)  is  a 
"  fool,'* 
Now  slave  to  party,  and  now  faction's  tool; 

Attend 

(sb)  I  allude  to  the  grand  emigration  of  French  priests  and 
dthers  to  England,  at  the  late  Revolution  in  France.     ( 1 796.) 

(««)  We  must  remember^  that  the  very  frame  and  spirit  of 
Ibe  laws,  ordinances,  and  constitution  of  England  ar€  in  the  m^i 
iinct  oppoiitioH  to  tbi  Roman  Catholic  nligioni  and  all  it's  doctrinei^ 
praccicesy  opinions,  superstitions,  and  tyranny,  I  am  astonished 
that  we  can  forget  their  history  and  effects.  I  know  what  has 
been  done  in  other  counuic$»    The  only  hospitable  and  ansosr 

pecting 
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Attend,  nor  heedless  slight  a  poet's  name: 
Poet  and  prophet  once  were  deem*d  the  same. 

Say,  are  these  fertile  streams  thus  largely  spread, 
K filial  tribute  o'er  a  mother  bed? 
Say,are  these  streams  (think,  while  avails  the  thought) 
To  Rome  through  Gallic  channels  subtly  brought  ^[aa) 

Rome 

meeting  asylam  for  their  priests  and  professors  has  been,  and  ts^. 
ti  England.  On  their  expulsion  from  the  continent,  and  their 
reception  in  this  kingdom,  ander  powerful  protection  and  sys* 
:cmatic  infiiience,  a  warning  voice  may  be  heard,  not  withoot 
rffect.  This  is  the  soli  reason  of  all  which  I  am  about  to  offer 
)n  this  subject.  It  is  not  an  anathema,  but  a  warning  in  the 
pirit  of  mercy,  moderation,  and  the  most  reflecting  policy. 

We  may  depend  upon  it,  wherever  the  Roman  Catholic 
Religion  is  introduced,  or  permitted,  or  fostered ,  or  .pitied,  or 
ncouragedy  the  words  of  the  poet  will  be  found  eminently  true  i 

Spiritus  intus  alit^  totamqjje  infusa  PBK  artus 
Mens  agitat  molem,  £t  magmo  sb  corpore  miscet. 

(tf)      "  Virtue  (for  men  good-nature  is  a  fool) 
**  Is  sense  and  spirit  with  humanity: 
**  Virtue  and  s^se  I  mean  not  to  disjoin, 
••  Virtue  and  sense  arc  one." 
>•  Armstrong,  Art  of  Health,  B.  4.  a  Poem  which  can  never  be 
sufficiently  praised,  read,  and  recommended. 

(aa)  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  in  the  fnstnt 
lituation  of  England  and  of  Europe,  in  regard  to  national  policy. 
\  propose  these  questioos. 

N  4  s.  Hpw 


|[      200      ] 

lloME  touches,  tastes,  and  takes;  and  nothing  loth: 
But  have  we  virtues  ?  yes,  oijiagan  growth,  [a)  \\% 
Ask,  where  Rome's  church  is  founded?  on  a  steep^ 
Which  heresy *s.wild  winds  in  vain  may  sweep; 

Alone 

I.  Hwis  fatt  are  the  ministers  of  the  public  treasure  of  wtsf 
protesunt  kingdom  justified  in  i&suing  large  sums  of  money,  for 
the  express    purpose  of  maintaining  emigrant  Romam   CatMc 
y  Priest Jf  AS  a  body  ? 

fl*  If  they  are  justified  in  issuing  any  sams»  in  what  mmaner  and 
%ndtr  nuhat  contfl  shcald  this  public  money  be  expended  and 
distributed  ? 

3.  Whether  in  England  at  this  tinu^  there  are  not  some  peculiar  and 
paramount  considerations,  which  call  for  'wisdom  and  prmdence  to 
regulflte,  and  restrain  the  first  natural  and  honourable  impetuosity 
oi  mtrcy  and  humanity^  to  the  end  that  thi  cokstitutiok  or 
England,  in  her  church  and  s t at £>  be  preserved  inviolate 
from  open  attacks,  or  from  insidious  attempts  ? 

These  questions  are  proposed  for  the  public  security,  with  so* 
briety,  seriousness,  and  charity  to  all,  as  of  common  importance* 

Dixerat  Anchises;  natumque  unique  Sibyllam 
Cen*ventus  trahit  in  medios,  turhamqui  sonantim  5 
Et  tumulum  capita  undeomnes  lon^§  ordiki possit 
jidvenos  ligere^  it  venientum  disan  vultus  ! 

(1796.) 

(«)  It  it  well  known  that  rigid  Catholics  hold,  that  the  virtoet 
of  heretics,  or  protestants,  are  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of 
pagan  virtues.  I  think  the  bishop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon  woald  agree 
to  this  opt nion.    ( 1 796.) 
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Uwe  where  sinners  may  have  rest  secure, 

>ne  only  undefiFd,  one  only  pure. 

lame  you  her  cumbrous  pomp,  her  iron  rod, 

>r  trumpery  relics  of  her  saints  half-shod  ? 

-rC  Confessor Sy   in  every  hamlet  found, 

Vith  sacred  sisters  walk  their  cloister'd  round  :  laa 

There,  read  the  list  {b) :  and  calm  the  fate  expect, 

Vhen  crafty,  meddling,  thankiess  priests  direct. 

Think 


(i)  See  "  The  Laity's  DiRBCTOiY/<^r  1796,"  (printed  for 
•  P.  Coghlan,  Dake  street,  Grosvenor  square)  to  which  is 
ddcd,  **  The  Colours  of  the  Church;"  words  rather 
^■kinous.  It  is  a  pamphlet  at  the  low  price  of  iixfenci^  which  I 
ccommend  to  public  notice,  and  to  which  I  refer  the  reader* 

It  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  and  concern,  to  read  the  list  of 
^^e  almost  incredible  number  of  little  books  and  tracts  at  the 
^^lUit  prices^  published  and  to  be  published,  calculated  for  tbi 
\eniral  dissemination  0/POPERY  in  tbest  nalm.  But  it  is  a  oiatter 
>f  very  great  concern  indeed  to  sec  the  fatal  display  of  all  the 
-listing  and  rising  Romish  seminaries^  Romish  boarding  houses, 
*od  Romish  schools  for  youth;  the  plenary  indulgences  (for 
'"c  another  ;)  and  the  settlement  of  Nmns  Profasidin  monasteriea 
erected  in  this  kingdom,  Clares,  Benedictines^  Sepulcharins» 
Austins,  and  Dominicanesses.  Then,  in  this  very  same 
^tnphlet,  as  if  by  a  strange  fatality,  and  in  the  blunder 
>^  papal  metaphor,  they  advertise  even  their  Jrugs*  The  vtry 
Bedjcine,  it  seems^  is  papal.    Behold  their  ^'  LskXMvesu/fhnrateJ 

•*  pills,'' 
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Think  you,  their  hate  unquenchM  can  e*er  expire  ? 
The  torch  not  tipt  with  sleeping  sulphurous  fire? 
Their  doctrines  round  a  careless  land  aie  blown; 
They  blast  the  cottage,  and  would  sap  the  throne. 
What  ?  arc  my  words  too  warm  ? — I  love  my  King, 
My  Country,  and  my  God  !  the  sounds  shall  ring 

Ceaseless, 

•*  pills,**  once  ixhihitid  in  anothtr  form  in  these  realms.  "  Tie 
**  medicated  SnufF,"  a  Cephalic  of  many  virtues,  prepared  fron 
the  arigiaal  receipt  found  in  the  Jesuit's  Library  ;  *'  The  Jesoic*^ 
*^  nervous  pill, — The  Jesuit's  Balsamic  cordial."  In  short| 
*'  decernunt  quodcunque  volunt  de  corpori  NOSTROi''  bodjF 
and  soul,  fortune  and  state. 

I  understand  them  but  too  well.  They  know  their  boWf 
THEIR  Protectors  of  noble  rank,  their  opportunity,  tkdr 
advantages,  and  their  revenue  from  the  state.  They  advance  bf 
approaches,  not  desultory,  but  regular.  The  papal  gentut 
never  sleeps,  no,  not  for  a  moment ;  but  directs,  and  animatesv 
and  acts,  uniforpily  and  constantly,  at  home  and  abroad,  in 
cities,  in  towns,  in  villages ;  it  takes  aid  fi«m  stupidity  and  fron 
ability,  from  above  and  from  beneath.  Their  bishops,  as  yet^ 
are  but  titular,  but  depend  upon  it. 

Per  solas  radios,  Tarpeiaque  fulmina  jurant, 
Quidquid  habent  telorum  armamentaria  C9?li.* 

Depend  upon  it,  I  say,  thty  snjotar :  but  what  the  oath  is,  I  sball 
not  take  upon  me  to  describe ;  though  it  may  be  well  undcf^* 
•tood,  aad  for  ought  I  know,  it  is  already  registered. 

Ihatr# 
*  Juv.  Sat,  13.  V.  78. 
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asdess,  till  Pitt  (with  all  his  host  awake) 
OUR  GREAT  CAUSE  a  Nation's  inquest  take,  ijo 

Look 


[  have  compaision  for  the  unfortanate;  I  have  charity  for 
mdered  exiles;  I  have  pity,  and  won  Id  give  relief  to  the 
etched  and  the  suffering ;  I  have  veneration  for  the  truly 
)U8  of  evtry  persuasion  in  the  Christian  faith.  **  There  ia 
OVE  Lord !''  But  I  have,  and  it  is  an  Englishman's  duty  lo 
re»  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  insinuating  or  domineering  spirit 
the  Romish  church.  I  have  no  opinion  of  the  sincerity  of 
fir  attachment  to  us,  or  of  thiir  gratitude  for  our  favours.  I 
tist  opon  it,  they  regard  thbmselves  as  the  original  awd 
jktful  inheritors  o/ovti  /and, 

I  call  upon  the  guardians  of  our  Church  and  State  to  be 
itchful,  and  to  regard  with  attention  the  proceedings  of  alx* 
IS  BMiGR  ANTS.  If  they  refuse  to  hear,  I  wish  most  fervently. 
It  Great  Britain  may  never,  in  the  anguish  of  an  inconsiderato 
>rit,  say  of  these  numerous  emigrant  priests^  and  of  all  the  rest 
^  or  profane  z 


Mjietes  litt&rip  egin$s 
£x£fpt\  ft  rtffii  PBMEKS  imfartihcavt! 


r  send  THIS  vote  ipto  the  world,  whatever  be  it*s  fate,  with 
famous  papal  inscription,  but  without  the  spirit,  of  Sixtua 

•  Fourth  to  the  Florentine  Synod  nnder  Lorenzo  the  Magni* 
-m,  *<  Iv  FvTuitAM  EEi  idEMOEiAM!''  and  the  Bishop  of 

Pol  de  Leon,    and  his  Consistory,    rtsidtnt  and  acting  ia 
SUndy  may  reply  tp  it,  iftbe^  thini;  proper.-— (Written  in 

•  year  1796.) 
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hook  from  that  vale,  what  tribes  the  fortress  (r) 

Then  frowa  indignant  o'er  iie  ofiprobrious  Hill.  ( 

OCTAV 

(r)  The  Great  Collioe  op  Romish  Peiists,  ah 
HiAD  Quarters  op  the  Catholic  Causb  i« /^#  C 

King^s  House  at  IVinebtster,  tenanted  by  priests  emigra 
mm^tmgrztiU  pubiicly  maintaintd  at  the  txftmct  •/the  statt\ 
the  preceding  note. 

I  am  not  speaking  to  those,  v/bo  are  indifferent  about 
tt»y  religion  ;  but  to  those,  who  fron  their  station,  polil 
aacrcd,  should  understand  the  importance  of  the  cau 
interests  of  Christianity  and  it's  purity,  the  evidence  of  I 
the  nature  and  the  ijjential^nd  unahend  spirit  of  the  F 
priesthood,  and  their  subtilty  and  peculiar  arts  by  persaas 
by'terror  over  weak  consciences* 

I  am  speaking  to  the  governors  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  m: 
•f  the  crown,  who  should  guard,  and  who  J  trust  will 
mgainst  the  nvival  tf  the  Romish  Church  now  working  in  : 
»  well  as  against  the  more  open  and  more  terrible  democ 
jMM  descriptions  of  the  Dissenters.  What  is  said  to  us  all, 
at  thb  hour  to  ministers  and  rulers  of  states  with  a  more  im] 
and  a  more  sacred  emphasis,  **  Watch,  forjt  hww  m 
•*  HOUR  when  Jtstruction  comtih.**     (1796.) 

{J)  Finally:  I  piopose  one  plain  and  significant  qnes 
Mr.  Pitt,  or  to  any  great  minister  of  state.    It  is  this 

Is  there  a  single  instance  in  the  records  of  any  modern 
•f  Europe,  where  the  governing  and  directing  power 
watc  ever  authorised,  patronised,  and  supported  with  the 
ttoney^  under  any  circumstances  whatsoever,  a  colle 
IPRIBSTS,  iu  the  heart  oj  a  kingdom ^  whose  tenets  and  pri 
were  not  only  dilFerent  from  the  established  religion 
«pQntry,  but  were  in  direct  opposition  and  a^fovetd  hosd 
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OCT  AVI  us. 

These  thotghts  are  for  the  state  !  enough 

of  Rome, 

Her  Gallic  altars,  and  approaching  doom* 

But  if  from  themes  so  grave  [e)  you  never  roam, 

Ask 

b?  And  moit  particularly,  Vhen  ic  was  the  original  and 
fiiidimcnta]  purpose  and  constitatioa  of  that  establishetl 
Chaichy  to  discountenance  and  extinguish  the  superstitious 
doctrines,  and  the  political  ecclesiastical  tenets  of  thai  CMg§ 
if  Friistjf  so  authorized,  patronised,  and  supported  by  the 
labile  money,  as  a  body  ? 

If  this  qaestion  must  be  answered,  as  I  apprehend  it  must,  la 
Ae  negative,  I  maintain,  (and  if  necessary  will  maintain  more 
toleonly,  if  possible,  and  more  at  large,)  t/fat  theCollbgb 
wPribsts  in  the  King's  House  at  Winchester  should 
it  iMiiBDiATELY  DISPERSED,*  and  not  Suffered  to  stand  in  thac 
o^eosivci  conspicuous,  and  opprobrious  light  in  the  face  of  the 
country, 

lam  really  speaking  in  mercy  to  them,  and  to  us  all,  if  I  am 
nghily  understood,  I  would  support  and  preserve  them  from  every 
^snt,  privately,  and  in  detached  situations ;  hut  1  nuould  not  suffer 
^^i  miniitrj  of  a  Catholic  Bishop  to  dinct  the  expenditure  of  that 
public  money  so  granted,/jr  men  Catholic  purposes :  but  with  the 
'^oit  perfect  toleration  of  all  persuasions  in  religion,  the  Go« 
*^aors  of  the  State  should  defend  and  exciusively  support 
^^r  giwg*  This  is  prudence,  this  is  policy,  this  it  is  to  remem- 
ber 
*  This  was  effected  in  December  1796* 
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Ask  at  St,  Paul's,  is  Pretyman  (ee)  at  home? 

The 

ber  the  beginning  and  progress  of  all  great  events.  *    (Bla/i 
1796.) 

(#)  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  perusing  many  of  the  variotfi 
single  sermons  which  are  published;  but  I  cannot  resist  the 
opportunity  of  recommending  three,  which  1  think  are  at  tbii 
time  important,  and  written  with  ability  and  spiiit.  One,  by  the 
Kev.Dr,  Vincent,  head  master  of  Westminster  school,  (a  geatle* 
man  of  very  considerable  erudition,  diligence,  ability,  aadmoiC 
exemplary  conduct)  preached  for  the  Westminster  Dispenaiy^ 
another  by  Dr.  Watson,  bishop  of  Landaff,  for  the  WestmiBitir 
Dispensary  also,  with  an  Appendix,  containing  Reflexions  oft 
the  present  state  of  England  and  France ;  the  Appendix  is  of 
peculiar  merit ;  and  a  third,  **  On  Gaming,'*  written  with  great 
energy,  erudition,  piety,  patriotism,  and  eloquence,  by  theRer* 
Thomas  Rcnnel,  D.  D.  prebendary  of  Winchester. 

While  I  am  speaking  on  this  subject,  I  think,  it  may  bm 
corious  and  pleasing,  and  perhaps  useful  to  some  persons,  to  ie0 
the  list  of  books  which  William  WARBuaTOH,  Bishop  of 
Gloucester,  recommended  in  some  posthumous  MSS.  Dircctioiit 
for  the  study  of  Theology,  and  which  Bishop  Hord  published  in 
the  4to.  edition  and  in  the  8vo.  supplement  to  his  works.  I  tekt 
to  the  tract,  and  merely  give  the  books  in  the  divisionS|  and  la 
thi  orcer  in  which  Warburton  placed  themi  and  recommeniti 
them  to  be  read. 

•'Locke 

*  Though  the  French  priests  were  removed,  fy  mriir  tf^ 
Covemmenty  from  the  King's  House  at  Winchester,  at  the  cfoie 
of  the  year  1796,  yet  I  have  strong  and  important  reasons  A^ 
leaving  this  whole  passage,  in  poetry  and  prosc^  tex(  aad€Ofl> 
Kicat|  unaltered  »/08r/r^i//9/0//rnVy« 
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'he  Dean  might  smile,  when  you  with  happiest  care 

Blend 


**  Locke  on  the  Human  Understanding :  Qaintilian'i  InstiCa« 
tions. — Grotius  de  Jure  belli  et  pacis  ;  Woollastoo's  Religion 
of  Nature;  Cumberland  on  the  Law  of  Nature;  Cudiwortk's 
Intellectual  System.— ^Maimonidea  Ductor  Dubiuntium ; 
Spencer  de  Legibus  Hebrxorum  Ritualibus;  Walton's  Polf« 
glot  Bible;  Critici  Sacri.  Locke's  Reasonableness  of  Chrif. 
tianity ;  Bornet  de  £de  et  officiis  Chnstianorum ;  Grotiua^t 
Comment  on  the  Gospels ;  Locke  on  the  Epistles ;  Josepb 
Mede  on  the  Apocalypse ;  Epxscopii  Instituta  Chrittianae 
Theologian;  Limborch's  Theologia  Christiana;  Grotius  de 
Veritate  Religionis  Christianas ;  Stillingfleet's  Origioes  Sacrae, 
1st  ed.  Limborch  de  Veritate  Religionis  Christianas  Anaifca 
Collatio  cum  Erudito  Jndaeo,  i.  e.  Isaaco  Orobio;  Chilling* 
'worth's  Religion  of  Protestants,  a  safe  way  to  salvation; 
'  Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Polity.  4  first  books.  TayIor*s  Liberty 
'  of  Prophecying;  Stillingfleet's  Ircnicum  ;  Locke's  Letters  oa 
'  Toleration ;  Baylc*s  Comment  on  the  Words  **  Compel  them 
to  come  in." — Mosheim's  Ecclesiastical  History;  Collier'a 
Church  History;  FuUer't  Church  History;  Sleidan  Commen* 
tarii  de  statu  Religionis  et  Reipublicas  Carolo  Quinto  Czsare 
Commer>tarii ;  Burnett's  History  of  the  Reformation;  Dr. 
Clarke's  Sermons;  Dr.  Barrow's  Sermons;  Sermons  du  Perc 
fiourdaloue." 

The  Second  Part  of  these  directions  could  not  be  found ;  but 
nay  surprise  some  people  to  hear,  that  Bishop  Warburton's 
igorous  intellect  regarded  this  plan,  lui  as  an  introduction  to  the 
ody  of  Theology.  Hac  iimina  Victor  Alcides  subiit ! 
Itrough  such  a  vestibule  did  this  High  Priest  past  into  tuk 

But 


[      208      ] 

Blend  Horsley's  acid  with  the  cream  of  Blair  i 

You*d  rise  at  last. 

AUTHOR. 

But  ]f  the  reader  is  disposed  to  attend  to  the  humbler  sug* 
gestions  of  a  wcry  private  layman  on  this  subject,  I  think  he 
would  find  great  advantage  in   studying  and  considering  the 
following  works  in  Eno^Jhh,  (which  are  very  few  in  number,) 
mnd  in  tbi  ordir  in  which  they  are  arranged,     x.  The  View  of 
the  Internal  Evidence  of  the  Christian   Religion,  by   Soamc 
Jenyns,  Esq.    2.  The  Evidences  of  Christianity,  in  three  partS| 
by  W.  Paley»  D.  D.     3.  Grotius  on  the  Truth  of  the  Cbrisdia 
Religion,   in  any  translation.     4«  The  Evidences  of  Namral 
and  Revealed    Religion,     by  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke.      5.  Mr. 
Locke's  Reasonableness  of  Christianity,  particularly  the  htter 
part  of  the  tract.    6.  Bishop  Hurd's  Introduction  to  the  Scadf 
of  the  Prophecies.     7.  Lord  Lyttleton's  Dissertation  on  the  Con* 
\ersion  of  St.  Paul,   and  8.  Dr.  Butler's  Analogy  of  RelipWi 
Natural  and  Revealed,  to  the  constitution  and  course  of  natBrci 

From  these  fe<w  niolumeiy  if  they  are  studied  with  caff  and 
an  upright  intention,  I  think  it  may  be  said,  that  Thcf 
'*  shall  see,  to  whom  hb  was  not  (before)  spoken  of$  wA 
••  they  that  have  not  (before)  heard,  shall  understand.''  Then 
volumes  are  the  works  of  laymen  as  well  as  of  divines}  and  if  I 
am  nK)t  mistaken,  I  think  I  perceive  the  following  connccdoi 
in  the  short  plan  which  I  have  offered. 

I,  Ma.  Jenyns's  View  prepares  the  mind  to  think  wortWf 
of  the  Religion  which  is  proposed,  and  demonstrates  that  there  11 
the  highest  reason  to  believe  and  conclude,  that  it*s  origta  tsfi^^ 
above,  and  not  from  man.  2.  Da.  Paley's  View  of  theivbjetf 
displays,  confirms,  and  establishes  the  direct  historical  evidence 
and  proof,  with  all  the  plainness  and  candour  of  which  it  ^ 
capable,  and  independ\9nt  of  the  particular  tenets  of  at/  chufdK'' 
sect.  3  aqd  4.  Grotius  and  Dr.  Clakke  present  to  ostbefaitk 
cioctrine,  and  evidence  in  the  form  of  propositions,  with  aiop 


C    ao9    3 

AUTHOR. 

How  strangely  you  mistake ; 
\C  dream  deceives  not,  when  the  man's  awakcJ 

Once 

learned  illustrations*  with  force  of  reasoning,  and  with 
ical  precision.  5.  Mr.  Locks  has  been  peculiarly  happy  in 
resenting  the  consonance  of  the  Christian  doctrine  to  reason 
perly  understood,  and  it*s  necessity  from  the  defects  of  all 
losophy  however  distinguished.  6.  Bishop  Hurd,  wiih  the 
d  of  a  master,  has  opened  the  generat  View  of  the  subject 
irophecy,  and  freed  it  from  the  intricacies  of  speculation,  and 
wu  it's  time,  nature,  end,  and  intent.  7.  Lord  Lyttletok 
dii^cuKsed  the  most  illustrious  instance  of  the  conversion  to 
s  religion,  in  the  person  of  St.  Paul,  a  man  of  the  highest 
ural  talents,  and  of  the  profoundest  reasoning  and  erudition  ( 
I  he  has  accompanied  the  whole  with  remarks  of  weight 
1  dignity  on  the  general  subject  of  Revelation.  8.  And  [ai\ 
a  mind  disposed  to  view  with  calmness,  humiMty  andreve- 
ice,  the  whole  system  of  Providence,  as  far  as  it  is  permitted 
man  to  view  *'  the  work  which  God  workgth  from 
THE  ^KGiNNiNC  TO  THE  END,"  Dr.  BuTLER  has  Unfolded 
r  Analogy  or  tclation  of  the  Course  of  Nature  to  Religion, 
which  all  things  are  found  to  proceed  in  harmony  from  Hiic 
10  hath  made  nothing  imperfect.  I  think  this  great  per- 
mance  of  Butler  has  peculiar  force  when  it  is  considered 

the  conclusion  of  our  religious  researches,   and  not   as 

rt  of  the  original  proof;  or  as  Lord  Bacon  expresses  himseJF, 

O  <^  tanqaam 


Once  in  the  morn  of  life,  a  wizard  said; 
"  He  ne'er  shall  rise  by  benefice  or  trade;  142 

**  But  find,  remote  from  consequence  or  fiime» 
^^  A  local  something,  and  a  shadowy  name; 
'^  Shall  brave  neglect ;  in  England's  cause  contend; 
**  Hopeless  himself  of  virtue,  but  her  fi-iend: 
**  Through  crowds  shall  mark  his  solitary  way, 
**  Ardent,  though  secret,  and  though  serious,  gay; 

"  Erect, 


*^  tanquam  portum  et  sabbathum  humananim  contcmplationani 
"  omnium."  (a) 

I  speak  merely  n^y  own  sentiments  to  those  who  have  not 
^uck  time  or  leisure  for  deep  study,  (but  we  are  all  bound  .to 
find  some  time  for  this  subject,)  and  I  speak  in  submission  t# 
scholars  better  informed  than  myself.* 

Reader,  whoever  thou  art,  if  thou  shouldest  approve  theie 
introductory  ideas  to  this  great  subject,  inexhausted  as  it  is  and 
inexhauitible,   prepare  thyself,    thy  understanding,  and  thy — 
affections.  '  *^  Te  quoque  dignum  finge  Dbo!** 

(ee)  The  Rt.  Rev.  George  Pretyman,  D.  D.  Bishop  of  Lin  ^ 
coin  and  Dean  of  St.  Paul's;  Tutor  and  Secretary  to  the  Rd- 
Hon.  William  Pitt,  before  he  was  raised  to  the  Prelacy.  HTc 
is  a  man  of  great  learning,  disccrnment|  and  ability;  his  wrm* 
lings  are,  in  my  opinion,  distinguished  by  singular  temper  aim^ 
moderation,  by  accuracy  and  a  clear  perception  of  the  subjed 
he  is  treating,  and  by  a  zeal  according  to  knowledge, 

(«)  De  Augn«  Scicnt.  L.  }•  apt  inttv 


E  "»  1 

^  Erect,  without  a  pension,  to  his  end 
**  Unknown,  unheard^  unhonour'd,  shall  descend  | 
'*  Bow  to  no  mihister  for  golden  views,  X51 

*^  His  portion.  Memory,  and  best  gift,  theMufe*^ 

OCTAVIUS^ 

This  of  yourself? 

AUTHOR. 
•Tisso. 

OCTAVIUS. 

YouVe  turn*d  pl»in  fbol  t 
A^ain,  pert  prater,  bred  in  (/)Erskine's  school  j 
Talk  of  yourself? 

AUTHOR. 

(/)  TheHon«Thdmii£nkihe,theceIebnitedJ94iTtffer.  P4 
t  further  account  of  his  talents,  abilitiesi  legal  knowledge,  |(c 
^  aadask^JUr.  Mrsipte  iimsilp.  (Sec  alto  P.of  L.  JDiaL4.) 


C  ^"  1 

AUTHOR. 

Why  yes ';    I  would  be  heard  i 
Mere  talkers  now,   not  writers,  are  preferred. 
Look  at  that  paper :  (^)  if  you  print  the  speeches,' 
Pitt  seems  George  Rose,  or  like  SirRichard  preaches, 
Nor  tone,  nor  majesty,  nor  patriot  fires  i 
Methinks  the  wit  of  Sheridan  expires ^  i6a 

Lost  in  Dundas  the  Caledonian  twang. 
Though  Pitt,  and  Port,  and  Property  he  sang; 
Print  negro  speeches^  and  in  reason's  spite, 
Lo,  Wilberforce  is  black,  and  Francb,  white^ 
Who  wonders  at  buffoons,  or  Courtney*s  joke  ? 
And  we  scarce  slumber,  though  Sir  William  spoke  j 
'Tis  Grey  and  grumbling,  Curwen  (//)  all  and  clatter. 
And  Dent  (/)  and  Dogs,  and  Pewter(yC')pot  and  platter. 

Shall 

(j)  Any  newspaper  or  report  of  the  Debates  in  Parliament. 

.  (^)  All  the  changes  rung  upon  feudality,  tyraniy,  and  I 
know  not  what^  when  the  Game  Laws  were  discussed  at  the 
dote  of  the  last  parliameat|  April  1796,  on  the  motion  of  Mr* 
Curwen. 


i    3ti3    ] 
Shall  I  not  ta/k  .^— Few  politics  will  reaJ^       iSg 
Tho*  Lauderdale  should  sketch  his  Scottish  creed ;  (/) 

Thqiigh 


(/)  Alluding  to  the  long  iJebatcs  on  the  Bog  omJ  Bitch  biH, 
brought  into  parliament  in  1796,  by  Mr.  Dent.  The  bill  is  ^, 
iittle  allegorical,  sometimes  unintelligibte,  and  often  ludicrous* 
For  instance  ;  I  shall  not  look  to  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Wilberforcc 
for  an  explanation  of  the  following  clause  in  it;  namely,  **  Pro- 
**  vided  always,  that  no  person  who  shall  leeji  ant  bftck, 
'*  whelp,  &c.  shall  be  charged  with  the [tayment  oi  \\it^2\^  sum^ 
•'  until  SUCH  BITCH,  ^c.  shall  be  of  the  age  of  ■  ■.'*  *  Sect.  2. 
Certainly  the  bill  is  allegorical,  and  the  Keepers  of  Bitches^. 
&c.  complain,  that  they  had  taxes  enough  to  pay  for  them  before. 
Mr.  Fox  objected  to  it  in  the  H.  of  C;  so  clid  Lord  Wiiratn 
Gordon,  and  many  other  respectable  and  playful  members;  but 
in  the  H.  of  L.  the  Duke  of  Queensbury  said,  *V  Itdid  not  much 
**  signify." 

It  Mr.  Pitt  means  that  taxes  should  be  an  object  of  wit,  I  shall 
soon  expect  to  hear  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  the  House,  call  the  Dibtrict 
^f  Downing  street,  "  The  Borgo  Allegro."  ( 1 796.) 

[K)  This  is  another  cjurioas  subject  brought  into  the  House 
in  April  1796,  and  shews  that  Mr.  Fox  has  eloquence  of  all 
materials  and  of  all  metaU-  Gold,  for  Wii  pension  \  brass  for 
his  ojiinions'y  and  pewter  for  his  constituents. 

(/)  See  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale's  Letters  to  the  Scotch  Peers. 
AH  his  affecting  eloquence  was  thrown  a'vay  upun  thcni,  even 

whcff 

i^i-v 


*  See  the  Act  for  granting  to  His  Majesty,  ccitain  duties  oq 
Bitches^  Whelps,  &:c.&c.  passed  May  191  1796. 


[    "4    ] 
Though  Abram  Jones,  (//)  and  Jasper  Wilson  preachy 
With  names  uncouth,  but  not  unpolish'd  speech. 
Few  mark  tie  jfourna/s  of  the  dubious  Moore,  (m) 
We  scent  the  tainted  gale  from  Gallia's  shore; 
Through  England  as  his  Various  Views  advance, 
Wc  smile,  but  trace  the  Mannerist  of  France. 

Godwin's 

ftdken  they  undtrstood  many  of  the  passages,  which  they  did  now 
«nd  then.     (1796.) 

(//)  Two  assumed  names  of  political  writers,  instead  of  Cato^ 
Snitusi  &c.  but  it  is  a  foolish  custom  and  should  cease.  Of 
Abraro  Jones  I  have  no  conjecture;  and  Jasper  Wilson  I  believe 
is  still  dubious :  though  the  leaden  mace  of  the  laborious  and  po- 
lite Apohgist  has  descended  with  it%  usual  grace  and  weight  on 
the  devoted  head  of  the  ingenious  Dr.  Curiie. 

(iw)  John  Moore,  M.  D.  the  celebrated  autlior  of  «•  Trarcb 
^*  into- France,  and  Italy,  of  Zeluco,  of  Edward,  or  Various 
'^  Views  of  Life  and  Manners  in  England,  &c.  &c.  &c.^  I 
speak  of  him  only  as  z/iubUc  author.  He  is  a  sensible  and  en* 
tertaining  companion;  his  style  is  easy,  always  agreeable  and 
pleasing,  his  wit  is  playful,  and  his  pleasantry  on  physicians  if 
sometimes  little  inferior  to  Moliere  ;  *'  vineta  casdtt  sua.'*  But 
I  dislike  the  tendency  of  various  parts  of  his  writings  when  he 
speaks  of  the  French  affairs,  I  mean  of  the  frincijtles  of  thd 
first  Revolution,  which  led  to  the  cruelties,  misery,  and  distress, 
which  have  been  since  felt  by  France  and  by  all  Europe.  It  is 
impossible  that  Dr.  Moore  or  any  other  man  of  sense,  can  beta 
advocate  for  their  present  system.  I  dislike  also  the  perpetuil 
ridicule  which  Dr.  Moore  throws  iipoo  hereditary  boaoiir|  afS 
time  like  the  present.    (1796^) 


C    ai5    3 

Godwin*s  dry  pagc(^)  no  stateman  e*er  believM, 
iiough  fiction  aids,  what  sophistry  conceived ; 

Genius 

/i)  I  have  gtren  tome  attention  to  Mr.  Godwin's  work^ 
>M Political  JusTieB,'*(«)  as  conceiving  it  to  be  the  cods 
ImtfircveJ  modern  ethics,  morality,  and  legislation.  I  confcit 
M>ked  not  for  the  republic  of  Plato,  nor  even  for  the  Oceana 
Harrington,  but  for  something  different  from  them  all.  I 
ked  indeed  for  a  superstructure  raited  on  the  revolntionary 
iiind  of  equality y  watered  with  blood  from  the  guillotine ; 
1  such  I  found  it.  1  cannot  discuss  a  work  in  two  large 
umes  in  a  note,  (though  some  would  dispatch  it  with  a  tingle 
rd)  but  in  general  I  can  speak  as  much  of  it,  as  it  desenrett 
a  short  compass;  I  mean,  as  it  appears  to  me* 

Ad  terras  comitata  cadentem 
Jam  signet  muros  ultricis  semita  flammae  I  (^) 

The  first  trait  of  the  work  is  a  certain  cold-blooded  indiffii* 
ice  to  all  the  mild,  pious,  and  honourable  feelings  of  our 
nmon  nature,  like  all  the  Philosophers  of  the  new  StcC 
\e  next  thing  observable,  is  a  most  affectionate  concern  and 
ard  for  the  wel^re  of  mankind,  who  are  to  exist  some  centuries 
ccf  ^htn  the  endless /tcrfeetibility  €f  tke  kmnan  sjkecies  (for  soch 
cheir  jargon)  shall  receive  ///  C9mfil€tim  upon  earth ;  wheQ 

disciples  of  Dr.  Darwin  have  learned  to  manage  the  winds 
I  direct  their  currents  at  pleasure,  and  the  descendants  of 
hi  Sieves  have  calmed  the  waves  of  a  ttorm;r  people  with 

essential  oil  of  democracy. 

Another  trait  is^  that  all  political  Justice  is  essentially  founded 
in  injustice;  if  plander,  fobberyp  and  spoliation  of  all  pro* 

perty 

0  First  publisj^ed  in  %  vols.  4to ;  and  since  in  %  volsi  8vo« 
ifi)  Stat.  L.  xi.  V.  3. 

O4  . 


[    »t6    ] 

Genius  may  droop  o'er  Falkland's  funeral- cry; 


No 


perty  in  the  outset  may  be  termed  injustice  \*  though  to  be  sure 
the  latter  end  of  his  commonwealth  rather  forgets  the  beginning. 
Sut  I  must  lay,  he  is  not  without  some  kind  of  apprehension, 
that  the  population  of  states  may  be  too  great,  under  the 
blessings  of  an  equal  diffusion  of  property  in  the  proposed  go- 
vernmenty  for  which  he  provides  a  remedy;  though,  for  my 
own  part,  I  think  such  a  government,  like  Saturn  of  old,  will 
be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  eating  up  its  children. 

Again  :  another  discovery  seems  to  be,  that  as  hitherto  we 
have  had  recourse  to  the  agency  and  interference  of  the 
Deity,  and  his  unalterable  laws,  to  account  even  for  the 
fall  of  a  stone  to  the  ground,  the  germination  of  a  blade  of 
grass,  or  the  propagation  of  the  meanest  insect;  we  are  nvto  to 
discard  the  superintendence  of  God  in  human  and  terrestrial 
affairs,'  and  to  believe  in  no  [irovidence  hut  our  oivny  and  to  re^uutke 
ourselves  and  our  faculties.  He  seems  to  realize  a  modera 
fiction  I  once  read,  which  supposes  an  assembly  of  certain 
philosophers  before  the  Deity,  when  some  of  them  are  said  to 
whisper  in  his  ear,  <<  Between  friends,  we  do  not  believe^M 
•<  that  YOU  exist  at  all." 

Further:  as  to  suppose  a  divine  sanction  without  a  divinit]^^ 
would  be  absurd,  therefore^  every  institution  such  as  marriage^^ 
which  in  all  civilized  nations  has  been  hallowed  for  the  grea  ^^ 
end  for  which  it  was  ordained,  is  to  be  vilified,  ridiculed,  arga 
away,  and  abolished.  The  tender  sex,  deprived  of  the  suppor 
comfort,  and  protection  of  their  natbral  guardian,  is  to 

deliver^^  d 


^  i.  e.  If  Mr.  Godwin's  principles  are  to  be  adopted  in 
country*  -where  property  is  uov)  secured  by  lie  laws. 


[      217      3 

<6  patriot  weeps  when  gifted  villains  die.  i8o 

Who 

delivered  over  to  faiu^ied  freedom  and  wild  independance,  but 
in  reality  to  misery  and  destitution  beyond  all  calculation. 

Then  by  way  of  corollary,  a  few  vulgar  virtues  and  once  ho* 
nourable  affections,  as  piety  to  parents,  and  love  to  children,  at 
such^  are  to  be  erased  from  the  breasts  Gratitude  for  kindness^ 
and  tears  for  the  unfortunate,  are  but  weakness:  there  is  nothing 
soothing  in  compassion,  and  friendship  has  no  consolation.  It 
would  seem,  that  a  well  of  water,  an  apple  tree,  or  any  thing 
ff^ductive^  is  more  valuable  than  man  to  man,  abstracted fr^m  tH 
mere  use  which  one  man  can  derive  from  another.  *'  These  are 
'*  thy  gods,  O  Israel,  and  this  is  the  worship  to  which  you  ar» 
««  called  r 

Nevertheless  I  shall  still  venture  to  mention,  with  reverence 
and  humility,  the  great  moral  code  intended  for  all  inan- 
kind,  once  delivered  and  ratified  by  Him,  'wh^  knew  'what  ivas 
in  man.  In  that  code  all  is  practicable,  all  virtue  is  founded  ia 
mercy,  kindness,  benevolence,  and  comfort,  alike  to  him  that 
gives  and  him  that  takes.  There  man  plants;  and  God,  not 
man,  gives  the  increase.  There  we  find  no  wild  supposition  of 
ftn  interest  which  cannot  be  described,  as  it  does  not  exiit;  no 
course  of  actions  is  proposed,  without  a  motive  direct  and 
reflected.  I  speak  here  of  peihaps  the  least  part  of  the  Gospel 
Code,  even  of  that  Revelation  which  was  given  unto  men  in  a 
manner  at  once  clear  and  perspicuous,  pure  and  unmixed. 
Uniform  and  coubistent,  persuasive  and  convincing,  powerful 
«nd  authoritative^  in  the  name  and  in  the  majesty  of  Him  who 
18  from  eveilastingto  everlasting,  The  Almighty! 

But  if  we  regard  mere  human  institutions ;  if  a  man  wishes  to 
tee  Ti/irac  tic  able  system  or  policy  and  government,  founded  and 
confiimed  in  the  experience  of  ages,  let  him,  if  he  has  beea 
while  led  astray  by  the  meteors  of  Godwin,  walk  for  a  season 

iu 


\ 


[     2l8      ] 

Who  now  reads  Parr  ?  whose  title  who  shall  give } 

Doctor 

In  the  steady  light  which  Blackstone  has  diffused.  Let  him  stody 
the  Commentaries  on  the  English  Laws,  as  they  exist  and  uphold 
all  that  is  valaable,  or  perhaps  attainable,  in  a  rational  and 
civilized  nation;  and  then  let  him  consider  the  theories  of 
Godwin  on  political  Justice,  and  contemplate  the  government 
'Which  would  be  raised  on  his  principles.  To  me  there  seemi 
to  be  no  more  comparison  than  between  light  and  darkness 
What  the  great  Burnet  *  a£ii-ms  of  the  Deist  and  the  Acheisl^ 
considered  merely  as  two  sects  in  philosophy,  is»  lam  convinced, 
sot  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  two  political  Sects  in  question* 
^  The  hypothesis  of /^  Deist  reaches  from  the  top  to  the  bottom, 
^  both  through  the  intellectual  and  material  world,  with  a  clear 
**  and  distinct  light  every  where ;  is  genuine,  comprehensive^ 
**  satisfactory  ;  has  nothing  forced,  nothing  confused,  nothing 
**  precarious.  Whereas  the  hypothesis  of  tke  Atheist  is  strained 
**  and  broken ;  dark  and  uneasy  to  the  mind,  commonfy  Jkrecarimu^ 
^  ^ten  iucmgmoms  and  irrational^  and  sometimes  plainly  ridicMUusJ^ 
I  can  allow  Mr.  Godwin,  and  other  speculative  writen  on 
government  to  be  ingenious.  They  must  in  the  course  of  their 
investigation,  now  and  then  throw  out  a  nev)  idea,  but  in  general 
the  greate:t  part  of  their  works  consists  of  very  old  ideas,  which 
have  been  discussed  again  and  again.  They  astonish  by 
paradoxes,  and  allure  the  imagination  by  prospects  withoat  a 
limit;  and  when  they  have  alternately  heated  and  confounded  Xhm 
minds  of  men,  they  call  them  to  the  great  wori^  namely,  th^ 

subversioi^ 

♦  Burnet's  Theory  of  the  earth,  b.  2.  ch.  10.— See  the  tenttffP 
and  eleventh  chapters  of  that  great  man's  work:  "  On  tb^^ 
Author  of  Nature,  and  on  Natural  Providence;*'"a  mastc  ^V 
treatise  on  reason  and  eloquence.  I  wish  these  two  chaptef*^ 
were  published  in  a  separate  pamphlet. 
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Doctor  Sententious  hight,  or  Positive?  (j) 


Front 


subversion  of,  what  they  call,  prejudices,  and  the  overthrow  of 
:he  government,  which  is  : 

In  nostkos  FAsaicikTA  est  machina  muros, 
I  can  iaugh  at  their  metaphysics,  and  even  be  fcmused  , 
with  their  pantomime  fencieSi  as  such.  But  when  I  know 
that  their  theories  are  designed  to  be  brought  into  action^ 
and  when  they  tell  us,  that  they  hate  violence,  blood-shed, 
revolution,  and  misery,  and  that  truth  and  happiness  are  their 
objects;  I  open  my  eyes  to  see,  and  my  ears  to  hear;  and 
liaving  honestly  exerted  both  faculties,  I  declare,  from  privato 
conviction  and  from  public  experience,  that  I  oppose  the 
admission  of  their  doctrines,  whether  recommended  by  Thomas 
Jainei  or  William  Godwin.  Perhaps  indeed,  <^  Hujusmodi 
**  Cives,  improbos  in  rempublicam  et  seditiosos,  a  Censore 
^  melius  est,  quam  a  Poeta  notari."  (/i) 

Yet  a  moment.    Take  Mr.  Godwin  as  a  natural  philosopher, 

and  from  his  doctrines  let  the  reader  consider  the  state  of  hU 

wtderstanding*     Let    him   also  consider,  hv^n  such  a  man  it 

ftdified  not  merely  to  reform,  but  first  to  overthrow  and  thea 

10  rebuild,  the  whole  system  of  government,  morality,  an4 

religion  in  such  a  kingdom  as  Gieat  Britain.    What  opinion 

can  we  entertain  of  a  man  who  seriously  thinks  that,  at  some 

future  period,  the  necessity  of  sleep  in  an  animal  body  may  It 

superseded: — that  men  die  merely  by  then  ciun fault  and  mismoMagement^ 

but,  that  the  immortality  of  the  organized  human  body,  as  it  it 

Kiow  formed,  might  be  attained  by  proper  attention  and  caret— « 

or  who  thinks  <*  that,  hereafter  it  is  by  no  menus  clear,  that  the 

■•  most  extensive  operations  may  not  be  wiliiin  tSe  reach  of 

*•  one  man,  or  to  make  use  of  ^  familiar  instanc,  that  a  filough 

■  •  may  n$f  h  turned  inf  afield^  and fierfvrm  it's  office,  without  the 

"  need 
{a)  Cicero  Fragm.  de  Republic^,  Lib.  4.  ap.  August!^,  dc 
Civit.  Dei|  L.  9*  C.  9. 


wgitsj  I  think 
ilet.     I  coaU      I 
lais  might  aji      i 


[     no     ] 

From  Greek,  or  French,  or  any  Roman  ground, 

Iq 

•'  need  of  sufierintcntlence  !  !  P*  and  then  adds,  ««  It  was  nr/iii 
^  ie:ise  that  the  celebrated  Franklin  conjectured,  that  Miod 
^  would  one  day  become  omnipotent  over  matter! !!(«) 
Surely  we  may  say  with  the  poet  of  Epicurus; 

Naiui  at 
Perturbatur  ibi  totum  sic  corpus,  et  omtus 
Commutaniur  ibi  PosiTURiE  paiNCiPioauM.  {h) 

I  have  referred  to  the  last  edition  of  Mr.  Godwin's  work,  tf 
he  has  corrected  or  omitted  many  passages  which  were  in  the 
4to  edition.     If  he  will  but  go  on  with  more  last  thwghts^  I  think 
he  will  shortly  reduce  it  to  a  very  Jirtle  pamphl 
niake  such  a  collection  oi  Beauties  (or  what  Rabelais 
^'  Antidoted ConuruiruKJs"^)  from  this  work,  as  would  dazale  ercn  a 
modern  philosopher,  whose  •'  mind  is  omnipotent  over  matter,** 
in  Mr.  Godwin's  and  Dr.  Franklin's  sense. 

I   think   these  Beauties  would   form  an  assemblage  of  th^ 
most  curious  and  incotfigruous  ideas  ever  exhibited,  fully  sufr 
firient,  (as  Wr.  G(  dwiii  expresses  it)  to  "  rouse  (any  man)froi^ 
•'  the  LETHARGIC  OBLIVIOUS  PooL,  out  of  which  every  finite  imT 
••  tellect  originaliy  rose  !^*  {c)  Good  heaven  !  what  can  Mr.Godwil^ 
mean  by  such  ideas,  and  such  words !  except  he  /«/o«j^  belie vc* 
that  human  souls  are  dipped  in  the  river  of  oblivion,  or  drioK- 
of  that  stream  as  described  by  Virgil.     Yet  even  this  will  no« 
help,  or  explain  Mr.  Godwin's   words,  for  be  says,  that  they 
"  ORIGINALLY  rose  from  the  ohlivicus  hooL^* 

Into  what  whirlpools  of  desolating  nonsense  are  we  to  l>^ 
burried,  as  the  sport,  the  scorn,  the  ludibria,  the  puppets  of 
these  Niw  Creators  of  the  moral  tuorld?    Alas  fojr  man  \  whercr^r 

they 

(#)  Godwin,  v.  a.  p.  4Q4.  ed.  8vo.        [li)  Lucrct.  L.  4.>.  670^ 
(0  Godwin,  vol.  ^.  p.  88.  Syo.  cd* 
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nazy  progress  and  eternal  round. 

Quotations 
lead  us  and  themselves,  mctbinks  it  is  deeper  and  deeper^ 
x/«t  worse  conf  (funded  ! 

he  further  1  proceed,  the  more  I  learn  to  distrust  swelling 
^  and  swelling  words,  and  swelling  ideas,  but  above  all  in 
ical  subjects^  from  which  most  is  to  be  dreaded.  Political 
ers  of  this  class  are  not  to  be  considered  as  the  specuktors 
»rmer  times. 

!*he  lucubrations  of  Montesquieu  and  Locke,  so  unjustlf 
so  foolishly  decried  of  late  by  some  weak,  though  welU 
ning  persons,  were  given  as  the  result  of  long  cxpcri- 
j  and  of  continued  meditation.  The  works  of  these  great 
I  were  not  designed  to  produce  subversion,  but  slrd)  and 
tual  reformation,  as  the  various  states  of  Europe  would  - 
lit.  The  writers  of  these  days,  on  the  contrary,  throw  out 
r  ideas  at  a  heat^  and  intend  they  should  be  brought  inta 
ediau  action.  They  are  not  fiiends  **  to  the  world,  or  the 
orid's  law." 

would  earnestly  and  zealously  inculcate  it  again  and  again, 
:  whatever  may  be  held  forth  to  d5,  or  disguised,  by  these  phi« 
►phers,  neither  //;«>  plans,  nor ///^/V  reforms,  nor  Mr/V systems, 
ever  be  erected  or  established  in  the  kingdom  of  Great 
itaik,  but  upon  the  overthrow  of  the  Christian  Religion, 
upon  the  annihilation,  or  the  disturbance  of  all  orders  and 
ks  in  society,  as  they  now 'exist.  We  may  also  be  fully 
ired,  that  this  cannot  be  effected,  but  through  the  necessary 
unavoidable  medium  of  plunder,  confiscation,  revolutionary 
i"nal  murders,  and  the  insurrection  of  the  enterprising  talents* 
jifted,  bold,  and  bad  men,  upon  all  pp.opekty,  fu6Iic  and 
'ate^  upon  which  all  modern  Revolutionists  rest  as  their 
ler  stone,  and  their  final  hope. 

will  add,  that  to  such  of  my  readers  as  are  conversant  in 
se  authors  of  antiquity  whose  precisioui  of  thought  and  of 

language, 


f    ^**    ] 

Quotations  dance,  and  wonder  at  their  place^ 
Buzz  through  his  wig,  and  give  the  bush  more  grace; 
But  on  the  oath,  that  modest  Tucker  (/)  swore. 
Parr  wisely  ponder*d  ;  and  his  oath  forbore. 
He  prints  a  Sermon:  (//)  Hurd  with  judging  eye 
^eads,  and  rejects  with  critic  dignity :  190 

Wordi 

httgnage,  has  conferred  dignity  and  stability  on  those principM 
by  which  ail  that  is  sacred,  or  venerable,  or  usefal,  or  neceinry 
to  well-being  is  maintained,  I  would  offer  the  words  of  aa 
ancient  Christian  Philosopher  in  the  early  ages.  The  uncer* 
tainty,and  weakness,  and  fiiliUty  of  moArn^nJ revived  AoQtsiBieg 
were  never  better  exposed  or  expressed. 

HSti  yoLf  iMt  (rxfyros  ayvoias  ivarraf  wu  airmm  /xeXaiMB«  aflli 

wrait  aurnfif  evaortoryira,  xai  &s  ci;  avupov  avrotf  xoi  aofftrvm 
wpoEiffiv  91  lnTTxrif  TOfv  vpayiMtTOfv^  xai  ro  rsKos  avran  flpraitptfff  - 
Toy  KM  ax^<rroyt  spyv  /aiq^cvi  TTpolSrikej  xai  Xoyu  crafti  CcCmh^ 
lievov.ia)     (1796.) 

If  this  note  is  too  long,  I  have  no  inclination  to  make  an/ 
apology  for  it.    My  conviction  and  my  fears  on  this  most 
awful  subject,  (while  it  mtjyet  avail  us  to  consider  it)  some- 
times overpower  me^  till  I  absolutely  sink  under  them.    It  is 
written,  I  hope  we  all  know  where,  '*  T&foyLoti^  sy  eeifmif 

••  EKTENE2TEPON  ^^o^r^i/xero." 

■  ^  ,  —  — — ^ 

(a)  Hermise  ^aevpf^o^  (tire  Irrisio)  rw   c^cv   ^hkiovf^ 

V^g  175-— Sub  fia ;  £d.  f  aris.  Juitio.  Alart/ria  Op.  1636^ 


C    "3    ] 

"Words  upon  words !  and  most  against  tftieir  will^ 

.And  honied  globules  dribble  through  his  quill, 

^lawkish^and  thick;  Earth  scarce  the  tropes  supplies, 

Heav'n  lends  her  moon  and  crouded  galaxies  \  {v) 

Polemic 

(f)  Though  the  reader  may  possibly  have  a  rery  good  idea  of 
m  lententious,  or  a  positive  Doctor  in  general ;  yet  my  specific 
■lliision  is  to  the  theology  of  the  twelfth  centary,  when  the 
Doctors  were  divided  into  Doctorts  Dogmatici  et  Pm/ivi\  and 
Khe  Dpeteres  Sententiariij  or  expounden  of  the  famous  Book  of 
Sentences  by  Peter  Lombard,  Bish/rfVmu 

At  present  Bishop  Gregoire  and  Bishop  Sieycs  at  PARii,  give 

^heir  Doctors  some  famous  t>ooks  of  sentences  to  expound,  noti» 

ct  commentariis  perpetuis  Doctoris  Guillotimi,  who  causes 

(Kat  unanimity  of  sentiment  among  the  Doctors,  and  arrangea 

their  several  heads  with  admirable  precision.    (1796.) 

(/)  Josiah  Tucker,  D.  D.  late  Dean'  of  Gloucester,  o  Trovtf, 
Ottce  took  an  oath  in  a  pamphlet  that  he  would  refuse  a 
l^iabopric.  He  was  an  acute,  learned,  and  most  sagacious 
•*^n. 

fjt)  The  Unfortunate  Education  Sermon,  which  Bishop  Hurd) 
^^ppened  to  dislike.  "  Hinc  illae  Jacrymae  !*'  This  produced 
*^  re-publication  of  Warburton's  and  Kurd's  tracts,  with  the 
l^lendid  and  astonishing  dedication  by  Dr.  Parr.  See  the  First 
^alogueof  the  P.  of  L.    See  also  Rabclais's  great  Chapter, 

How  Gargantua  spent  his  time  in  rainy  weather,*'  and  the) 
^^^mment  by  Du  Chat. 

(v)  Dr.  Parr's  wm  words.'  See  the  P.  of  L.  Dialogue  u 
^^id  Dr.  Parr't«w«  Dedication  of  Warburton's  tracts,  p.  151, 
^c^  with  all  the  dUplay  of  beautiful  earthly  and  coelestial  iiuft* 

S  fcry, 
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Polemic  phrenzy  and  irreverent  rage»  . 

And  dotard  impotence,  deform  the  page*  ' 

Let 

f 

gcry,  and  all  the  meltiti  vahorum glohuli^  which  were  exhibited 
on  the  occasion  in  such  admirable  confusion,  ***  ut  majui  tie 
**  kdice  contoriiones  (nationis^  qiiam  signorum  ortus obitusqae^  per* 
•*  discere.'*(rt)  Dr.  Parr*s  strange  verbiage  {b)  reminds  me  of 
some  persons  in  Tht  Wasps  of  Aristophanes ; 

ApxsLiOfjLiXritjiouvc^puviyvifffLrx.  (c) 
Or  as  Plautus  expresses  himself  in  one  of  his  comedies  i 
**  Salvaresesf,  philM>phaturquoque  jam: 
•*  Qiiod  erat  ei  nomen  ^-^ThesamvchrysoMicochrysities.**  {itj 
The  Doctor  can  construe  all  this^  I  believe,  and  the  meaniflj 

of  it. 

Dr. 

"  ■"■      ■      ■■■         ■      ■■■^■■■■.■■< 

{a)  Cic.  de  Fato,  Sect.  8. 

{h)  I  have  been  misunderstood.  I  hold  up  none  of  Dr.  Plfrt  ^ 
lesqiiipcdalia  verba  to  ridicule  ;  it  is  his  verbiage  and  phrase*  " 
olcgy  which  I  reprobate.  It  would  be  ridiculous  indeed  to  ^ 
compare  the  Birmingham  Doctor  with  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson*  I  ^ 
am  not  his  Biographer;  it  is  not  his  life,  but  his  writings 
which  I  criticise.  ^ 

What  has  Dr.  Parr  written  ?  A  Sermon  or  two,  rather  * 
long;  a  Latin  Preface  to  Bcllcndenus,  (rather  long  too,)  con- 
sisting of  a  cento  of  I^atin  and  Greek  expressions  applied 
to  political  subjects;  another  preface  to  some  Eog&V 
tracts,  and  two  or  three  English  pamphlets  about  bis  o»« 
private  quarrels.  And  this  is  the  man  to  be  compared  with 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  ! ! !  (Added,  1797.)  Why  am  IftregdiM 
a  confirmation  of  my  opinion  stronger  and  stronger? 
.    (c)  2^«5.  V.  219.       {(I)  Captiv.  A,  a.  Sc.3r 


i 


{ 


C    4^5    1 
Let  him  i)ut  wrangle,  and  in  any  shape 
Not  insignificance  itself  can  'scape : 


Horace 


Dr.  Parr  is  bo  very  learned,  and  has  such  a  deep  mouth,  that 
•ome  conjecture  he  was  not  born  till  the  end  of  the  eleventh 
month,  like  the  great  Gargantua ;  or  srEfHirXopicyB  syuu/rov^  at  the 
end  of  a  twelve- month,  as  Homer  speaks  [a)  of  one  of  Neptune's 
children,  and  for  which  Aulas  Gellius  (a  favourite  author  with 
Dn  Parr)  gravely  assigns  a  reason,  "  Convenisse  Neptuna 
*<  majestatique  ejus,  ut  longiore  tempore  satus  ex  eo  grandest 
••  ccrel.'*  [i)  Evei  «x  atrofa/XLOi  sz/va*  Aiavarml 

A  few  months  after  the  Doctor'*"  birth,  he  was  found,  like 
Gargantua,  to  be  "  a  fine  boy,  and  AaJ  a  hurly  fihysiogmtny  \  he 
^<  monochordized  with  his  fingers,  and  ^^r^/an/s^// with  his  tail.*^ 
Kabel.  B.  i.  C.  7.  This  was  a  presage  of  the  noise  the  Doctor 
was  to  make  hereafter ;  but  from  the  nature  of  his  boyish  diet^ 
(for  his  masters  were  stiled  Tubal  Holofernes  and  Ponocrates 
Matxologus)  it  appeared  that  he  was  better  fed  than  taught* 
If  the  child  wanted  a  bit  of  bread,  or  a  slice  of  mutton,  or  any 
common  vegetable,  he  was  not  suffered  to  have  any,  till  he  had 
cited  all  the  Greek  or  Latin  authors  who  had  mentioned  these 
natural  substances;  Pliny,  Athenaeus,  Julius  Pollux,  Galen^ 
Porphyrins,  Oppian,  Polybius,  Dionysius  Halicarnassensis^ 
Heliodoru8,Aristotle,Plato,AalusGellius,^lian,Theophrastus,* 
mod  Dioscorides,  down  to  Buffon  and  Sir  John  Hill.  This  habit 

th 

,^___^i__i._n n  "  I —    I  -    J    I  im       ■   I  JBirT        i  r  -  ^^ — ' 

{a)  Odys.  xi.  v.  247.  (b)  Aul.  Gell.  Lib.  3.  C.  i6. 

(r)  I  recommend  to  Dr:  Parr  the  following  passage  from 
Theophrastns*s  History  of  Plants,  which  he  will  understand; 
E»  Tai{  ayaQeuf  x^paur^  fr/?or  to  MH  4>YAAOMANElN, 
9w^n^JiMQ^  x«i  iVixsi/tiMri  rov  giroy.  Theophrast«Hist,  Plant.  Lib.  S» 


Horace  and  Coombe  («)  go  forth,  a  gentle  pair. 
Splendid  and  silly,  to  unequal  war^  IM 

But  while  the  midwife  to  Lucina  prays. 
The  Gorgon  glares,  and  blasts  the  critic's  bays. 

Parr  prints  a  Paper  \  {y)  well :  in  all  things  equal. 

Sense,  ta-te, wit,  judgment ;  but  pray  read  TAcSequiti 

Secud 

tie  Child  never  lost  in  his  riper  years,  to  the  great  edification  of 
his  hearers  or  readerb,  when  he  was  furnished  with  pen  tod  ink. 
When  he  was  advanced  to  the  Doctorate,  $ie  Child  was  still 
lh«  same»  as  appeared  in  his  complimentary  and  satirical  pre- 
face to  Bellendeniis,  in  which,  as  usuaJ,  he  discharged  all  the 
literary  food  he  ever  ate,  after  the  Greek  fashion  of  his  masters 
Tubal  Holofernes  and  Ponocrates  Mataeologus,  and  as  preacribed 
by  that  great  and  consummate  Theologian,  <^  Joanninui 
'<  Barrauco  in  Jibro  de  copiositate  reverentiarum,"  • 
who  cannot  be  sufficiently  recommended,  and  who  is  as  < 
known  as  ^^  Musambertius  in  Commonitorio  ad  Ramiresiun 
•*  dc  Prado,**  quoted  by  Mr.  Porson  in  the  title  page  of 
Letters,  to  regale  Archdeacon  Travis, 

{x)  See  the  ridiculous  controversy  between  Dr.  Parr  and  D^« 
Coombe,  about  a  pompous  edition  of  Horace,  published  to  Y^^ 
sure  for  no  purpose  that  I  can  discover;  which   the  Doctor 
Positivus  mangled  and  destroyed  in  the  British  Critic  withoifC 
any  mercy.    See  also  Dr.  Parr*s  strange  Letter  to  Dn  C.  on  thii 
occasion,  signed  *^  By  an  Occasional  Writer  in  the  British 
•'  Critic.*' 

ij)  Dr.  Parr  published  at  Birmingham  what  he  called 
«*  A  printed  Paper;**  and  after  that,  *«  A  Sequel  to  a  printed 
**  Paper/'  a  very  large  pampUeti  de  omni  scibili,  u  usual. 


[    2*7 
Sequel  to  what  ?   the  Doctor  only  knows; 
JMorseU  of  politics,  most  chosen  prose. 
Of  Nobles,  Priestley,  Plato,  Democrats, 
Pitt,  Plutarch,  Curtis,  Burke,  and  Rous,  and  Rats  j 
The  scene?   'tis  Birmingham,  renownMafar 
-At  orice  for  halfpence,  and  for  Doctor  Parr.     210 

OCTAVIUS. 

Well  if  none  read  such  works,  yet  all  admire— 

AUTHOR. 

The  paper? 

OCTAVIUS. 
Yes;  ten  shillings  every  quire:  (tf) 

The 

I  really  thinkit  11  impossible  to  point  oat  any  man  of  learning 
and  ability,  (and  Dr.  Parr  has  both,)  who  has  hitherto  wasted  hit 
powers  and  attainments  in  such  a  desultory,  unmeaning,  wild, 
UAConoected,  and  useless  manner,  as  Dr.  Pakr.  *«  Jn  nullum 
*^  reipubUcse  usum  ambitiosa  loquela  inclarwty^  I  have  done 
frith  him. 

(tf)  I  allude  to  and  condemn  the  jieedlessly  expensive  manner 

of  publishing  most  pamphlets,  and  books  at  this  time.    See  the 

f  nnuits  of  Literature,  Dial.  i. 

P»  If 

*  Tacit.  L.  4.  Sect.  204 
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The  type  is  Bulmer's,  jusi  like  Boydeirs  plays : . 
So  Mister  Hayley  shines  in  Milton's  (b)  rays. 
In  one  glaz*d  glare  tracts,  sermons,  pamphlets  vicr 
And  hot-press*d  nonsense  claims  a  dignity, 

AUTHOR. 

Nonsense  or  sense,  TU  bear  in  any  shape, 
In  gown,  in  lawn,  in  ermine,  or  in  crape : 
What's  a  fine  type,  where  truth  exerts  her  rule? 
Science  is  science,  and  a  fool's  a  fool.  220 

Yet  all  shall  read,  and  all  that  page  approve, 

When  public  spirit  meets  with  public  love. 

Thus 


If  the  present  rage  of  general  printing  on  fine,  creamyy 
wire-wove,  hot-pressed  paper  is  not  stopped,  the  injuiy  dooc 
to  the  eye  from  reading,  and  the  shamefnl  expenctf  of  tht 
books,  will  in  no  very  long  time  annihilate  the  desire  of  retdiogi 
and  the  possibility  of  purchasing.  No  new  vfori  wkaitHwtr 
should  be publiihed  in  this  manner ^  or  Literature  will  destroy  itself* 

(3)  Mr.  Hayley  wrote  a  long  life,  or  rather  a  sort  of  defence 
of  Milton,  as  I  think,  prefixed  to  Boydell's  grand  edition  of 
the  poet.  I  like  neither  the  spirit  nor  the  cxecDtion  of  Mr« 
H.'s  work. 


[    "9    ] 
Thus  late  (c)  where  poverty  with  rapine  dwelt, 
Rumford's  kind  g^ius  the  Bavarian  felt, 
Not  by  romantic  charities  beguil'd. 
But  calm  in  project,  and  in  mercy  {d)  mild. 
Where'er  his  wisdom  guided,  none  withstood. 
Content  with  peace  and  practicable  good ; 
Round  him  the  labourers  throng,  the  nobles  wait, 
Friend  of  the  poor,  and  guardian  of  the  state.    ^30 

Yet  all  shall  read,  {e)  when  bold  in  strength  divine, 

Prelatic  virtue  guards  the  Christian  shrine. 

Pleased 

(r)  See  the  Experimental  Essays,  Politica1|  Economical,  and 
t^hilosophical,  by  Benjamin  Count  of  Rumford,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
t  hope  the  Directors  of  the  interior  Government  of  this  country 
V^ill  have  the  sense  and  wisdom  to  profit  from  this  most  valuable 
^nd  important  work,  whose  truly  philosophic  and  benevolent 
author  must  feel  a  joy  and  self  satisfaction,  far  superior  to  any 
praise  which  man  can  bestow. 

(^)  A  distinguishing  feature  in  all  his  plans  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  the  idle,  the  abandoned,  and  the  wretched.  The 
wmoi^c  of  conferring  mercy,  and  apparent  kindness,  is  not  always 
tntld  and  merciful*  I  have  too  much  respect  for  my  readers  to 
enlarge  on  this  virtue*  May  they  all  fttl  experimentallyi  that 
the  m«rcifa],  in  the  true  sense,  shall  obtain  mercy. 

(e)  See  the  important^  convincing*  and  eloquent  Letters  ad» 
4rpsKd  to  Thomas  Faine,  author  of  the  Age  of  Reasonj  »d  part, 

Pj  by 


Plcas'd  from  the  pomp  of  science  to  descend. 
And  teach  the  people,  as  their  hallowed  friend ; 
In  gentle  warnings  to  the  unsettled  breast. 
In  all  it's  waixd'rings  from  the  realms  of  rest. 
From  impious  scoffs  and  ribaldry  to  turn. 
And  Reason's  Age  by  reason's  light  discern  5 
Refix  insulted  truth  with  tempered  zeal. 
And  feel  that  joy  which  Watson  best  can  feci*  240 

True  Genius  marks  alone  the  path  to  life. 
And  Fame  invites,  and  prompts  the  noble  strife, 
Her  temple's  everlasting  doors  unbarrM  j 
Desert  is  various,  various  the  reward : 
No  little  jealousy,  no  ill-tim'd  sneer. 
No  envy  there  is  found,  or  rival  fear. 

Methinks^ 

by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Richard  Watson,  Bishop  of  Landaff,  stiledt 
«  An  Apology  for  the  Bible."  Every  person  wishes,  thattbl 
Bishop  had  changed,  or  would  even  now  change,  the  word 
**  Apoloj^y"  to  **  Defence,"  or  any  other;  not  that  the  word 
•*  apology"  is  absolutely  improper,  but  because  the  origioal 
meaning  of  it  i-)  obsolete.  To  wf  ite  such  a  book  as  this  is  to  do 
a  real  tervireto  mankind,  A  cheap  edition  of  it  is  printed,  aid 
it  i»  hoped  will  be  circulated  throughout  the  kingdom. 
I  think  ihal  bis  \*  Defence  of  Revealed  Religion'*  in  two  ihott 

Scnoooi 
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Methinks  on  Babylon  fond  fancy  dreams, 

JHer  vale  of  willows  by  the  mournful  streams, 

^hcre  Hebrew  lyres  hung(rr)  mute !  O'er  Sion's  hill 

Slows  the  chill  blasts  and  baneful  dews  distill,  {dd) 

Blest 

Sermons  is  of  great  merit  and  of  general  utility.  Bishop  Watson 
should  often  write,  but  with  the  utmost  caution,  accuracy^  and 
comideration,  because  his  works  will  always  be  read, 

I  would  al'O  particularly  recommend  the  perusal  of  the  Sixth 
Xetter  of  the  Series  of  Letters  which  the  Bishop  addressed  to 
Mr.  Gibbon.  To  young  men  of  fashion  and  of  abilities^  origi* 
nally  good,  but  obscured  by  libertine  life  and  conversation,  it 
vill  be  peculiarly  serviceable;  as  well  as  to  those  who  are  led 
astray  by  some  modern  pretended  discoveries  in  natural philoso* 
jkhy^  now  a  favourite  mode  of  btroducing  and  enforcing 
scepticism  and  infidelity. 

In  this  place  it  is  a  circumstance  worthy  of  solemn  notice, 
that  when  Anaxagoras  reasoned  before  Pericles  on  the  ceco. 
xiomy  and  order  of  the  universe,  and  the  phaenomena  of  na- 
ture, the  all-accomplished  Athenian  was  led  by  the  philosopher 
into  a  sobriety  of  thought  and  a  settled  devotion.  It  is  thns 
expressed  in  the  powerfol  language  of  Plutarch :  **  O*  fva-iKos 

••  UfffoLKfi  pt€T'  sT^viSuv  ayadojy  ct/crefetav  Bvepya^^rM,^'* 

(cc)  **  The  banks  of  the  rivers  of  Babylon  were  so  thickly 
planted  with  willow  trees,  as  the  learned  Bochart  informs 
us,  that  the  country  of  Babylon  .was  thence  called.  The 
Vale  of  Willows,  and  on  those  trees  were  suspended  the 
Jyres  of  the  captive  Hebrews  neglected  and  unstrung " 
Eec   P£RsiAN'  MiscBLLANiEs,    by   William    Ouseley^    £sq, 

P  4  4^0. 

.   f  pint.  Vit.  Pcricl,  p.  34a.  vol,  i.  ed,  Bryan* 
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Blest  be  the  charm,  that  sense  to  virtue  binds. 
The  social  sympathy  of  learned  minds,  251 

The  common  care,  the  universal  cause. 
And  all  that  piety  to  genius  draws. 

How  sweet  to  hear,  on  that  Parnassian  mount, 
Mild  waters  welling  from  the  favoured  fount : 
Oh,  never  may  Castalia*s  streams  divide 
From  Siloa's  brook,  and  Jordan*s  hallow'd  tide. 

But 

4to,  p.  101.  abounding  with  learned,  pleasing,  and  curious 
information.  It  is  one  of  those  works,  which  not  being  adapted 
to  general  reading  should  be  patronised  and  purchased  by  mon 
of  fortune  and  education. 

I  beg  leave  for  the  same  reasons,  to  recommend  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Maurice's  History  of  Hindostan  in  4to.  and  his  Indian 
Antiquities  in  8vo«  The  subject  is  indeed  in  the  region  of 
fancy  and  of  conjecture,  and  Mr.  M.'s  work  abounds  witk 
both ;  but  such  emdition,  ingenuity,  and  unremitting  diligence^ 
should  not  fail  of  an  honourable  reward.  Sint  nic  edam  sua 
prxmia  laudi.    (See  also  P.  of  L. .  Dial.  IV.) 

{JJ)  I  read,  with  the  greatest  concern,  the  following  passage 
in  the  very  learned,  ingenious,  and  venerable  Bishop  of  Worces- 
ter** Preface  to  the  quarto  edition  of  Warburton'a  Worbf 
concerning  Dr.  Lowth,  one  of  the  greatest  men  whom  ourtinMi 
have  produced.  Dr.  Kurd  says  ;  *<  Bishop  LowTH'sreputatioOf 
**  as  a  writer,  was  raised  chiefly  on  his  Hebrew  Literature,  si 
^^  displayed  in  those  two  works,  hisLatinLectureson  the  Hebreir 
*'  poetryi  and  his  English  version  of  the  prophet  Isaiah*    The 

•f  forwci 


But  hark,  what  solemn  strains  from  Arno^s  vales 
eatbe  raptures  wafted  on  tUe  Tuscan  gales !    260 
>R£NZO  rears  again  his  awful  head» 
id  feels  his  ancient  glories  round  him  spread ; 
3C  Muses  starting  from  their  trance  revive, 
id  at  their  Roscoe's  bidding,  wake  and  live,  (e) 

The 

Former  is  well  and  elegantly  composed,  but  in  a  vein  of  criti* 
rism  not  above  the  common ;  the  latter,  I  think,  is  chiefl/ 
valuable,  as  it  shews  how  little  may  be  expected  from  Dr* 
Sennicott'e  Work,  and  from  a  new  translation  of  the  Bible  for 
niblic  use."  Preface  to  Warburton's  V^orks,  4to:  edit.  p.  94, 
The  necessity  of  any  observation  from  me  is  precluded  by  a 
y  able  Letter  to  Bishop  Hurd,  occasioned  by  his  Strictures 
Archbishop  Seeker  and  Bishop  Lowth,  by  a  member  of  the 
Ivcrsity  of  Oxford,  which  I  recommend  to  the  reader.  It  is 
!  of  the  few  pamphlets  which  should  be  preserved. 

e)  See  **  The  Life  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  called  the  Magni- 
icent,  by  William  Roscoe,"  2  vol.  4to.  I  cannot  bat  con« 
tulate  the  public  upon  this  great  and  important  addition  to 
siical  History,  which  I  regard  as  a  phsenomenon  in  Litera* 
5,  in  every  point  of  view. 

t  Is  pleasant  to  consider  a  gentleman,  not  under  the  auspices 
an  university,  or  beneath  the  shelter  of  academic  bowers, 
in  the  practice  of  the  law  and  business  of  great  extent,  and 
dent  in  the  remote  oommerciai  town  of  Liverpool,  (where 
hing  is  heard  of  but  Guinea  ships,  slaves,  blacks,  and  mer- 
ndise,)  investigating  and  describing  the  rise  and  progress  of 
ry  polite  art  in  Italy  at  the  revival  of  learning  with  acuteness, 
9  depthj 
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The  Latian  gbkiits  vindicates  his^tate. 
And  pFOudly  hails  the  great  Triumvirate,  (/) 
Lords  of  the  lyre,  and  fathers  of  the  songy 
In  Pauley's  order  as  they  pass  along. 
There  musing  deep  in  philosophic  groves. 

His  Tuscan  Academe,  {g)  Lorenzo  roves ;        270 

While 

depth,  and!  precision ;  with  the  spirit  of  the  poet,  t^i  th« 
lalidity  of  the  historian. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  not  terms  sufficient  to  express  wf 
admiration  of  his  genius  and  erudition,  or  my  g^titude  for  dn 
amusement  and  information  I  have  received.  I  may  add,  thai 
<lr  maamr  in  which  Mr.  Roscoe  procured,  from  the  libraries  at 
Florence,  and  many  of  the  various  inedited  manuscript!  with 
which  he  has  enriched  the  appendix  to  his  history,  was  sio* 
guiarly  curious ;  not  from  a  Fellow  or  Travelltr  of  the  Diiet« 
tanti,  but  from  a  commercial  man  in  the  intervals  of  bit  €&• 
ployment. 

I  shall  not  violate  the  dignity  of  the  work  by  slight  objections 
to  some  modes  of  expression,  or  even  to  a  few  words,  or  to 
some  occasional  sentiments  in  the  Historian  of  a  Refiuhlic.  BotI 
recommend  it  to  our  country  as  a  work  of  unqnestionable 
genius,  and  of  uncommon  merit.  It  adds  the  name  of  Roscol 
to  the  very  first  rank  of  English  classical  Historians. 

MUSARUM  SPOVDBT  CHORUS|  ET  RoMANUS  AP0I.L0.*  079^) 

if)  Dante,  Boccacio,  and  Petrarch. 

{g)  See  Mr.  Roscoe'a  account  of  the  institution  of  th 
Ratonic  Academy  at  Florence,  and  the  Platonic  featival|  aaJ 
the  effects  of  it.    Vol.  x.  p.  160,  &c.  &c. 

^  *  Sulpiciae  Sat.  v.  ult* 
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While  prophets  of  his  great  reviving  name. 
From  isles  of  fri^ance  and  Athenian  fame. 
Sages  and  Bards  in  classic  pomp  appear ! 
Bessarion,  (i)  and  Philelpho^s  {i)  form  severe  ; 
Marsilius  (k)  rob'd  in  olive,  Plato's  priest  j 
(/)  Janus  with  treasuries  from  the  learned  East ; 
And  He,  who  from  Eleusis  flaming  bore 
The  torch  of  science  to  his  native  shore, 

Fam'd 

{i)  Cardinal  Bessarioiii  a  learned  and  eloquent  prelate, 
honoured  with  the  parpie  by  Pope  Eugeniu^  the  4th  in  X439» 
For  the  most  ample  account  of  the  restoration  of  Greek 
literature  in  Italy,  the  reader  must  consult  the  learned  Hodius 
deGraecisItlustribus.LinguasGrascaeLiterarumquehumaniorum 
lastauratoribus,  which  may  easily  be  procured  ;  and,  if  conve* 
nienty  Tiraboschi%  History,  which  is  voluminous.  Tiraboschi 
was  the  Librarian  at  Modena. 

(/)  Fhilelpho.  A  Professor  in  various  sciences  in  different 
parts  of  Italy,  who  introduced  many  curious  Greek  MSS.  into 
that  country ;  a  man  of  erudition,  but  turbulent  and  intractable 
in  his  temper.  "  Ingeniam  vagiim,  multiplex,  volubile."  Sec 
ulso  the  Academic  des  Inscriptions,  torn  lOt  p.  691 — 7^1. 

(i)  Marsilius  Ficinus,  the  great  disciple  of  Plato,  whose 
doctrines  exclusively  occupied  his  attention,  or  rather  devotion, 
mnd  which  appeared  in  all  his  conduct  and  conversation. 

{/)  Janus  Lascaris,  a  man  of  eloquence  and  politeness,  and 
cf  imperial  descent.    He  was  a  literary  missionary  of  Lorenzo, 

and 
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Fam'd  Chrysol6ras;(m)  and  Landino(jf)  bold. 
In  studious  shades  high  converse  form'd  to  hold  ^ 
Politian,  (««)  chief  of  all  th*  enli^ten*d  race 
In  Lydian  softness,  and  Horatian  grace ;  28s. 

Michael,  {0)  in  full  Pierian  powers  erect, 
Tbe  5cu]ptor,  painter,  poet,  architect, 

Michsd. 

and  brought  M'ith  him  from  the  east  a  treasure  of  two  hundrtdi 
manuscripts.  See  also  Hodias  de  Graeds  lUustribus,  p.  2^%^ 
for  several  curious  particulars. 

(m)  Emanuel  Chrysoloras,  stiled  by  his  contemporariet,  iht 
Patriarch  of  Literaturey  principally  the  Graccian. 

(«)  Christophero  Landino,  a  Professor  of  Poetry  and  Rbc* 
toric  in  Florence^  a  writer  of  spirit  and  depth  of  knowledp; 
and  author  of  a  work,  once  celebrated,  called  the  *'  Disputatioiiei 
^^  Camaldolenses,''  formed  on  a  plan  similar  to  the  Tuscnba 
disputations.  The  scene  is  supposed  to  be  a  monastery  in  tte 
wood  of  Camaldoli.  The  account  of  it  by  Mr.  Roscoe  is  pard- 
cularly  pleasing  and  judicious*    Vol.  i.  p*  1031  &c* 

(iw>  See  Mr.  Roscoe's  account  of  that  finished  and  polite 
scholar  and  poet,  Angelo  Politiano.  It  were  an  injuiy  » 
abridge  it* 

(a)  Michael  Angelo  Buonarotti.  I  wish^  however,  to  reftf* 
fhe  reader  again  to  Mr.  Roscoe,  v.  2.  p.  201,  &c.  whogive^ 
animation  to  any  subject »  new  or  old  ;  for  I  know  not  hovr  iS^ 
is,  but  as  it  seems  to  me^ 

llViC  MUSA  INDULGENT  OltfNES,    HUNG  POSCIT  ArOLLO  *. 

*  Vidae  Art.  Poet,  1.  u  y^i^^. 
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iciiael  to  Britain  dear,  so  Genius  spoke, 

"hen  his  last  praise  from  parting  (/i)Reynolds  broke ; 

ad  all  whose  brows,  with  ivy  grac'd  or  bays, 

ighten'd  their  Leo's  visionary  days, 

ames  which  I  long  have  blest,  nor  blest  in  vain  ! 

h,  were  I  numbered  in  their  sacred  train,         29Q 

o  realms  of  purest  light,  where  heroes  dwell, 

[cr  bolder  notes  the  willing  Muse  should  swell 

la 


^)  In  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  final  address  to  the  RoyaH 
rademy,  as  their  President,  he  concluded  an  able  panegyric 
that  mighty  master,  by  saying  that  the  last  word  he  wished 
pronounce  from  the  Chair  was,  **  Michael  Amgelo."  It 
Ls  a  word  heard  by  the  audience  with  the  deep  silence  of 
gret.  It  absolutely  repairs  .me  to  talk  of  these  great  men  2 
ch  is  the  power  of  departed  genius ! 

Par  pleasanter  to  me  is  the  language  of  commendation,  tbaji 
€  tone  of  censure,  1  wish  to  expatiate  freely,  when  I  can,  in 
e  groves  and  retreats  of  the  wise,  the  virtuous^  and  the  emi* 
^t,  with  philosophers,  and  statesmen,  and  poets,  and  historians, 
>d  orators  of  highest  fame.  I  love  the  regions  of  the  morniagf 
d  the  light  of  the  sun ; 

OiKtX  x«i  xo/)Ai  cicri,  xcci  avToXxt  HeXiois.  (4) 
(«)  Hom.  Od,  L.  12.  V.  3, 


In  lyric  intonation,  grave  and  deep. 
Nor  dream  with  folly,  nor  with  dulness  sleep; 
To  Cowper  and  to  GifFord  leave  the  rod. 
For  songs  celestial,  and  the  Delian  God  : 
Then  calmly  to  the  secret  mount  retire. 
Bid  Satire  glance  on  folly,  and  expire. 


OCTAVIUS. 

Give  me  my  Sabine  grove,  tirM  Horace  cried  j 
For  Cumae  thus  the  great  Aquinian  sigh'd  :       300 
But  when  wild  waves,  and  wars,  and  tempests  ragCy 
Ah,  who  can  find  the  soft  Saturnian  age? 
rris  your's  awhile  to  frown  on  classic  toj*s, 
Black-Letter  Dogs,  or  hoary  seventh-form  Boysj 
Awhile  to  war  with  dunces,  fools,  and  knaves. 
Hirelings  of  state,  or  opposition  slaves. 
And  all  who  dare  profane  the  Muse's  dome : 
With  idle^  random  fierceness  they  may  foam. 

None-  I 
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3ne  shall  her  column's  stately  pride  deface :  309 
le  Snake  winds  harmless  round  the  marble  base,  {q) 

q)  My  friend  Octavius  means  by  this  allusion  to  obsenre^ 
t  the  proper,  constant,  and  undeviating  application  of  time^ 
ming,  and  talents,  must  ultimately  resist  the  malignity  of 
ticism,  and  rise  superior  to  temporary  neglect,  in  any 
lartment  of  literature,  of  government,  or  of  society. 

As  I  concluded  the  first  Dialogue  of  this  Poem  with  z 
tence  from  Swift,  I  wish  to  recommend  another  from  that 
i9t  master  of  life,  as  obvious  perhaps,  and  as  little  attended 

The  sentence  is  this ;  **  It  is  an  uncontrolled  truth,  that  ho 

MAN  EVER  MADE  AM  ILL  FIGURE,  WHO  UNDERSTOOD  Hit 
OWN  TALENTS,  NOR  A  GOOD  ONE,  WHO  MISTOOK  THBM«^. 


THE  END  OF  THE  THIRD  DIALOGUE. 


/" 
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THE 

PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 

DIALOGUE  THE  FOURTH  AND  LAST. 


Ka*  7«^  0  9fln>/xa^fln»  -nJTo  UroXc/xovrs  M«p^iovr8| 

fS>^r,iKHo;'  svOcV  yap  i^aivero  vxffa  /xsv  I^t), 

AfTtxa  S*  8^  o§60f  KaTefio(raTO  fraiTraXoevror* 

TPI2  ^Ev  of)65aT'i(yv,  TO  AE  TETPATON  Ixsro  rgxpuyj 

Aiya,-,  sv9a  S?  §»  x\irra  Sw/xara  BEN0E2I  AIMNJHS 

Horn.  II.  13.  r.  lo. 
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ati 


rat  i»reface 

TO  TBt 

^OI^RTH  AND  LAST  DIALOOUB(«) 

or 

THE  PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


X'OMBRA  SUA  TORNA  CH'SKA  Dt^AtTITAl  fitlltt. 

**  Hear  his  sjitech^  Sai  saj^  thk  ntmghu^ 
**  But  one  word  more;-— ^* 
^*  Ik  will  Mot  he  cmmtOuUdr^  Macbetlu 


XIlS  t  hiaVe  how  brought  my  Poetti  to  the  conclusioft 
Which  I  intended,  it  is  proper  and,  as  I  think,  respectful 
to  ofier  some  considerations  t6  the  public,  for  whose  use 
It  was  wriueii.  No  imitation  of  any  writer  or  of  any  poem 
was  proposed,  unless  the  adherence  to  the  principles  of 
just  composition,  and  a  general  observation  of  the  finished 
ynodels  of  classical  literature*  be  considered  as  such*    la 

(«)  First  printed  in  |0ly  ij^j. 


the  Preface  to  tlie  First  Diabgue  I  said,  wfaat  I  now  repeats 
that  I  would  not  have  printed  iU  but  from  a  full  con** 
viction  of  it*8  tendency  to  promote  the  public  welfare* 
My  particular  ideas  on  the  nature  and  subject  of  Satirk 
I  expressed  clearly  and  fully  in  the  Preface  to  the  Second 
Dialogue,  and  under  the  influence  and  impression  of  those 
sentiments  I  wrote  the  work.  I  have  since  enlarged  on  thai 
subject  in  the  Introductory  Letter  to  this  Poem^  In  my 
Preface  to  the  Third  Dialogue,  feeling  the  iiapoitance 
of  my  subject  in  it's  various  branches,   I  asserted   that^ 

**  Literature,  well  or  ill  conducted,  is  the  great 
*'  ENGINE  ty  which  all  civilized  States  must 
*•  ultimately  bt  supported  or  overthrown.** 

I  am  now  more  and  more  deeply  impressed  with  this 
truth,  if  \^e  consider  the  nature,  variety,  and  e;&tent  of 
the  word  Literature. 

We  are  no  longer  in  an  age  of  ignorance;  and  .informa- 
tion is  not  partially  distributed  according  to  the  ranks,  and 
orders,  and  functions,  and  dignities  of  social  life.  All 
learning  has  an  index,  and  every  science  it's  abridgment.  I 
am  scarcely  able  to  name  any  man  whom  I  consider  as 
wholly  ignorant.  We  no  longer  look  exclufively  for  learned 
authors  in  the  usual  place,  in  the  retreats  of  academic 
trudition,  and  in  the  seats  of  religion.  Our  peasantry  now 
tead  the  Rights  of  Man  on  mountains,  and  moors,  and 
by  the  way  side;  and  shepherds  make  the  analogy  between 
their  occupation  and  that  of  their  governors.  Happy  indeed, 
had  they  been  taught  to  make  no  other  comparison.  Ous 
unsexed  female  writers  now  instruct,  or  confuse,  us  and 
themselves  in  the  labyrinth  of  politics,  or  turn  us  wild  ivith 
iiaUip  frenzy. 
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But  tbere  is  one  publication  of  the  time  too  ]peculiar» 
^nd  too  important  to  be  passed  over  in  a  general  reprehen- 
sion. There  is  nothing  with  which  it  may  be  compared* 
A  legislator  in  our  own  parliament,  a  member  of  the 
iHouse  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  an  elected  guardian 
and  defender  oi  the  laws,  the  religion,  and  the  good  man<» 
pers  of  the  country,  has  neither  scrupled  nor  blushed  to 
depict,  and  to  publish  to  the  world,  the  arts  of  lewd  and 
fysumatic  seduction,  and  to  thrust  upon  the  nation  the 
most  open  and  unqualified  blasphemy  against  the  very  code 
and  volume  of  our  religion.  And  all  this,  with  his  name» 
style,  and  title,  prefixed  to  the  novel  or  romance  called 
•*  The  Monk."  {i)    And  one  of  our  public  theatres  has 

allured 


{h)  *^  The  Monk,  a  Romance  in  three  volumes  by  M.  Lewis, 
««  Esq.  M.  P."  printed  for  BclJ,  Oxford-street.  At  first  I 
thought  that  the  name  and  title  of  the  author  were  fictitious, 
and  some  of  the  public  papers  hinted  it.  But  I  have  bcea  so- 
lemnly and  repeatedly  assured  by  the  Bookseller  himself,  that  it 
is  the  writing  and  publication  of  M.Lewis,  Esq.  Member  of 
Parliameot.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  point  out  Chap.  7.  of 
Vol.  a.  As  a  composition,  the  work  would  have  been  better,  if 
the  offensive  and  scandalous  passages  had  been  omitted,  and  it  Is 
disgraced  by  a  diabferie  and  nonsense  fitted  only  to  frighten 
children  in  the  nursery. 

^  I  believe  this  Seventh  Chapter  of  Vol.  z,  is  indictable  »t 
Common  Law.  Edmund  Curl  in  the  first  year  of  George  II.  was 
prosecuted  by  the  Attorney  General  (Sir  Philip  Yorke,  after- 
wards Lord  Hardwicke)  for  printing  two  obscene  books.  The 
Attorney  General  ^et  forth  the  several  obscene  passages,  and  con- 
eluded^  that  **  it  was  an  offence  against  the  King's  peace.*'    The 

0^3  defendant 
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illured  the  public  attention  still  more  to  this  novel,  by  a 


seenio 


defendant  was  found  guilty  and  set  in  the  pillory.  8e(  Str.  ySSt 
1  Barnardiit.  19.  The  indictment  (in  Mich.  Term,  i  6.  IL) 
begins  thus :  ^*  Edmund  Curl,  Existens  homo  iniquns  et  scclera« 
<*  tns,  nequiter  machinans  et  intendens  bonos  mores  subditomm 
^  hojus  regni  corrampere,  et  eos  ad  nequitiam  indocere,  qaendaa 
^*  ol»caenom  libellum  intitolat.'*  &c«  &c.-*-See  Sir  John  Strange'a 
Kep.  p.  777*  ed.  1783*  In  two  or  three  days  after  the  point  had 
been  solemnly  argued,  and  the  judges  had  giyen  their  respective 
rpinionsi  Sir  J.  Strange  observes,  **  They  gave  it  ms  ibelr  mammmnf 
**  §fimo9f  that /i&i>  wMs  a  temporal  •ffintiC^  And  they  declared  aba 
that  if  ,the  famous  case  of  the  Qaeen  against  Read  (6  Ann.  m 
B.  R.)  was  to  be  adjudged  (/^  thtm)  they  should  role  it  •ibtf^si\ 
i.  e.  contrary  to  Lord  Ch.  J.  Holt's  opinion.  The  Judges  were  Sir 
Robert  (afterwards  Lord)  Raymond,  Fortescae,  Reynolds,  %xA 
Probyn.  We  kneiy  the  proc^ings  against  the  book,  entitk4 
V  Memoirs  of  a  Woman  of  Pleasure,''  by  John  CHand, 

To  the  passages  of  obscenity,  (which  certaiuly  I  shall  aol 
copy  in  this  place)  Mr.  Lewis  hsis  added  blasphemy  against 
TBB  ScaifTvaEs;  (^  the  following  passage  may  be  considered 
as  such.  **  He  (the  Monk)  examined  the  book  which  she 
^  (Antonia)  h^d  been  reading,  and  had  now  placed  upon  the 
**  table.  //  n»as  thb  Bible.  «  How,'  said  the  Prior  to  hhur 
f'  se}f,  '  AotoiQiia  reads  the  Bible,  and  is  still  so  ignorant? 
^*  But  upon  further  inspection,  he  found  chat  Elvira  (the  mother 
«  of  Antonia)  hard  made  exactly  the  same  remark.  That/rsj^ 
••  mother^  while  she  admired  tht  lemutits  of  the  Sackep 
•<  WRITINGS,  was  convinced,  thzt  unrestricteif^  n9  naSmg  mon 
•*  imfroper  could  hi  pirmitted a  joutig  tvomau.  Many  of  the  narra- 
'*  lives  ram  only  tend  to  extite  ideas  the  mrst  ^alcnlatedfir  m 
^^  feualc  hreast;  every  thing  is  called  roundly  and  plainly  by 
**  it*s  own  n^mci  and  the  ankals  op  a  erothbl  wovlb 
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•cenic  represenution  of  an  Episode  in  it«    <<  O  Piocerea 

Ceiiiort 

■    '    '  t      .  ■  — I     ■   I  IB,  I.    I   I  fc 

**  SCAtCBLT  FURNISH    A  OaBATIR  CBOlCt  OF  IlfDICIIIT  fiX* 

^  PRISSI0N8  ! !  Yet  this  is  the  book  which  yoaog  womea  tre 
^  recommended  to  studf,  which  is  put  into  the  hands  of  chi& 
^  dren»  able  to  comprehend  little  more  than  those  passages  §f 
**  mthich  ibey  had  bttttr  nmmin  ignorant f  and  nubicb  tat  t9§  fir§» 
**  foiutly  INCULCATB  tbifatt  rudiments  §fnnc€^  and pnf€  tbifrn 
^  alarm  t§  tbi  still  slttping  passions^  Of  this  Elvira  was  so  fall/ 
<^  convincedf  that  she  woold  have  frtfirr^d  putting  intp  her 
^  daughter's  bands  Amtdis  de  Gaul,  or  the  Valiant  Champion 
^*  Tirante  the  White  ;  and  ^snuld  soomr  bavi  aatborisid  ber  tias^ 
^  ini  the  lewd  exploits  of  Don  Qalaor,  or  tb$  lastimous  jdtti  Qf  the 
'<  Damzel  Flazer  de  mi  vidt."  (p.  a47t  <4^0  *  ^*  ^  ^^^^ 
only  what  is  printed ;  it  is  for  odiers  to  read  it  and  to  judge. 
The  falshood  of  this  pusage  is  not  more  gross  than  it's  impiety* 

In  the  case  of  Thomas  Woolston,  in  the  ad  of  George  II. 
for  blasphemous  discourses  against  our  Saviour's  miracles }  whea 
arrest  of  judgment  was  moved ;  Lord  Raymond  and  the  whole 
Cpnrt  declared  they  would  not  suffer  it  to  be  debated,  wbothor 
to  write  against  Christianity  in  ge^irMl  (not  ooncerning  contro* 
Tcrted  points  between  the  learned,  bat  ip  general)  was  not  an 
offence  punishable  in  th^e  temporal  Coqrts  of  Common  Law. 
WoolsTon  was  imprisoned  one  year,  and  entered  into  a  large 
recogni^uince  fer  bis  good  behaviour  during  life.  Sir  Philip 
Torkcy  afterwards  Lord  Hardwickci  wa^  Attorney  Geperal  at 

thji; 

♦  I  refer  to  Ap  third  edition  of  The  Monk ;  for  it  must  never 
be  forgotten,  that  three  editions  of  this  novel  have  been  circu* 
lated  through  the  kingdom,  without  any  alteration  whatsoever, 
which  fear  or,  as  I  hope^  a  better  principle  has  induced  Mr.  Lewis 
to  oi9k^9  since  this  denunciation  was  first  published*    ( 1 798*) 

Q4 


CMSore  opus  est,  an  Haruspice  nobis?*"    I  consider  liha 
^  a  pew  species  of  legislative  or  state-parricide. 

What  is  it  to  the  kingdom  at  large,  or  what  is  it  to  aU 
those  whose  office  it  is  to  maintain  truth,  and  to  instruct  tbo 
rising  abilities  and.hope  of  England,  that  the  author  of 
The  Monk  is  a  very  young  man?  That  forsooth  he  is  « 
nan  of  genius  and  fancy?  So  much  the  worse.  That 
there  are  very  poetical  descriptions  of  castles  and  abbks  in 
Ibis  novel  ?  So  much  the  worse  s^gain,  the  novel  is  more 
illurihg  on  that  account*     Is  this  a  time  to  poison  the 

waters 


the  time:  The  case  of  the  King  againit  Annet,  when  tlw 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke  was  Attorney  General,  (3d  of  Geo.  IIL) 
for  a  blasphemous  book  entitled  <*  The  Free  Inquirer,  /nudfa^f 
**  among  other  points,  to  ridicule^  traduce,  and  discredit  the  HoLT 
<<  Scriptures,  is  well  known  to  the  profession.**  The  punish* 
snent  was  uncommonly  severe. 

Whether  the  passages,  which  I  have  cited  in  a  f§pml0^ 
novel,  have  not  a  tendency  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
of  the  younger  unsuspecting  part  of  the  female  sex,  by  tra^ucia^ 
mnd  discrediting  the  H01.Y  Scriptures,  is  a  matter  of  public 
consideration.  **  i:bis  hook  goes  all  over  the  kingdom-;*  are  the 
words  of  Judge  Reynolds,  in  the  case  of  E,  Curl.  What  Mr. 
Lewis  has  printed  publicly  ivith  his  name^  that  I  state  pqblicly  to 
the  British  Nation.  Few  will  dissent  from  the  opiniop  ofLoid 
Raymond  and  the  Court,  in  the  case  of  Curl  above  ^ated,  33 
reported  by  Strange  and  Barnardiston  to  this  effect  j  •'  Religion 
**  is  fart  of  the  common  la*w^  and  therefore  nvhativer  is  an  ojena 
•*  against  that,  is  zn  offence  against  the  Co>jmon  Law*"  WitU 
this  ofiniou^  I  cOQclade  the  note.    (1797.) 

*  Juv.  Sat.  *, 
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vaters  ^  our  land  ir  their  springs  and  fountains?  Are  We 
to  add  incitccnent  to  incitement,  and  corruption  to  cor« 
ruption,  till  there  neither  is,  aor  can  be,  a  return  to  vir« 
tuoos  action  and  to  regulated  life  ?  Who  knows  ike  age  of 
this  author?  I  presume  very  few.  Who  docs  nol  inoza^  « 
that  he  is  a  Member  of  Parliament  ?  He  has  told  us  all  sd 
bimself* 

I  pretend  not  to  know,  (Sir  John  Scott  knows,  and  prac* 
Ctses  too,  whatever  is  honourable,  and  virtuous,'and  dignified 
in  learning  and  professional  ability]  I  pretend  not,  I  say,  to 
ktiow,  whether  this  be  an  object  of  parliamentary  animad* 
version.  But  we  can  feel  that  it  is  an  object  of  moral  and  of 
national  reprehension,  when  a  Senator  openly  and  daringly 
violates  bis  first  duty  {d)  to  his  country.  There  are  wounds^ 
and  obstructions,  and  diseases  in  the  political,  as  well  as  in 
Ac  natural,  body,  for  which  the  removal  of  the  part  affected 
is  alone  elHcacious.  At  an  hour  like  this,  are  we  to  stand  in 
consultation  on  the  remedy,  when  not  only  the  disease  is 
ascertained,  but  the  very  stage  of  the  disease,  and  its  speci- 
fic symptoms?  Are  we  to  spare  the  sharpest  instruments 
of  authority  and  of  censure,  when  public  establishments  are 
l^an^ned  in  the  life-organs? 

I  fear. 


{J)  All  members  of  the  legislature.  Peers  or  Commoners, 
fhould  join  in  sentiment,  and  in  character,  with  the  Athenian 
orator,  and  be  considered  as  speaking  to  their  country  in  thesa 
words:  ♦'   Hf/^Bis,  wj  Up<X'  kou  rxfoi   Trpoyovafv  v^apxHtriv  £v  m- 

•*  yayuni    nxrx   t«;   vo/xtis-,    koli  XTiSecrrai,  xoi   rfi)cv«,   ahoi  rr,t 
••  VPWTffa^  ariCTTCft;;.   xtA.     iEschin;    tts^i    TLQcpuTrfzcr^Biccs,'* 
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I  Cear,  if  our  legislators  are  wbollf  regardteu  of  nch 
writings,  and  of  such  principles,  among  their  own  members^ 
k  may  be  said  to  them,  as  the  Roman  Satirist  said  to  the 
patricians  of  the  empire,  for  offences  slight  tn4eed|  wheQ 
compared  to  these; 

*'  At  vos  Trojugenae  vobis  ignoscitis,   et  quao 

**  Turpia  cerdoni  Volesos  Brutosque  decebunt.  {e^ 

There  is  surely  something  peculiar  in  these  days;  somct 
thing  wholly  unknown  to  our  ancestors.  But  men,  bow« 
ever  dignified  in  their  political  station,  or  gifted  wjdi 
ipenius  and  fortune,  and  accomplishments,  may  at  least  bQ 
made  ashamed,  or  alarmed,  or  convicted  before  the  in* 
fcunal  of  public  opinion.  Before  that  tribunal,  and  ta 
the  law  of  reputation,  and  every  binding  and  powerfid 
sanction  by  which  that  law  is  enforced)  is  Mr*  L£WU  tbii 
idy  called  to  answert 

I  would  also,  in  this  place,  select  a  work  by  a  Roraao. 
Catholic  Divine,  for  that  animadversion  it  so  solemnly 
^mands.  I  mean  the  Preface  to  the  Second  volume  of 
Dr.  Geddes's  Translation  of  the  Bible.  I  really  would 
XK>t  trust  myself  to  criticise  the  Translation  itself,  after  I 
iad  read  the  fifth  Chapter  of  Judges,  v.  30.  where  for  lh« 
words,  •'  To  every  man  a  damsel  or  two,"  Dr.  Geddcs 
ir^^j/a/^i,  by  way  of  a  spirited  and  inviting  improvement, 
*>  A  Girl^  A  COUPLE  OF  GIRLS,  to  each  brave  man\'*  I 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Doctor's  Bravery; 
but  I  intend  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  fft* 
fact  alone,  which  is  very  extraordinary  indeed,  and 
ky   no   means  in    the   spirit   which   the    sacred   writings 

recommendi 
(f)  Jav.  Sat.  8.  v.  i8j. 
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jreeommend.   I  am  always  pleased  with  every  serious  tttempt 

to  elucidate  the  Scriptures,  and  am  as  ready  as  any  maa 

to  acknowledge  the  merit  and  learning  of  an  industrious  and 

ingenious  scholar.     But  though  I  differ  essentially  from 

J>r.  GeddeSy  I  am  sure  J  shall  never  call  him  *'  apostate, 

••  infidel,  or  heretic"  in  general  terms,  as  he  knows  some 

persons  will  do ;  [f]  but  I  may  oppose  an  opinion  to  aa 

opinion* 

The  Cause  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  not  a  trifling  cau^e, 

por  is  it,  as  we  are  sometimes  told,  an  object  of  mere  classical 

criticism.     I  think  there  is  an  unbecoming  levity  in  the 

Doctor's  manner  more  frequently  than  I  could  wish,  and 

he  expresses  his  sentiments  in  language  not  easily  under-. 

ftpod  at  all  times,  tior  according  to  the  genius  and  common 

grammar  of   the   English  tongue.     But  his  meaning  and 

opinion  is,  that  "  the  Historical  Books  of  the  Old  Tesu- 

»«  ment  were  not  divinely  inspired."  He  tells  us  (p.  12.J  of 

•?  a  partial  and  putative  inspiration,"  and  that  the  jvriters 

had  not  "  a  perpetual  and  unerring  sufflation.^*     I  do  not 

ijuite  understand  the  terms,  as  they  are  too  sublime  for  m 

plain  Englishman,  but  I  suppose  they  are  very  fine,  and  I 

suppose  their  meaning  from  other  sentences  in  the  Preface* 

Jie  says  (p.  3.),  that  •*  The  Hebrew  Historians  wrote  them 

"  from  such  human  documents  as  ihey  could  find,  popular 

^^  traditions^  old  songs ^   and  public  registers,*'     Singular 

matcriah  truly  for  divine  inspiration!     But  he  says  aI<o« 

*•  I  venture  (and  it  is  indeed  venturing  a  great  deal)  I  venture 

«*  to  lay  it  dqwn  as  a  certain  truths  that  there  is  no  intrinsic 

•'  evidence  gf  the  Jewish  Historians  being  divinely  inspired; 

f  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  style,   or  arrangement,  in  the 

<'  whole  colour  Qr  complexion  of  their  cprppomions,  that 

<•  spcaki 
(f)  Preface,  p.  4. 
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**  ipeaks  the  guidance  of  an  unerring  spirit,  but  that  on  tki 
^*  contrary^  every  dung  proclaims  the  fallible  and  faiKng 
•*  writer.*'  (p.  5.)  Dr.  G.  declares  also,  *•-  After  reading 
**^  the  Hebrew  writings,  and  finding  to  his  full  conviction 
**  $0  many  intrinsic  marks  of  fallibility,  errors,  and 
•'  ii>coiisisiency,  not  to  say  downright  absurdity^'*  [p.  11.) 
tc  could  not  believe  their  inspiration,  even  if  be  were 
taught  it  by  an  angel, 

I  have  thus  introduced  the  reader  to  the  Doctor's  moK  ' 
explicit  opinion;  but  I  will  also  present  him  with  bii 
Solemn  affirmation,  and  he  will  easily  decide  on  the  pro- 
priety, the  reasoning,  and  the  consistency  of  it.  "  IxHilm 
**  them  not  the  Uss  (says  Dr.  Geddes)  htcauft  I  deem/ib» 
*^  noi  divinely  inspired.'*  (P.  12.)  If  a  man  canseriouiI]r 
assert,  that  the  Scriptures  inspired  by  God  (upon  thU 
supposition  being  granted)  arc  not  more  valuable  than  the 
productions  of  a  mere  fallible  wretched  creature  like  fun^ 
in  his  best  estate,  I  really  could  not  lose  my  time  in  argu* 
ment  with  that  man  however  learned,  or  however  giftecL 
He  has  degraded  himself  from  that  rank  of  literature  and 
of  sound  understanding,  which  gives  him  a  title  to  be 
answered.  Dr.  Geddes,  as  a  scholar,  should  re.considcr 
bis  character,  and  as  a  professed  Christian,  he  should  re« 
examine  his  principles,  I  cannot  discuss  the  doctrine  of 
inspiration  in  this  place;  it  cannot  be  expected  that  I 
should.  But  the  tendency  of  all  the  proceedings  of  our 
scholars  and  guides  in  literature,  and  in  the  state,  and 
in  religion,  should  be  carefully  watched.  The  open  blas- 
phemy and  low  scurrility  of  Thomas  Paine  has  been  set 
aside  by  just  argument,  and  the  law  of  the  land  has  armed 

itself 


ainst  it*s  effect  in  society Ja)  Mr.  Lewis,  Mcmtet 
ameftt,  has  attacked  the  Bible,  as  I  have  just  shewn, 
ler  and  in  a  shorter  manner,  (^)  blasphemous  at 
:  goes,  and  tending  to  discredit  and  traduce  its  au« 
And  last  Dr.  Gfddes,  a  Translator  of  the  Bible, 
n  the  original  language  and  in  the  Hebrew  criticism, 
'begun  his  attack  also  on  the  historttal  parts,  which, 
are  not  part  of  the  inspired  writings,  are  not  imitled 
une  of  sacred  Scriptures.  It  is  difficult  la  say,  wbe^e 
tacks  will  end* 

times  indeed  are  so  precarious,  and  revolt  from  a]| 
y  human  and  divine  so  frequent,  that  the  magistrate^ 
rist,  and  the  critic  have  an  united  office. 

«  historical  parts  of  the  BiHe  are  given  up,  another 

U  arise  and  object  to  the  poetical  parts.     These  will 

ved  to  have  sublimity  and  dignity ;    but  it  will  be 

Why  should  they  be  considered  as  inspiredf    All 

we  shall  be  told,  is  in  some  sense  inspired  ;  Homef 

schylus  and  Shakspeare,  and  why  not  the  Hebrew 

The  moral  portion  of  the  Scriptures  is.  evidentljr 

wisdom  and  of  the  soundest  sense,  and  I  suppose 

we 

am  glad  to  bear  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  Mn 
\  eloquent  declamation  in, the  court  of  K.  B.  in  the  cause^ 
ton,  Boyle,  Locke,  and  other  great  men,  the  defenders 
itianity.— But  my  general  opinion  of  Mr.  Erskine's  talent 
ing  and  public  political  speaking  is  very  difiTerent.  West* 
Hall  is  his  theatre.  We  night  almost  say :  Tanquam  im 
a  aliquod  dttrudi  it  (omfhgi  videtur.  (See  a  future  not0 
Poem,  Dial.  4.) 

ii)  In  *\  The  Monk,  a  Romance/'    See  abovf . 
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if^  ftlian  soon  Iiear  it  may  be  the  work  of  a  phiUsopker^  ^ 
that  morality  is  not  matter  of  inspiration*  A  foiuth  writer 
nay  first  insinuate  with  great  respect^  and  then  prove  dot 
all  prophecy  is  ambiguous;  and  that  the  prophecies  is  dc 
Bible  may  be  conjectural »  and  therefore  no  reliance  can  be 
bad  on  their  inspiration.  Lastly  we  may  be  loosely  and  on 
discriminately  told»  that  the  doctrinal  pans  are  so  mock 
above,  as  well  as  contrary  (c)  to^  human  reafon^  thaldiejf 
could  not  come /torn  God. 

Thus  might  ihe  whole  fabric  vanish  into  air,  into  tik 
mr.  or  to  reverse  Mr.  Gibbon's  phrase,  thus  might  "the 
^  uiumphant  banner    of  the  heathen  Capitol  be  afsk 

•*  erwtcd 


{c)  As  the  subject  is  so  important,  and  words  are  so  fre(|iic8df 
misapplied  or  misapprehended|  it  is  always  of  use  to  rememlxr 
she  words  FMtb  and  Rioion^  as  contra^ istiDguished  to  eack 
•ther.  Mr.  Locke  has  defined  them  wi(h  a  dcarneis  iad  s 
precision  which  can  never  be  exceeded,  and  which  should  neftf 
be  forgotten,  in  thought  or  in  conversation.  '*  Reasov*  si 
^  contradistinguished  to  Faitby  I  take  to  be  the  discovery  of 
^  the  certainty  or  probability  of  such  propositions  or  tnuitfi 
^  which  the  mind  arrives  at  by  deductions  made  from  soch  idflSii 
^  which  it  has  got  by  the  use  of  it's  natural  faculties,  namelff 
**  by  sensation  or  leflection.— Faith,  on  the  other  nde,  isfte 
^  assent  to  any  proposition  not  thus  made  out  by  the  dedaeM 
**  c/nasptif  but  upon  the  credit  of  the  proposer,  as  coming  fwA 
•*  God,  in  some  extraordinary  way  of  communication.  Ttt 
••  way  of  discovering  truths  to  men  wc  cal\  Reviiatigm.^  I.od»^ 
Essay  on  the  H.  U.  B.  4.  C.  iS.  An  attention  to  this  arcnrtfd 
deBnition  would  prevent  all  confusion,  and  oftentimes  very  i«i 
or  profane  jargon,  in  conversation.  Mr.  Lockc^t  ntfbili dUftff 
on  this  subject  should  be  generaliy  studied. 
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^-epected  on  the  ruins  of  the  Church  of  Christ."  Scil) 
We  are  to  sit  silent*  still  we  are  to  hear  with  patience 
the  outrageous  presumption  of  man  before  his  merciful 
Creator!  while  *<  The  World  and  it's  adorable  AuTHOii« 
liis  attributes  and  essense»  his  power,  and  rights,  and 
duty  (I  tremble  to  pronounce  the  word)  be  all  brought 
together  to  be  judged — before  us.'*(4f)  We  are  t^ 
assemble  in  the  Temple  with  all  our  princes,  and  lords,  and 
potentates,  and  venerable  orders,  and  our  high  officers,  in 
all  the  gradations  and  dignities  of  our  state  and  hierarchy^ 
till  some  Champion  of  anarchy  and  infidelity  be  brougha 
forth,  as  in  sport,  and  placed  between  the  pillars.  He  may 
bow  himself  with  all  his  might«   but  bis  strength,  I  trusty 

wUl 


{d)  DnOgden*s  Sermons,  in  Dr.  Hallifax's  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  a. 
There  was  something  peculiarly  amiable  in  the  kind  and  dnin* 
tcrestcd  office  which  the  late  Bishopof  St.  Asaph,  Dr.  Halliv at^ 
andcrtook  in  the  vindication  of  the  memory  and  writings  of 
two  great  men  (quales  et  quantos  viros!)  Bishop  Butler  and  Dr. 
Ogden.  It  will  be  an  eternal  honour  to  that  very  acute,  Jeafned. 
and  most  jndidons  prelate.  Cicero  shall  speak  for  this  prelate ;  for 
90  man  once  better  undentood  the  strength  and  application  of 
his  language  than  Dr.  Hallifax,  when  he  filled  the  professorial 
thair  of  Civil  Law,  as  the  Ulpian  of  his  day,  in  the  University 
pf  Cambridge,  '*  Idoneus  mea  quidem  sententii,  prxsertim 
^  quum  et  Ipse  Bum  audiverit  et  scribat  di  mortuo;  ex  quo  nulla 
^  suspicio  est  amicitiae  causa  cum  esse  mentitum.''  (a)  What 
fnch  a  writer  as  Dr.  Hallifax  has  told,  who  would  tell  again  ? 
i,  only  spesk  in  honour  to  the  memory  of  a  Scholar,  whose 

Cand  high  attainments  in  science,   should  be  recorded*  > 

i^}  C^»  ^9  .Qlfr*  Oiat.  Sect.  15. 
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win  not  be  from  above;  he  will  ^^  fed  the  nature  oflhi 
^  pillars  whereupon  the  house  standeth  t"  I  speak  (hi^  ia 
general  \.  for  I  hope  there  is  no  necessity  to  apply  it  td 
Dr.  Geddes»  or  to  any  such  scholar* 

It  is  not  now  for  the  first  time  that  the  Canon,  and  thr 
inspiration,  and  the  authenticity  of  tlie  Scriptures  have  bees 
examined :  and  even  their  internal  evidence  has  often  tai^ 
a  different  lesson.  I  cannot  help  ofiering  one  suggestioji^ 
as  it  is  new  to  me.  If  there  is  a  subject  in  the  Bible  whicli 
has  been  particularly  singled  out  for  profane  ridicule,  it 
is  that  of  Jonah  being  swallowed  up  in  the  whak's  bdlf 
three  days  and  three  nights.  Yet  as  if  to  confound  humM 
wisdom,  or  sagacity,  or  vanity,  and  as  an  eternal  lesson 
to  human  presumption  on  the  fitness  and  unfitness  of 
the  subjects  of  inspiration,  TilE  Saviour  of  thb 
World  thought  proper  to  choose  and  to  appropriate 
this  event  to  himself  (^}.  '*  ^i  Jonah  was  three  days 
•*  and  three  nights  in  the  whale's  belly,  so  shall  THE  Son 
**  OF  Man  be  tliree  days  and  three  nights  in  the  hc«t 
••  of  theeartli!"(/) 

I  solemnly  protest,  I  have  no  other  object  in  view  18 
whatever  I  have  written,  but  the  good  of  ro»i  in  all  htf 

(#}  2r«pLeiov  Ima,  rs  Tlpo^r*i !  are  the  very  words  of  Ckrittt 
Can  words  be  more  explicit  ?  Yet  a  German  professor,  J.  O* 
Eichborny  the  successor  of  the  great  MichaeUs,  thinks  it  joidfi* 
able  to  expel  the  prophetic  book  of  Jooah  from  the  piticfl( 
canon  of  the  Scripture.  See  kis  German  Introdvctfam  toskf 
Old  Testament. 

</)  St.  Matt.  c.  la.  v.  ic^ 
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hesi  interests,  complicated  as  they  are,  it  tins  awful  ani 
pr^ssiiif^  hoof.  More  is  yet  in  our  power  than  we  nayr 
even  iBAagioe;  but  nil  the  orders  of  the  stale  must  unite 
Vigorously  and  powerfully  in  their  specific  functions  to 
|yrfiserve  it.  The  priests  and  ministers  of  the  Lord 
Unist  also  stand  between  the  porch  and  the  altar,  and 
4*xert  themselves  '*  before  their  eyes  be^^n  to  ¥fax  dim  that 
fhey  may  not  see,  and  ere  the  lamp  of  God  goeth  out  in 
the  temple  of  the  Lord,  wherb  the  Ark  of  Goi> 
WAS  !••(*) 

We  have  reason  not  only  to  apprehend  the  violation  and 
invasion  of  our  public  sacred  establishments,  by  our 
avowed  enemies,  but  we  must  guard  against  negligence  and 
desertion  in  the  very  posts,  where  watchfulness  and  rcsi^ 
dtncc  are  more  than  ever  required*  I  hope  we  shall  see  no 
new  experiments  in  the  Hierarchy  of  England.  Little  if 
to  be  expected,  at  a  period  like  the  present,  from  the  ^faiiVy^ 
witfaont  the  vigour  and  sj^irit  of  holiness.  An  Archbishop 
or  a  Bishop  in  these  days,  (I  speak  generally  without  any 
particular  reference)  should  do  something  more  than  shake 
ihe  honours  of  his  head*  In  times  like  these,  must  no« 
thing  but  the  damps  of  oblivion,  from  the  brow  of  a  metro- 
politan, be  shed  largely  on  the  provincial  dulness  ?  I  think 
not*  We  should  see  high  exertions  of  the  mind  in  high 
and  hallowed  places.  Where  learning,  influence,  discretion, 
wxA  authority  are  united,  and  in  action,  much  may  yet  be 
accomplished. 

In  the  licentiousness  of  the  age,  the  lowest  Minister  of 
{he  Churcb  has  much  to  dischai^e.    'Piere  is  encourage* 

R  sneni 

(^)  Sam«  b.  I.  c«  %•  t»  ;• 
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inent  to  do  so.  I  think  there  is  stilt  a  general  dispotiuiMr 
among  us,  to  attend  to  the  words*  the  writings^  and  the 
example  of  conscientious,  and  well-instructed  Divinesy 
who  are  an  honour  and  a  support  to  their  country.  There 
is  also,  and  there  should  be  now  more  than  ever,  an  honest 
indignation  against  all  those  who  neglect,  violate,  or 
prostitute  the  great  office.  Surely  there  is  no  asperity  in 
observing  generally^  that  trifling  amusemenu,  improper- 
places,,  light  and  frivolous  reading,  continual  field-spoiti, 
and  the  perpetual  dissipation  of  high- viced  cities,  are  not 
the  immediate  business  of  a  Clergyman  :  they  absoluteff 
innfit  him  for  his  profession* 

Say,  if  such  honours  bloom  around  his  head. 
Shall  he  sit  sadly  by  the  sick  man's  bed 
To  raise  the  hope  he  feels  not,  and  with  zeal 
To  combat  fears,  which  e'en  the  pious  feel  ? 

If  we  proceed  to  the  supreme  dignities  of  the  Hierarchy, 
we  shall  find  there  is  much  of  duty  in  the  sacred  office. 
Augustine  said  long  ago,  (a)  '*  Episcopatus  non  est  aiti* 
••  ficium  transigendae  vitae,''     I  remember  once  when  I 
pointed  out  a  sentence  on  a  similar  subject  from  Eosebior 
to  A  MAN,  who  is  now  an  honour  to  a  most  important 
function,  his  heart  seemed  to  bum  within  him.     I  was  not 
surprised.    To  men  of  high  and  consecrated  intellects^  wh9 
are  capable  of  receiving  the  sublimity  of  the  doctrine,  it 
must  appear  second  to  none  they  ever  read  or  felt,  fbc 
its  hallowed  dignity  and  the  splendour  of  the  diaion.    To 
such  I  again  present  it.  {b)    Much  may  be  yet  Reeled  bf 

<«)  Aiigynin*  Eptst.  5l« 
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!he  sacred  Consistory  for  the  public  good,  through  e^db( 
[radation  of  the  Ministry.  ;  ^  *  , 

I  ani  indeed  earnest  and  vehement  iti  my  desire  and' 
rkideavour,  that  all  persons  of  literature  and  good  sense, 
und  lovers  of  their  country,  should  be  convinced  to  wfiat 
nd  .we  may  at  last  be  conducted,  if  we  are  not  aware  of  our 
langer.  When  I  consider  the  future  condition  of  Europe  > 
inder  the  revolutionary  tyranny  of  France,  in*principl^, 
norals,  and  government,  I  muse  upon  the  awful  strain  o^ 
he  Florentine  poet : 

Si  trapassammo  per  sozza  mistura 

Dell  'ombre  e  della  pioggia,  a  passi  lenti| 

Toccando  un  poco  la  vitafutura !  (r) 

The  objects    of    public   regret   and   offence   are  n(i» 
o-  numerous  and  so   complicated,    that    all    the    milder . 
►ffices     of    the    Muse    have    lost    their    influence    an4 
ttraction.     It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  scarce  a  subject 

iiK 

-    -    ^  —  -     ■  -  —  ■  ■      -     -—  ■ 

*  61;  a^avov  /bb£TEyiQvs7/xEyoi,  okk  r%ns  0€O<,  rev  t«v  9aYton  c^po/rft 
^  Ciov*  i^ep  rn  leavrof  y^ws  Upoffjovoi  roj  eiri  varrcjn  ®iat,  A'vy^^^ 
'  ita^zcrti  KBxa6apfjt,emSf  op6ois  ioyfjiMrn  aXviB^f  wnSewf^  luu  roic 
xar*  apcTW  epyot^  ts  kai  Xoyoiy,  oif  to  ®eu>v  e^iX6H/(A€voi,  r»iif 
w<p  a^cjy  ai/roiv,  itai  roin  c^ktiv  hiur/zvan  a7roi^A»<rii^ 
*ef«$yi*v.'*  Euseb.  Demonstrat.  Evang.  lib.  i.  sect.  8* 
^en  I  read  such  passages  as  these,  and  think  of  the  state  oE 
e  world,  and  it's  transitory  glories,  it  is  difficult  not  to  feel 
^  words  of  Erasmus  in  one  of  bis  Epistles  |  *<  Saltern  darctuji 
ia  lacrii  litcris  tranquille  consenescere!'' 

{c)  Dante  Inf.  Cant.  6,  ^ 
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in  literature  can  be  interesting  without  the  science  aflj 
matter  of  politics,  which  give  a  colour  to  our  very 
tkoughts;  (/)    We  are  borne  down, with  a  force  not  to  be 

resisted 

(f)  ^  Qiiibus  9ccufiatus  et  •hsessu$  animi»  quantuhim  locf 
*<  bonis  artibMsrelinqutt!"  Dialog,  de  Oratoribus,  Q.wqi\ 
eannot  resist  giving  an  opinion  at  tU$  time.  (July  179  7.) 

My  prime  objection  to  any  proposed  Ministry  of  Mr.  Fox  tod 
his  adherents  is  this :  I  believe  their  principles  wc^  tf>9  fnfinUrbn 
the  good,  the  safety,  or  perhaps  for  the  existence,  of  this  corn- 
try,  under  it's  present  constitution.  I  believe,  that  their  design 
as  to  throw  such  a  weight  of  power  into  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  hy  meani  of  a  Reform^  as  would  ultimately  mould  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  not  merely  into  a  resemblance,  but  into 
the  actual  form  and  relative  power  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hafl- 
dredy  and  the  Council  of  Ancients.  I  am  also  of  opinioni  that 
the  authority  and  influc;^ce  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Briuin 
would  be  reduced  far  below  that  whiqh  is  lodged  at  present  ia 
the  Executive  Directory  of  France,  (a)  1  think^  the  proposed 
Reforms  kad^  beyond  a  controversy,  to  this  hme, 

I  conceive,  that  a  great  Personage,  in  the  case  of  a  changeof 
Mr*  Pitt's  Ministry,  must  be  apprehensive,  /#  «;^mpi  be  h  to  be 
delivered,  and  f  what  he  may  be  reduced.  The  fridectt' 
statesman's  understanding,  like  Mr.  Fox's,  in  the  plenitude  of 
dignity,  will  overbear  ail  ideas  of  a  balance  of  power  in  tbs 
orders  of  the  state,  and  of  the  safety  of  the  country,  upon  it's 
ancient  principles.  He  has  declared  his  opinion ; .  he  must  not 
recede.  All  wiil  be  sacrificed  to  thai  ptide  in  a.  nooment  of  ' 
phrenzy. 

The  examples  of  every  state,  nation,  and  cityi  subdued.  b]F 
French  arms,  French  principlof,  and  French  treachery,.are  to  be 
weighed  well,  as  an  awful  warning  in  this  kingdom,  which  a)Sf  ' 
jist  be  preserved.    The  encroachments  of  such  a  statesman,  M  Mu 
fox,  (paramount  as  be  is  in  ability  and  in  political  eloquence 

pcrbapi 
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^ed,  wlien  our  very  existence,  as  a  natioHi  under  our  aa« 

cientj^ 

haps  beyond  any  man)  are  to  be  watched  and  resisted  by  all 
9  think  soberly,  and  are  independent  of  party.  Yet»  in  my  opt« 
n,  Mr.  Fox  neither  could,  nor  would,  sausfy  the  raving 
I  tyrannical  ideas  of  Home  Tooke  and  the  French  crew* 
ey  would  make  use  of  him  to  a  certain  point,  tbiu  declare 
n  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  shortly  conduct  him  to  the 
fFold.    '*  Corpora  lentc  augescunt,  cito  extinguuntur^*  (a) 
le  security  of  property,  phblic  and  private,  is  shaken  by  the 
>posed  system,  and  a  Revolution  (which  we  never  yet  have 
own  but  in  mere  name)  might  then  be  at  hand.    For  what 
a  THE  RevoLUTioK  in  i6i8,  but  the  preservation  and  so- 
nn  recognition  of  the  Hereditafy  Monarchy  of  this  Realm,  and 
all  its  ancient  laws  and  government  ?  These  are  ihe  Revohiiiok 
incifiUst  which  Britons  are  called  upon  to  maintain  unshaken^ 
altered,  and  unimpaired, 

A  government  which  once  relaxes,  is  not  easily  ncalled  to  the 
^our  of  it's  ancient  principles.  We  have  among  os  statesmen 
determined  and  of  true  patriotism,  and  this  final  misery  may 
t  be  prevented.  We  have  a  King,  who  has  courage,  virtue, 
id  firmness.  Of  his  Minister,  the  Right  Hon.  Wm.  Fitr,  I 
Lve  given  my  opinion  often  in  another  place :  I  have  not  aU 
red  my  sentiments. 

I  certainly  cannot  say  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ith  the  great  Satirist  under  Louii^  the  14th, 

•*  Que  ma  viie.4  Colbert  inspiroit  rallcgresse."(3) 
speak,  and  I  have  spoken ,  most  impartially  of  Ma.  Pitt* 
am  neither  for  a  proscription  of  any  political  talents,  nor  for 
1  hereditary  claim  to  the  public  office  of  Prime  Minister; 
ut  if  the  principles  of  any  statesman  are  such,  as  to  induce  a 
>al  and  effectual  change  in  the  government,  that  statesman  should 
ot  be  admitted  to  rule.    If  the  ancient  and  established  prin* 

R  3  ciples 

(tf)  Tacit.  Agric,  ap.  init.  (il)  BoileaU|  Ep.  lo. 


«ient  laws,  and  constitution,  and  establishments,  has  beSi 
rendered  dubious, 

I  would 


tiplet  of  the  English  constitution  are  maintained,  a  Prime 
]VIinister  may  conduct  public  a ffnirs,  even  with  a  nned{ocrit)r 
of  talents.  It  is  neither  Mr.  Pitt,  nor  Lord  Lansdown,  nor 
Mr.  Fox,  nor  Afr.  Grey^  who  arc  necessary  to  the  function. 
But,  by  the  disastrous  consent  of  the  whole  nation  and  it^s 
Parliament,  thinking  rightly,  proposing  soundly,  and  meaoii)( 
Jionestly,  are  nothing  without  swzakimg  well* 

Let  mc  add  a  word  or  two  on  a  subject  not  quite  foreign  tQ 
this  note.  The  example  of  a  very  learned  and,  in  nay  opinioog' ' 
pf  a  very  virtuous  and  honourably  man,  to  whom  thecoontfj 
Is  under  much  obligation,  Mr.  Reeves,  will  deter  any  man 
from  volunteer  effusions  in  favour  of  any  Minister.  It  wooM 
not  be  amiss,  to  be  sure,  if  Mr.  R.  or  any  other  writer.  wovU 
read  Aristotle  and  Quintilian  on  tropes  and  metaphors,  before 
lie  adorns  his  native  language  with  all  the  richness  of  imagery, 
«nd  exerts  the  command,  which  nature  gives  him,  overtbe 
Ipgures  of  speech.  Trunco^  non  frondibus,  effi^it  itmbnnfi.  FoT 
my  own  part,  when  his  pamphlet,  *•  The  Thoughts  on  the 
**  English  Government,*'  was  published,  I  never  felt  more 
indignation  than  when  I  saw  this  gentleman  ungeneromsly  aad 
shamefully  abandoned,  and  given  up  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  H#  of 
Commons  to  the  malice  of  his  avowed  enemies,  and  to  a  crimi- 
nal prosecution  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  He  wassoi 
Jemnly  acquitted  of  any  libellous  intentions;  but  his  language 
was  imprudent :  he  fell  a  victim  ip  metaphorical  luxuriance 
and  itate-botany.  {a) 

If 

(a)  See  '^  Thoughts  on  the  English  Government,"  p.  \%  an4 
13,  for  Mr.  Reeves*s  Simile  of  the  Constitutional  Tree  and  it'( 
Siancb^s. 


C    ^3    1 

«  I  would   psffticularly  recommend  the  lerioui   peruial 

of  the  account  given  by  Thucydides  of  the  democratic 
sedition  in  Corcyra.  The  reader  would  be  convincedf 
that  the  same  peculiarities  mark  all  popular  seditions  an4 
insurrections,  the  same  pretexts,  and  the  same  motives.  TKs. 
insurgents  declare  the  friends  of  the  lawful  and  established, 
government  enemies  to  the  popular  representation  and  in- 
terests. Some  of  these  insurgents  have  private  enmitie$ 
to  revenge,  and  others  have  debts  to  cancel*  Death  is  the. 
imiversal  solvent.  {Jf)  The  historian  observes,  that  they 
held  forth  either  the  specious  ofier  of  greater  equality  of 
power  among  the  citizens^  or  a  more  temperate  form  of  aris-m 
tacracy^  or  some  state  expedient  varying  with  the  hour; 
but  each  leader  in  reality  had  his  own  private  views  oE 

ambition. 


It  nras  the  deep  and  important  observation  of  Aristode; 
E«/  §Jiera^opsiy  scnv  sv  ©iupgtv.  See  also  the  tenth  chapter  of 
AristotJe's  Rhetoric,  book  3.  which  I  recommend  to  all  poli* 
tical  writers  and  speakers ;  De  Urhanis  Metaphoris,  or  vsfu  rm 
«rTsiA;v,  xa«  rm  ivioKif^wirm.  Those  great  critics,  Messrs 
Fox  and  Sheridan,  differed  however  essentially  from  Aristotio 
in  this  point,  in  their  Commentaries  read  publicly  in  the  H.  of 
C.  on  this  text :  Twv  Mera^pA/v  Et/Soxi/xiKri  pu»\i(rra  ii  xarg^ 
mye^oyMv.  (^)     ( 1 797.) 

(ff)  Hear  the  great  Historian :  Tw  ptsv  oiriav  nct^^wr%9 
Twr  Tov  A*}/xoy  xaraXvHOi^.    Avsfiavov  rms  iJia«  «x^P«^  Inxm^ 

L.3.  Sect.  8  k 

(/)  Arist«  Rbet.  L.  3.  c.  10.  sect*  3. 


i:  ^4  1 

Mihitkn,  or  powbr,  or  ricbe«,  but  lecommo^ed  bii 
qpoedies  to  the  prevailing  humour  of  ^c  day.  (g) 

"This,  as  we  all  know,  has  been  transacted  step  by  step 
cpon  a  great  and  tremendous  scale  in  France.  The  ItaHas 
and  Belgian  states  are  following  them  with  headstrong 
and  infuriate  revolution.  We  have  indeed  more  to 
f RESERVE  THAN  ANY  OTHER  CoUNTRY  Under  heaveh; 
and  ,we  may,  by  wise  regulations,  hereafter  restore  evcft 
the  finances  of  the  state.  We  must  never  forget  that  the 
stability  of  our  present  Constitution  is  the  sole  stability' 
of  all  property,  public  and  private,  I  speak  from 
awful  and  trembling  conviction.    Our    Ruin    can   Bl 

EFFECTED     BY     POLITICAL    ReFORM     ALONE:     and  OUT 

Enemies  at  home,  and  in  France,  know  that  I  spe>k 
the  truth.  We  in  Great  Britain,  who  are  yet  in  a  con- 
dition to  preserve  ourselves,  see  and  read  and  feel  these 
things.  The  grant  of  one  demand  leads  necessarily  to  ano« 
ther,  when  any  material  alteration  in  a  state  or  govern* 
ment  is  conceded.  If  the  second  is  refused  after  the  fim 
has  been  granted,  we  arc  then  told,  that  there  is  a  want  of  con* 
sistence  in  the  plan,  and  that  it  were  more  adviseable  to  havt 
kept  the  state  as  it  was,  than  to  admit  oiily  a  partial  refomu 

Wq 

(^)  Hear  Thucydides  again  in  his  own  language.    Oi  d 

TOij  vokEffiv  Trpocravns  imt*  ovopuxro;  ixacrrw  it/BfsvSf^  wXufttf 
Jcoyopu^  TToXtrociQ^,  xai  AptcroxpariM  c^pcnfos  Tf oryifitf &  t^ 
|Asv  Kwvfl^  Xcyej  6spavBvwr£f    aQXa   ettoibvto,    vavn  h   rpot^ 

TToKn    ^vfA/popSf  TcponOByre^t  ss  is  to   Ixarepoi;  vh  a,iu  fiw0 

XTa;pbEVoi  TO  xpaxivt^  Iroi/xoi  Ti^rw  'sw  avrai»  fiXoyfiiXMV  sfA^ 
vaiAorXayoi*    L.  3^  Sect.  8fl«  a 
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.  We  surely  rfniot  be  said  to  be  duped  ^jy^fcoU^^j 
Heformers,  wkhout  warning  from  history  and  from.,ex<v 
perience.  The  constitutional  statesmen  of  Great  Britain 
CMHiot  new  be  ignorant  of  the  mature-  of  »  Modem 
Reform  in  any  state  of  Europe.  The  greater  the  diffi« 
tiilty  and  danger,  the  greater  the  fury  of  the  Revolutionists. 
Pindar  was  a  poet  and  a  statesman;  he  said,  Avfoaixrvi 
SfcjTon  o^npai  $/Myiar* 

A  man  of  a  poetical  mind  either  wanders  into  fjiturity^ 
Qd^  rpcfils  the  images  of  other  times  and  of  other  empires* 
1^  can  sometimes  even  descend  into  the  regions  oi  terrific 
filble»  s^nd  give  to  his  own  country  the  sentiments  and  pas^ 
sisms  of  antiquity;  he  pan  body  forth  contending  parties 
labich  are  no  more,  of  the  virtuous  and  the  valiant,  of  the 
wicked,  the  desperate,  and  the  frantic.  At  such  an  hour  at 
die  present,  and  with  the  objects  which  we  see  and  hear  and 
feel,  with  the  exultation  of  the  bad,  and  the  dejection  oi 
the  good,  and  the  labours  of  great  statesmen  to  preserve 
us  from  ^nal  misery,  can  we  forbear  to  contemplate  the 
picture  drawn  by  that  poet,  whose  only  Muses  were  Caesar. 
and  Brutus,  and  Cato,  and  the  genius  of  expiring  Rome,t 

Tristis  felicibus  umbris 
Vultus  eratl  vidi  Decios,  natumque patremque, 
Lustrales  bellis  animas,  ^^a/^w^u^  Camillimi. 
Abruptis  Catilina  minax  fractisque  catenis 
£xultat,  Mariique  truces  nudique  Cethegi.' 
Vidi  ego  laetantes,  popularia  nomina,  Drusos 
Legibus  immodicos,  ausosque  ingentia  Gn^chos. 
^ternis  chalybum  nodis,  et  carctrt  Ditis 
Constricta plauscre  manus,  camposque  piorum 
pOSCIT  TURBA  NOCENS!  [gg) 

The 

f  Nem.  Od.  t  X.  j-  Lacan.  Pbarsal.  L.  6.  ?•  784. 
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iPhc  present  Poert  was  not  composed  for  a  trivial  pur* 
pose,  nor  without  mature  thought.     It  is  the  frtiit  and  studf 

oi 

riir  1^        m        Ml  1   -  II    ■  -rr      - f -  -      -         -     '      -  '"^"T"* 

(^)  ^n  ^^^  S*"^^^  question  of  a  Reform  in  Parliament  (tte^ 
lo  the  House  of  Commons)  I  certainly  .do  ootmei^  to  ott 
the  Ministerial. ground  figuratively  the  Cam^  Pierum\  butf 
call  the  Constitution  of  England,  and  it's  defenders,  in  or  ovt 
of  Parliament,  by  U^at  name. .  Nor  would  I  by  any  means  rank 
the  gentlemen  of  opposition  with  the  Turha  nocens.  That  twfha 
woceni  are  the  levellers  and  the  partisans  of  democracy  and  rero* 
lotion.  But  the  licence  of  poetry  we  are  told  Is  considerabJe^ 
if  assumed  with  modesty.  The  question  itrelf  has  nothing  to 
do  with  invention,  though,  as  I  think,  much^i£««  is  employed 
in  the  support  of  it.  I  ani  t>f  opinion,  that  in  the  outset  tben 
it  a  fiction,  or  a  deceit. 

We  are  told,  we  must  recur  to  the  mghai.  principle  of  tka 
H.  of  Commons ;  the  principle,  at  I  suppo^e^  on  which  it  wai 
iEbnnded ;  apd  that  principle  is  declared  to  ba  jiofiular  in  tfaa 
mudfru  sense  of  that  word.  In  this  argument  historical  trutfl 
is  not  asserted ;  I  would  maintaiD,  that  it  is  violated ;  it  if 
contrary  to  matter  of  fact.  The  very  origin  of  the  Hotnt 
itself  (the  best  antiquaries  m'iU  tell  you  so)  is  rather  doubtful 
The  more  remote  3^ur  enquiry,  the  greater  the  demonstration 
of  it*s  $riginal  weakness,  nay  (I  say  it  with  grief)  of  it's  polttitad 
insignificance ;  it  was  a  Council,  which  grew  out  of  a  greater 
Council.  I  will  not  insult  my  reader  with  information  on  tfaf 
subject ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  plain  historical  knowledge  that 
it*8  powers,  it*i  functions,  it's  freedom,  a^d  it's  consequeocf 
have  been  z\\ /irognsiivt  to  a  certain  period.  That  period  wsf 
the  Revolution  (as  it  is  foolishly  and  improperly  called)  is 
2688.  At  that  £ra  the  House  of  Commons,  under  tk  Old  jmgtp 
Mitained  to  the  consunnnation  of  it's  glory,  and  to  the  fulnessof 
it*^  dignity.  As  I  here  speak  of  the  original  principle^  I  ha«a 
nothing  to  do  with  the  subsequent  corruptions. 
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1»f  an   independent  and  disinterested  life,  passed  without 

the 

I  must  own,  I  do  not  wish  for  the  famous  Roman  plate  of 
brass;  I  am  for  no  unqualified  Lex  Regia.*    Let  it  i^t  in  the 
Capitoline  Museum,  that  splendid  effort  of  Michael  Angelo.    I 
abhor  abject  servility  and  all  it's  monuments ;  and  I  never  wished, 
I  am  sure  I  do  not.  now  wish,  to  see  any  Senate  divest  itself  of 
^  power.    I  would  net  see  a  Vespasian  in  any  country  make 
and  repeal  laws,  or  exercise  unlimited  authority,  without  th« 
advice  and  consent  of  a  well  constituted  Senate. 
Aspice  gfntem, 
Romanosque  tuoj;  poFcas  genus  fW<r  Latinum, 
Non  Byzantinos  proceres,  Graiosque  Quirites! 

I  venerate  the  institution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
would  preserve  it  with  my  life;  but  I  shall  raise  up  no  tree, 
Irank,  or  branches,  for  a  fatal  simile,  like  Mr.  Reeves.  I 
look  for  no  pasture  in  the  fields  of  Ministers  or  of  Booksellers^ 
I  would  not  be  turned  out  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  to 
^raze  on  the  verdant  lawns  of  the  King's  Bench,  (onte  intended 
for  the  Chief  Justice  of  Newfoundland);  nor  would  I  be  re- 
duced to  grub  and  delve  in  Mr.  Pitt's  Straw  jard.  I  neither 
recur  to  Montesquieu  nor  to  Machiavel :  1  want  not  to  be  told 


^  See  a  Dissertation  *'  de  ^Enea  Tabula  Capitolina  Romae^ 
••  1757."  Heineccius  and  Gravina  also  published  this  *'  Lex 
•*  Regia."  It  may  be  read  at  full  length  in  Gruteri  Inscript? 
Antiq.  By  this  Law  the  Roman  Senate,  in  the  most  abject  stile^ 
authorised  Vespasian  to  make  and  repeal  laws,  to  declare  peace 
and  war,  and  to  exercise  every  act  of  an  absolute  sovereign^ 
without  waiting  for  their  consent,  or  even  asking  their  advice* 
This  authority  however  was  not  granted  to  all  the  Emperors  in* 
diflcriminately ;  they  ulected {before  Vespasian)  Augustus,  Tibo 
riuS|  and  Clavdivs*    I  leave  the  reader  to  his  own  reflections^ 
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ibe  incumbrance  of  a  profession^  or  llie  embanassmenl  o( 

business. 


by  the  forger,  that  <*  f«r  system  was  found  in  the  woods;"  nor 
to  hear  from  Signer  Machiavel  and  Mr.  Foa»  that  <*  SMes  umf 

Such  wera  tbe  words  of  Machiiirel  cited  by  Mf.  Fox  in  the 
H*  of  C.  on  May  t6, 17971  iri  his  speech  on  the  Reform  of  Psr« 
fiaoicnt.  The  foanders  of  the  French  Republic,  and  the  ^ 
ibunders  of  it  (for  it  has  httnfiunied  three  times  already)  seem 
mhoays  to  have  had  Machiavel's  Discourses  on  Liry  in  thetrviev. 
He  saysy  that  if  mny  power  or  powers,  (printes,  warriors^  or 
demagogues)  take  or  subdue  any  city,  province,  or  reafan^ 
«*  thej^  should  make  mil  things  new  in  the  steae.*  The  words  are 
mrst  particular  :  *^  Fare«fm  cosa  di  nucvo  in  quello  stato,  nclie 
^  Citta  fare  nuovi  governi  con  nuovi  nomi»  con  nuova  aatoriti^ 
**  con  nuovi uomini,fare  i  poveri  ricchi,disfare  delle  vecchieeittjp 
^  cambiare  gli  abitatori  da  ud  luogo  ad  un  altio,  e  in  soidbs, 
*^  non  lasciare  cosa  niuna  intatta,  e  che  non  vi  sia  ne  gradoy  ni 
**  ordinci  ne  stato, ne  richezza,  che  chi  la  tiene  non  la  aicov oscA 
*'  DA  Ts  !"*    The  French  have  religiously  observed  the  advici. 

.  fTe  are  told  in  the  H.  of  C.  by  Mr.  Fox,  that  the  authority  of 
Machiavel  is  great.    In  my  opinion,  all  TTaAVVT  is  vni- 

roKM  IN  it's  MAXIMS*  But  tht  Signori^  Machiavel  and  FoS| 
still  tell  us,  that  ^<  States  may  grow  out  of  shape.'*  Foif  myovs 
part  indeed,  I  would  rather  find  a  system  in  the  woods,  thsn 
in  modern  France;  and  I  do  not  look  for  a  new  politicsl 
Dancing  Master,  every  time  ther^  is  a  twist  in  the  body. 

To  hear  Mr.  Fox,  as  I  perpetually  do  in  the  House,  one  woaU 
really  think  he  was  a  rival  toVestris  or  Didelot*  He  has  been  loot 
trying  his  art,  and  giving  lessons  to  Mr.  Pitt  gratis.  That  Ki|U 
Honourable  Gentleman's  gait  however  still  continues  as  aak* 
ward  and  stiff  as  usual ;  he  will  not  bend.  A  graceful  bow  is  not 

*  Machiavel.  Discorsi.  Lib*  x.  Cap.  6. 
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tmsiness.    It  was  not  intended  merely  to  raise  a  stnile  af 

folly 

his  ambition,  and  Mr.  Fox  dances  before  him  every  day  without 
the  least  eifect*  Mft  Fox^  I  beheve,  is  of  the  optoion  and  prin* 
ctple  of  Monsieur  Marcel,  the  famous  dancing  master  in  Queen 
Anne's  reign,  who  said,  when  the  Earl  of  Oxford  was  made 
Prime  Minister,  *'  He  was  surprised,  and  could  not  tell  what 
'*  the  Queen  could  see  in  htm,  for  his  own  part  ke  never  cmld 
**  m^ike  any  thing  tf  him^^^  To  be  sure  Mr.  Pitt  i«  every  day 
"fXdx,^^  between  the  DANCit(G  master  and  his  man,  but  he 
has  not  yet  learned  grace  from  Mr,  Fox^  nor  wit  from  Mr. 
Sheridan* 

Indeed  I  have  been  informed  that  the  three  celebrated  Dancers 
and  Ballet  masters,  Messrs.  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  Grey,  are  pre- 
paring a  new  Serious  Divertissement,  or  Pas  dc  Trois,  with  new 
scenes,  dresses  and  decorations,  called,  *'  Le  Directoirb 
•' ExECuriF."  If  it  can  be  ^/7/«^  lime  enough,  It  will  be  brought 
forward  this  season;  but  as  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  re-inforce- 
ment  of  the  troop  from  Paris,  it  is  feaVed  the  old  dance  must 
continue  to  the  end  of  this  season,  June  1797.  It  is  proposed 
that  light  should  be  thrown  on  the  stage  in  a  quite  new  manner; 
but  the  Ballet-Masters  will  suffer  no  persons  to  be  on  the  stage, 
or  to  view  the  machinery  behind  the  scenes.  Lord  Galloway 
and  Lady  Mary  Duncan  have  expressed  their  approbation  oiP 
this  rule,  so  much  for  the  interest  of  the  Grand  Opera  ; 
though  the  noble  Earl  is  contented  with  the  pres  mt  Grand  Ballet^ 
Master.     (June  1797O 

•  On  A  kindred  topic  I  would  observe  to  the  classical  reader, 
amother  singular  circumstance  in  ancient  timet ;  it  is  from  the 
Soman  State.  Since  we  have  been  all  arming  at  home  witli 
alacrity  and  prudence,  and  (what  is  consequent  to  that)  with 
efect^  agaihst  our  inveterate  and  implacable  Enemy ;  and  as  the 
oilitia  laws  have  been  extendcdi  it  is  curious^tocall  to  mind  the 

cmpliatio 


folly  or   conceit;    but  it    was  written  with  indignatidn 

'against 


emphatic  ciause  in  the  antient  Roman  Jaw  concerning  th 
exemption  of  particular  persons  from  military  service,  called 
•*  De  Vacationb,"  as  learned  Civilian»  well  know.  The 
clause  is  this:  **  Nibi  Bbllum  Gallicuic  exoriatur;"  la 
which  case  not  even' the  Priests  were  exempted*  I  will 
illustrate  this  law  from   Plutarch  and  Cicero. 

Plutarch  has  this  singular  remark  in  the  life  of  Marcellus! 

iyuopoj  KOLt  Trpoo-oixo;  'xiKzyi.u  cvvoKTOfjLsynf^  xai  ro  iraXoMi 
M%iCijyM  rm  T%\%roj\'  (i.  c.  the  Gauls  or  French)  wf  ptoXiffWf 
Pa;/xaiot  SEiccti  Soxuo-iv,  are  Siq  xai  ttjv  IloXiy  i^*  eunni 
«vo?aXovr£5-,  E^  EXEivu  Se  GsiMsvot  No/xov^  aTsXEi;  enm 
iTTfiarsias  ths  IfipEas*,  vXtjv  Ei  /xiq  FaXaTiXOf  vaXiv  greXfei 
TIoXe/xos'.  EiSiQXtt  $6  xai  Tov  (poCov  a<;ran>  ^  rs  TIcipaaxBvn' 
Mvqiaief  yap  ev  o^Xoir  ufAoc  rocravrou  VwtMuwy  bte  vpomfof 
#Ti   v(TTspov   yevioSxi   XEyovrai.  (c) 

The  other  illustration  is  from  Cicero  in  his  oration  for  Fon-^ 
leius;  (the  object  of  which  was  to  inculcate,  *^  Gallis  fideot 
**  non  habendam,  homioibus  levibus,  perfidis,  et  in  ipsos  Deofl 
•*  immortalcs  impiis/')  The  words  are  these:  *•  Ut  oportetg 
**  Bello  Gallcco,  ut  majorum  jura  moresque  praescribuntf 
'*  Nemo  £st,  Civis  Romanus,  qui  sibi  ulla  excusatiwe  utenduBl 
%^  putet."  (//) 

We  have  not,  and  I  trust  wc  never  shall  have,  the  same  causi 
for  apprehension  from  the  French  as  the  Romans  had  from  the 
Gauls,  They  never  have  taken  our  city,  and  while  we  art 
true  to  ourselves,  as  we  ntyw  are,  I  trust  they  never  will  or  can 
take  it.  But  the  danger  is,  and  ever  will  be  great,  yrmif /ii^ 
vicinity^    iia  t»}v  yEirviatJiv.      The  words  arc  from  Plutarch} 

Mr. 

(f)  Plut.Vit.  Marcelli,  p.  244.  vol.  a.  edit.  Bryan. 

(^)  Orat.  pro  FonteiO|  Sect,  16,  Cic.  Op.  edit.  Barha% 
Tol.  4.  p.  393. 
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Against  wickedness,  against  the  prostitution  of  superior^ 
talents,  and  the  profane  violence  of  bad  men.  It  was  ia« 
deed  (to  use  (he  poet's  allusion)  poured  forth  as  a  libation 
horn  the  cup  of  Achilles,  consecrated  and  appropriated: 

Oc;rs  tea;  ajrivieaKB  dcA/v,  ore  /xf)  AH  TIarpu 

)t  is  proposed,  in  it's  degree  and  according  to  it's  siibo 
fectf  for  the  defence  of  truth,  and  with  an  honest  wis^h  ta 
uphold  society  and  the  best  interests  of  mankind,  but 
chiefly  those  of  our  own  country.  In  it  there  are  no  ima« 
^nary  subjects.  I  have  raised  no  phantoms  of  absurdity 
jnerely  to  disperse  them;  but  the  words,  the  works,  the 
fentiments,  and  often  the  actions  of  the  authors  are  befoxe 
9IS*  .  It  may  be  known  htrtajttr  from  this  poem,  how  w« 
lurrote  and  thought  in  this  age,  and  not  unfrequently  hoit 
we  conducted  ourselves. 

£xperiar,  quid  sacra  juvent,  an  falsus  Apollo.* 

There  is  one  subjectt  which  I  have  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  the  nation,  which  in  this  respect  seems  to  be 
in  a  state  between  slumber  and  alarm ;  in  the  supinenesi 
*wbich  attends  the  former,  and  with  that  confusion  ta 
ideas  and  measures,  which  too  frequently  accompanies 
terror.  Compassion,  mercy,  self  preservation,  integrity  oC 
principle,  christian  charity,  the  uncertainty  of  the  mortal 
condition,  the  convulsion  of  empires  and  of  states,  have 

all 

^ ■■>..- ■       I..  „,      ,  Nil  I 

Mr,  Burke  has  written  the  commentary,  (d)  Voccm  adyd 
jdignam  templo !    (July  1797.) 

♦  Stat,  1.  10. 
t  See  Dial.  III.   from  v.  81  to  v.  134,  with  the  notei»  firn 
published  in  ilf<z/  i79^« 

(i)  Two  Letters  on  the  Peact ;  (ed«  Biriogtoii  1796,}  p«t  131  lr% 
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•n  and  each  variously  conspired  to  direct  the  measures  of 
our  government,  with  respect  to  the  French  Roman  Ca« 
tholic  Emigrants^  and  in-  particular,  to  the  French  Priests* 
I  have  stated  in  different  «places  my  opinion  on  this  impor* 
tant  subject.  ^ 

I  continue  to  call  aloud  upon  this  country  and  it's 
ministers  to  regard,'  toiik  minuU  circumspection^  THESX 
MEN  AND  THEIR' CAUSE.  (AA)  The  mQSt  reprehensible 
part'  of  Mr.  Burke's  public  conduct  has  been  in  this  pdm^/ 
Great  and  venerable  as  I  hold  him,  in  this  I* praise  him  not* 
I  can  distinguish,  as  well  as  he  can,  those  who  have  foirsito 
successful  wickedness,  and  followed,  what  they  esteemed, 
oppressed  and  exiled  virtue.  But,  as  a  Body,  I  maintain  that 
the  vigilance  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is  erect,  and  oo  the 
tiptoe  of  expectation :  it  is  scarcely  suspended  by  slumberi 

I  speak  also  on  another  account.  There  is  such  a  con* 
nection  between  superstition  and  atheism,  and  their  dlicSi 
croelty  and  tyranny,  that  the  wisest  and  most  experienced 
statesmen  and  moralists  have  declared  it  to  be  indissolubfet^ 
In  their  cause,  they  would  unite  with  any,  even  with  Ja- 
cobin, principles. 

•  Hear  Dr.  Hussey  the  titular  Bisliop  of  Waterford  h 
Ireland  in  his  late  pastoral  Letter,  [i]     **  The  Catholic 

".  Faith 

_^ -^-^ 

{hh)  July  1797. 

(1)  Sec  "  A  Pastoral  Letter  to  the  Catholic  Clergy  of  Wi- 
^'  terford  and  Lismorein  Ireland|  by  the  R.  R. Doctor  Httsscf." 
London,  reprinted  by  P.  Coghlan,  Duke-strcct,  Grosvenof* 
square.  1797.  His  titular  Lordship's  idea  of  **  a  man  of  tme 
liberality  is  this ;  that  he  lives  in  charity,  in  concord^  in  anritfi 
with  all  oticTi  of  cvey  religious  persuasion}  with  wb«m  a 

differescft 
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^  Faith  (i.  e.  the  tenets,    the  doctriiief»  the   f upeMi« 

•*  tionst 

**  diiFereiice  in  religious  ojiinion  makes  n§  differenctt  ift 
•<  sodftl  life,  &c.  &c."  (p.  6.)  Very  liberal  indeed i  thia 
is  the  text.  Bat  his  Lordship,  singaiarly  enough,  has  frefixU 
the  comment.'  See  thi  fnading  page;  the  words  are  theses 
^  Remonstrate'  (says  his  •Lordship)  with  any  parent,  wha 
^  will  be  so  crimnal  as  to  exposi  his  offspring' to  tbon  plant 
^*  if  iducation  (the  Charter  Schools,  &c«  (&e.  as  I  suppose) 
^  where  bis  nUgious  faitb  and  morals  are  likely  to  be  per« 
^  ?erted«  I/bs  'will  not  attond  to  yont  remonstranceSj,  (he  is 
^  speaking  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy)  rtfme  bim  the  parti* 
^  cipation  of  Christ's  body ;  if  he  should  siUl  continue  obstiwaii^ 
^  DBNouNCB  HIM  TO  THB  CnuacH,  in  ordcr  that,  according 
'*  to  Christ's  commandment,  bo  bt  comidtrid  as  a  btatbem  and  a 
^  publican.^*  p.  $.  We  know  the  sense  of  Christ ;  and  we  know 
ibt  semonubieb  tbe  Roman  Catholic  Chukcu  annexes  to  tbesi 
nuords*     Bat  this  is  Liberality  ! ! ! 

Hear  his  tituhr  Lordship  once  more.  Speaking  of  the  Mai 
repeal  of  theFopery  Laws  in  Ireland,  he  ^ams  those  who  pppoto 
'  it,  in  these  terms,  p.  lo.  *'  The  vast  rock  is  already  iitacboi 
^  from  tbe  moantsdn' s  brow^  and  *wboover  opposes  it's  descent 
^*  and  removal,  must  be  crushed  by  his  own  rash  endea4 
•*  vours." 

Is  the  conunon  sense  of  England  and  Ireland  drunk?  Or  if 
it  h^  slept,  will  it  not  now  awake  ?  Can  any  min  say»  that 
the  poUtical  spirit  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  is  extinct, 
that  it  b  dead,  or  that  it  is  dying  ?  This  titular  bishop  warns  us 
plainly  enough.  He  has  rocks  and  mountains  at  command ; 
and  the  powers  of  nature,  in  their  gigantic  admeasurements, 
;ippear  at  his  great  bidding.  In  Ireland  it  'might  be  of  use  to 
discuss  this  Pastoral  Letter  in  toto.  If  I  were  an  Irishman,  I 
would  do  so;  but  tbe  business  in  England  is  yet  different.  Let 
me  add  a  word  qv  two  on  the  general  question* 

S  It 
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''  lions,  the  absurdities,  the  follies,  the  cruelty,  ud  tte 

••  tynnnj. 


It  mty  be  worth  while  at  tUs  periotl,  when  all  estibliihincBti 
are  shaking,  to  consider  frequently,  that  **  a  Rdigioos  Eitt- 
^*  blishment,  under  any  form,  ii  not  the  religion  itself,  batths 
^  mode  of  preserving,  inculcatbg,  and  continuing  the  feligioa.* 
There  b  a  religion  which  may  be  and  is  political,  and  ancdMT 
which  is  real.  I  will  give  a  passage  from  the  admirable  Prdke 
to  the  translation  of  Xenophon's  Cyropaedia,  written  with  pot 
compassof  thought  and  precision  of  argument,  by  a  gentlena 
of  fortune,  family,  erudition,  and  virtue,  iie  Htm.  Mauticl 
Ashley.  I  cannot  refrain  from  observing  with  pleasnre,  dttl 
Lord  Malms  bury  an  J  mjul/mzy  have  a  Mrirr«/ partiaHty  fo 
the  memory  of  that  accomplished  and  well  instructed  gentioaai. 
**  Real  Christianity  (says  he)  is  none  of  these  changeable  oU- 
**  biishments  and  hdman  institutions,  nor  ever  can  be,  haiUmk 
^  up9m  it's  9wnfoet.  Whether  it  be  the  religion  of  the  mob^ 
^*  tude,  and  national  or  not  national,  or  whatever  be  the  Ann 
<*  of  it  in  national  establishments,  //  //  mt/  and  the  smmi  i»  isstft 
^'  firm  and  unalterable,  and  will  undoubtedly  remain  so  n  /it 
**  eml  d/  tht  nxwrU^  whether  owned  or  not  owned  by  any  pnbQp 
**  establishment  indifferently/' (tf) 

I  enter  not  into  the  expedience,  institudon,  and  itladveffi 
eellence  of  religious  establishments  in  this  place.  It  is  not  kfl 
Che  question :  if  it  were,  I  am  not  without  my  sendments,  aoff 
without  words  to  enforce  them.  I  hope  indeed  we  may,  and 
ahall,  still  justify  the  expressions  of  a  great  writer:  ^^  WiVX 
**  separated  from  the  errors,  and  freed  from  the  chuns  of  f  OMaT^ 
^<  without  hnakim^  ettt  int$  a  statf  of  niigtous  mtarclj^*  Bat  I 
give  Mr.  Ashley's  words  as  tf^#«rr«/ observation  to  ^U^SbOnt  who 


(«)  Mr.  Ashley's  Preface^  p.  %\ 
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^  tynmnyi  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  whatever  makes  it 
••  to  diflfer  from  any  other  external  establishment  of  Christ 
**  tianity)  The  Catholic  faith  (says  his  titular  Lordship) 
"  is  suitable  to  all  climesi  and  to  dll  forms  of  government^ 
••  monarchies  or  r^^tf^/tcj,  aristocracies  or  D£MOCracz£S.'* 
(p.  9*)  Right*    Does  his  Lordship  speak  intelligibly  t 

That  which  is  true  of  Christianity  in  itself  and  by  itself 
ulone^  independent  of  an^  establishment  whatsoever,  that  they 
assert  of  their  own  tyrannical  superstition.  They  will  shew 
the  arm,  and  the  swordi  of  heaven  interested  and  active y^ 
ihem.  They  will  tell  you  whenever  they  have  the  power, 
(or  even  the  probability  of  attaining  that  power)  that  their 
cause  alone  is  from  above.  They  separate  their  spiritual 
rulers  from  the  temporal  governors  of  the  state,  and 
assert  the  superior  dignity  and  paramount  authority  of  th« 
former;  and  this  they  thunder  in  the  ears  of  an  armed  soU 
diery.  They  tell  you,  that  the  opposcrs  of  the  Romati 
Catholic  cause  are  sacrilegious  in  the  eye  of  heaven;  and 

that 


esteem  the  downfall  of  such  an  establishment,  as  Poptry^  to  be  the 
downfall  of  the  Chriitian  religion,  than  which  no  opinion  can 
be  more  mtfeended.  To  the  Roman  Catholic  systtm  of  religion^ 
whether  in  it'is  vigour  and  plenitude  of  power,  or  in  it^s  struggUs 
Jw  rtvrvtJ^  the  words  of  the  poet  may  be  applied  figuratively^ 
Milliterally: 

In  sum  templz/uritf  nuUAqae  exire  vetante 
Materia  magnamqoe  eaJms  magnamque  n^irtms 
Dm  stragem  Isxi,  sPAasosqps  eecollioit  ignss.^ 

*  Lacan,  L,  i» 
S  a 
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that  upon  thenii  in  a  mass,  the  great  stoke  will  lallanl 
grind*  them  to  powder. 

I  know  the  state  of  Ireland,  (b)  and  the  declarations  of 
the  titular  bishops  in  that  country.  But  that  subject  is  not 
properly  mine,  though  it  is  intimately  connected  with  it. 
All  I  have  to  do  is  to  shew,  (and  I  think  I  have  shewn  it 
to  all  who  will  attend,)  that  "  the  Spirit  of  the  Roman 
•*  Catholic  [c)  System  is  yet  unaltered.'*    In  England  the 

French 


{h)  There  Is  something  peculiarly  uwgrattful  in  the  conduct  of 
this  titular  Bishop  of  Waterford.  Particular  attention  has  been 
paid  to  Dr.  Hussey  by  the  adminiitration  of  Ireland,  as  Loni 
Camden  knows.  But  in  this  coantry  I  should  hardly  be  undav 
atood,  if  I  were  to  enumerate  the  particulars  wincb  I  kmvt*  I 
have  spoken  in  terms  very  moderate  indeed  of  this  Pastoral 
Letter,  unJer  the  circmmstaucis  of  it's  publication.  My  reprehen- 
sion has  been  confined  /«  tbi  spirit  rfit.  It  will  be  perceived  bj 
iom§  persons,  that  I  write  Sinreroicn. 

Talibus  ex  adyto  dictis  Cumaa  Sibylla 
Horrendas  canit  ambages,  antroque  remugit 
Ohscuris  *uera  invohens  !  ( '  79  7 •) 

[e)  For  the  spirit  of  system  in  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
highest  abilities  and  learning,  let  us  refer  to  the  great  and  eloquest 
BossuET,  in  his  oration  on  the  death  of  the  Duchess  of  OrleanSt 
on  the  2 1  St  of  Aagast  1670.  Speaking  of  Henrietti  iAmgUterf9% 
he  declares  that  God  overthrew  the  monarchy  of  England  under 
Cromwell,  to  restore  her  to  the  bosom  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  ;  which  he  calls  **  Les  merveilles  que  Diev  a  faites  poor 
'*  le  salut  etemel  de  Henriette  d'Angleterre !  Pour  la  dokkbs 
•*  A  l'Eglise,  il afallu  renvener  tout  un  grand  Royaume.  Si  Ici 
**  loix  d^rEtat  s'opposcnt  a  son  salut  ctcrncli  Dieu  ehanlirs  taMi 
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French  Priests,  in  a  body,  have  been  chased  from  the 
King's  Castle  at  Winchester :  but  our  government  has  yet  a 
sacred  fortress  or  two  at  Reading  and  Shene«  and  in  York- 
shire:  and  it  appears  that  a  sum  of  One  Hundred  and 
Forty  Thousand  Pounds  (A)  has  been  issued  for  the 
use  of  the  French  Emigrants,  sacred  and  profane^  in  the 
course  of  the  year  1796.  This  is  ratified  by  the  vote 
of  Parliament.  On  this  particular  topic  I  shall  say  nothing 
further  in  this  place. 

All  which  I  have  written  on  this  great  subject  is  in  the 
spirit  of  mercy,  humanity,  toleration,  and  true  Christianity, 

consistent 

*'  VEtat  pour  Faffranchir  de  ces  ioixP*  But  he  adds  a  sublime 
apostrophe,  remarkable  and  awful.  **  Me  permettez  voos,  O 
*^  Seigneur,  Penvistger  en  tremblant,  vos  saints  et  redoatables 
^<  conseils  ?  Est  et  que  les  terns  de  confusion  ne  sent  par  encor  accent* 
*<  plisP**  The  successors  of  the  Bishop  of  Meanx,  have  found 
indeed  that  those  times  were  not  accomplished. 

He  then  wishes  for  the  convenien  ef  England  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith^  of  which  the  disposition  of  Charles  the  Second  and 
his  Brother  gave  him  some  hope.  '^  Nous  souhaitons  prinetpah 
^'  ment^  que  V  Aug  let  BKXE^trep  Hire  dans  sa  croyance^trop  lieentiesui 
*'  dans  set  sentimens^  soit  enciainie  comme  nous  de  eet  Uenbeureuse 
'<  liens  (i.  e.  de  laFoi  Catholique)  qui  empechent  Torgaeil  hu- 
*<  main  de  s'egarer  dans  ses  pensfcs,  en  ia  eaptivant  sens  Pantmti 
<<  du  Saint  Esprit  et  db  l'Eglisk."  I  forbear  any  further  re* 
marks.  See  Recaeil  des  Oraisons  Funebres  de  Bossuet.  edit, 
farifi,  1762.  i2mo,  p.9X  et  93, 

(i)  On  the  21st  Dec.  1796,  ''  The  House  of  Commons  in  t 
^^  Committee  of  Supply,  among  other  sums,  voted  a  sum  of 
«<  X  40,0001.  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  clergy  and  laity  of 
•«  France/* 

S  $ 
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eonsistent  witli  the  principles  of  an  English  Protestant, 
and  with  that  rational  and  guarded  love  to  my  Country 
vhich  I  am  bound,  according  to  my  ability,  to  warn,  to 
vindicate,  and  to  defend. 

Such  are  my  serious  and  solemn  meditations,  such  are  tho 
extended  views  before  me»  amid  the  volumes  of  bards,  and 
^ages,  and  Iiistorians,  the  venerable  and  instructive  records 
of  times  which  are  no  more,  as  I  sit  apart  from  the  world  ia 
filence  and  in  solitude ;  or  in  the  language  of  the  Poet, 

©fiiOTAm  xopv^  voXvieipxio^   OuXvfMTOiO, 

The  subjects  of  this  poem  have  been  from  necesiitf 
various  and  numerous,  far  beyond  my  original  conceptiooit 
But  a  mighty  and  majestic  river,  in  its  course  through  9 
diversity  of  countries,  not  only  winds  and  murmun  ia 
the  vallies,  but  contends  and  foams  among  rocks,  ao4 
precipices,  and  the  confluence  of  torrents.  Shall  its  tendency 
is  to  the  ocean,  to  which  its  pays  it  last  tribute,  and  ii  ' 
finally  lost  in  that  immensity.  In  Literature  the  mind 
resembles  such  a  course.  All  its  exertions  may  be  turned 
into  one  grand  and  general  direction* 

The  mind,  if  well  regulated,  remembers  from  whence  il 
came,  and  feels  that  all  its  powers  and  faculties  are  but  mini« 
itteriaL  I  think  it  is  somewhere  expressed  in  the  concise  sub* 
limity  of  Plato,  Dpo;  to  aVS*oy  eCxsve? .     Under  the  influence 
and  persuasion  of  this  great  and  master  principle,  the  mind 
so  prepared,   whether,  serious,    or  gay,  or  thoughtful,  or 
sprightly,   or  even   fantastic   in  its  humour,  is   still   per« 
forming  its  proper  office.    Philosophy  and  criticism  can* 
iK)t  reach  some  subjects,  which  sap  the  foundation  an4 

»upp9^ 


iuf^rt  of  welUbeing.  Playfulness,  ridicule,  wit,  and 
kimour,  are  the  auxiliaries  and  light-armed  forces  of  truth ; 
and  their  power,  in  deuchments,  is  equally  felt  with  the 
main  strength  of  the  hody. 

There  is  one  description  and  set  of  men,  to  whom 
more  than  common  reprehension  is  due;  and  who  cannot 
be  held  up  too  frequently  to  the  public  scorn  and  abhor* 
rence.  I  mean  the  modern  philosophers  of  the  French 
tptem.  Mr.  Burke  has  thundered  upon  them,  and  his 
lightning  shone  through  their  darkest  recesses.  <*  Th« 
**  sudden  blaze  far  round  illumined  Hell/'  This  mon* 
strous  compound  of  the  vanity  and  weakness  of  the 
intellect,  and  the  fury  of  the  passions  in  some  of  them, 
ibis  **  facinus  majoris  abollae,"  should  be  exposed  with 
the  full  strength  of  argument  and  of  reason,  and  with 
occasional  ridicule,  to  the  English  nation  in  every  point 
of  view. 

In  otI\er  philosophers  of  this  system,  there  is  a  calmness 
and  composure  in  their  mental  operations,  more  savage 
than  the  violence  of  the  former.  Their  subject  is  the 
iiving  man.  Before  them  he  is  delivered,  bound  hand  and 
foot.  On  him  their  experiments  are  to  be  tried ;  and  when 
his  whole  composition,  moral  and  political,  is  either  racked, 
or  disjointed,  or  the  minuter  parts  of  it  laid  bare  to  the 
eye,  and  the  very  circulation  of  the  fluids,  as  it  were, 
shewn  in  the  agonizing  subject;  this  they  savagely  call« 
studying  and  improving  human  nature  by  the  new  light. 
But  I  will  not  proceed  on  this  subject.  Great  and  vene* 
rable  is  the  name  and  influence  of  the  true  philosophy* 
The  word  may  be  disgraced  for  a  season,  but  the  love  of 
wisdom  n^ist  always  command  respect.    When  we  com^ 

S  4  part 


[  aSo  ] 
^are  these  modern  philosophers  of  antiquity,  and  in  par^ 
titular  those  of  the  Stoic  sect,  who  were  ignorant  of  it,  the 
difference,  to  say  no  more,  is  indeed  striking.  What  were 
Socrates,  and  Plato,  and  Epictetus,  and  Cicero,  and  Anto* 
jiinus!  Before  such  lights,  shining  in  the  darkness  ani 
gloom  of  the  heathen  firmament, 

Conditur  omne 
Stellarum  vulgus,yw^2MM/  sine  nomine  Signa.Cd J  . 

As  I  am  speaking  of  Philosophy,  I  may  be  excused  if  I 
eay  a  few  words  concerning  that  language,  in  which  it's  power 
has  been  most  conspicuous.  I  see  no  more  pedantry  in  the' 
knowledge  and  study  of  the  Greet  tongue,  than  of  the 
Trench  or  the  German.  But  when  I  consider  that  every 
subject  in  philosophy,  in  history,  in  oratory,  and  in  poetry, 
whatever  can  dignify  or  embellish  human  society  in  it's 
most  cultivated  (late,  has  there  found  the  highest  authors; 
that  the  principles  of  composition  are  better  taught,  and  more 
fully  exemplified  in  that  language  than  in  any  other;  that 
the  Greek  writers  are  the  universal  legislators  in  taste» 
criticism,  and  just  composition,  from  whom  there  is  no 
appeal,  and  who  will  be  found  unerring  directors ;  I  would 
Vith  a  peculiar  emphasis  and  earnestness  request  young 
men  of  fortune,  ability,  and  polished  education,  not  to  cast 
off  the  study  of  the  Greek  writers,  when  they  leave  school» 
or  the  university.  A  few  hours  devoted  to  this  study  ia 
every  week  will  preserve  and  improve  their  knowledge.  It 
will  animate  the  whole  mass  of  their  learning ;  it  will  give 
colour  to  their  thoughts  and  precision  to  their  expressions. 
There  is  no  necessity  either  to  cite,  or  to  speak  Greek;  but 
the  constant  perusal  of  the  historians,  philosophers^  orators. 

.  (^  Manih  Astron,  L.  i«  v*479« 


oett  vriil  be  felt  and  percdved.  In  pariiament  ani 
!  bar  it  would  be  most  conspicuous,  (a)  They  vrha 
ise  will  secretly  attend  to  this  recommendation,  which 
be  disinterested,  and  proceeds  from  long  experi- 

regard  to  the  manner  and  the  plan  of  this  Poem  on  the 

L.    I  have  something  to  say»  but  my  respect  to  the 

'  prevents  me  from  saying  much.     It  aspires  not  ta 

tanner  or  the  praise  of  the  Dunciad,   or  to  anjr 

whatsoever  in  common  with  that  great  performance. 

mginal  motive  of  it  however  is,  in  my  opinion,  av 

perior  in  importance  and  dignity,  as  the  ponder  and 

of  the  author  fall  short  of  that  poetical  excellence^ 

none   hereafter  can  hope  to  rival,  or  perhaps  tcr 

It's   general   subject    is  Literature    however 

exerted* 

Plutarch  describes  Marcellus,  (the  first  of  that  dbtin^ 
1  race)  as  a  warrior  of  experience  and  intrepidity,  humane 
>olished  in  his  manners,  and  a  great  lover  of  the 
literatare;  the  words  are  these:  Tn  piev  epiTrcipi^* 
xcs-,  T9)   f  t/cTEi  f  iXo7oXspb05*  TOf  is  oXXof  Tpoircif  CAff  ponr, 

/e  have  now  it  man^  gtmtlemin  rffvrtunt^  fif^iljf  i^tuaiita^ 
lityj  among  the  officers  of  the  army,  the  militia,  and  in  all 
anteer  Corps,  (to  whom  the  kingdom  is  so  deeply  indebted, 
whose  disinterested  exertions,  generosity,  and  patriotism 
:emal  and  domestic  peace  is  maintained  and  secured)  i 
they  mty  retd  this  note,  and  be  induced  to  employ  some 
r  vacant  hours  in  valuable  smdies ;  and,  like  the  greae 
imong  the  ancients,  resume  and  vindicate  the  honour  of 
military  l^isur^ 

^  Plutarch.  Vit.  Marcelli.  p.  341.  v«  s»  edit.  BryajA 


-"•xerted*  whether  for  the  benefit,  or  for  the  mjuif  4 
mankind.  It  has  nothing  of  the  mock  epic;  it  ii  i 
dialogue,  has  something  of  a  dramatic  cast,  and  u  n 
excursus.  The  subjects  follow  each  other;  and  if  i 
am  not  misukcn,  they  are  neither  confounded,  nor 
fused. 


If  there  be   in   the  whole    composition    any 
any  sentence,  or  any   expression,  which  according  to  tliB 
specific  nature  of  the  subject,  can  justly  offend  even  fe« 
male  delicacy ;  which,  from  the  manner  of  it,  a  genlleasB 
would  refuse  to  write,  or  a  man  of  virtue  to  admit  intolk 
thoughts;  which  violates  the  hirh,  and  discriminating,  ni 
honourable,  and  directing  principles  of  human  conduct,  ifc 
is  to  me  matter  of  serious  and  of  solemn  regret.     I  am  aol 
conscious  of  having  admitted  any  such  passage,  or  senkenccb 
or  expression.     I  have  never  yet  heard  suck  an  objection 
to  my  work ;  but  if  it  can  be  pointed  out,  I  will  erase  it  wiKl^ 
much  concern,  and  with  great  indignation. 

I  should  also  offer  a  few  words  concerning  tie  moMmr  oi 
the  notes  which  I  have  annexed,  and  which  are  to  btqacoM 
and  so  copious.     I  wished  not,  as  Boileau  expresses  it,  UM 
prepare  tortures  for  any  future  Salmasius  {/) ;  and  I  td^ 
well  know   my  own  insignificance  to  expect  any 
ment  on  my  writings,  but  from   my  own  pen.    I 
made  no  allusions  which  I  did  not  mean  to  explain.    Bot^ 
had  something  further   in  my  intention.     The   notes  irr 
not  always  merely  explanatory;  they  are  (if  I  have  be» 
able  to  execute  my  intention)  of  a  structure  rather  peculitf' 

m 
■'  ■  f 

CfJ  **  Ahx  Saamaises  futurt  preparer  des  tortures.'* 

Soil.  Sau  9.  r.^ 
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>  themseWei.  Many  of  them  are  of  a  nature  betvreefl 
D  essay  and  an  explanatory  comment.  There  is  much 
latter  in  a  liule  compass,  suited  to  the  exigency  of  the 
mes.  As  they  take  no  particular  form  of  composition, 
ley  are  not  matter  of  criticism  in  that  particular  respect. 
bive  expatiated  on  the  casual  subject  which  pi;psented 
iself ;  and  when  ancient,  or  modern  writers  expressed  the 
boughts  better  than  I  could  myself,  I  have  given  the 
iJiginal  languages. 

Ko  man  has  a  greater  contempt  for  the  parade  of 
itation  (as  such)  than  I  have.  My  design  is  not  to 
Bte  words,  but  to  enforce  right  sentiments  in  the 
tanner  which  I  think  best  adapted  to  the  purpose^ 
^cr  much  reflection.  To  most  of  my  readers  those  lan« 
rages  are  familiar;  but  if  any  person,  not  particularly 
nversant  in  them,  (hould  honour  the  notes  with  a  pe« 
^al,  I  think  the  force  of  the  observations  may  be  felt 
^Hout  attending  to  the  Greek  or  Latin.  In  all  regular 
r3:ipositions  I  particularly  dislike  a  mixture  of  languages^ 
is  uncouth  or  inelegant,  and  sometimes  marks  v  a  want 
power  in  the  writer.  In  works  of  any  dignity  or  con* 
licence,  it  is  adviseable,  if  a  passage  from  any  ancient 
tlior  is  quoted,  to  translate  that  passage  in  the  text,  and 
^'  the  original  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  if  necessary. 
^e  have  in  this  respect  the  authority  and  example  of 
icero,  Bishop  Hurd,  and  Sir  William  Jones, 

In  general,  I  could  say  all  I  wished  in  the  text  and 
•omment.  Some  subjects  are  indeed  so  important,  that 
Iiey  should  be  held  forth  to^  public  light  and  viewed  in 
•very  point.  Satire,  in  this  respect,  has  peculiar  force, 
/'ice  ia  not  nnfreciuently  repressed,  and  folly,  presump« 

tuouf 


[    «84    3 
luous  Ignorance,  sind  conceit  ftometimes  yield  or  vaniib  It 
the  first  attack,  and  like  the  fabled  spirits  before  the  spell  ol 
the  enchanter, 

Primi  vd  voce  Canentis 
Concedunt,  Carmenque  timent  audire  s£Cundum.(;) 

I  again  declare  to  the  public,  that  neither  my  name^  fl#f 
tny  situation  in  life  will  ever  be  revealed.  Conjectures  are 
free  and  open  to  the  world.  Every  one  is  at  liberty  to  fancy 
cases,  and  make  whatever  comparisons  he  thinks  proper. 
But  suppositions  will  never  amount  to  facts,  nor  wild  cob- 
jectures  have  the  force  of  argument.  I  pretend  not  to  be 
••  the  sole  depository  of  my  own  secret ;"  but  where  it  ii 
.  confided,  there  it  will  be  preserved  and  locked  up  for  even, 
I  have  an  honourable  confidence  in  the  human  c^haractefi 
when  properly  educated  and  rightly  instructed.  My  secret 
will  for  ever  be  preserved,  /  Anow^  under  every  change  of 
fortune  or  of  political  tenets,  while  honour,  and  virtue,  and 
religion,  and  friendly  afiection,  and  erudition,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  gentleman,  have  binding  force  and  authority 
upon  minds  so  cultivated  and  so  dignified.  When  they 
fall,  I  am  contented  to  fall  with  them. 

My  Poem,  and  all  and  each  of  the  notes  to  it  were  writte«- 
without  any  co-operation  whatsoever.  I  expect  the  fullcfc 
assent  and  credit  to  this  my  solemn  assertion :  and  I  expect  it^ 
because  I  speak  the  truth.  I  have  not  been  assisted  by  ^nf 
Doctors  in  any  faculty.  If  indeed  I  had  written  topical^ 
a  particular  man,  a  minister,  a  chief  in  opposition,  a  party> 
any  set,  or  any  description  of  men  exclusively,  litera^  of 

politicalj 

(^)  Lucani  1.  6.  v.  2y« 
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olitica],    there  h  not    a    man  of  understanding  in    the 
ountry   who  does  not  perceive  that  I  should,  or  rather 
lat  I  must^  have  written  in  another  style,  thought^  and 
fgument; 

Of  such  motives  indeed  I  profess  myself  nor  skilled,  nor 
adieus.  My  appeal  is  direct  to  my  Country.  I  know  and 
rel  the  situation  in  which  at  this  moment  (A) 'she  stands. 
'here  is  now  no  balance  left  in  Europe.  All  Is  preparing 
>  sink  under  One  desolating  Tyranny.  My  opi- 
ion  however  is,  that  by  the  mercy  of  Providence,  and  by 
he  unremitted  attention  and  labours  of  our  coostitutional 
tatesmen,  and  the  united  eflforts  of  all  that  are  loyal,  brave, 
pulent,  powerful,  or  dignified,  we  may  yet  "  be  able  tp 
'  stand  in  this   evil  day,    and  having  done   all  TO 

STAND.** 

X.et  us  stand  therefore,  as  the  chosen  nation  of  old, 
e  insulated  memorial  of  true  Religion,  and  the  only 
sylum  of  balanced  Liberty.  I  profess  myself  con- 
need,  and  therefore  have  I  written.  I  entered  into 
e  sanctuary  of  the  Hebrews,  and  heard  the  voice  of  their 
ophet:  "  Credidi,  propter  quod  locutus  sum,"  This 
^s  the  voice  which  I  heard,  and  it  was  a  voice,  as  Milton 
^uld  express  it,  ••  thundering  out  of  Sion." 

Under  this  persuasion  and  conviction,  I  will  say  of  thi» 

^tk,  there  is  in  it  but  one  hand,  and  one  intention.     It  will 

-  idle  to  conjecture  concerning  the  author,  and  more  than 

^lish  to  be  very  inquisitive.    To  my  adversaries  I  have 

SKhin^  to  reply  :  I  never  will  reply.    I  could  with  the  most 

perfcft 
{h)  July  1797. 
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perfect  charity  sing  a  requiem  over  their  deceased  criticiimib 
if  I  were   master  of,  what  Statius  calls^  the 

**  Exequiale  sacrum,  carmenque  minoribus  umiris 
«  Utile."  (i) 

,  Those  whom  I  wished  to  please,  I  have  pleased.  If  I  Iiav9 
diffused  any  light,  it  is  from  a  single  orb,  whether  tempe- 
rate in  the  horizon,  or  blazing  in  the  meridian. 

Thus  much  to  silly  curiosity  and  frivolouT  gaimlitf. 
But  to  persons  of  higher  minds,  and  of  more  exalted  aild 
more  generous  principles,  who  have  the  spirit  to  udde^ 
stand,  and  the  patience  to  consider,  the  nature  and  tk 
labour  of  my  work,  I  would  address  myself  in  other  fan« 
guage,  and  with  other  arguments.  I  would  declare  t§ 
them^  that  when  I  consider  the  variety  and  importance  vA 
extent  of  the  subjects,  I  might  say  that  it  was  wrilteo, 
**  though  for  no  other  cause,  yet  for  this,  that  posterity 
«*  may  know,  that  we  have  not  loosely,  through  tilencei 
«*  permitted  things   to  pass  away  as  in  a  dream.** 

I  would  declare  also  to  ihem^  that  I  delivered  it  as  A. 
LITERARY  MANIFESTO  to  this  kingdom  in  a  season  ua« 
propitious  to  learning  or  to  poetry,  in  a  day  of  darkness  and 
of  thick  gloominess,  and  in  an  hour  of  turbulence,  of  terror, 
and  of  uncertainty.  Such  persons  will  be  satisfied,  if  the  great 
cause  of  mankind,  of  regulated  society,  of  religion,  of 
government,  and  of  good  manners,  is  attempted  to  be 
maintained  with  strength,  and  with  the  application  of 
learning.  To  them  it  is  a  matter  of  very  liule,  or  ntthcr 
oi  no  mo(nent  at  all  by  whom  it  is  efiected.    lliey  have 


(0  Sut.  Thcb,  L.  6.  v.  xaji 
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scarce  a  transitory  question  to  make  on  the  subject,  T« 
8uch  understandings  I  willingly  submit  my  composition^ 
and  to  them  I  dedicate  the  work. 

I  shall  only  add,  that  if  they  should  read  all  the  Parts 
of  this  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature  with  candouc 
and  with  attention,  whatever  the  connection  between 
them,  or  whatever  the  method  may  be,  they  will  most 
assuredly  find  "  that  uniformity  of  thought  and  design. 
**  which  will  always  be  found  in  the  writings  of  the  sam^ 
••  person,  when  h£  writes  with  bimplxcity  an» 


I  ^89  ] 

,  THE 

PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


DIALOGUE  THE  FOURTH  AND  LAST.* 


Owe  icvyfpf 


AUTHOR. 

Oh,  for  that  sabbath's  dawn,  ere  Britain  wept, 

'And  France  before  the  Cross  believM  and  slept!. 

(Rest  to  the  state,  and  slumber  to  the  soul !) 

Ere  yet  the  brooding  storm  was  heard  to  roll. 

In  fancy's  ear,  o*er  many  an  Alpine  rock. 

Or  Europe  trembled  at  the  fated  shock; 

Ere  by  his  lake  Geneva's  angel  stood. 

And  wav'd  his  scroll  prophetic  {a)  o'er  the  flood. 

With 

(a)  It  is  remarkable  that  in  Jw//z/rAiivi/ appeared  the  thxbb 
^BRSONB,  whose  principles,  docirines,  and  practice,  {as  it  setmt 

T  n 

5  First  printed  iu  July  I797»       f  Lycophron.  C|ssand«  v.  3 
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•With  names  (as  yet  unheard)  and  symbols  drclf,  "*" 
Calvin  in  front,  and  Neckar  in  the  rear;  lO 

to  mt)  have  primariljr  and  uhimitely  effected  the  great  change 
and  downfall  of  regal  and  of  all  lawful  power  in  Europei 
Calvin,  in  religion;  Rousseau,  in  politics}  and  Neckar  by  hi* 
administration.  Calvin  and  his  disciples  were  never  friends  to 
monarchy  and  episcopacy ;  but  I  ihall  not  here  contend  politi- 
cally or  theologically  with  Bishop  Hor^ley  concerning  Calvin. 
A  poet's  words  are  better  for  a  poet.  I  have  looked  into  history; 
and,  as  I  think,  have  found  them  true,  Dryden  speaks  of 
Calvin  thus,  and  remarkably  enough  ^ 

The  Uist  of  all  the  litter  scap'd  by  chance,  ^. 

Jhulfr§m  Qernva  first  inftmd  Fkancb.  (a)         "^      '     : 

RoussiAV,  (I  speak  of  him  here  miy  as  a  political  writer}  bf 
the  unjustifiable,  arbitrary,  and  cruel  proceedingsagainstbim,  hit 
writings  and  his  person,  in  France,  (where  he  was  a  stranger  and 
to  whose  tribonals  he  was  not  amenable)  was  stimulated  to  por« 
sue  his  researches  into  the  origin  and  expedience  of  imcB  govern* 
ment,  and^ofjirr^  oppression,  which,  otherwise,  he  probaUynefcr 
would  have  discussed  }  till  he  reasoned  himself  into  the  desperate 
doctrine  of  political  equality,  and  gave  to  the  world  his  fatal 
present,  "  The  Social  Contract." 

Of  this  work  the  French,  since  the  Revolution,  have  nevei 
once  lost  sight.  With  them  it  is  first  and  last,  and  midst,  and 
without  end,  in  all  their  thoughts  and  public  actions.  Rousseao 
is,  I  believe,  the  only  man  to  wfabm  they  have  paid  an  inoplicii 
and  MttilevistntgTc^vmicti  and^  without  a  figure,  havo  worshipped 
in  the  Pantheon  of  their  new  idolatry,  like  another  Chcmos^ 
**  the  giictm  dread  of  Gallia's  sons.'^ 

DiffisreBl 
(«)  The  Hind  and  Fannher,  3.  i.  v.  Lya. 
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fiut  cliief  Equality *s  vain  priest,  Roussej^u, 
A  sage  in  sorrow  nurs'd^  and  gaunt  with  woe» 


By 


Different  from  thesci  came  Neck  At.  With  iotentions,  as  I 
am  still  inclined  to  think,  upright,  pure  and  just,  but  with'  a 
mind  impotent  and  unequal  to  the  great  work,  and  with  princi- 
ples foreign  to  the  nature  of  the  goirernment  he  was  called*  i^ 
regulate,  reform,  and  conduct ;  a  fatal  stranger  for  Prance.  He 
^ftissid  cfcry  subject  sacred  and  civil  with  too  much  nftrUagt. 
He  was  sanctioned  by  popular  prejudice,  and  marked  by  aristo- 
cratical  hatred ;  a  son  of  *<  Arpinas  Volscorum  a  monte/'  be 
came  to  lay  open  and  disclose  (and  he  did  lay  them  open  to  the 
very  bottom)  the  mystery  and  iniquity  of  French  finance  and  of 
French  treasuries.  But  he  brought  with  him  to  the  concerns  of 
a  great  and  tottering  empirCy  (which  ^rriia^  might  have  been 
maintained  and  conjolidatid}  the  little  mind  of  a  provincial 
banker,  and  the  vanity  inseparable  from  human  nature,  whea 
elevated  beyond  hope  or  expectation.  What  was  the  conse* 
guence  ?  for  a  while  indeed. 

Hie  Cimbros  et  summa  pericnia  refum 
Excipitt  et  SOLUS  trepidantem  pniegit  Uibem.* 
But  the  original  leaven  in  his  political  composition  was  p^fulmr  ; 
and  that  leavened  the  whole  lump.  We  know  the  rest.  The 
Emigrants  from  France  have  never  pardoned  this  oilnister ;  and 
the  Romish  Priestt,  in  the  spirit  of  their  order,  pursue  him  with 
a  hatred  and  fiery  zeal  unquenchable  and  immortal. 

His  advke,  first  in  the  calling  together  (at  all)  of  the  States 

General,  and  afterwards  in  the  formation  tad  dinribution  of 

them,  gpive  the  devoted  King  to  the  scaffold,  and:  the  tnonardiy 

of  France  to  irrevert tble  diisolntion.    I  speak  this  independeptly 

of  the  grand  conspiracy  against  Christianity,  re^-power,  aiid 

Uppia]  prderi  ivhi^b  has  been  so  awfully  and  so  convincingly 

,  T  a  ^iscloaie4 

5  Jav.  Sat,  8.  ▼.  249% 
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By  persecution  trained  and  popish  zeal. 

Ripe  with  his  wrongs,  to  frame  the  dire  (i)  appeali . 

What  time  Ais  %vork  tke  Citizen  began, 

And  gave  to  France  the  social  savage,  Man. 

disclosed  by  the  eloquent  Abbe  Barruel  ^,  and  Profeisor  Robison ; 
since  IJint  wrote  the  preceding  reflections. 

For  my  own  part  when  I  contemplate  the  conirnlsions  ofCu- 
rope,  and  the  fatal  desolation  which-  attends  repubiicah  priA* 
ciples,  tuhni'ver  they  an  intr9duced^  I  cannot  baC  rest  with  k 
momentary  pleasure  on  the  picture,  which  Plato,  in  his  imaginary 
>epublic,  (.tbfc  only  one  I  ever  could  bear)  has  drawn  of  a  man 
fa:tgiied  with  the  view  of  public  affairs/ and  retiring  from  them 
in  the  hope  of'trtinquility.  The  *  sentiments  are  such  as  the 
French  formerly  woald  have  called,  Les  Delassemens  deI*homme 
sensible.    The  words  are  these : 

vparrcuVf  oiov  cv  xt^Mtn  xov*opr«  xa,i  ^xXns  uvo  Tnn'fjMToi 
(fcfOfABVH  Cvo  r8^'X^^v  wo^rxs^  ojmwv  rtss  a\Xw  xaragrvx^rXa- 
f>b£vuf  avofjuxSf  ctyAirS,  ei  ttt}  auros  Ka9xpos  aiMiat;  n  xm 
mv^tctfTf  €p7«v,  Tov  Ts  ctSaSs  fiov  f ja/jiTflM,  xcu  TiQv  a7ra}J^y%$ 
MVTH  /xeTax^^^s.iXwtSof  iXc6;f  n  xai.ei/p^svrjf  aTraXAa^sraf.** 

{h)  Le  Contrat  Social,  par  J.  J.  Rousseau,  Citoyek  de 
Geneve. 

*  See  Memoirea  poor  servir  a  i'Histoire  du  Jacobinisoie^  ptr 
Mr.  L*Abb^  Barruel;  and  "  Proofs  of  a  Conspiracy  againtc  all 
the  Religions  and  Governments  in  Enrope,  in  the  secret  Meet* 
sngs  of  Free  Masors,  Illuminati,  &c.  &c*  by  Professor  Robison 
pf  Edinburgh.    (1797.)  ,* 

'  f  *  Plato  de  Repub.  t«  6.  p.  496.  Op.  ypl.  2.  Edit.  Serrani^ 
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Was  it  for  this,  in  Leo's  fostVing  reign  - ; 

J^arning uprose  with  tempests  in- her  train; 
Was  every  gleam  deceitful,  every  ray 
But  idle  splendor  from  the  orb  of  day  ?  -  2a. 

Say,  were  the  victims  marked  from  earliest  time. 
The  Flamens  conscious  of  a  Nation^  crime  ? 
Why  smoak'd  the  altars;  with  the  new  perfume. 
If  heaven's  own  fire  descends  but  to  consume  > 
Alas,  proud  Gallia's  fiabric  to  the  groi\nd  .  - , 

What  arm  shall  level,  or  what  strength  confouad ! ' 

•     Oh  fot"  that  hand,  which  o'er  the  Walls  of  Troy  (r) 

JHis  lightning  hrandlsh'd  imth  a  furious  joy^ 

Her 

{c)  It  certain)/  wouW  be  eom'venunt^  (if  \vc  can  for  a  moment 
trifle  with  such  a  subject  as  the  present  French  war)  to  march  19 
Paris,  *'  and  like  another  (Bryant),  fire  another  Troy.*'  See 
•*  a  Dissertation  concerning  the  War  of  Troy,  and  the  Expedi- 
**  tion  of  the  Grecians,  as  described  by  Homer;  shewing,  that 
•*  no  sueh- expedition  was  undertaken,  and  that  no  such  city  oif 
•*  Pbrygia  existed.'*  Published  in  1796,  but  there  is  no  date  to 
the  title  page.  I  find  it  diflkuU  to  give  an  opinion  on  this  inge- 
nious treatise. 

Whatever  comes  fron^  the  author  of  •^  The  Analysis  of  ancient 
*'  Mythology,'*  should  be  treated  with  nfery  great  respect.  His 
4:haracter  is  venerable,  and  his  erudiifofn,  as  L  think,  witHeul 
nn  equal.  Of  all  subjects,  I  should  have  thought  this  subject 
was  ooe,  on  which  ao  enquiry  might  have  bfccn  inititiitcdiiirith. 

T  3         •      •  out 
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Her  state,  hef  arm4,  lier  fleets,  her  very  name 
Gave,  as  in  mock'ry,  to  poetic  fame,  30 

And 

Ottt  offence ;  but  this  hat  not  been  the  case*  The  oflFcnce  hit 
been  considered  as  deep  and  wide,  and  thei  inflaence  of  the 
principle^  in  some  respeas,  dangerous  and  aJarming.  The  liiili 
of  history  has  been  represented  as  attacked  in  its  ttra^ett 
fortreas^  and  even  the  sacred  writings,  as  matter  of  historical 
faith,  implicated  in  the  discussion.  Some  persons  hare  even 
declared  that  ifr%  Bryant  had  no  right  to  touch  the  subject; 
That  nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  reason  than  to  suppose, 
that  the  existence  of  a  city,  and  a  war,  of  which  we  have  itad 
^ith  delight  from  our  boyish  days,  should  be  called  in  qucstipo. 
That  their  pleasure  is  snatched  from  them ;  and  such  a  poca, 
yithout  an  historical  fact  for  a  basis,  cannot  be  inteicmig. 
They  allow  the  amplification  of  poetry,  and  it's  embeUishmeots, 
and  even  the  anachronisms  of  Homer*  Bat  Troy  did  cxltti 
i|ad  the  Grecians  did  once  besiege  it,  and  Hector,  Achilles, 
Agamemnon,  and  Diomede  were  as  real  heroes,  as  the  Arch* 
duke  Charles,  Bonaparu*  Lord  Qomwallis,  or  Tippoo  Saib  i| 
modern  wars. 

I  really  should  smile  at  many  of  these  objections,  if  thqr 
did  not  frequjcntly  come  from  person^  of  consequence  and  o( 
learning.  Most  certainly  however  I  will  quarrel  with  no  man 
«*  about  Sir  Archy's  Great  Grandmother."  Tl^y  wbQ  art 
acquainted  with  tl^e  science  and  subject  of  fr^akUniis^  will  best 
decide  the  question  for  themselves,  and  I  will  npl  si|tni4e  flijr 
judgipent :  it  is  a  question  of  probability,  and  not  <tf  pfoof, 
^  jLatpna  apd  Jupiter; ipay  perhaps  bp  said  in  tbia  coatettte 
Kgard  Mr.  Ba,YA)iT|^  j^  thcy/orasrr^  did  their  own  effapriagi 
ApoUp, 

Tis  fi3Uv  ^AI:50NTA  ^t-  ^^f^9(mm  ®wffu  {al 
(a)  Honu  Hymn,  ad  Apoll. 

For 
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And  with  the  fire  of  Philip's  son,  unfi^rrd 
His  classic  standard  o'er  a  wondering  world. 

Tin 


For  11^7  own  p^rtt  I  am  equally  plea«td  with  a  po^oi  founded  Oih 
tke  metamorphosis  of  Apaleiu$9  or  on  any  modeirn  fiction,  ifaU. 
tbecMCDtial  and  integral  parts  of  a  poem  are  prei^erved ;  ifcte. 
characters,  manners,  and  actions  are  baman,  and  consistent  wiihT 
the  supposed  situations  of  the  personages*  This  to  me  is  snf* 
ficioit;  and  perhaps  poetry,  as  such,  maybe  a  gainer  by  Mn 
Bryant's  interpretation.  I  rather  hail  the  omen  in  these  times  of'  * 
poetical  sterility. 

But  nothing  can  be  further  from  die  dignity  of  Mr.  Qryant^i 
character,  than  the  imputation  of  having  attacked  the  faith  and 
credibility  iaf  ancient,  or  of  aay^  i>Ut9ry.  It  is  scarcely  entitled 
to  nmiee.  What  was  Troy  }  with  what  pare  of  history  is  it 
connected  }  Is  noCtho  Trojan  wftr  an  insulated  solitaiy  fact >  If 
it  were  done  away,  is  any  historical  event  whatever  made  to  h\i 
with  it  ?  When  it  is  stated  thaty^ur  hundred  and  thirty  ships  (no 
matter  of  what  si^e)  Were  employed  by  the  Grecians  in  tho 
Trojan  war  In  the  twelfth  century,  and  only  eighty  mni  in  tho' 
I^elopOnnesian  war  in  the  fifth  century  before  Christ,  is  thir 
matter  of  jerious  history?  Is  not  the, whole  allowed  to  pass  ^veo* 
ahe  bounds  of  any  probability,  bat  that  of  a  poet  ? 

I  remember  hearing  a  gentleman  state  similar  questions  to 
tliese  with  much  earnestness  and  apparent  conviction,  but  without 
w'armth.*   He  seemed  to  understand  something  of  the  subjea;^ 
and  though  t  conceived  some  poiiits  were  pressed   indiscrecti/ 
and   unnecessarily  liy  IWr.  Bryant,    t  rcplieJ  (hat  I  thon|iF 
Miar/j  as  be  did/ and^  1  said  with  the  most  good-natured  Evoxi^, 

...    .-.     ......        •.  •  »    •■    *.%  .     >• 


C  396  J 

Till  "  Homer's  sprite  did  tremble  all  for  grief. 

And 

ef  the  Academics,  *^  Almost  thou  persuadest  me  to  be  4 
<<  Bryantian. '*  I  think  they  who  are  the  strongest  in  oppositioa 
to  Mr.  Bryant^  if  they  were  even  laqaisiiors  \  and  could  force 
Urn  so  hold  a  lighted  torch  in  his  hand,  and  make  a  retractatioii 
of  his  errors,  and  the  amende  honorable  in  the  Eglise  de  Notre 
Dame  de  Cybelb  Kkre  de  tous  k!i  Dieux  Palfens,  would  beconv 
Ceoted  with  the  Catholic  form  of  words :  ^'  Qpesti  erano  gll 
**  icherzi  d'una  penna  poetica,  nen  ^11  lentunenti  dHin  ammo 
<'  catoHco!'* 

Yet  considering  all  that  I  have  heard,  and  tbi  quarOr  fnm 
which  it  came,  Curiui  quid  sentit,  et  ambo  Scipiadae,  and  tbe 
insignificance  of  tbe  question  itself,  bot  as  a  mattet  of  afiuse^ 
meot ;  though  ia  common  with  many  others,  I  should  have  k»t 
SBUcb  individuai  gratification  and  instructioo,  yet  I  with  tbia 
Dissertation .  on  the  war  of  Troy  bad  ncvir  hu9  v^(i»9  a$  4& 
(t797-) 

I  will  mw  add,  on  a  more  enlarged  view  of  thi?  pleasing  $fli 
cU$^iQ9\  controversy,  which  has  been  carried  on  with  much  aai^ 
filiation,  Mr*  Bryant  has  fought  singlyt  and  step  by  step,  with 
the  most  det^rrpioed  and  upshrinkiog  bravery  against  the  onitc4 

<^tuck% 
—I  ■■ II''-  -III  ■        ■■■II 

*  I  am  sure  Gilbert  Wa]cefield  is  even  morf  than  an  Jajmsit^r  io 
all  his  principles  literary,  civil,  aiid  religious.  See  his  indecent 
letter  to  Mr.  Bryant  on  the  war  of  Troy.  Qat  above  all*  see  hi^ 
l^etter  to  Mr.  Wilb^rforcc*  The  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Alv% 
Hlder  Philip  II.  or  the  Public  Accuser  of  the  RevolotioD|iry 
Tribunal,  under  Roberspieire,  never  exhibited  ^uch  a  paper, 
There  isno  deceit  in  Gilbert  Wakefield  :  heis,  just  whathe  seems, ' 
li'U  piiio  to  see  mibat  he  expects,  aiid  wfy  he  writes.    (1 797.) 
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And  curs'd  th*  access  of  that  celestial  thieV\J) 

Oh,  for  a  Bryant's  hand ! 

OCTAVIUS, 

■ 

attacks  of  youth  and  age,  of  travelled  Dilettanti,  a^d  ofdoselp 
acholarst 

rPANTH  Tojo^ofov  H««  xaprepov  dov  ctiktev! 

It  is  bjcyond  the  scQpe  of  this  work  for  me  to  trace  this  fasci« 
Dating  journey,  this  progress  through  the  delightful  land  oT 
f^iry,  or  to  expatiate  among  the  desolations  of  time,  and  these 
scenes  of  ancient  fame.  But  surely  that  scholar  is  little  to  be 
i(d|Dircd  or  envied,  whose  enthusiasm  does  not  grow  warm^ 
^mid  the  ruins  of  Iliuniy  or  who  can  hear  without  emotion  the 
imaginary  murniarsof  Scamand^r  and  Sjmoii. 

But  as  for  thee,  thoa  iUuslrious  and  venerable  man,  tho« 
unsullied  glory  and  .uoehaken  support  of  ancient  literature  and . 
it's  hallowed  dignity,  I  must  be  allowed  in  this  closing  address 
to  say,  that  in  whatever  researciies  thou  hast  been  engaged,  in 
thy  long  and  bright  career,  whether  imparting  to^he  world  solid 
itfstruction,  deep  erudition,  ingenious  conjecture,  or  liberal 
amusement,  every  classical  power 'fcom  above  has  always 
UPgarded,  and  must  still.regard,  theb,  thy  labours,  and  thy 
splendid   talents  with  complacency,,  with  gratitude^  and   with 

f/yxi&xpt^et; 
KaXff  mat  ^i  StSas'  ukyXyi  Je  rg  2'  a/xf  <^a6«v£i! 
Tlojs  afa  ^*vfji.vnff£if  ^ravrco;  BviJfjL\ov  eorra; 
^vp'nKa;  fiaMToio  r*  oxor,  xai  yrtpao;  aknap  I 
Xaipoir'  aurof  $aio  ^4  a^'hris  i/^yriooyJ  ao<$^;.^ 

(Nqv.^  1800.) 

(/)  Two  lines  from  Sir  Walter' Raleigh's  Spnnct,  prefixed  t# 
6j>cn$cr^s  Fairy- Queen.   • 

5  i^P°ifr«  Hymn,  ad  ApoHioem^ 
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OCTAViyS. 

Methinks  you  smile. 
And  fain  would  knd  me  on  the  wandVing  isle. 
Where  the  learned  drain  Acrasia*s  foaming  bowlf 
Trll  rcjmd  th  Sun  their  heads  with  Gcbplin*s(<)  roUi . 

Nor 

(#)  Gebelin.— If  many  persons  in  the  learned  world  havfc  thou^ 
Mr.  Bryant  unadvised  in  the  discussion  of  the  war  of  Ttoy  in  the 
twelfth  century  A.  C.  what  must  we  say  to  Mr.  Court  de  Gebe* 
lin,  who  has  actnally  erndtawnirtd  i0  nw^e  u$  im^mUiit/^  that» 
tht  Ftnmden  •/  tbi  R§man  Sfmif^  iloMviVf,  WmT  ft i  lent,  iNli 
only  allegorical  persovagcs,'  and  were  in*  realitf  irepioientatiKS 
€)£  ihi  Sbm,  and  worshipped  at  such.  Mr.  Gehelin  ia  a  man  ai  dn 
most  various  erudition,  and  if  he  were  at  well  known  as  Mr. 
Bryant,  his  attempt  would  have  been  noticed.  But  few  ftofk 
perhaps  have  had  the  euriosity  to  look  into  nine  Tolunaes  iir4Mi 
of  the  **  Monde  Primitif  analyse  et  compare  avec'  ic  Moadi 
*'  Moderae  par  M.  Courtde  Gebdin.'* 

It  may  ht  entertaining  to  some  persons,  if  I  give  a/rw  parS* 
culars  of  this  singular  question.  TheFoorth  Volame  of  Mr. 
Gebeiin's  work  coosisu  of  the  *'  Historie  Religieux  da  Caleodriert 
««  ou  des  fetes  Anciennes.*'  The  fifth  Chapter  of  the  second  Book 
(Vol.  4.)  is  the  '^  Histoire  des  Gimtaux  Romains,  Romulus  tt 
^<  Remus.*'  Mr.  G.  says,  *'  Les  Romahis  eurent  aus^i  leurs  Alle- 
*'  gorics  sur  le  double  Soleil  successif  de  I'annee ;  WiTrnf pit fmirmd 
^\  a  leur  Rgmus  it  Romulus.  Les  noms  sont  alkgoriques,  et  tons 
^t  uXzxih  4  Tannce."  p.  264.    Remus^  it  seisms,  »i^ified  tri 

"  \  '■*       ■     8?ii 
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Norhee^  the  pa\isc  of  (/)  Douglas,  Wakefield's  ragp^ 
Nor  Hallaav(jj^)  trembliegfpr  the  sacred  pagCj^     40 

.      .  ,    .  Nor 

Sun  in  the  wioter,  and  Rtmiihis  m  the  ttfnttotrl  Bf^n  •aty  proofs 
he  says,  **  Us  en  firent  la  fete  des  LemurcB  pour  ^#inure6|  &c»' 
p. 263.  In  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  same  book,  we  read:  Noas 
avons  vi  dans  ]e  chapitre  precedent,  que  Romulus  etoit  le  so< 
leili  qae  tout  le  prgfivoU.'^ And  what  is  the  proof?  Truly 
fhis ;  ^  Le  nom  de  sa  mere,  celolde  son  pere,  son  frere,  fai  mort 
^  de  son  frere  (Remus),  son  propre  non»*'  &c»&c«  Q^E.  D. 

Mr.  Gebdin  Kas  not  yet  done^  nor  h'Mi^.  Gebeltnyet  sati86ed. 
He  next  converts,'  by  means  of  his  soUt  tnicroscope,  RiHnalut 
into  Hircuiisi  But  hear  his  words:  ;^  €>  qti*  exprimoient  i 
»•  cct  igard  \fk  Grccs  par  l*Apoth6dkr  d^;Wfr*»/r,  le#  Romaint 
^  rexprimefent  par  l*Apotheose  de  ftotainlus.''  Bnc  when  iio 
apeaks  of  Quirlnus,  another  name  of  ftomfnlQi,  the  force  of  art 
and  of  proof  can  go  no'further.  Hear  him  again :  ^<  Quirinus 
^  (00m  de  Romnlua)  la  VnAtiCtionMltrfUi  ^Milc^thi^xiikMili^ 
<*  €irti^  que  portoit  HercvU  ckez  tea'S&iftV»i!»  e^t  vnb  avtrb 
^  FatuvB,f»'0»r//4w-i^RorMiri.'trs^mi)»jbaJSouiu.'*  f.-A6^l 

I  cannot  help  observing  that  in  this  same  4th  VoK  p,42a, 
Mr.  Gebelin  informs  us  that,  "  Sur  le  |8  Fcvricr  on  cclebroit  la 
**  Fete  de  Romulus,  and  at  the  same  time,  (rather  iQ^qspiciously 
'*  to  be  sure)  on  celebroit  la  FerE  pis  Foux/*  I  suppose  on 
the  celebration  of  la  FerrnrsToui^  cania  .of  Invitation  wer^ 
tent  round  by  the  Pontifex  Maximus  to  the  Antiquaries  of  those 
days,  and  I  reaUy  think,  if  Mi^- Gebelin  had  been  produced  at 
that  time,  he  would  not  have  been  without  his  card,  with  afe^ 
4)then,  to  b^  diauributcd  am^rngMi/risuds. 

Indeed  these  dtliramenta  doctrine  Kvt  sometrmesamasing,  but  in 
a^lity  they  are  rat lier  a  tnbject  of  serious  regret  from  their  conso- 

quencoi 
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Nor  Gillies  (/i)  crying^  what  shall  wc  peruse? 
What  is  my  work  ?  mere  records  of  the  Muse ; 
And  lo !  by  Bonaparte's  iron  pen,  (/) 
.The  tale  of  Rome  may  he  Troy's  tale  again. .  • 

A0THOR. 


qnences  on  the  public  mind«  There  is  no  end  to.  the  absiirditia 
from  this  source,  when  we  resolve  ail  ancient  persons  aod 
events  into  allegories  and  £g)'ptian  myiteries;  till  as  we  have 
just  seen,  Romulus  and  Remus,  The  founders  of  the  Romaa 
Empire,  become  (according  to  Monsieur  Gebelin's  Ordar  ff 
Firings  after  a  grand  Eicofittterie^  or  volley,  $/  S<rjtenis  W 
i/mrsj  transformed  .into  Roman  Suns;  Reouiik  Ui  the  Wiotc(^ 
and  Romulus  In  the  Summer  l->r-See  the jkro^j[  abovc^ 

(/)  The  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Johw  Douglas,  the  present  Bishopof 
Salisbury,  (1797')  Author  of  the  Criterion,  and  of .  otbef 
acute  pieces  pf  reasoning,  which  will  be  long  renufnibered  nrf 
admired. 

(^)  Dr.  HalJam,  the  present  Dean  of  Bristol*  {ijgj^ 
(i)  Author  of  a  History  of  Greece* 

(«)  The  tremendous  conquests  of  Bonaparte  in  Italy  and  in 
Germany  remind  us  too  much  of  the  words  of  the  Roman  His- 
torian ;  ^'  Si  Captivos  aspiceres,  Molossi,Thessali,  Maccdonc% 
Bruttius,  Apulius;  si  pompas,  aurum,  purpuras,  signa,  tabiila^ 
Tarcmiaajquc  delici^?.**    F|or*  Lib.  i.  C.  1$.  (1797.)        ^  { 


.JVUXHOR. 

No;  othei;  thoughts  my  lab'ring  soul  employr    -' ' 

Thut  springs  anew  to  long-forgotten  joy  j 

I  range  in  Fancy's  consecrate^d  roijnc^. 

And  meet  the  poet  on  a  poet's  ground. 

Nor  seek  historic  truth  pf  time  a;id  place. 

But  truth  of  manners,  character,  and  grace.         50 

The  Bards  who  once  the  wreaths  of  glory  wore, 
Cloath'd  in  translucent  veil  their  wond'rous  lore; 
The  tales  they  sung  a  willing  age  believ'd. 
Charmed  into  truth,  and  without  guile  deceivM. 
Where'er  they  rov'd,  young  Fancy  and  the  Muse 
Wav'd  high  their  mirror  of  a  thousand  hues  • 
They  gaz'd,  and  as  in  varying  guise  pourtray'J 
^creal  phantoms  hov'ring  round  them  played. 
Gave  to  each  fleeting  form,  that  shot  along,  - 
Existence  everlasting  as  their  song;  60 

And  as  by  nature's  strength  the  tablet  grew. 
Rapture  the  pencil  guided  as  they  drew. 
I         .  bCTAVIUS, 


r  3o»  ) 

OCT  A  VIUS. 

Nay  tkomfo^i  s6ar  indtcd ;  afiother  fiiglA,  - 
And  the  wi«ig*d  courser  bears  y6a  from  my  sight  i 
You're  strangely  mov'd. 

AUTHOR. 

* 

The  matter  is  my  own^ 
t  never  shar'd  the  profits  of  the  gown. 
Nor  yet,  with  Horace  and  myself  at  war, 
For  rhyme  ^d  victuals  {b)  left  the  starving  Bar. 

I  never 

(4)  This  was  lately  done  by  William  Boscawen,  EsquifC^  u 
l^t^ian,  firtt  a  Barrister  at  Law^  novr  a  Conamissionerof  the 
Victualling  Office,  and  (by  an  easy  transition)  Translator  of 
{lorace*  Nega/as  zruftx  seqiii  voces,  (Pers.  Prol.)  In  thisrtvtkioo 
of  my  work,  I  hare  no  more  space  to  allot  to  Mr.  Hoicaweii  or 
his  rhymes.  It  is  the  hic  of  some  men  to  deicribe  the  history 
of  an  aft,  without  making  any  progress  in  it  themselves^  t9 
^kvite  vei>j»  without  inspiration,  and  satirical  pocmt  withotf 
ijf  tire.    But  what  said  Boileau  ? 

'*  Attaquer  Chafiilain?  ah !  c'est  un  si  bon  homme; 

^<  II  es^vrai,  s*il  m'eut  cr(i ,  qu'il  n'eut  point  faitifs  Wfi 

•*  II  se  tui  d  rimer.     Que  n'ecrit  il  en  prose? 

^  Voili  cc  que  Pon  dit.  Et  que  disje  autri ^iT^^ijt'j^ 

Nethifig 
*  Boileau  Sat.  9^ 
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I  never  lovM  Dtan  Dewlap's  vacant  look5, 
Or  purchased  empty  praise  from  empty  books;  ■   70 
I  leave  at  sales  the  undisputed  reign 
To  milk-wbite  (r)  Gossct,  and  leam'd  (*)  Spencer'* 
train.    .  . 

.'  No  German  nonsense  sways  my  English  hearty 
Unus'd  at  ghosts  and  rattling  bones  to  start: 

I  neve$ 

Notliing;  mdeed  is  less  acceptable  than  plain  truth  to  irritably 
Ifnd  Implacable  rhymers;  buc  I  must  say,  that  the  unresisting^ 
mibecillty  6t  Mr,  Boscawen*s  tramlation  disarms  all  particulit 
criticism. 

£t  quidoam  egregium  prosternere  maenia/i^m/i 

Struct  a  lyidf* 

ij)  Nota  bookseller  of  reputation  in  London,  Payne,  Edwardiv 

White,    &c.  &c.  is  unacquainted  with  Dr.   Gossct's    "  mljk 

**  wAi'/r  vellum  bookr,"  when  he  wishes  to  make  an  eitcfaan^c* 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Gostet  is  present  at  all  the  Booluaiet  ir 

the  metropolis,  and  he  certainly  is  a  good  scholar,  as  «rejl  ai| 

a  good  judge  of  the  valae  of  books.     Doctor  Gosset's  priced 

catalogues  in  hu  wan  band  are  said  Co  be  in  an  unimnruftedvtxxf^^ 

fxcept  one.    They  are  also  said  to  be  equal  in  use  and  value  to 

'*  The  curious  collection,  in  regular  and  unihuhted  succession  of 

•*  all  the  TiclcTs  qJ  the  Islington  TurnJ^ikt  from  its  fir  it  institutioh  to 

*'  the  20th  of  May  inclusive,"  recorded  among  M^ //rim// made 

to  the  ^ntiquarian  Society,"  when  Sir  Matthew  Mite  was  act,- 

fitted  Fellow^  and  made  his  speech  on  that  occasioQ.f 

'  N# 

♦  Statius  L.  10. 

f  Footers  Nabob,  Act  a* 
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1  never  chost^  in  various  nature  stroAgi 

Logic  for  verse,  or  history  for  song  j 

But  at  the  magic  of  Torquato's  strain. 

Disarm 'd  and  captive  in  Armida's  chain. 

To  Godfrey's  pomp  Rlnaldo  still  prefer. 

Nor  care  if  ranting  Wakefield  (^*)  thinks  I  err.   So 


No  person  is  now  obliged  to  make  an  Inaugundod 
kpeechi  when  he  is  admitted  Fellow  of  the  Antiqaariaa 
Society.  The  noble  President  observed  in  om€  tf  his  sftiM 
that  the  custom  ceased  and  determined  at  Sir  Matthew  Mite*i 
election,  as  appeared  by  the  record^  copied  by  Mr.  Foote 
and  inserted  in  his  Nabob. — £go  si  risi,  iividus  et  roordax 
▼idear?  The  little  Doctor,  I  think,  will  be  the  iint  to  smile 
himself;  as  he  is  an  ingenious,  learned,  sensible^  and  cliearfoi 
'man. 

(i)  The  Rt.  Hon.  Ear]  Spencer,  the  munificent,  and  I  nay 
add,  the  learned,  sensible,  and  very  intelligent  collector  of 
every  valuable  M'ork  in  literature,  I  record  with  pleasure  hii 
•*  Palatine  Apollo,"  that  munus  AfoUine  iHgnum  / 

{H)  Gilbert  Wakefield.— We  give  up  (but  with  grett 
reluctance)  Virgil,  Horace,  and  Lucretius,  biU  we  wilF  not 
give  up  the  Constitution  of  England  sacred  or  civil,  to  histor* 
turing  hours.  ••  Criticus  adsuetus  urcre,  secare,  inclementer 
ooinis  generis  libros  tractare,  apices,  syllabas,  voces,  dictiootii 
confodere,  et  stylo  exigere,  non  continebit  iste  ab  integro 
(RBipuBLiCiE  NosTRiE)  Statu  crudclcs  UDgucs?  &C,  &c.  Oral, 
Petri  Sunnanni  Lugd.  Sat.  x  729/1  x 
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To  Hurd,  not  (/)  Parr,  my  Muse  submits  her  lays^ 
PleasM  with  advice^  without  a  lust  for  praise  ; 
Who  marks  her  errors,  him  she  deems  her  friend^ 
Fond  to  correct,  but  never  to  dpfend. 
With  patriot  aim,  and  no  irreverent  rage. 
Without  one  stain  of  party  on  the  page, 
From  Grecian  springs  her  force,  her  art  she  draws^ 
Firm  in  her  trust,  ennobled  in  her  cause; 
Her  moral  none,  the  verse  some  few  disdain : 
Yet  not  a  note  she  sounds  shall  sound  in  vain,      9^ 
While  Bryant  (m)  in  applause  with  Baker  («)  joins> 
Gifford  {0)  approves,  and  Storer  {p)  loves  the  lines : 

Though 


(/)  Sec  the  account  of  Dr.  Parr's  style  and  writings.  P.  of  L. 
Dialogue  III.  &c.  with  the  notes.  When  the  reader  has 
considered  the  whole,  perhaps  he  may  be  inclined  to  say  with 
the  comic  poet  of  Athens. 

HtiXov  to  pie7«  KOMllOAAKTeOT  vsasvl^ 

[m)  Jacob  Bryant,  Esq.  Author  of  the  Analysis  of  Ancient 
Mythology »  Sec.  &c.  &c» 

(n)  Sir  George  Baker,  Bart.  Physician  to  the  King,  a 
Gentleman  of  deep  and  extensive  classical  knowledge.    His 

U  compositions  ^ 

f  Aristoph,  Acharn,  sub  fin. 
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Though  still,  a  stranger  in  the  sacred  dime. 
Some  say,  I  love  not  poetry,  but  rhyme. 

Offspring  of  other  times,  ye  visions  old  I 
Legends*  no  nMre  by  gcnde  hands  unroil*d. 
Magnanimous  deceits !  where  favoured  youth 
Finds  short  repose  from  formidable  truth  I 
Oh  witness  if,  c^er  silent  in  your  praise, 
I*ve  pa9s*d  in  vice  or  sloth  inglorious  days>         100 
But  raised  fw  you  my  firm  unalterM  voice, 
JFancy  my  guide,  and  solitude  my  dioice. 

Though 

.^fompositioms  are  written  hi  the  purest  Latinity,  worthy  of  an 
Etonian.  His  situation  in  life  sofficiently  declares  his  professiona) 
lalents.    (1797O 

{9)  WtUiam  Gifford.  Esq.  Author  of  the  Baviad  and  tl^ 
]4aeviad* 

(p)  Anthony  Storer,  Esq.  a  Gentleman  of  fortune  and  fashion, 
talents  and  accomplishments.  He  was  educated  at  Eton  and 
Cambridge*  His  attainments  in  literature  are  Tarious  and 
considerable ;  and  few  men  have  a  nicer  slcill  in  the  principles 
of  iust  and  legitimate  com[X)sition  than  Mr.  Storer.  He  has  uad 
fiv mriLi Av  mfUheftct,  (Mr.  Storer  will  undersUnd  mc  per- 
fectly) and  he  has  drawn  his  knowledge  and  judgment  fromtbt 
best  writers  and  critics  of  antiquity  »d  of  nodcni  (we*    (>  797*| 
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Though  flow  {q)  no  Syren  voice  be  heard,  no  strain 

Ascend  from  Pindus,  or  Arcadia's  plain; 

No  Graces  round  th'  Olympian  throne  of  Jove 

Bid  the  nine  virgins  raise  the  chant  of  love. 

The  harp  of  Taliessin  lies  unstrung, 

Close  by  the  loom,  where  Death's  dread  sisters  sung; 

Unfelt  each  charm  of  Odin's  magic  tree, 

With  many  an  uncouth  Runic  (j)  phantasy,      i  f  o 

The  symbol  deep^  and  consecrated  rhyme, 

Trac'd  with  due  reverence  in  the  northern  clime. 

Though  HOW  no  tempered  lance,  no  magic  brandy 

No  Durindana  (/)  waves  o'er  fabled  land; 

No 

(q)  I  mean  by  these  and  several  following  lines  to  olMerve, 
that  the  Pagan  Fable  is  now  exhausted,  and  the  specious  miracles 
of  Co/i&iV  Romance  have  never  of  late  years  produced  a  poeu 
Perhaps  the  latter  were  more  adapted  to  true  poetry  than  the 
pagan  inventions.  Witness  the  sublimer  productions  of  modern 
Italy. 

(/)  Mr.  Mathias,  (the  Author  of  the  Essay  on  the  Evidence. 

&c.  on  the  long-disputed  subject  of   the  poems  ascribed    to 

Kowley  in  the  15th  century,  and  which  I  mentioned  in  a  note  (o 

the  First  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.)  several  years  ago  attempted 

to  excite  the  curiosity  of  the  public  to  the  remains  of  northern 

antiquity »  by  a  lyrical  imitation  of  some  Runic  fragments,    I 

wish  the  example  had  been  followed.     (1797)  ' 

(/)  I'he  sword  of  Orlando. 

U  X 
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No  nightly-rounding  Ariel  floats  unseen. 

Of  flames  amazement  o*er  the  desert  green  j 

No  wizards  hold,  some  blasted  pine  beneath. 

Their  horrid  sabbath  on  the  darkened  heath  ; 

Say,  are  the  days  of  blest  delusion  fled? 

Must  fiction  rear  no  more  her  languid  head?      129 

No  more  the  Muse  her  long-lost  transports  know. 

Nor  trace  the  fount  whence  living  waters  flow  ? 

Awake,  ye  slumbering  Rulers  of  the  song ! 

Each  in  your  solemn  orders  pass  along;     ' 

In  sacred  radiance  o*er  your  mountain  old 

Yet  once  again  your  dignities  unfold. 

And  fill  the  space  j  your  scepter'd  glories  claim 

And  vindicate  the  great  Pierian  name. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Are  these  a  poet's  only  themes?  I  fear. 
No  verse  like  this  will  find  a  patient  car.  130 

AUTHOR. 
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AUTHOR. 

Hear  yet  awhile, — The  dread  resistless  powV, 
That  works  deep-felt  at  inspiration's  hour, 
He  claims  alone — 

OCTAVIUS. 

Who  claims? 

AUTHOR, 

The  favoured  Bard,  (a) 
Who  nobly  conscious  of  his  just  reward. 

With 


(«)  I  mean  here  to  give  a  character  of  the  Poet,  as  sucb,  and 
of  the  sources  whence  the  art  itself  is  drawn.  I  would  wish  to 
express  generally,  what  Proclus  (in  one  of  bis  dissertations  on  the 
UoXirsut  of  PlatOy  ed.  fol.  Basil.  1534.  p.  403.)  would  call  with 
a  sublime  dignity »  the  Ilacrav  Tloi'miK'n;  lEiy  SiaXaiixTHo-ay, 
when  the  poet  exerts  his  highest  faculties,  or»  (in  the  language 
of  Proclus  in  the  same  place)  Orav  cvOdo-ia^wv,  xat  rais 
Alwdai^    xaroxo?   a;v,  xxra    THN    ELPilTHN  £ve/>75i^  KAI 

E^'©EON  nOIHTIKHN. 

U  3  A  selectioQ. 
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Wi  th  loftier  soul,  and  undecaying  might. 
Paints  what  he  feck  in  characters  of  light. 


He 


A  selection  of  various  chapters  from  this  work  of  Produs  on 
the  TloXirsM  of  Plato,  which  relate  to  poctrj,  might  be  madc^ 
and  published  by  some  ingenious  scholar;  as  they  would  be 
perfectly  new  and  original  to  many  persons.  I  know  not  (better 
Greek  scholars  than  J  am  may  know)  whether  at  present  there 
is  any  edition  at  ail,  but  that  printed  at  Basil,  in  Greek,  without 
any  Latin  translation.  They  exhibit  what  this  philosopher  of 
genius  (in  p.  4019  on  the  Tpeis  lieau  rvis  HoivnTiKviSf)  terms,  the 
T9}y  rojv  HoinrMv  fji^vixv  xiVH/x£V9)yrE  jcxt  lavHffavi  xou  vXfipufjUiYnt 
tXVft/Sfy,  Kat  €is  a>Xa,  ^laTropBfjLevH^ay  mv  EXEidev  EXXa/[x\|/iv« 

Philosophers  like  these,  Apollo  and  all  his  choir  were  once 
supposed  to  address  in  strains,  which  few  scholars  will  hear 
vithout  delight*  They  are  to  be  found  in  the  life  of  Plotinos, 
the  Platonic,  which  was  written  with  some  eloquence  (at  least 
Politian  thought  so)  by  his  disciple  Porphyrius;* 

KXyiV^o;  Mtf(7ay  ^iavoqv  ova  ynpvoaa'QMf 

TTafA/pajvois  My/ziai  7rava.pfJt,oviM(ri  r  Efiwai;^ 

Olov  ar'  AiaxiSip  trmo'ai  %opov  exXi^rJav 

Mayxruv  fjiocviaiciv^  ofjivipsiaiai  r   aoiSaifm 

AXAflt  ye  Mao-actfv  Upos  xopo^  a^ri/cra/ptev, 

EiS"  Iv  sTriWExovTSf  aoiivi^  npyMra,  vwynf^ 

T*/JXpn  xai  sv  (jie(faai(riy  Eya;  ^i?o;  Cafii^arinir. 

I  would  also  present  the  following  passage,  from  a  great  Roman 

master,  to  every  rising  Youth  of  genius  in  this  kingdom.     If  I 

could  perceive  his  countenance  brightening  as  he  reads,  and  the 

powers  of  his  soul  kindling  into  a  fancied  or  anticipated  emulation^ 

I  shonid 

*  Plotini  Vita.  In  limine  Oper.  Piotini  Edit.  Ficinit  fiadleai 
Moaxc. 
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He  turns:  and  instantaneous  all  around 
Cliffs  whiten,  waters  murmur^  voices  sound ; 

Portentous 

I  should  say  to  him,  as  Herodotus  once  said  to  the  Father  of 
Thacydides,  when  he  perceived  the  tear  of  enthusiasm  falling 
from  the  boy,  at  his  reciul  of  '*  the  Expedition  of  Xerxes  against 
*'  the  general  Liberty  of  Greece."  The  scene  was  the 
Olympic  games,  Herodotus  before  his  Country,  and  Thucydidef 
tiis  auditor.  Can  I  rouse  the  attention  yet  more  ?  at  such  a 
moment  he  pronounced  these  words:  Opy£  vi  <E>z/(ri;  th  Cm  ch 
^pos  lAaOnfjLara.*  Let  some  future  Poet,  who  now  perceives 
in  himself^  what  Statius  calls  the  <<  crnda  exordia  magoae  In* 
^*  dolls,'*  hear  and  perpend. 

Legere  si  desideras, 

Vaces  oportet,  Eutyche,  a  negotiis, 

Ut  libtr  animm  stntiat  i/im  carminit 

Mutandum  tibi  propositum  est,  ct  vitae  genus, 

Intrare  si  Musarum  limen  cogitas. 

Ego,  (quern  Pierio  mater  enixa  est  jugo, 

In  quo  tonanti  sancta  Mnemosyne  Jovi, 

Fcecunda  novies«  artium  peperit  chorumj) 

^am*vh  in  ipj^  pent  natus  jrm  scbold. 

Cur  am  que  babendi  penitus  corde  traitrim^ 

Et  laude  invitd  in  banc  njitam  incubuirimt 

Fastidiose  tamen  in  coecum  recipior. 

Kern  me  professum  dicet  aliquis  gravem : 

Sed  literals  cum  sim  propior  Gra&ciae, 

Cur  somno  inerti  dcscram  Patriae  decos  ? 
I  never  read  this  transcendant  strain  of  genius,  without  feeling 
even  my  own  mind  filled  for  a  space,  with  all  the  fulness  of  the 
Poet ;  Nequc 

*  Marcellini  Viu  Tfaucyd.  p.  8.  Thuc^d.  edit.  Huds.  Oaoo. 
U4 
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Portentous  forms  in  hcav'n*s  aerial  hall 
Appear,  as  at  some  great  supernal  calL  140 

Thence  oft  in  thought  his  steps  ideal  {x)  haste 
To  rocks  and  groves,  the  wilderness  or  waste; 

To 

Neqae  enim  Aonium  nemus  Advena  lustro, 
Nep  mea  nunc  primis  albescunt  tempora  vittis.* 

(*)  I  speak  of  the  effect  of  local  situation  on  the  mind  of  the 
poet.  But  if  any  man  of  genius,  fancy,  and  learning*  in  tbo 
vigour  and  nuon-day  of  his  life  and  faculties  should,  from  soma 
circumstances  for  ever  tc  be  regretted,  be  unfortunately  deprived 
of  the  power  of  visiting  these  great  and  awful  scenes  of  naturCf 
and  the  monuments  of  ancient  art;  an  imagination  bold  and 
fervid  may,  in  some  degree,  supply  that  want  by  recourse  to  tho 
most  finished  representations  of  them  by  sublime  painters  and 
artists.  Stuart,  Wood,  and  Piranesi  may  raise  ideas  worthy  of 
the  Poet,  and  pour  upon  his  fancy  all  the  ancient  dignity  o{ 
Athens,  of  Palmyra,  and  of  Rome.  Alas!  these  scenes  are  closed 
for  ever.     Non  £go  sum  vates,  sed  pnsci  conscius  aevi  ! 

I  cannot  but  present  my  reader  with  the  form  of  an  Oath  on 
such  a  subject,  from  the  last  classical  Poet  under  the  expiring 
monarchy  of  France,  the  famous  Dclisle.  I  am  as  ready  on  this 
subject,  as  himself,  to  swear  at  the  high  altar  of  the  Muses : 

•*  Helas  I  ji  n*ai  point  'vi  cc  scjour  enchante, 
*'  Ces  beaux  lieux  ou  Virgile  a  tantde  foischant^; 
**  Mais  j*en  jure  et  Virgile,  ct  scs  accords sublimesi 
•*  J^irai;  de  V  Apennin  je  franchirai  les  cimes, 
'*  J'irai,  plein  de  sonnom,  plein  de  ces  vers  sacres, 
^[  Lcs  lire  aux  memes  lieux  qui  les  ont  inspires." 

Les  Jardins,  L«  !• 
*  $tat,AchiIU  1. 1.  v.ia 
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To  plains,  where  Tadmor's  {y^  regal  ruins  He 
In  desolation's  sullen  majesty : 
Or  where  Carthusian  (z)  spires  the  pilgrim  draw. 
And  bow  the  soul  with  unresisted  awe ; 
Whence  Bruno,  from  the  mountain's  pine-clad  brow. 
Surveyed  the  world's  inglorious  toil  below; 
Then,  as  down  ragged  cliffs  the  torrent  roar'd. 
Prostrate  great  Nature's  present  God  ador'd,     150 
And  bade,  in  solitude's  extremest  bourn. 
Religion  hallow  the  severe  sojourn. 

To  HIM  the  Painter  gives  his  pencil's  might; 
No  gloom  too  dreadful,  and  no  blaze  too.  bright. 
What  time  to  mortal  ken  he  dares  unveil* 
The  inexpressive  form  {a)  in  semblance  frail. 

To 

{j)  "  He  built  Tadmorin  the  Wilderness/'  Chron.  B.  i.ch.  8. 
V.  4.  It  is  remarkable  that  Mr. Wood  observes,  that  the  natives^ 
dt  this  day,  call  Palmyra  by  the  original  appellation  of  Tadm9r. 

(c)  The  famous  monaster)',  called  "  The  Grande  Chartreuse.** 
The  retirement  of  Saint  Bruno. 

ia)  The  Pictures  of  the    Supreme  Being  by  Raphael  and 

Michael  Apgclo.    There  is  one  picture  ofrHE  Sup  rem  k  Being 

I  separating 
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To  the  strain'd  view  presents  the  yawning  tomb. 
Substantial  horrors^  and  eternal  doom. 

To  Him  the  PowVs  of  harmony  {i)  resort. 
And  as  the  Bard,  with  high  commanding  port,  169 
Scans  all  the  ethereal  wilderness  around. 
Pour  on  his  ear  the  thrilling  stream  of  sound; 
Strains,  from  thatfuU-strung-chords  at  distance  swell. 
Notes,  breathing  soft  from  music's  inmost  cell; 
While  to  their  numerous  pause,  or  accent  deep. 
His  choral  passions  dread  accordance  keep. 

Thence  musing,  lo  he  bends  his  weary  eyes 
On  life  and  all  it's  sad  realities  ; 
Marks  how  the  prospect  darkens  in  the  rear,      169 
Shade  blends  with  shade,  and  fear  succeeds  to  fear,  ^ 
Mid  forms  that  rise,  and  flutter  through  the  gloom, 
*T)11  Death  unbar  the  cold  sepulchral  room. 

Such 


separating  the  light  from  the  darkness,  in  the  Vault  of  dit 
Capella  Sestina  in  Ronie,  by  Michael  Angelo,  which,  I  believe, 
has  never  been  engraved.  Mr.  Fitseii,  I  tbimk^  said  $$  nnbiM  1 
enquired  about  ii.  I  allude  also  to  the  picture  of  the  Lait 
Judgment,  by  the  same  Master. 

\h)  The  power  of  Music  on  the  mind  of  the  Poet. 
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Such  IS  the  Poet :  such  his  claim  divine !— • 
Imagination's  chartered  libertine^  {c) 
He  scorns,  in  apathy,  to  float  or  drean^ 
On  listless  Satisfaction's  torpid  stream, 
But  dares^  alonb,  in  vent'rous  bark  to  ride 
Down  turbulent  Delight's  tempestuous  tide. 
With  thoughts  encountering  thoughts  in  conflict  strong. 
The  deep  Pierian  thunder  of  the  song  i8o 

Rolls  o'er  his  raptur'd  sense :  the  realms  on  high 
For  him  disclose  their  varied  majesty  i 
He  feels  the  call :  then  bold,  beyond  control. 
Stamps  on  the  immortal  page  the  visions  of  his  soul  1 

OCTAVIUS. 

Nay,  if  you  feed  on  this  oelestlal  strain. 

You  may  with  Gods  hold  converse,  not  with  men. 

Sooner  the  people's  right  shall  Horsley  (d)  teach. 

In  judgment  delicate,  with  prudence  preach. 

And 

(r)  "  The  air,  a  cbdrttred  libertine,  is  still/' 

Shakspeare.  H.  V. 

{d)  I  alladt  to  Bishop  Horsley 's  intemperate  and  onad vised 
speeches  in  Parliament.    An  injudicious  friend  is  worse  than  aa 

eoem/* 
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And  oVr  his  bosom  broad  forget  to  spread 
Bath's  dangling  pfide,  and  ribband  rosy-red ;  {e) 
Friend  of  the  Church  thcj^ous  Grafton  {/)  prove; 
Or  Sutton  (g)  cease  to  claim  the  public  love,      191 
And  e*er  forego,  from  dignity  of  place, 
His  polishM  mind  and  reconciling  grace ; 
Or  Yorke,  (h)  regardless  of  his  sacred  trust. 
To  unobtrusive  merit  be  unjust ; 

PortcoHi 

tnemj ;  and  I  believe  Mr.  Pitt  thinks  so.  Inconsiderate  sentences 
uttered  publicly  by  members  of  either  House  are  very  din- 
gcrous,  and  do  much  harm.  The  dogma  is  remembered,  and 
the  comment  is  forgotten.  Bishop  Horsley  and  Mr.  ^yndhin 
(both  men  of  great  natural  and  acquired  ability)  should  be  mon 
attentive  in  this  particular, 

(0  Bishop  Horsley  is  Dean  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  Moi  is 
a  bold  rival  to  the  late  learned  knight.  Sir  William  Draper,  in 
making  *'  that  blushing  ribband  the  perpetual  ornament  of  bis 
•*  person."    Seejunius,  in  his  ThirdLctier,  and  Bishop  Horsley 

(f)  See  the  Duke's  ///«//.— Rather  broad. 

(£)  The  Right  Rev.  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  Bishop  rf 
Norwich.  A  Prelate  whose  amiable  demeanour,  useful  learning, 
and  conciliating  habits  of  lire,  particularly  recommend  his 
episcopal  character.  No  man  appears  to  me  so  peculiarly  marked 
out  for  the  highest  dignity  of  the  Church,  tede'y$ea»ii^  as 
Dr.  SwTTON.     (July  1797O 
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Porteous,  the  royal  (/)  prelate,  firm  to  truth. 

Forget  the  primal  patron  of  his  youth  5 

Moore  to  his  synod  call,  of  unction  full ; 

Or  Harrington  be  meek  ;  or  Watson  dull. 

Sooner 

(A)  The  Right  Rev.  James  Yorkc,  D.  D.  Bishop  of  Ely.  The 
-voluntary^  nniolicited  o^tx  of  the  Mastership  of  Jesus  College  in 
Cambridge,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Paley,  so  well  knonrn  in  the  literary 
and  ecclesiastical  world,  deserves  to  be  publicly  mentioned  as 
an  instance,  almost  solitary,  of  generous,  liberal  disceroment  in 
the  important  collation  of  academical  dignity.  The  University 
regrets  the  absence  of  Dr.  Paley,  one  of  the  ablest  instructors 
she  ever  could  boast;  and  Bishop  Yorke  must  be  recorded 
as  one  of  the  friends  of  learning.  It  is  no  mean  honour  to 
associate  the  name  of  Paley  with  that  of  Yorke.  **  Et  mea^  si 
*'  quid  loquar  audiendum,  voclsaccedet  bona  pare.''  (Nov,  1797.) 

(/)  The  Right  Rev.  Beilby  Porteous,  Bishop  of  London.  Sec 
the  Dedicatioux  of  his  Sermons.  I  think  him  right  in  recording 
his  elevation  as  the  immediate  voluntary  gift  of  aoYAL,  and  not 
of  ministerial,  favour. 

Sic  gem  mas  'vagina  In  f  rente  solebat 
Ponere  zelotypo  Juvenis  pr^elatus  Hiarbse ! 

The  choice  was  approved  unanimously  by  the  country,  and 
justified  by  his  own  merits  and  conduct.  But  I  admire  still  more 
Dr.  Porteous's  affectionate,  grateful,  and  elegant  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  his  venerable  Patron,  Archbishop  Secker;*  a 
name  never  to  be  uttered  but  with  reverence,  as  the  great  exem- 
plar of  metropolitan  stiictness,  erudition,  and  dignity.  The 
union  of  such  patrons  must  for  ever  mark  the  character  of 
Bishop  Porteous.    (1798.) 

1^  See  his  Life,  just  r/publi&hed,  with  a  proper  attention  to  the- 

time* 
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Sooner  Stentorian  {k)  Davies  cease  to  talk. 
And  for  kis  Eton  quit  his  Bond-street  walk; 

Sumner 

(i)  The  Rev.  Jonathan  Pavies,  D.  D.  Provost  of  Eton 
College;  a  learned,  pleasant,  generous,  open-hearted,  good- 
tempered  man,  but  in  conversation  rather  too  much  of  a  Stencor, 
ivho  is  declared  by  Homer  to  have  had  m  voict  tqutd  f  ffty 
9ibir  men.  The  Epithets  of  Homer  are  all  significaat^  and  1 
therefore  give  the  lines. 

Os  Txxrov  auU(Fa<rx'  Oi;ON  AAAOl  OENTHKONTA. 

Mr.  Provost  has  an  invincible  partiality  for  the  charai  of 
London,  whenever  his  duty  does  not  oblige  him  to  be  at  hii 
Lodge.  The  reason  is  limple ;  the  air  at  Eton  now  and  then 
bites  shrewdly,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Extract  from  a  M.  S.  foond  in  Long  Ckamhtr  at  Eton;  die 
hand  writing  conjectared  to  be  that  of  Dr.  Heath  the  Head 
Master,  and  of.  ont  of  the  Assistants.  It  was  found  on  one  of 
Mrs.  Heath's  Ball  Nights  during  Lent^  given  to  the  Ldvonm. 
Puiri  for  the  advantage  and  credit  of  the  School.    (Nov.  1797.) 

Vicinal  alii  Veneres,  Charitamque  choreas 
Carmine  concelebrent;  nos  Ven  dogma  stvertsm^ 
Triite  sonant  fulsa  nostrd  tetudine  chords  ! 

Eton  Schooi.,  like  many  other  great  and  useful  pahlk 
Schools,  stands  in  need  of  many   nto)  and  stroug  regalatioas» 
which  the  interests  of  this  kingdom,  in  common  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  time,  call  for  with  a  voice  not  to  be  disregarded  by 
;  the  masters  and  governors. 

Perhaps  the  very  existence  of  the  kingdom,  in  it's  preseat 
cpnstitution,  depends  upon  the  undeviating  compliance  with  the 

present 
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Sumner  (/}  drink  deep  of  the  Castalian  spring ; 


Or 


present  form  and  mode  of  dassica>  (and  I  hope  of  religious) 
instruction,  so  long  and  so  wisely  established  in  our  public 
schools.  If  we  desert  and  abandon  it,  the  principles  and  strength 
of  THE  English  cHAR^tcrEii  for  sense,  discretion,  solid  learn* 
log.  and  sound  understanding  will  fall,  to  rise  no  more.  Wa 
shall  be  destroyed,  over-run,  or  disgraced  with  National  Insti- 
tutes, French  morality,  French  learning,  and  French  jargon^ 
poHt^al  and  metaphysical.  No  lustration  can  purify  us  any  mote* 

*Owv  0  ta;  VoXXA;*of  easKraro  Aa^iSo^  opflWi?! 

•01 A A^OAON  TO  MEA A0PON !  ix«f ,  lx«r  herns  aXirpos. 

Kou  ifi  vti  rx  BupiTfiX  xaXut  voSi  4>OIBOS  apaaasi,* 

This  is  a  subject  which  should  be  considered  by  every  Father 
of  a  family,  and  by  every  Guardian  of  young  Fer&ons  ia  this 
country,  with  the  most  impressive  seriousness.  Undoubtedly  the 
cxpence  attending  an  education  at  «»y  great  public -school,  (I 
tpeak  not  only  of  £ton)  is  tiow  felt  in  such  a  manner,  as  I  fear 
it  will  be  difficult  forParents  long  to  supply,  or  to  continue. 
Wlience  does  it  arise  ?  Is  there  a  remedy,  in  part?  I  think 
there  is. 

To  m^  certain  knowledge^  the  expences  of  any  public  school, 
«x  tuch^  are  increased  but  in  a  small,  and  in  a  very  reasonable 
proportion  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  Mode,  fashion,  cu$« 
torn,  vanity,  and  inconsideratetiess  occasion  the  chief  causes 
of  complaint.  Fashionable  private  tuition  is  indeed  now  as 
expensive,  or  rather  more  so  in  some  cases. 

I  would  first  propose,  that  no  Master  or  Instructor  in  any  of 
oar  fnhlit  schools,  should  be  suffered  to  keep  a  Boarding  House, 
or  have  boys  to  board  with  him*  The  character  of  the  <*  Dg 
f^  hdiit  farmli  attonitus  Doctor,*'  should  be  done  away, 

aa4 
f  Callin.  Hymn,  ad  ApoU. 
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Or  Langford  leave  off  preaching  to  the  King;  (m) 


Of 


tnd  the  castom  wholly  abolished.  This  might  easily  be  effecteJf 
by  a  ^firrra/ determination  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentlemen  of  this 
kingdom.  Surely  all  Boys,  of  every  description  and  rank,  migk 
now  board  at  the  general  and  established  Boarding  hooses^  the 
cxpences  of  which  are  liberal,  unvarying,  and  regulated.  From 
imch  an  f quality  of  education  nothing  is  to  be  apprehended. 

The  next  question  may  be  this ;  Is  there  a  necessity  for  a  Boy 
to  have  a  Tutor  in  any  public  school  ?  Why  must  he  have  one? 
It  is  perhaps  a  source  of  unnecessary  expence  (and  sometimes  of 
no  very  commendable  traffic);  and  which  is  still  worse,  it  promotes 
negligence  and  idleness  in  boys,  and  prevents  their  reliaoce  on  dicir 
own  faculties  and  indispensable  application.  Thirdly,  1  am 
confident  that  by  the  attention  and  superintendance  on  the  paitof 
the  parents  or  gaardians^  the  expence  of  bills  might  be  r^aiiVn^ 
aBIj  lessened ;  and  in  regard  to  books  in  particalar.  For  want  of 
precaution,  there  is  no  limit  to  the  elegance  of  the  editioni,  or  of 
the  binding.  School-books  are  never  costly.  This  is  a  single 
instance;  but  on  such  and  similar  instances  I  cannot  condescend 
to  expatiate  :  I  would  be  useful,  and  therefore  not  tedions. 

The  greatest,  most  serious,  and  most  alarming  cause  is  ht» 
hind,  over  which  the  masters  can  have  no  control.  Itisthii: 
Private  or  pocket  money  given  with  a  heedless,  wanton,  aad 
inconsiderate  profusion  unknown  in  former  tildes. 

We  are  told  in  the  /i^rai  spirit  of  the  day,  that  all  boys  mustbe 
gentlemen,  that  they  must  act  as  other  boys,  and  Ifovi  «•  ftrnfitaUM 
to  he  mean.  Suppose  this  granted.  How  is  this  enormoos  expence 
to  be  supplied  ?  By  the  argument,  it  is  no  part  of  the  unavoid* 
able  expence  of  education.  But  a  boy's  purse,  it  seems,  should  be 
Always  full;  that— That  what?  that  be  may  he  undir  w  temftth 
thn  r»  be  mean.    Can  we  bf  now  ignorant  ^^^^  ^  ^he  sense 

tfizad 
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Or  good  Palamon,  (mm)  worn  with  classic  toil, 

Complain  ; 

Hffijced  to  mianness  by  a  modern  pampered  boy?  Well  thens 
he  has  no  temptation  to  be  mean.  But,  from  a  full  purse,  has 
be  no  temptation  to  be  wicked  ?  no  temptation  to  be  idle 
and  negligent  >  A  horse,  perhaps  I  may  be  told,  is  sometime^ 
allowable.  Why  ?  that  he  may  attend  races,  I  suppose,  or  be 
in  town,  now  and  then,  perhaps  for  a  whole  night.  His  purse 
most  be  full.  Why  ?  that  he  may  go  to  the  tavern,  drink  his 
bottle  like  a  gentFeman,  and  now  and  then  slii!ik  to  the  gaming 
tabib,  and  become  a  man  of  honour  in  good  time.  Liquors  are 
rebellious  in  the  blood,  and  then,  as  the  purse  is  full,  the  fore- 
head will  not  long  be  bashful.  The  means  of  weakness  and  de* 
bility  need  not  be  woceJi  they  are  every  where  obvious  and 
obtrusive. 

Such  is  the  education  of  boys  with  a  pull  furss. 

A  poet  once  spoke  of  moderation,  znd  gwirnmiMi  in  txpence^ 
in  other  terms : 

O  nondum  cognita  Divfim 
Munera!  virtutis  custos  et  arnica  pudori, 
Luxuriae  froenum,  vita?  tutela ! 
But  such  expences,  it  may  be  said,  are  for  patrician  boys.   Are 
they  then  separated  from  the  rest?     Is  there  no  contagion  of 
example  ?     What  are  our  public  streets  by  day,   or  our  theatres 
by  night?    The  eye  may'  see,  but  the  ear  might  distrust  the 
Feport.    But  a  full  purse,   it  seems,  is    very  necefTary  for  a 
boy,  that  b$  may  noi  be  meann    Surely  this  is  most  ruinous 
and  contemptible  sophistry. 

In  education,  and  in  the  government  of  a  state,  every 
obstacle  should  be  opposed  to  wickedness,  and  to  the  means  of 
wickedness.  There  should  be  a  double  restraint.  All  passions 
jpboat  ultimately  (with  the  great  majority  of  mankind)  to  the 

X  inabilitjr 
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Complain  of  plants  ungrateful  to  the  sofi ; 

Or 


inabilitf  of  gratify  infr  them,  and  the  dispoiitioii  is  best  prepared 
bj  the  discipline  of  necessity. 

In  boys  and  youths  of  ingenuous  tempers,  sometimes  filial 
piety,  a  regard  for  their  nearest  relatives,  the  advantage  of  a 
good  character,  and  the  pleasure  of  a  good  consciencef  opentt 
with  the  better  and  more  honourable  part.  But  biunaa 
infirmity  is  not  to  be  trusted:  it  never  yet  was  trusted 
with  security.  Laws,  regulations,  and  strong  iastitutioiii 
have  the  grei^test  power  to  enforce  good  manners,  when  the 
Parents,  Guardians,  Instructors,  and  Masters  C9^9jtermt€  faltj 
in  their  several  functions.  It  must  be  remembered,  I  an 
speaking  of  the  education  of  %r,  and  not  of  confirmed  habits  of 
expence,  of  wickedness,  or  of  depravity  in  men.  The  wisdom 
and  experience  of  those  to  whom  I  am  addressing  myself,  in 
public  schools,  will  easily  supply  what  I  have  omitted;  ibri 
have  omitted  much.  Every  gentleman  in  the  country  may  co« 
operate  in  this  important  and  patriotic  attention,  at  such  a 
period  as  the  present* 

It  is  also  not  to  be  dtssembledy  (it  is  my  office  to  speak  openly 
and  boldly)  that  Bt,  now  actually  divide  themselves  hi^ 
political parilts.  TherJ  is  indeed  a  general  licentiousness  of 
spirit  among  modern  boys,  which  the  public  good  requires  to 
be  efftciuallj^  /ivwufully^  and  ituiantlj  repressed.  It  is  not  by 
false  and  specious  liberality  that  this  evil  is  to  be  subdued.  K 
masters  and  governors  afe  firm  and  inflexible  in  their  regula- 
tions,  what  can  the  chiUren  do  ?  I  laugh  at  the  idle  apprehension 
of  rebellion  in  a  School. 

If  I  were  the  Head  Master  of  Eton,  I  would  begin  by  tbb 
ABOLITION  Of  THE  MONTiM  immdiaulj.   It  is  very  improper, 

aB4 


Or  Warren  (o)  in  his  wcUh; unr'd  palm  confound 
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and  veiy  foolish.  There  is  a  mtatmess^  .and  •  sometimes  am' 
auJacity^  in  this  autkoriiud  mode  <f  collecting  mmey  m  the  kigkway^ 
which  I  wonder  young  Gentlemen  of  birth  and  fsmilj  are  not 
euhamed  of^  and  can  even  wish  to  continue.  It  is  sombthiko^ 
BETWEEN  ALMS  AND  PLUNDER.  Harrow  school  has  no  longer 
its  ancient  and  dangerous  custom  of  *^  shooting  for  the  silver 
*' arrow.'*  I  mention /A^a^/z/imrg^ the  montem  (though  it 
mw  occurs  but  once  in  three  years,)  only  as  an  introduction  to 
moipr  other  salutary  and  necessary  restrictions  in  all  public 
schools.  I  have  seen  the  nature  of  a  rebellion  (as  it  is  called) 
in  a  college  and  a  school,  and  nothing  can  be  more  foolish  an4 
impotent.  « 

If  tl^y.^krents,  Friends,  and  Guardians  co-operate  with  Mat* 
ters  of  Schools  and  Collegcsy  what  can  children  and  young  mea 
ttf/imately  effect^  when  it  is  considered,  by  what  laws  and  hopes 
their  future  interest,  and  advancement  in  life  are  bound-in^ 
cabined,  and  confined  ?  The  majority  of  such  petty  Revolu* 
tionists  and  embryo  Democrats  are  always  restrained  in  s  sh§ri 
iimef  and  their  successors  never  feel  the  absence  of  what  they 
never  expected. 

Let  every  master  of  a  College,  and  of  a  public  School 
boldly,  and  vigorously,  and  instantly  adopt  the  words  and 
spirit  of  Cicero  to  his  friend  Atticus.  <<  In  fua  Ego  nactm^  ut 
**  miU  videbar,  locum  xu$ecavdm  libidimis  bt  co£a« 
^  CBNDA  juvevtutis,  vehcmcns  fiii,  et  onnes  profudi 
^  vires  animi  atque  ingenii  mei,  non  odio  adductus  alicujus» 
^  ud  sjke  rei/knhliae  corrigenda  ei  sananda  civitatis.  Afplicta 
^  est  Rcspublica  1"^  I  hope  this  note  will  be  regarded 
with  the  attention  it  calls  for  from  the  pnbiic— At  all  events^ 

X  %  poll 
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An  ancient  guinea  with  a  modern  (/)  pound  ^ 

Soonef 

now  and  ever;    <<  Salve,  magna  Parens   doctrinae,  Etokia 
•*  TiLLUs  Magna  Viriim  !**     (Not/  1797.) 

The  daily  and  hourly  experience  of  all  which  is  passing  in 
public  schools,  and  in  none  more  than  at  Eton,  calls  with  an 
increasing  impatience  and  in  a  deeper  tone  for  the  strongest 
mild  most  instant  regulation.  I  maintain  that  nothing  is  neces- 
sary to  produce  the  great  national  effect  which  is  now  required, 
or  rather  demanded  imperiously,  but  a  solemn,  conscientious, 
unshrinking  exertion  of  the  legitimate  power  and  authority 
which  are  now  vested  in  the  Masters  of  public  schools.  But  a 
timid  complaisance  to  boys,  (which  they  always  despise),  aa 
unwarrantable  connivance  at  their  irregularities,  B»fL*conse« 
quently,  at  their  notorious  vices,  and  a  contemptible  ^Course 
to  half.measores  in  urgent  and  perilous  cases,  wbtch  call  for 
decisive,  exemplary,  and  final  coercion,  will  utterly  anmlnlati 
the  sense  of  duty  and  obedience,  and  with  them,  of  nD  virtue. 
Sound  discipline  and  sound  instruction  must  fltove  together 
Undivided  and  inseparable;  the  heart  and  the  head  most  be 
eiqually  regarded,  whence  are  th^  issues  of  the  future  life, 
salvation,  and  glory  of  this  kingdom.  Petty  accomplishments, 
fli  paltry  liberality,  and  shameful  cowardice  in  the  Masters.oC 
the  schools,  will  bring  on  the  Shipwreck  of  all  public^  sciolasticg 
and  academical  institutions^  and  then,  in  the  words  of  Junius^ 
**  Trifles  alone  will  be  preserved,  while  every  thing  which  is. 
<*  solid  and  valuable  will  sink  to  the  bottom,  omJ  ie  Ustjk 
^'  ever/*'    (Added  Nov.  1800.) 

(/)  The  Rev.  Humphry  Sumner,  D.  D.  lately  elected  (Novi 

1797)  Provost  of  King's  College  in  the  University  of  Cambridge. 

So  it  is:  Mussat  tacits  Doctxina  timore,    I.  can  have  no  per* 

•Pual  objection  to  a  very  worthy  and  a  very  good  natured  masi 

z  btt^ 
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Sooner  me  Prelate  hate  th*  unequal  glass. 


And 


hvX  public  considerations  make  me  reflect  deeply  on  such  a 
subjecc. 

fFe  lament  the  loss  of  a  Provost  venerable  in  advanced  age^ 
dignified  in  his  deportment,  and  of  classical  erudition  deep, 
'tiseful,  and  extensive.  In  the  extremest  boundary  of  human 
life  without  the  throbs  of  agony,  or  the  cold  gradations  of  dis« 
solution  and  decay,  supported  and  sustained  by  female  filial 
piety,  (that  blessed  bounden  duty!)  he  came  as  a  shock  of  corn  to 
the  ground  in  his  season.  Such  was  William  Cqok£|  D«D. 
Provost  of  King's  College. 

But  when  I  think  on  all  the  eligible  doctors  and  learned  men^ 
worthy  of  succeeding  to  the  office,  who  belong  to  owr  paramouot 
and  royal  College,  I  must  own  the  choice  surprises  me  at  such  a 
time  as  this.  I  comfort  myself  that  I  have  no  vote.  At  the 
very  moment  when  defence  is  more  than  ever  called  for,  It 
seems  as  we  had  recourse  to  the  system  of  inejpciencj  ior  public 
support. 

I  know  not  into  what  form  our  IJnivenity  may  at  last  be 
changed.  It  m^y  be  turned,  for  ougl^t  I  can  tell,  into  an 
Academia  degU  Arcadi  c  degli  Buffi  caricati.  It  may  be  sufi" 
ported  by  the  violation  of  every  principle  of  Academic  dignity, 
and  by  an  ^^pworthy  familiarity  of  learned  gowi\s-men  with 
mechanics  and  shop*folks.  It  may  become  ap  appendage  to  the 
Corporation  of  the  Town  of  Cambridge.  Are  w^ >n9t  elbowed 
on  the  floor  of  our  own  Senate  Hou&e  by  an  impudent,  unqua- 
lified intrusion^*of  Borough-mongering  Mercers,  and  rustling 
Jjiden-roilliners ?  Oxford  might  teach  us  better  lessons:  she 
knows  her  dignity^  and  preserves  it.    I  have  notbiog  kft  but 

%  3  tQ 
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And  round  (;)  his  table  let  the  claret  pass^ 


OVr 


to  deplore  the  change  among  ourselres;  would  to  heaToa,  I 
could  avert  it, 

Uni  quippe  vacat,  studiisque  odiisque  carentiy 

NiWTONi  lugere  geuus  !*' 

Let  the  University  of  Cambridge  however  be  converted  into 
any  thing,  but  a  seminary  for  Frenck  principles  and  tuhrid 
democracy.'  Let  us  consider  a  little  to  whom  we  give  our  con* 
fidence.  Should  the  revenues  of  any  College  be  entrusted  to  the 
administration  of  the  partisans  of  democracy?  Should  the 
insigne  of  a  Chance Uor*8  authority  be  borne  by  a  satellite  of  a 
French  Directory?  I  think  not.  The  robe  of  Cassar  was  folded 
gracefully,  when  he  fell  in  the  Senate.  Let  us  at  least  remember 
that 

I  confess  it  boldly,  my  principles  are  strong  unto  aalvatioaf 
and  if  I  had  authority,  I  would  thoroughly  parge  the  floor.  It 
may  be  done  now ;  but  how  long  the  power  may  be  coounned 
to  us,  I  fear  to  conjecture.  The  Monasteries  were  diiaolved, 
when  they  became  useless.  His  Grace  of  Grafton,  our  Chan- 
cellor, has  indeed  given  Wnts^  but  they  are  for  Dissenters  and 
Socinians;  the  orthodoxy  of  the  High  Steward,  Mr.  Pitt,  might 
yet  support  the  establishment.  Some  Colleges  have  watched 
over  the  principles  of  the  men  proposed  for  the  tutors ;  but  all 
bave  not  so  watched.    Must  I  say,  as  the  Poet  did  of  AchiUei) 

Stupet  Aereprifflos 
Quseloca?  quifluctus?  ubiPelion?  mmavirsHf 

Aut  igll9ta  Vidq  \  DV^ITATQyi  AONOSCIR]|^MATai]i  !* 

I  would  not  suffer  the  Muse  of  Satire  to  descend 
Ccbooli  and  Colleges,  but  upon  the  most  outure  and  the  i 

weighs 
f  Stat  Achill.  Lib.  u 
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O'er  iis  true  church  the  subtle  St.  Pol  (?)  sleep; 

Or 

weighty  deliberation.  Perhaps  this  is  the  last  public  remoii'- 
strance  which  will  ever  be  made.  I  would  not  scatter  my  words 
lightly  in  every  ear,  but  I  would  graft  them  where  they  might 
grow  and  bear.  At  this  hour  the  State  is  shaking  through  ail 
her  departmeats  :  and  nothing  is  now  indifferent,  which  can 
supply  aliment  for  health,  or  remedies  for  a  mortal  distempera* 
ture. 

The  grand  and  chief  supporters  of  our  Country  in  the  Par* 
liament,  the  La^v,  and  the  Church,  must  proceed  from  the  Uni« 
versities.  Upon  them,  primarily  and  ultimately,  as  to  our 
governors  and  legislators,  Domus  inclinata  recumbit.  Nothing 
should  be  suffered  to  diminish,  or  to  sully  the  character  of  Mr 
Athens,  and  pollute  the  fountains  of  Ilyssus.  In  these  retire- 
ments, every  science^  and  every  art,  and  every  accomplishment 
which  are  good  and  essential  to  man  in  civilised  society,  may 
be  pursued  with  effect;  and  a  solemn  account  rendered  to  the 
kingdom.  In  them  the  Youth  of  this  Kingdom  may  best  learn 
the  foundation  of  all  knowledge;  the  principles  of  evidence  in 
tacred  and  human  affairs;  the  nature  of  legitimate  argument; 
the  eternal  power  of  truth  opposed  to  thesubtjeties  of  sophistry  { 
the  proofs  of  revelation,  and  the  best  introduction  to  k,  th« 
higher  philosophy  of  Greece  and  Rome  ;  the  sources  of  his- 
tory ;  the  finished  modeb  of  classical  literature,  and  those 
alone;  the  principles  and  laws  of  ancient  composition;  the 
Jibhorrence  of  conceit  and  forced  thought ;  and  the  life-springs 
of  taste  and  of  good  conduct.  Whatever  can  bring  forth, 
strengthen,  amplify,  cultivate,  enlighten,  pnrify,  and  direct 
the  powers  of  the  human  mind,  within  those  limits  which  arc 
prescribed  by  it's  great  Creator,  and  not  beyond  them;  all 
these,  and  if  there  be  any  other  praise,  or  any  other  virtue, 
which  preserves  and  continues  to  man  the  blessings  of  lawful 

X  4  government^ 
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Or  bounds  with  Heretics  John  Milner  (s)  keep ; 


Or 


government,  and  of  subjection  to  God,  the  Author  of  all 
Order,  it  should  be  there  prosecuted,  recommended,  taught, 
and  enforced. 

I  call  upon  the  ministers  of  the  Crown,  upon  the  solemn 

Council  of  the  Nation,  upon  every  one  who  bears  legal  rule 

and  legislative  authority  in  the  kingdom,  to  hear  me,  and  to 
answer  me. 

Has  the  State  nothing  to  do  with  the  Governors  and  Tutors 
of  such  hallowed  and  important  retreats  of  arts,  and  elo* 
quence,  and  wisdom,  and  religion?  By  their  very  nature 
they  are  consecrated  to  a  high  and  holy  ministry,  to  a  strict 
fealty,  and  bounden  service  to  their  country.  THeir  Mf* 
nity  and  necessity  can  be  laid /irostr  ate  by  themselves  alwne.  If  they 
are  true  to  their  own  cause,  if  they  will  rouse  themselves  into 
a  vindication  of  the  great,  original,  master  principles  on  which 
they  were  founded,  they  may  continue  to  be  the  lights  of  the 
kingdom.  They  will  again  be  what  they  always  should  be,  a 
Pa'or  ExXsxTov,  a  Aaos  as  vepiTroiVKnVf  a  BxaiXsiov  iBparsvyLo^ 
the  best  and  the  strongest  literary  bulwark  and  fortress  against 
deception,  error,  sophistry,  anarchy,  and  the  wildncss  of  poll* 
tical  and  religious  confusion. 

lam  not  speaking  out  of  season,  or  without  necessity ;  lam 
speaking  in  soberness  and  in  truth.  While  the  words  are  passing 
from  me,  Jam  theb-«  juxta,  kt  tekebrosa  vobago.* 

I  will  extend  an  observation  or  two  on  the  method  of  Academi- 
cal study*  I  own  I  never  had  a  very  great  fear  or  apprehension* 
that  the  severe  and  most  indisjiensable  studies  of  Mathematica 
and  Natural  Philosophy  should  be  generally  carried  too  far. 
Into  the  inmost  recesses  of  any  study  few  are  permitted  to 

enter 
♦  Stat.  Theb.  L.  6. 
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Or  Wjlberforcc  range (rr)  lawless  through  the  town? 

Or 

enter*  In  Academical  education,  the  great  aim  and  end  should 
bCy  to  recommend  the  study  of  original  works  principally,  I 
think  almost  exclusively.  If  these  are  not  attended  to  at  the 
University,  they  are  seldom,  if  ever  read,  (I  am  sure  with  little 
effect)  at  any  other  period  of  life,  I  am  rigid  in  this  opinion  ;  for 
I  have  seen  it's  good  effects  in  men  of  eminence  who  adhered 
to  it.  **  Say,  wouldst  thou  hear  it  from  our  mouths,  or  from 
•*  our  Masters  ?''  were  the  words  of  the  weird  Sisters;  "  Call, 
*'  theoi,  let  me  see  them;"  was  the  reply  of  Macbeth.  In  this 
spirit  would  I  consider  the  books  proposed  for  the  subjects 
of  public  lectures.  By  way  of  instance,  Locke,  Grotius, 
Puffendorff,  Cumberland,  and  WooUaston,  should  be  preferred 
to  the  writers  who  have  arisen  since  their  day.  I  would 
object  to  Dr.Paley's  moral  and  political  Philosophy,  as  a  Lecture 
h^i^  solely  upon  this  principle;  for  it  is  a  book  of  great 
merit  and  of  general  utility.  New  morality,  new  metaphysics, 
and  new  politics,  are  introduced  unaiuares^  from  the  contagion 
of  the  time. 

I  would  call  the  rising  Youth  of  this  Country ,>  to  the  intense, 
and  fervent,  and  unremitting  study  of  the  ancient  classical 
writers,  (whom  I  need  not  name)  as  their  primjry  choice.  I 
call  upon  them  to  have  the  courage  to  be  ignorant  of  many 
subje^s,  and  of  many  authors,  at  their  inestimable  age.  I 
exhort  them  affectionately,  as  a  matter  of  the  most  serious 
importance,  never  to  pretend  to  study,  in  their  first  academical 
years,  what  they  design  as  the  ultimate  end  of  their  labours, 
I  mean  their  profession.  Their  whole  business  is  to  laj 
fhe  foundation  of  knowledge  ol^igina!,  sound,  and  strong. 

In  particular,  the  study  of  the  Law,  as  such^  should  never  be 
f  Rtcrcd  u|>0D|  even  'm  Jiminei  before  the  first  degree  in  arts 


r  no  ] 

Or  Mingay  be  the  glory  of  hb  gown; 


Or 


is  obtained.    The  fint  volama  indeed  of  BUckttoacPt  Cooh 
mentaries  may  be  read,  in  the  same  manner  aa  Robertioo'a 
Introduction  to  his  History  of  Charks  the  Fifth.    They  are 
both  chef-d'ceuvres  in  their  kind,  and  form  a  part  of  general 
knowledge.    The  specific  study  of  the  Law  in  the  Unhrersityt 
at  that  early  age,  confines  and  cripples  the  Acuities.    Such  a 
Student  may  arrive  at  mere  knowledge^  as  a  special  pleader i 
but  he  will  never  be  illustrious,  nor  ornamental  to  Kis  profesuoo. 
I  wish  to  observe  with  the  most  particular  emphasis,  that,  when  a 
young  man  has  once  entered  upon  any  profession  whatsoever,  bii 
education  has  in  fact  ceased.  They  who,  by  a  patient  contino* 
ance  and  undiverted  attention  to  academical  studies  tf/mrr,  ban 
aought  for  the  original  materials  of  science  and  of  toltd  fuHf 
have  seldom  failed  in  their  great  pursuit. 

I  am  zealous  for  the  honour  and  the  utility  of  both  our  Uni- 
versities: I  am  earnest  in  my  words  and  thoughts.  I  see  and  hear 
them  too  frequently,  and  most  unworthily,  traduced  in  writing 
and  in  conversation.  I  see  the  institution  ridiculed  and  soeeretf 
at  by  the  thoughtless,  by  the  ignorant,  and  0y  the  designiog. 
But  it  is  a  common  cause.  They  should  always  be  termed,  in 
literary  dignity  and  with  a  prophetic  spirit,  thfe  **  JEneadtt 
**  magnos  et  nobile  Pallanteum !"  I  am  for  no  balance  of  merit 
between  them;  I  wish  to  see  no  sparkles  from  their  coUisioii: 
but  I  would  have  them  grow  brighter  and  more  illnstrioiisfiw 
mutual  reflection. 

But  if  they  are  doomed  to  fall,  and  the  mortal  hour  ef 
democracy,  confufion,  and  tyranny  is  approaching,  THia  BOOXf 
till  it  is  prohibited  by  a  Directory,  will  shew  that  they  had 
a  friend,  hU  enough  to  contend  to  the  last  for  their  original  and 
inherent  dignity,-    A  friend  who  believed,  or  rather  who  knew, 

then 


[    33«    ] 
Or  Erskine  cease  from  impotent  grimace, 


And 


tbem  to  be  capable,  in  their  high  functions,  to  maintain  and 
tdorn  the  principles  of  happiness,  and  safety,  and  learning,  and 
comfort,  and  hope,  and  good  conscience;  against  foppery,  and 
£ilsc  science,  and  the  degradation  of  the  intellect,  and  frippery, 
and  pompous  nonsenae,  and  the  insolence  of  sciolists,  and  the 
neglect  of  good  writing  and  of  good  manners.  A  friend  who^ 
with  no  false  enthusiasm,  would  secure  the  permanency  of 
THBSB  ILLUSTRIOUS  INSTITUTIONS,  with  every  monument  of 
andent  arts,  and  eloquence,  and  science,  consecrated  by  the 
■  ministry  of  religion  to  the  stability  of  the  state,    (Nov.  1797.) 

[m)  The  Rev.  W.  Langford,  D.  D.  Canon  of  Windsor,  and 
IfOwer  Master  of  Eton  School.  An  instructor  of  much  industry 
tnd  ability,  and  not  without  liveliness.  It  is  particular,  that 
his  Majesty  never  leaves  Windsor  for  Cheltenham,  Weymouth, 
or  any  other  place,  but  all  the  public  papers  instantly  inform 
Bs  of  Dr.  Langford's  loyal  attention.  **  The  King  arrived  at 
^  Weymouth  on  such  or  soch  a  day;  the  next  week  Dr. 
**  Langford  set  off  from  Eim^  and  preached  before  his  Majesty 
*'  the  following  Sunday.*'  It  is  hardly  fair  to  his  reverend 
rural  Brethren.  His  Majesty  should  not  be  accustomed  only 
to  me  kind  of  excellence* 

The  Doctor,  on  these  occasions,  suddenly  disappears,  and 
like  the  River  Alpheus,  having  glided  softly  under  the  Sicaniaa 
waves,  (uncontaminated  by  thesaltnessof  the  ocean)  rises  again 
smnJandfrcih  in  the  pulpit  at  Weymouth.  This  is  very  kind. 
The  Doctor  seems  unwilling  to  trust  the  royal  theology  to  the 
country  curates  even  for  a  few  weeks,  during  his  Majesty's 
absence  from  the  heavenly  consistory  at  Windsor,,  now  his  onfy 
Ch^laiv^  wbO|  it  is  hoped,  attend  deeply  to  their  theological 

itadies«. 
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Alid  his  appeals  to  (/)  God,  his  prime  disgrace; 

Or 

ftudicf*    This  is  very  conMd^nte  ia  Dr.  Lan^ford,  and  a  bigh 
mark  of  his  loyal  attachment. 

♦*  Mon  chcr  Dfl/iini^  sure  you  will  agree, 
•*  That  for  (a  Bishofi)  non  so  tit  as  ///, 
•*  U^o  gives  the  King  such  very  good  avis^* 
See  the  Probationary  Odes,   by   Friar  Lawrence  and  bfi 
(ci-devant)  conventual  brethren.     (Nov.  1797.) 

(mm)  I  allude  to  a  learned,  modest,  ingenious,  and  lahoriooi 
gentleman,  who  has  educated  many  of  the /rj/ sons  of  thefint 
nobility  and  gentry  of  this  country  between  twenty  aod  thirty 
years,  with  unremitting  pergonal  diligence  and  ability,  Hf  il 
but  just  promoted,^  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  know  hio^ 
and  to  the  shame  of  those  who  have  so  long  neglected  him. 

Qni&gremio  EnceUdi  doctique  Pal^momis  aScrt^ 
Quantum  CRAMMATicus  MERUIT  j.ABoa? 

*As  my  notes  have  attracted  the  attention  of  men  c^  high  raok 
and  consequence,  (and  perhaps  lutve  reached  the  ear  ef  hings)^  I 
cannot  help  suggesting  the  impropriety  and  injustice  oi dehjhtg 
the  reward  of  those,  who  deserve  so  highly  of  their  country,  as 
the  Masters  of  our  great  public  schools,  and  of  nme  privatt 
Instructors.  There  are  many  ecclesiastical  preferments  per* 
fectly  compatible  with  their  important  ofi^ce,  and  whicli  should 
be  conferred,  ^*  before  the  spirit  of  distributing  prebeads  aiwl 
**  bishoprics  shall  have  departed  from  the  Ministers**  (of  ao| 
time,)  to  use  the  phrase  of  Junius. 

As  I  would  console  some  of  my  learned  friends  whose  prefer* 
ment,  though  it  tarry,  will  not  be  (as  I  hope)  long  in  abtyaoce| 
I  wish  tbcy  would,  in  the  mean  timci  contemplate  the  energy 

«f 

*  f  eb.  1798.    Need  I  name  The  Rev.  Dr.  Goodeaough  X 


[    333    ] 
ifton's  virtues,  to  their  latest  day. 

Expire 

bllowing  classical  sentence,  preferable  even  to  the 
of  Tully  himself.    **  Status  dicitur  a  stando,  quia 

quis  habet  unam  bonain  Prxbendam  turn  dicimus, 
Stat.'*     Epist.    Obscurorum    virorum.     Enquire    at 

istcr,sDurhain,  Winchester,  Worcester  and  Windsor. 

798. 

:hard  Warren,  M.  D.  a  learned  and  able  Physician 
ime.  *'  The  well  curved  palm"  is  the  attitude  of  a 
physician,  when  he  is  about  to  leave  his  patient,  and 
e  naturally  closes  upon  his  fee.  As  I  have  a  high 
for  the  Medical  art,  I  will  gratify  Dr.  Warren,  and 
:her  ingenious  gentlemen  of  the  profession,  with 
:t  from  one  of  the  Elogia  written  by  Sammarthanus; 
s  to  a  physician,  whom  he  names  Marescottus. 
deris  Marescottum  nostrum  tria  se  sacrac  arti 
)  (Medics  scilicet)  debre  professum  quibis  caruisset,  si 
/««r  a  /larentibus  sacerdotium  suscepisset ;  scilicet  sani- 
athleticam  aetatis  anno  Samo,  centum  aureorum  millia^ 
intimam  innumerorum  iliustrium  amicitlaoi/'  Sam* 
log.  p.  83  and  84.  N.  B.  Though  the  Doctor  rejected 
opositum  sacerdotium,"  for  himself,  yet  his  Brother, 
.  of  Bangor,  was  made  into  a  Bishof  by  fraternal  skill  in 
of  Lord  North. 

this  note  was  first  printed,  (July  1797,)  the  public 
ented  the  loss  of  this  acute  and  very  learned  physician. 
imur^  &c.  &c. 

lis  allusion  was  evidently  made  since  the  26th  of  Feb. 

)n  after  which  the  Bank  iffued  the  One  Pound  notes,  to 

disquiet  of  the  faculty. 

{{)  •*  Siccat 
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Expire  in  Junius,  and  revive  in  Gray;  (//) 

Or, 

(f)  *<  Sicmt  ifntqiuda  calices  Convivt  Sicerdoi.**  It  it  well 
known  iy  the  Clergy  of  a  powerful  oonhern  diocese^  that  oa 
public  days,  when  the  Claret  or  Burgundy  arriTcs  at  a  certaiii 
distance  from  the  top  of  the  table,  where  my  Lord  it  tcatcd, 
the  attracting  power  suddenly  draws  the  bottlet  oirtfs  the 
table.  Ipse  capillato  diflfusum  contule  potat.  Thit  it  m 
an  anecdote  of  other  times  \  it  it  true  at  thit  hour.  (Jaiyt 
1797.)  When  avarice,  pride,  and  meanness  aft  apoa  tde 
mind  at  once,  I  leave  it  to  the  metaphysicians  to  determine  the 
curve  in  which  it  moves.— I  say  no  more. 

(r)  The  Bishop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  to  whom  the  chief  care  of 
the  public  largess  of  this  kingdom  to  the  French  EmigrtnCs, 
sacred  and  profane,  is  committed.  I  refer  the  reader  to  «// my 
notes  on  the  Roman  Catholic  cause,  in  the  Third  Dialogue  tf 
the  P.  of  L. 

It  is  indeed  trae  that  the  Popbdom  is  now  talliv} 
but  the  s/iirit  of  it^  I  still  maintain^  is  neither  extinct  nor 
asleep.  By  way  of  Contrast^  I  cannot  refrain  from  preseot- 
ing-to  the  reader  the  picture  of  Pope  PaiIl  the  FourtIi 
as  drawn  by  the  master  hand  of  Paolo  Sarpi.  I  will  not  injare 
the  sublimity  and  force  of  the  language  by  a  translation.  He 
well  knew  the  court  and  the  policy  of  Papal  Rome,  and  they 
k<iew  him.  **  E'  ben  cosa  certa,  que  Paolo,  come  quello  chc 
era  d^animo  grande,  e  dc' vasti  pciisicri,  teneva  per  ticurodi 
poter  remediafe  a  tutti  i  disordini  per  la  s$ia  sua  autontd  fm- 
vficede ;  ne  riputava  di  aver  hisogna  in  cio  di  Prineifie  mlctmt 
tolito  di  non  parlar  mai  con  gli  Ambasciadori,  se  mm  tMtcagih 
dogli  nelle  crecchie  che  bgli  era  sopra  tutti  gli  Privcipi! 
che  non  voleva  che  alcuao  d'cssi  domesticasse  tccow  cht  ffieva 
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Or,  by  the  wayward  justice  of  the  land. 


Great 


mutar  regnt^  che  era  SuccstsoiL  di  Chi  hi  deposto   Re  et 
Iinpcradori.*'* 

This  picture  of  a  Pope,  in  the  plenitade  of  pontile  power, 
should  be  presented  to  all  Christian  Countries,  '*  in  /icrpetuam 
•*  ret  memwriam^^  that  they  may  contemplate  what  this  spiiitual 
tyranny  and  usurpation  once  were,  and  what  the  principles  of 
the  Romish  Church  sacred  and  political  (which  never  change 
in  essence,  6ubsta«ce,  or  spirit  under  any  calamity)  will  at  all 
times  naturally  introduce,  whenever  they  obtain  their  full 
operation.  "  Ubi^  Papa  ihi  RomaT*  in  sttcula  saeculornmf 
Let  England  look  to  this.     ( 1 797.) 

(f)  To  the  retital  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cause  in 
Great  Britain,  ••  Pestis  ero  vivens."  I  have  given  indeed  more 
time  and  study  to  this  Roman  Catholic  subje£^  than  any  man 
perhaps,  at  this  time^  will  think  it  deserves.  I  have  perused 
many  a  dull  and  uninteresting  tract,  even  of  their  own 
squabbles  among  one  another,  much  to  the  loss  of  my  own 
quiet.  In  general  I  pass  them  over,  and  confign  them  to 
their  own  dullness.  But  there  is  one  pamphlet,  not  for  .nny, 
even  the  least,  excellence  of  the  composition,  but  for  the  viru- 
lence of  it's  spirit,  which  I  call  into  public  notice,  if  the  public 
will,  or  can  feel  upon  the  subject.  It  is  intitled  **  A  Reply 
**  to  the  Report  published  by  the  Cisalpine  Club  on  the  authen« 
**  ticity  of  the  Protestation  at  the  British  Museum,  &c.  &c.  by 
•^  the  Rev.  John  Milner,'*  Printed  for  Coghlan,  Duke  Street, 
Grosvenor  Square,  1795.  It  is  written,  as  the  title  page 
informs  me,  by  one  John  MiLNsa,  a  Provincial  Priest  rest, 
^ent  (as  I  am  told)  at  Winchester,  not  an  emigraot^  nor  in  the 

King's 
f  Istor*  del  Concil.  Trident,  Lib.  ;• 


C    336    3 

Great  Mansfield  fall  by  an  Attorney's  hand;  (z)  zia 

Of 

Xmg's  House  (while  the  Priests  lived  there  en  masse^  bat  tbe 
priest  of  a  private  chapel  in  that  city. 

He  seems  by  his  writings,  (I  know  no  more  of  him)  to  be 
of  the  most  intolerant  principles,  and  deliberate  in  the  applkt* 
tion  of  them.  He  exhibits  at  once  the  extremes  of  fierceoesi 
and  of  impotence.  But  he  represents  the  opinions  of  a  vety  Imge 
portion  of  their  body,  by  whom  ht  \s  accredited.  Hcisvenr 
cautious  in  his  pamphlet,  ns  he  thinks,  but  his  caution  speakf 
plainer  langviage  than  the  frankness  of  the  most  open  declara* 
tion.  *^  It  is  apprehended  (he  says)  that  the  publication  of  the 
•*  facts  in  question  might  /irove  detrimental  to  the  CaihoUe  InteitA 
•*  (observe  t  he  w  ords)  on  any  future  afipUcation  to  theLegtslame^ 
p.  36.  We  see  this  ixiary  priest  has  not  thought  proper  to 
conceal  that  they  have  further  intentions.  He  tries  the  ground 
before  him^  but  his  steps  are  uneasy.  The  indulgence,  it 
seems,  is  not  to  rest  here  ;  for  the  lenity  of  our  governmeit  ]!•• 
turally  leads  to  other  demands.  With  this  clue  in  my  band,  I 
have  little  difficulty  to  pass  through  the  intricacy  of  this  Romisli 
labyrinth. 

In  another  part  of  Mr,  Milner's  "  Reply,'*  his  indignition 
rises  against  some  expressions  in  the  declaration  of  the  Catho- 
lics. We  see  the  embers  under  which  the  fire  is  not  yet 
extinguished.  He  is  «fraid,  that  lue  Protestants  should  think 
that  the  spirit  of  his  church  has  suffered  an  abatetneat 
««  Thus  to  MY  judgment  (he  cries  out)  am  I  and  tbe  whole 
•*  Catholic  body,  ^without  consenting  to  ity  pledged  in  the  face  of 
*'  the  Legi>lature,  to  condemn  the  wars  of  Charlemajrne,  mi 
*•  THE  Crusade  against  the  infamous  Albigbnses."  p. at. 
I  hope  we  are  all  children  of  mercy,  trained  and  educated  in 
the  benevolence  and  charity  which  Christ  has  taught  and  cio- 

f6rcc«| 
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one  mean  cause  the  virtuous  (a)  Scoti  maintain. 

Turn 

d,  and  if  we  have  read  the  history  of  that  infernal  and 
lerous  persecQtion  of  the  devoted  Albigenses,  (whose  dr^ 
a  was  their  determined  opposition  and  resistance  to  the 
I  tyranny^)  what  opinion,  or  what  coniment  shall  we  form 
lit  merciless  priest,  who  after  the  lapse  of  ceilturiti^  ftKi9 
%me  passions  and  the  samt  thirst  of  blood  against  these  inno^ 
victims  of  popish  and  arbitrary  violence,     Crimine  ok  amf 

EOMNffsIf  ' 

la 

The  Albigenses  were  a  sect  of  the  Waldensei,  who  had  their 
n  the  twelfth  century.  I  know  what  the  malice  of  their 
kies  has  suggested  against  them.  This  is  not  a  place  to 
8S  history,  but  I  refer  the  statesman  to  Thiianus,  L.  i.  S.i6. 
I.  p.  221.  ed.  Buckley;  For  their  confession  of  faith^ 
h  was  presented  to  King  Francis  the  First,  by  the  wretched 
I  ant  of  these  Albigenses,  I  refer  the  theological  and  politi- 
sader  to  Sandins's  Hist.  Eccles.  It  is  an  honour  to  their 
ion.  Sandi OS's  words  begin  :  ^*  A.  1544.  Merindoliani  et 
iprarienses,  existentesqae  Reliquiae  Alhigcnsium  sequential 
ci  suae  ^onfcssionem  obtulenmt  Francisco  I.  Regi  (Salliie, 
am  a  majoribus  quasi  per  manus  acceperant,  abhinc  anno 
stChristi  Jncam;  1200,"  &c.  Sand  Hist.  E.  p.  425;. 
The  unwarrantable  violence  of  this  Romish  Priest,  John 
er,  in  his  ponderous  History  of  Winchester,  (to  some  tenets 
lich,  though  mitred  Rochester  has  nodtied  on  them  unpercei  ved, 
iticism  of  the  Attorney-General  might  certainly  beappKted 
effect,)  has  called  forth  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  SxuaoEss,  a 
erate,  seasonable,  manly,  and,  in  some  parts,  an  eloquent 
ice  of  the  Protestant  Cause.  See  his  Answer  to  Mr. 
er.   But  in  the  House  of  Lords  I  find, 

"  Still  to  one  Bisitfi  Milncr  seems  a  wit.'* 

Y  In 
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Turn  law  to  trade^  cr  deem  religion  vain  y 

And 

In  our  dread  and  natural  horror  of  Atheism  and  of  Anarcbj, 
why  are'0#  to  revive  superstition  and  tjranny  ?  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  bur 
to  my  apprehension  it  is  a  measure  full  of  danger.  I(  is  tt 
one  stroke  to  alter  the  fundamental  law  and  constitution  of  the 
country.  I  write  in  Great  Britain,  and  direct  my  thoughts  for 
this  kingdom,  wishing  for  fieace^  tranquillitj^  and  uuiw  between 
the  two  Islands.     (July  1797.) 

(/)  Nothing  can  be  more  offensive,  more  injudicious,  and  id 
some  instances  more  profane,  than  when  a  Barrister  appeals  H 
Goii  for  the  truth  of  every  assertion  made  in  a  court  of  law,  and 
in  many  cases  when  the  facts  have  been  doubtful,  and  sometimes 
liave  been  afterwards  proved  to  be  false.  I  call  this  a  prim  Ms* 
graeex  and  I  hope  i}0  Barrister  of  ability  will  follow  tbisflipptot 
and  rash  habit  of  Mr.  Erskine,  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
which  'Uie  have  all  so  repeatedly  witnessed.  Mr.  £rskine*sova 
better  sense  and  serious  thought  (for  I  believe  he  has  some 
serious  thoughts)  will  restrain  him  in  future.  Bat  public  men 
must  be  told  of  their  faults  publicly.  (1797.) 

(//)  The  fate  of  the  present  Duke  of  Grafton  is  singular.  He 
has  been  ceUhrated  by  the  first  prose  writer,  and  the  first  poet  of 
the  age.    (1797.) 

(z)  See  a  long  law-life  in  4to.  of  the  great  Earl  Mansfield, 
Lord   Chief  Justice  of  the  Kings  Bench ;   by  Mr.  HoUiday, 

in 

I  am  glad  however  to  see  the  attention  which  men  of  sense  and 
judgment  begin  to  give  to  the  real  spirit  of  the  Roman 
Catholics;  and  in  proportion  to  the  accuracy,  learning,  nod 
judgment  with  which  it  is  apprehended,  understood,  and  repre- 
sented to  this  kingdom,  in  that  same  degree  wiU  ouit  Coasti- 
tution  in  Church  and  State  be  found  and  acknowledged  10  |t 
the  strongest  bulwark  of  Christianity  and  Liberty. 

Jngl'.a  sic  stasia  I  Christiq^b  aux  AtTA  maneiit\ 
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And  (i)  Rose  with  coy  submission,  modest  gtacc,  ' 
Hise  to  explain  his  sinecures  and  place ; 
Or  downright  Peter  {a)^  rough  with  many  a  sqar, 
Feather  his  quills,  or  smooth  his  shafts  of  war; 

Or 

In  a  very  peculiar  style  indeed.  For  the  great^  part,  it  it  a 
bundle  of  reports,  and  hw  pleadings  strung  together.  It  ia 
astonishing  to  me,  that  Conveyancers  and  Attorneys,  who 
really  appear  not  to  know  how  to  construct  a  single  sentencciy 
ivithoot  provoking  a  smile  at  some  error  in  grammar,  language^ 
or  metaphor,  will  think  themselves  qualified  to  deliver  down 
to  posterity  the  lives  of  great  men.  Luckily,  Mr.  HoUiday's 
zeal  does  not  offend  us  in  rhyme.  The  friendship  and  the 
verse  of  Pope,  as  well  as  the  splendour  of  his  own  abilities,  and 
the  dignity  of  their  high  exertions,  have  secured  an  eternity  of 
reputation  to  Lord  Chief  Justice  Maksfibld,  which  can 
©ever  fall— even  by  Mr.  Holliday's  attempt.  (Nov.  1797.) 

{a)  Sir  John  Scott,  Attorney  General.  (1797-)  now  the  Rt« 
Hon.  Lord  Eldon.  (1800.) 
(i)  George  Rose,  Esq.  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  &c.  &c.  &6. 
&c.  &c.  &c.  ice.  &c. 

{a)  The  celebrated  Peter  Porcupine,  or  Mr. William  Cobbett* 
I  find  the  following  character  of  him,  written  when  he  resided 
at  Philadelphia,  which  I  willingly  transcribe,  *^  America 
lias  not  a  more  active,  zealous,  and  useful  citiaten,  or  Great 
Britain  a  luarmer  friend^  than  honest  Peter.  In  his  literarjf 
features  he  is  rather  roughly  stamped ;  but  he  understands  the 
time.  He  can  descant  upon  the  deformity  of  it,  and  hold  a 
looking  glass  to  the  world,  wherein  they  may  see  strange  sights.* 
There  is  a  vigour,  a  simplicity,  and  an  upright  intention  in  all 
his  works,  which  speak  to  the  heart.  When  Nature  and  honesty 
are  working  at  the  root,  the  plants  will  be  sound  and  healthy* 
L^ta  ctfwtia  surgvnt^  qui/ife  solo  Natura  subest.    I  offer,  with 

Y  a  pleasure 
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Or  He,  whose  Essence  {aa)  wit  and  taste  approval 
Jorgct  the  mulberry  tarts  {bi)  that  Dryden  lov'd. 

Soonef 
pleasure,  this  passing  tribtile  to  a  bold,  sensible,  industrious 
spirited,  and  most  de?erving  man.''^ 

If  Mr.Cobbett  will  ifctu  consider  the  different  meridians  of 
London  and  Philadelphia,  and  the.  general  polished  state  of 
society  and  taste  in  England,  and  will  accordingly  temfer  aad 
regulate  his  language  and  his  most  honest  zeal,  I  thinky  that  his 
strong  understanding,  acctirate  information,  and  cogent  argu« 
tnents  may  effect  much  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain  at  her 
utmost  need.  {Nov.  1800.) 

{aa)  See  the  Second  Edition  of  a  Pamphlet  entitled,  "  Thb 
EfffSKCE  OF  Malonb,  or  the  Beauties  of  that  'fascinating 
Writer,  extracted  from  his  immortal  work  in  Five  Hundred 
Sixty-nine  pages  and  a  quarter,  just  published,  and,  with  his 
accustomed  felicity,  entitled,  Some  account  of- the  Life  and 
Writings  of  John  Dryden ! !  I" 

It  is  evidently  the  composition  of  a  ^man  of  learning  and 
genius,  and  a  smart  but  playful  satirist,  who  is  also  master  of  the 
liberal  dialectic  weapons  of  a  Lawyer;  and  Mr.  Malone  has 
perpetual  reason  to  exclaim  with  Whiskerandos  in  the  CritiCf 
**  That  thrust  in  tierce  was  fatal/* — These  Canons  of  Biographj, 
an  eternal  lesson  to  all  the  dull  biographers  and  writers  of  the 
age,  are  not  more  happily  conceived  than  illustrated  with  t(i« 
wit  and  humour  of  RabeJais  and  Sterne.     (Nov.  1800.). 

{hb)  «*  He  eat,  with  Madam  Reeve,  tarts  at  the  Mulberry 
Garden,"  &c.  Malone's  Lire  of  Dryden,  p,  466.  These  Af«/. 
Serty  Tarts^  were  not  given  to  Dryden  by  the  Minister  of  King 
Charles,  but  he  paid  Madam  Reeve  for  them  himself;  though 
Mr.  Malone  has  most  unaccountably  neglected  to  mention  $k 
frice^  and  also  hew  many  he  ear  at  one  visit  to  the  Lady ;  which  arc 
the  only  omissions  rf  consequence  in  that  mo%x  fascinating  piece  of 
Biography.    The  playful  author  of  the  Essence^  like  the  JEgIc 

^^aduia 

•  Prefatory  Epistle  to  the  Translations  of  the  P.  of  l^  p.  49 
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Sooner  Lord  William,  and  the  Duke  divide 

From  their  Elysian  Father's  [cc)  holy  side;  130 

Or  the  Bank  bow  to  Pitt's  imperial  creed; 

Or  Dramatists  to  public  trust  succeed ; 

Sooner  to  France  Thames  roll  his  current  strong. 

Than  men  love  verse,  high  fancy,  or  the  song. 

Taught  by  the  muse,  and  by  her  wisdom  wise. 
Think  not,  a  Poet's  name  I  lightly  prize  : 
*But  in  the  wane  of  Empires,  (mark  the  hour  !) 
Vice  and  the  Sword  consolidate  all  pow'r; 

Laws  pass  their  (r)  bounds ;  few  statesmen  stand  erect; 

AH 
>Jaiadum  pulcherrimay  has  thrown  a  few  ftowery  wreaths  round 
this  modern  Drydenian  wizard,  when  napping  in  his  study,  and 
for  the  amusement  of  the  public,  like  the  wanton  nymph,  hat 
painted  his  forehead  a  little  between  his  sleeping  and  waking; 
lamque  vidcnti 
Sangnineh  frontem  worn,  et  tcmpora  pingit,  ^ 

Even  in  our  days,  Mr.  Pitt's  Confectioner  has  not  indeed 
much  business  in  making  Mulbnry  tarts  for  the  fioets  by  order  of' 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  except  for  a  very  in({?niou8/ 
poetical,  and  eloquent  Anti-Jacobin,  who  has  MuUerry  tsrts 
with  Jtuff 'paste  every  day  from  the  Minister's  own  tabis,  and 
sometimes  Rice  Crust  by  Mr,  Dundas's  Cook.  See  the  India 
Board.<-»*'  I  have  begun  to  plant  thee,  and  will  lahnur  to  make 
THBB  FULL  OF  GRowiNO:"  Mr.  P.  to  Mr.  C.     (Nov.  1800.) 

(ff)  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Queenbberry,  Lord  William 
Gordon,  et  sa  Saintetc  MedicmaUy  Le  Perc  Eltsee,  Tria  lumina 
Gentis.  *•  I  like  to  preserve  all  the  little  traits  of  character  of  tho 
♦*  time."    See  Mr.  Slicridan  or  Mr.  Puff,  in  the  Critic. 

(r)  The  violence,  sedition,  and  daring  wickedness  of  timet 
lib  /^i»pro(iucc  the  necessity  of  extending  laws  and  regulations, 
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All  in  their  country*s  name,  themselves  protect ; 
The  public  hopes  with  public  credit  sink, —      241 
At  suck  an  hour,  when  men  to  madness  think, 
What  is  a  Poet,  what  is  fiction's  strain  ? 
Junius  [d)  might  probe  a  Nation's  wounds  in  vain. 

As  from  a  diamond  globe,  with  rays  conder.se, 

'Ti^  Satire  gives  the  strongest  light  to  sense. 

To  thought  compression,  vigour  to  the  soul. 

To  language  bounds,  to  fancy  due  controul. 

To  tnith  the  splendour  of  her  awful  face. 

To  learning  dignity,  to  virtue  grace,  250 

To  conscience  stings,  beneath  the  cap  or  crown, 

To  vice  that  terror  she  will  feel,  and  own. 

But 

and  tOi%  which  arc  declared  tem/ntrary^  and  called  for  by  that 
necessity  alone.  When  the  danger  is  passed,  the  Conititution 
if  again  left  to  protect  itself  by  it's  ancient  laws,  if  that  danger 
can  mnvy  or  ever^  pass  from  ys.  This  is  what  Octavius  seems 
to  mean,  by  •'  laws  patsing  their  bounds,"  &c.  in  this  and  the 
following  lines;  and  in  this  sense  I  hope  he  will  be  understood. 
(July  1797.) 

(d)  O  magna  sacer  et  superbus  umbra ! 

Stat.  Sylv.  L.  9.  Carm.  7. 

Junius  lold  the  nation,  that  "  a  time  might  arrive,  at  which 
•*  every  inferior  cousiJer  at  ion  must  yield  to  the  Security  of  THE 
«*  Sovereign,  iw^/tf  the  general  safety //i^ State."  In* 
troduct.  to  Lett.  35.  This  is  not  the  doctrine  of  Hornc  Tooke, 
and  the  desperate  French  Factions,  and  seditious  societies  now  in 
^England  and  Ireland.  Junius  had  not  so  learned  tht  Constitu* 
tion  of  England ;  nor  has  the  Author  of  the  P.  of  L.  »o  learned 
it,    (July  1797.) 
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But  if  in  love  with  fiction  still,  at  Court 
Present  in  verse  some  new  Finance  Report, 
How  taxes,  funds,  and  debts  shall  disappear. 
Or  in  the  fiftieth,   or  five-hundredth  year. 

O'er  secret  armaments  in  silence  doze. 
To  Pult'ney's  sailing  join  his  Belgian  prose  ;' 
Paint  him  triumphant  o'er  the  Iberian  main, 
**  Divide  and  part  his  severed  fleet  in  twain,"  (<•) 
At  Malta,  or  the  Tagus  hail  Sir  Ralph,  261 

All  ends  attain'd,  and  all  the  soldiers  safe ! 

Or  on  the  gale  to  Britain's  kindred  shore 
Breathe  songs  of  Union,  and  imperial  lore; 
Her  Senate  firm,   her  statesmen  nobly  bold, 
Islor  dup'd  by  Foster,  nor  to  Grattan  sold; 
In  bright  array  see  where  lerne  stands, 

Pitt's  new  Briareus  with  a  hundred  hand$ : 

What 

{e)  A  line  from  the  art  of  Sinking  in  &c.  by  Martirms 
Scriblerus,  It  is  said  that  a  new  chapter  on  the  art  of  Secrecy  in 
campaigns  by  sea  andland^  in  the  hand- writing  of  that  great  statds- 
man  and  philosopher  Martinus  Scriblerus,  has  lately  been  disco* 
v€red  at  Pope's  House  at  Twickenham,  and  kindly  communi- 
cated to  the  ministers  by  the  noble  possessor.  It  is  said  to  have 
been  of  singular  service  in  some  late  expeditions^  in  which 
better  appointed  Fleets  and  more  gallant  armies  were  never  sent 
forth  to  assert,  protect,  and  amplify  the  power  of  the  British 
Eippire.    (Nov,  i8qo.) 

y4 
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What  vocal  transports  round  the  Speaker  play ! 

St.  Patrick  animates  dull  Stephen's  clay  !  a/o 

While  ancient  art  supplies  unhop*d-for  aid. 

And  she\\'$  Job's  patience  (/)  on  the  wall  displayed! 

Or  tread  the  maze  oi  picturesque  delight. 

From  Holwood  paint  with  Pitt  the  prospect  bright; 

Without  one  "  line  of  boundary"  to  speech. 

The  summit  oi conceit  with  Gilpin  {g)  reach. 

In 

(/)  When  the  House  of  Commons  was  enlarged  for  the  re« 
ccption  of  the  Im/ieiial  Parliament,  after  the  Union  Act  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  several  ancient  paintings  in  fine 
preservation  and  in  brilliant  colours  were  discovered  on  the 
walls  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  one  of  which  the  Royal  Society 
of  Antiquaries  in  London,  with  an  archni^ss  and  anticipating 
pleasantry  not  always  belonging  to  that  ^r^^/^w/V  r»  tof/is^h^ 
determined  to  be  the  family  of  the  hatient  Job!  which 
is  by  some  members  considered  as  a  beautiful  periphrasis  for 
the  future  H.  of  C.  when  they  meet.  O  qui  complexiu  et 
gaudla  quanta ! 

It  is  said  (I  know  not  with  what  truth)  that  the  Speaker  in 
the  excess  and  fervour  of  his  gratitude  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks 
to  the  Society  on  the  occasion,  which  the  ministers  wichont 
any  reluctance  signed  in  a  round  Rohin*  It  is  imagined|tbat  tht 
Spe^ker^s  eye  will  be  frequently  directed  to  this  monument  of 
ancient  consolation  in  the  course  of  every  session,  after  th« 
Irish  imports.     (Nov.  1800.) 

{g)  I  am  under  the  necessity  cff  making  a  strung  rennonstranct 
againit  /ie  language  of  Mr.  Git  pin's  writings  on  Landscape  and 
t^e  Picturesque.  It  is  such  a  sartago  or  jargon  of  speech  as  it 
it^hoUy  unnecessary,  though  we  are  taught  to  believe  them  apfifOv 
priaic  terms.  They  absolutely  appear  in  troops.   /)///— ^«/«-^ 

GtanJ 
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In  DesolatiorCs  dresid /partitions  felt, 
With  iiifty  and  bole^  grand  masses,  hrst,  and  telt^ 

With 

Grand  MasieS'^^Bel/s — tnmuUut  Shudders'-^BurstS'^filail^  huud^ 
fions'-^Partitlons  of  DesolatioH'^ContiHents  cf  Prec'tfiicC'^ZTi^  a  huB* 
dred  more,  till  the  English  language  sets  all  English  meaning  at 
defiance. 

These  terms  are  not  the  parce  dttwta  of  Horace,  but  mens 
jargon  and  foolish  affectation.  Dilettanti  and  Connoisseurs  al- 
most b!tlsh  to  use  them.  A  teroi  or  word  may  not  be  quits 
obvious  or  easy,  and  yet  it  may  not  be'  affected  ;  but  the  rage  of 
the  Concetto  admits  no  *^  line  of  boundary/'  as  these  gentlemea 
love  to  talk.  To  use  the  words  oi  Shakspeare  in  one  oi  his  c^wi 
plays,  (as  \Ipow  seems,  for  Dr.  Farmer  and  George  Steevens, 
Esq.  take  from  him  and  give  to  hmjmt  as  theyfihase)^  *•  They 
*^  absolutely  mak«  a  battery  through  our  dclenceles8  parts*^ 
Pericles  Prince  of  Tyre,  Act  j.  Sc.  i. 

Simplicity  in  language  is  first  to  be  sought  p  strength  and 
dignity  will  follow.  Government,  the  arts,  morality,  and  reli- 
gion,  are  all  concerned  in  it's  preservation.  Mr.  Gilpin's 
works  on  other  subjects  have  and  deserve  high  approbation ; 
and  in  ail  but  the  pictuiesque  he  seems  as  ready  as  any  maa 
to  say,  "  State  super  vias  antiquas."     (1797O 

As  I  am  speaking  of  :>implicity  of  expression,  I  cannot  help 
fecommendlng  to  the  study  and  consideration  of  every  young 
classical  scholar  the  following  lines;  in  which,  without  the 
Aid  of  one  single  epithet,  Homer  presents  us  with  the  sublimest 
bnage/y,  the  most  powerful  language  and  harmonious  verse^ 
vhich  are  to  be  found  perhaps  in  all  the  records  of  all  poetry, 
Ix  U  the  picture  of  Neptune  raising  a  storm. 

CSq  giwcuv,  cvvay^M  vtfsXar,  crapaSs  ^6  ^rovrov 
Xgfffi  T^tccivotv  g\a/v*  itOLQQLsV  opo^uvkv  aiXKOLS 
ri«vTOi£i;v  aifefAaJv^   auv  te  vg^b£0^Ji  xa^ZA]/E 
foEiay  hi^kt  Kou  ttovtov*  opat^i  I*  8pavo9gy  Nul^ !  [a) 

(^)  Odys.  L.  s»  V.  59. 
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With  shudders  tr emulous  explore  your  way. 
Through /fAwAy  inuttdations  (/)  led  astray ;  280 

Till  tir*d  and  jaded  with  the  coxcomb  strains. 
Homeward  you  steal  through  Sorry *s  (g)  quiet  lanes, 
Renounce  all  Gilpin*s  jargon,'  said  or  sung. 
And  talk  of  Nature's  works  in  Nature's  tongue. 
But  still  keep  Method. 

AUTHOR, 

Method  > 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Yes :  'tis  plain. 
Connection,  order,  method  you  disdain : 

Be 

I  do  not  give  this  as  i  mere  citation,  but  I  give  it  to  cnforct 
ftrongiy,  that  young  men  of  genius  can  onJy  arrive  at  the 
maturity  of  excellence  by  the  ;r/r^7/^^  perusal  and  meditalnnon 
sttek  passages  in  the  greatest  authors.  When  Cicero  speaks  of 
Plato^  he  calls  hitn  with  peculiar  emphasis  the  '*  Dicendi  magister 
et  Effector  Plato.'*  We  may  fay  the  saa>e  of  Homer  and 
Pemosthencs,  and  extend  it  as  a  general  principle  for  those  who 
study  a^atn  and  again  the  best  and  most  finished  parts  of  classical 
writeis  ancient  or  modern.  It  is  by  this  exercise  alone,  joined  to 
the  practice  of  composition,  that  young  men  of  genius  and  no- 
remitting  application  will  preserve  in  this  country  the  very  sap 
and  life  blood  of  eloquence,  poetry,  and  just  writing,  pure  and 
untainted  with  the  nhlogiime  of  French  Lyceums,  the  jargon 
•I  debates,  metaphyiical  ve^etatiop,  botanical  rhyming*  and 
I  Ormc§M 
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Be  regular:  from  A  to  B  proceed; 

I  hate  your  zig-zag  verse,  and  wanton  heed. 

AUTHOR. 
Say  then,  a  simple  Story  shall  I  tell  ? 
A  MAN  OF  METHOD  IS  the  theme*  290 

OCTAVIUS. 
'Tis  welK 

AUTHOR. 

There  liv'd  a  Scholar  {k)  late,  of  London  fame, 

A  Doctor,  (/)  and  Morosophos  {k)  his  name : 

From 

Cruscan  nonsense.   Learning  will  thus  resume  her  rights,  which 
her  false  representative  has  awhile  usurped. 

Muitos  modo  falsa  revisens 

Lusit; — AT  IN  SOLIDO    RURSU8  DoCTRIKA   LOCAIIT, 

(Nov.  1800.) 

(/)  j^nglice,  "  Fens." 

{g)  '*  Stealing  through  the  quiet  lanes  of  Surry,''  is  an 
«flsy  and  happy  expression  (eurmn  omnia  f)  of  Mr.  Gilpin.  See 
Qhservat.  on  the  Lakes  of  Westmoreland,  &c.     Vol.  2.  p.  268. 

{h)  When  I  am  very  particular  in  the  description  of  a  cba- 
racter,  I  abstain  from  giving  the  least  hint  of  a  real  name. 
**  Quis  rapist  ad  se  quod  erit  commune  omnium  ?"  or  in  Le 
Sage's  inimitable  language,  *<  qui  se  fera  connoitre  mal  a 
*^  propos?"  I  only  give  this  as  A  Character^  and  say  no  more. 

(/)  The  word  and  title  of '•'  Doctor"  is  miserably  abused. 
Crasmus  long  ago  in  an  Epistle  from  Lou  vain  in  1520  to  the 
celebrated  Cardinal  Campeggio,  observed  with  some  indigna- 
tion, }*  ITriiie  DocTORis  titulo  gloriantur,  nisi  ut  docbant?'* 
Erasmi  Epist.  ed.  Lond.  foU  659,  1  wish  this  were  written  in 
la^-ge  characters  over  the  door  of  the  Theatre  at  Oxford,  and  of 
Ihe  SenatfHwte  at  Cambridge. 
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From  aII  the  pains  of  study  freed  long  since^ 

Far  from  a  Newton,  and  not  quite  a  (/)  Vincci 

In  metaphysics  bold  would  spread  bis  sails,     ^ 

iind  with  Monboddo  still  believ'd  (m)  in  taiU; 

JM  anatomic  lore  would  sometimes  peep. 

And  call  Earle  («)  useful,  Abernethy  (o)  deep  > 

With  Symonds,  and  with  Grafton's  Duke(/4)  would  vie,, 

A  Dilettante  in  Divinity ; 

A  special 

(i)  MorosophoB,  i.  e.  StM  safiifws.^^But  more  presently  of 
Pr.  MoROSopHOS,  t&f  Man  of  Method. 

(I)  A  very  learned,  diligent  and  useful  Profcisor  of  Natural 
liperimental  Philosophy  at  Carobi  idgc.    Sec  his  Works. 

(w)  All  the  learned  world  \now  ho^v  Lord  Monboddo  believed; 
khI  still  believes,  that  men  had  once  taih  depending'from  the 
^«i/i»  efiJ  of  their  bodies,  supposing  them  to  j[«  ufm  mllfmu 

0797)- 

(s)  James  Earle,  Esq.  Senior  Surgeon  at   St.  BartholoflsevVr 

Hospital,  and  Editor  of  ihe  celebrated  Pbrcival  Pott's  Works. 

3  have  been  informed  that  the  notes  which  Mr.  Earle  has  adM 

are  valuable;  nor  would  I  pass  in  silence  the  treatises  he  bat 

l^iven  to  the  world  in  his  own  name,  as  the  re&ult  of  extensive 

|r2Ctice  and  observation.     (1797.) 

(»)  A  young  Surgeon  of  an  accurate  and  philosephieal  sptril 
aI  invent igatioD,  frop  whose  genius  and  labours  I  am  led  to 
think,  that  the  medical  art  and  natural  scieo<;e  wiU  hefeaftcf 
receive  very  great  accessions.     (i7Cy7  ) 

(/>  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  the  Chancellor^  and  Joba 
Sjmonds^  L.  L«  O*  Proi^ssiH:  of  Modem   Hbroty  in  tiit 

Uttiversitj 
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A  special  clerk  for  method  aad  for  plan,  301 

Through 

University  of  Cambridge,  hayc  both  attracted  the  public  atten- 
tion by  their  various  Hints  and  Observatms  on  subjects  of 
Scripture. 

As  I  never  may  have  so  convenient  an  opportunity,  I  will  alaci 
offer  a  remark  or  two,  w^ich  arc  new  to  me,  on  a  passage  ia 
St.  PauPs  Epistles,  if  another  Layman  may  be  heard  with  in* 
dulgence.  There  is  no  particular  conjecture  as  to  the  peculiar 
meaning  or  force  of  the  following  passage  of  St.  Paul  in  tbc 
Second  Epistle  to  Timothy.  ••  The  Ckak  which  I  left  at  Troit 
■*l>ring  with  thee,  and  the  books,  bufespecially /fe/tfrrAw«rtiJ' 
Ep.  2.  c.  4.  V.  I3« 

I  would  hintj  that  this  Epistle  was  written  ^/mki  Rom  wke« 
Paul  was  brought  before  Nero  the  second  time*  E^^mifm 
§eKo  VcufAmSf  ore  sk  Sgi/repw  irap^frrvi,  Tlav>jy;  rw  Kaiaotp^  Ntpcww. 
In  the  t%d  Chapter  of  the  Acts,  PauJi  wai  tenacious  of  the 
privilege  of  Roman  Citizenship,  and  it  proved  of  mu^tfe^dvaor 
fage  to  him  before  the  Centurion.  It  may  be,  and  it  is,  a  mat* 
ter  of  mere  conjecture,  whether  he  might  be  required  to  prove 
himself  a  Citizen  of  Rome,  when  he  was  to  make  hrs  defence* 
These  parchments  {y.iy£^ytti)  might  contain  some  document^ 
or  be  a  deed  or  diploma  of  some  consequence  to  the  matter 
in  question.  But  as  to  the  Cloak,  there  is  something  more  par« 
ticular.  The  Cloak  in  the  original,  is  <bkKo\%s^  or  <I)a«XovrT, 
which  is  undoubtedly  a  corruption  for  <S>a,i\dK%s^  and  it  is  so 
read  in  the  Codex  M.S.  Bibliothecae  Caeiareae  Vienncnsis, 
<C>aivoXa);  was  grecised  from  the  Roman  word  Panula. 

This  is  no  moxe  than  was  done  frequently  in  other  languages 
and  in  other  countries.  Particularly  when  the  seat  of  Empicc  was 
transferred  from  Rome  to  Byzantium,  the  lawyers  of  the  Imperial 
Courts  were  obliged  to  grcdic  many  terms  af  law ;  as  J^iSeix^/XH. 
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Through  science  by  the  alphabet  he  ran. 

Prudenf, 

pjfffTX^^  for  Jidei  commissaries^  PcTb^iov  for  repmdiumt  (ai  in 
this  passage,    •*  Et/Xoyo^y  i5  yum    to  PcTraSioy  ffreiXfie'  ktX/' 
Justinian,   Nov.   22.)     KiQv^et/eiv,  for  Ceusere^    E^eSitov  for 
Exficditum  or  Ex/tiditio^  xoyLTpoyu(T(rov  for  comjiromissum  and  other 
words  as  may  be  seen  in  Du  Fresne's  and  other  Lexicons,  but 
in  particular  in  a  most  singular  and  scarce  Glossary  by  VLvu* 
sius.*    And  in  the  East,  before  the  accession  of  the  House  of 
,  Timour,  the  Arabian  language  was  prevalent  in  Hindostauy  wbfli 
the  Hindoo  Rajahs  had  Communication  with  the  Mahommedu 
princes ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  Arahiam  language  itusd 
technically  in  the  Code  of  Gcntoo  laws,     Ch,  a.  S.  j.    "  That  . 
•*  is  a  woman's  property,  during  the  Jyammi  SAaddee.**    These 
words  are  the  Arabic  terms  for  /be  Days  of  Marriage.     The  tii  J 
of  Mahorajah  Nundocomar  for  forgery  before  the  Snpreme 
Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal,   will  furnish  many  singular 
instances. 

But  to  return  to  the  ^aivoXoos"  or  Panula.  I  would  observe  that 
when  the  Roman  state  degenerated  into  an  absolute  montrcbf, 
many  Citizens  laid  aside  the  Toga  and  wore  the  Pamula^  or  the 
Lacerna  in  it's  stead.  Augustus  highly  disapproved  of  this  cbangs 
in  their  dress.  He  was  as  Suetonius  informs  us,  imi&gMabmku 
and  gave  orders  to  the  JEdWa  on  the  subject ;  **  Negotium 
^'  ^dilibus  dedit,  ne  quem  postbac  in  foro  paterentur»  nisi 
^  positis  iacernisf  togatum  consistere."  Octav.  C.  40*  Bot  the 

Ftaak 

♦  ••  Joannis  Meursii  Glossarium  Gracco— Barbarum,  in  quo 
praeter  vocabula  qninque  millia  quadringenta.  Officia  atqae 
Dignitates  Imperii  Constantinop.  tarn  in  Palatio,  quam  in  Eccle* 
sia  aut  Militia  explicantur  et  illustrantur.''  Lugd.  Bat.  i6l4» 
It  is  worthy  the  attention  of  any  scholar. 
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Prudent,  as  Newton',  {q)  in  domestic  care« 


With 


F^nuln  was  itiU  worn.  As  the  FKnula  was  so  iftti^Mlfy  a 
Roman  garment  and  worn  only  by  Romans,  St.  Paul  mighs 
wish,  as  a  sJight  confirmation  of  his  point,  to  shew  what  was  tia 
customary  dress.  It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  PainuJa  wasa 
vestment  whic^  the  Romans  generally  wore  u{>ob.  a  journey. 
Juvenal  observes  in  Sat.  5.  '*  Multo  stillaret  Paenula  nimbo**^ 
and  St.  Paul  says,  that  ^'  he  left  it  behind  lum  at  Troas." 

This  is  only  writteo  as  a  mtre  lltermry  remark  to  hint,  that  ia 
the  minutest  passages  of  the  Scriptures  there  may  be  some 
meaning;  and  that  nothing  can  jbe  so  coatemptibk  at  a/ooHdi 
and  profane  ridicule,  on  any  passage  in  the  sacred  writii^flu 
founded  on  ignorance.  The  present  remarks  are  intended  as  A 
matter  of  some  little  curiosity :  and  I  look  upon  them  in  M. 
other  view.  But  I  think  there  is  no  passage  in  the  Hebrew,  or 
Greek  Scriptures  which  will  not  at  last  admit  of  such  an  iUot- 
tration  or  explanation,  I  mean  phiUlogicaHy  or  criticallj^  as  maf 
put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of  foolish  men. 

Much  general  information  on  these  subjects  is  to  be  ob- 
tained from  Harmer's  valuable  and  satisfactory  Observations, 
on  the  Scriptures,  collected  from  Voyages  and  Travels  im 
the  East;  (four  volumes  Svo.)  and  from  "  Letters  from  some 
**  Jews  to  Mr.  VoJiaire."  A  man  of  real  erudition,  who  merits 
tlie  esteem  of  his  fellow  creatures,  constantly  keeps  his  know- 
ledge, his  reason,  and  his  frut^^ence  connected  indissolubly,  or  as 
it  is  well  expressed  by  a  philosopher,  Ev  ctyaffMoyi  aoi(i>,vTta 
xara  hoyov  apTTov.* 

(q)  The  celebrated  and  learned  Bishop  Newton,  late  Bishop 
of  Bristd,  in  his  pleasant  and  ingenious  account  of  his  own 
Jifc,  (written  by  himself,)  has  recorded  the  very  useful^  and 
ccconomical  motives  for  his  marriage* 

Jit 
*  Plat.Timx.  Locr.de  Anima  Mundi.  Plat.  Op.  Edit.  Serraoiy 
com  3.  p.  95. 
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With  no  Scriblerian  {qq)  scruples  fbr  his  Hcif, 


H« 


III  the  jesr  1761,  Dr.  Newton  thought  sir^omsfy  of  taking  »wif# 
msiC9ni.  His  retsom  were  as  follows,  and  may  be  serviceable 
fo  many  DWines  in  their  progress  from  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
to  Lambeth,  or  in  any  of  the  intenncdiate  stages.  *'  O  Fecc]^f 
eb*  tevtt  hii9gn9  di  MoglU!  and  so  on,  &c«  &C.  &C*  Scb§Udi 
Maritati* 

**  Dr.  Newton  found  that  the  stndy  of  sacred  and  classic 
authors  ill  agree  with  accounts  of  Butchers  and  Baken 
bills,  and  by  daily  experience  he  was  convinced  that  if 
w«  not  good  to  live  alone,  without  a  help  meet  for  him« 
Jnd-  isfeciaiiy  'whtn  hi  bad  s$mi  presfict  of  m  Bisbofric.  Fresh 
difficulties  and  troubles  opened  to  his  view,  two  houses— a 
greater  number  of  servants— a  better  table  and  public  days— 
snd  he  plainly  foresaw,  that  ht  must  iitbir  fall  a  prey  to  ser* 
wantt^  or  look  out  for  some  cle^ir  stnsihU  fwomam  to  be  bis 
wife,  who  was  a  frudtnt  manager  and  (Economist,  and  comldUy 
out  bis  money  to  tbe  btst  ad*vantagi :  who  had  no  more  taste,  and 
love  of  pleasure  than  a  rtasonabh  *ivomau  should  httVi\  who 
would  be  happier  in  staying  with  her  husband  £U  howu^  than 
in  ptrpttually  gadding  abroad;  who,  though  she  brought  00 
fortune,  might  sh*vt  one^  and  be  a  fortune  in  herself." 

In  short  the  Doctor  married  on  the  5th  ^ept.  1761,  and  on  die 
28th  of  the  same  month  he  kissedhSs  Majesty's  hand  on  hb  Bishop- 
ric.  The  Doctor  was  lucky.  Oscula  libavit,  dein  talia  fatur;  L  t. 
the  Bishop  adds,  <^  A  lady  of  quality,  a  friend  of  his,  said  upon 
his  marriage,  it  was  tbe  wisest  thing  be  ever  did  i«  bis  life;  and 
that  she  was  the  most  proper  wife  for  him  in  the  world.  And 
indeed,  says  the  Bishop,  she  more  than  answered  his  wmrmett 
nvisbesf  &c.'*  Bp.  Newton's  Life,  8vo.  ed.  vol.  !•  p.  81.— • 
Except  in  two  aculeated  closing  words,  his  Lordship  does  net 
take  int9  bu  account  of  wedded  lorri  *<  the  joldea  shafts,  th^ 

f*  conitaat 
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Mc  took,  not  e*en  in  thought  inclined  to  rovc^ 
A  wife  for  regularity,  not  love*  »^ 

A  little  architect  in  all  his  schemes; 
Some  say,  he  had  a  method  in  his  dreams  :    •  * 
Banks  gave  him  morning  lessons  how  to  dress,   jxd 
And  Morgan  (r)  whisper'd  courage  and  finesse. 
Three  sessions  in  the  House  he  daily  toird. 
In  every  plan,  in  every  motion  foil'd ; 
Till  like  grave  Nicholls  in  a  pet  he  swore, 
**  ril  move  myself  \  the  House  I  move  no  more  i^\ 
Then  pennM  to  Pitt  his  monitory  strain,  (^rr) 
As  Murray,  clear,  and  as  fond  Randolph,  plain. 

Resolved 

^^  constant  lamp,  or  the  pnrple  wings,**  which  Milton  celebrateS| 
slnd  Husbands  feel. 

"  O  Fecchiy  che  avtte  iisogno  di  moglie^  &c.  Uc.  &c.  &€•**  . 
Episcopal  Air  and  BjmdtaU  repeated^  by  a^horut' of  Doctors  and 
Chaplains.  • 

(^f)  See  the  Memoirs  of  Martinus  Scriblems.  Chap.  l.  A^w 
Dr.  Cornelius  observed  all  the  rules  giv^n  by  the  antients  to 
those  who  desire  to  generate  children  of  wit,  which  Dr.  Moro* 
sophos  magnanimously  disregarded.  He  neither  cared  for  tht 
South  nor  the  West  Wind. 

(r)  Maurice  Morgan,  Esq.  an  ingenious  writer  and  author 
of  the  pleasant  Extravaganza  on  the  Character  of  Sir  John 
f  alstafi  which  should  be  now  reprinted.  Mr.  Morgan  is  known 

Z  CO 
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RcsoIvM  on  case,  his  travels  were  at  home, 

And  Lum'sden  {s)  taught  him  to  co:nrersc  on  Rome: 

The  arch  Palladian  and  the  Parian  stone  320 

He  lov'di  the  pride  of  Chambers  and  of  Soane.  (/) 

But  late,  by  Carter's  (u)  holy  pencil  wdn, 

Wyattand  Gothic  heresy  would  shun  i 

-      And 

to  hb  intimate  friends  by  the  name  of  Sir  John.   In  bis  politicff 
he  is  of  the  Lansdown  school*     ( 1 797.) 

(ft)  The  three  great,  yet  famHtar,  Let ter^wr iters  offkeagewrCf 
JohpNicholls,  Esq.  M.  P.forTregony  (i797)«  Sir  James  Marrsy 
(Pulteney)  when  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  York  in  Germany) 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rand Aph.— See  '*  A  Pairof  Epistles  in  verse, 
^*  with  notes:  the  first  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph,  &c."  ad 
edition.  1796.  I  recommend  them  to  the  general  entertain- 
nent,  and  perhaps  instruction,  of  the  public. 

(/)  That  ingenious,  accomplished,  and  very  learned  gentleman^ 
Andrew  Lvmisden,  Esq.  F.  A.S.  Edinb.  has  since  that  time 
taught  us  all  to  converse  with  knowledge  -and  accuracy  on 
the  subject,  in  the  most  agreeable  scholar-like  manner.  See 
<*  His  Remarks  on  the  Antiquities  of  Rosea  and  it's  Envifoni, 
*'  being  a  classical  and  topographical  Survey  of  the  Ruins  of 
**  that  celebrated  City."  4to.  1797*  It  is  a  pleasing  and  most 
judicious  performance  of  a  Gentleman  who  appears  to  have  en* 
joyed  the  united  advantages  of  foreign  travel,  studious  Ieisui:e| 
#nd  polite  company.    (1797.) 

(/)  Two  celebrated  architects.  The  professional  knowledge 
of  Sir  W*  Chambers,  Knight,  (of  most  ieroie  memory,)  wu 
profound  and  substantial.  Mr.  Soane  has  more  fancy  and  airincsa 
of  design,  and  is  certainly  a  man  of  information  and  ingenuity* 
But  he  indulges  himself  a  little  tOQ  much  in  cxtnvagaam  ai^ 
fv^'i7r/«    See  the  Banl^ 
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Arid  oft  ih  thought,  by  antique  pavements  lald^ 
With  L)'3ons  (at)  guide  the  military  spade; 
Nay  once,  for  purer  air  o'er  rurdl  ground, 
With  little  Daniel  (y)  went  his  twelve  miles  round. 

Oii 

(ff)  t  am  obliged  for  this  inforriiation  to  a  Fellow  of  the  S«  of 

Antiquaries.    Mr.  Carter  is  a  draftsman  of  the  very  first  merit^ 

but  his  catholic  zeal  betrayed  him,  assisted  by  some  Morosophistt 

of  the  Society,  to  attack  the  first  genius  in  Archxtsc» 

TtJRE,  in  this  kingdom,  Mr.  Wvatt.     Longa  est  injuria:  UngM 

umbages.     It  is  difficult  to  prove  that  the  Society  of  Antiquarief 

was  instituted,  solely  to  preserve  the  purity  of  Gothic  ArchU 

lecture,  or  to  listen  to  the  tiresome  cabals  of  busy  Baronets 

and  meddling  Romish  priests.^-But  to  us,  under  the  auspices  of 

Wyatt, 

O  Fortunati  quorum /tia  tecta  raurgunt  f 

-^ncas  ait,  et  fastigia  sijspicit  urbis.       (Not.  1797.) 

{x)  Samuel  Lysons,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  and  A.S,  Thennostju* 
dicious,  best  informed,  and  most  learned  amattur  Antiquary  in 
this  kingdom,    in  his   department.     Do  Inbens  manus  yitruvio^ 

His  work  on  the  remains  of  the  Roman  Villa  dnd  pavemefnta 
at  Woodchester,  near  Gloucester,  (which  a  friend  has  Just 
shewn  me,)  is  such  a  specimen  of  ingemiity,  unwearied  zcaf^ 
and  crilicnl  accuracy  in  delineating  and  illustrating  the  frag;^ 
ments  of  antiquity,  as  rarely  has  been  equalled,  certainlyncvec 
surpassed.  His  Majesty  was  so  pleased  with  tomt  of  Mr* 
Lysons^s  attempts  (near  Dorchester  I  thinks)  that  a  ptfty  of 
ihi  militia  was  detached  to  assist  him  in  digging  among  th^ 
ruins.  A  friend  of  mine  was  much  entertained  with  the  thftk 
Unix  erected  on  the  spot,  and  a  detachment  of  soldiere  stonhHif  ^ 
a  fort  under  ground,  under  the  orders  of  an  Antiquary.  Heim 
my  allusion  to  the  milkary  sfia^e.^Of  tte  goiius,  judgiicnt, 
knowledgci  and  pcrsc?cra«;e  of  this  Gentleman  in  the  depart* 

Z  9  meat 
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On  Sundays  at  Sir  Joseph's  (2)  never  failM, 

So  regular,  you  might  have  thought  him  bailed  ;  32^ 

With 

ment  he  has  undertaken,  it  is  difficult  to  speak  in  terms  6f 
lufficient  approbation.     (Nov.  1797.) 

(y)  The  Rev.  Daniel  Lysons,  M.  A.  the  Brother  of  Samuel 
Lysons,  Esq.  An  ingenious  and  diligent  Antiquary,  but  of  an 
inferior  class ;  I  mean  as  to  the  respective  subjects  of  their  works. 
He  is  author  of  The  Environs,  twelve  miles  round  London. 
But  really,  in  these  hard  times.  Four  large  Volumes  in  410. 
ioire»wove  and  hot^Jiretsed^  and  Six  Guineas  paid  down  on  the 
table,  and  the  books  unbound,  (and  an  appendix  threatened) 
sre  rather  too  much  for  parish-registt  r«,  births,  deaths,  an<l 
marriages;  or  even  for  the  delights  of  Islington,  Homerton, 
Hackney,  Clapton,  Acton,  and  all  the  rural  retreats  of  City 
innocence  and  pure  air,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  town. 
The  work  should  have  been  printed  in  8vo.  My  only  objection 
is  to  the  typographic  pomp  and  expence  of  a  book  on  such  a 
subject;   and  I  think  most  persons  will  agree  with  me.  (Nov* 

{%)  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart.  Knight  of  the  Batli,  President 
of  the  Royal  Society^ Privy  Counsellor,  &c.&c.&c.  has  instituted 
a  meeting  at  his  house  in  Soho  Square,  every  Sunday  evening, 
at  which  the  Literati,  and  men  of  rank  and  consequence,  and 
men  of  no  consequence  at  all,  find  equally  a  police  and  pleasing 
reception  from  that  justly  distiogui.shed  Gentleman.  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  is  fitted  for  his  station  in  the  learned  wodd,  not  more 
from  his  attainments  and  the  liberality  of  his  mind,  than  by  his 
particular  and  unremitted  attention  to  the  interest  and  advance* 
qneut  of  natural  philosophy,  and  his  generous  patronage  of  tho 
Arts. 

lOETVHJS  MAjORU  H0K08,  ERECTUI  IT  ACBr!*  (1797.) 

?  Claudian. 
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With  Jones  a  linguist,  Sanscrit,  Greek,  or  Manks,; 
And  could  with  Watson  play  some  chemic  pranks  i 
yet  far  too  wise  to  roast  a  diamond  {a)  whole^ 
And  for  a  treasure  find  at  last  a  coal. 

Sometimes  he*d  treat,  his  wines  of  chosen  sort ; 
WilJ.  Pitt,  mthhnest  Harr}^  lov*d  his  (^)  port; 
The  Bengal  Squad  {c)  he  fed,  though  wondrous  nicej. 
Baring  his  cvirric  took,  and  Scott  his  rice^ 

la 

(fl)  The  ingenious  Mr.  Tenant  has  shewn,  in  a  paper  read 
at  the  Royal  Society,  that  he  can  reduce  a  Diamond  by  evapora- 
tion to  Charcoal,  I  have  heard,  that  Mrs.  Hastings,  and  othcc 
great  possessors  of  diamonds,  have  a  kind  oiTenanto-Jihohiay  and 
are  shy  of  this  gentleman.  A  poor  Poet,  like  myself,  who  hay 
neither  diamonds  nor  any  thing  precious  belonging  to  him,  caa 
only  remind  Mr.  Tenant  and  the  Royal  Society  of  the  old 
proverb,  •♦  Carbonem pro  The^auroJ'* 

{h)  I  can  give  no  better  character  of  his  old  Port*  We  all 
Xnow  on  nich  occasions,  ^*  Bacchum  in  remotis  rupihus*'  is  the 
iong  of  honest  Harry  Dundas,  in  all  the  wildness  of  higUand 
Dithyrambic  ;  while  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  battlements  of  Walmer, 
in  his  own  and  Virgil's  sober  majesty,  "  ocbano  libemu^,  ait/* 

(c)  Privatis  majora  focis :  I  can  have  nothing  to  say  ta 
them ;  Dr.  Morosophos  was  bolder  than  I  caa  venture  to  be. 
I  could  write  down  a  pleasant  collection  ;  several  of  whom  ar« 
f,eformen^  Mr.  Philip  Francis,  little  Michael  Angelo,&c.&c.&c« 
but  none  of  them  are  disposed  to  extend  the  question  o(  Rif<»t9k 
41)  a  mQr^importaAt  department. 

%  4  D'oR 
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In  Scrip :  not  Hcmings'(i)  self  more  vcrsM  than  he 
The  Solomons,  or  Nathan,  or  E.  P. ; 
Loyal  and  open,  liberal  of  cash,  349 

(Not  your  damnM  dollars  (f),  or  Bank-paper  trash) 
Nor  tax,  nor  loan  he  fear'd,  at  table  free. 
And  drank  thp  Minister  with  three  tinies  three  j  {/) 

Tin 

D'ou  cc  Visage  cnfin,  pliw  pale  qu^  un  Rentier, 
A  Taspcct  d'uk  arret,  qui  retrancheirw  quartier?^ 
Qui  vous  a  p^  plonger  dans  cec  liumeur  chagrined 

A't'onfiar  quelquecdit  re  for  Me  x.a  cuisine? 

Boileau,  Sat  3. 

{d)  Dr.  Mqrosophos  now  and  then  dabbled  in  the  fundjf 
The  Gentlemen  of  the  Stock  Excliaffgc,  or  The  College^  (as  it  i^ 
termed  in  City-wit)  are  much  indebted  to  th4t  eminent  calcu? 
Jator  of  the  dtferent  /tayments^  Mr.  Hemings.     Boyd,  fienfield^ 
^olomon  Solomon,  Nathan  Solomon,  £.  P.  Solomon,  The|1usson| 
Old  Daniel  Giles,' Mr.  Battie,  Lord  Lansdowpe,  Dr.  Moored 
Little  Count  Rupee,  and  all  those  who  look  an  tighh  htter  ir 
ytoonefor  the  openings  know  th^t  I  am  right,  in  pronouncing  the 
panegyric  of  this  learned  classic  on  the  Stock  Exchange.    (1798.) 
'^  Prens  moi  le  bon  parti ;  laisse  la  tous  les  li  vre$. 
**  £xerce-toi,  monfils^  dans  ces  haqtes  sciences  | 
♦'  Prens,  an  lieu  d'un  Platon>  cp  Guidon  des  Finances.^* 

Avis  de  Boileau,  Sat.  8« 

(e)  Thijr  verse  was  evidently  written  after  the  ^6th  of  Feb. 

^797)  after  the  order  of  Coupcii  was  sent  to  the  Bank  of  England^ 

vhen  the  whole  nation  was  made  to  pass  through  the  /tilUrs  of 

Mtrenlcii  or  in  plain  English,  to  take  dollars  for  cunfnt  silver* 

*  Mr.  Pitt  is  supposed  to  have  taken  his  hint  of  the  qnadn^ 
aMfSsment  from  Boileau,  and  to  have  imfrwed  upon  it*  (1797^ 


i    359    3 

Tin  with  a  pun  old  Caleb  (^)  crown'd  the  whole, 

•*  Consols,  and  not  philosophy,  console^'*  320 

He 

(/)  Certainly  Dn  Morosophos  did  this,  before  Mt.  Pitt 
(famerabida  tria  guttura  pandens)  conceived  the  idea  of  M^ 
if'tAle  assessment^  or,  perhaps  three  times  three. — (Nov,  1797.) 
Sir  Robert  Herries,  though  xid  great  poet,  understands  this 
subject  better  than  I  do. 

Let  me  present  a  short  pasfage  from  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  oa 
the  occasion  of  the  Triple  Assessment.  **  Things,  Sir,  are  now 
changed.  Time  was,  when  Bankers  were  as  stupid  as  their  gui'- 
neas  could  make  them  ;  they  were  neither  orators,  nor  painters, 
nor  poets.  But  ipw.  Mr.  Dent  has  a  speech  and  u  bitch*  at  your 
service;  Sir  Robert  has  his  pencil  and  canvas;  and  Mr.  Rogers 
dreams  on  Parnassus;  and,  if  I  am  ligluly  informed,  there  is  a 
great  demand  among  his  brethren  for  the  Pleasures  of  Memory^ 
Sir  Robert  chose  the  Autumn  with  propriety  for  his  sketch.  The 
leaves  ^re  indeed  falling  thicji around  us;  they  strow  the  brookt 
In  Vallombrosa,  and  imbrown  the  heights  of  Holuood«"f 

By  way  of  rcjreshmcnt^  \  would  observe,  that  thb  PROCRESji 
of  the  present  magnificent  fvstc-m  of  Taxation,  ns  conceived, 
illustrated,  and  established  by  Mr.  Pitt,  rolling  through  all 
the  notes  of  finance  from  the  Commutation  to  the  deep 
majestic  diapason  of  the  Income  act,  may  be  classically  re- 
presented by  one  of  the  most  anim  ted  passages  in  Mr.  Gray't 
Letters,  when  the  comprehensive  genius  of  the  poet  sketched 
a  progress  through  Italy.  It  marks  the  strides  of  a  vast,  capa^ 
cious,  and  congenial  mind,  **  When  you  have  seen  Rome  and 
«*  Naples,  strike  out  of  the  beaten  path  of  RjtgUsh  travellers,  tee 
**  a  little  of  the  country,  tbrow  yourselves  into  the  bosom  of 
•*  the  Apenninc,  survey  the  horrid  lake  of  AmsanjCtus,  catch 
<*  the  breezes  on  the  coast  of  Tarento  and  S^ilerno,  expatiate  to 
•*  the  ver^  toe  of  the  continent,  strike  over  the  Faro  of  Messina, 
«<  and  haling   measured  the  gigantic  columns  of  Girgenti, 

Z  4  and 

^  John  Dent,  Eiq.  M.  P.  the  Inventor  of  the  dog  and  hitch-hWi^ 
t  Letter  iQ  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  Triple  AsKtinieott 
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He  talk'd,  like  Indian!//)  Rcnncl,  rather  longt 

And  would  at  times  regale  you  with  a  song; 

But  seldom  that :   in  music  though  a  prig. 

The  little  Doctor  sweird,  and  look'd  so  big.      349 

Nay  to  Greek  (/)  notes  would  trill  a  Grecian  ode. 

In  diatonic  kind  and  Lydian  n)ode; 

And 

«nd  the  tremendous  caverns  of  Syracusa,  n/resh  yourselves 
•mid  the  fragrant  vale  of  Enna  ! ! !  Oh^  che  hel  n/ioso  /"  \  Mr. 
Gray  adds  to  his  friend,  in  which  I  jnip  most  cordially  to  the 
Minister,  "  Addio!*'  and  to  the  United  Empire,  Esto  Perhetua! 

Men  of  poetical  minds  alone  will  relish  this  note  5  it  will  be 
caviar  at  thcTrcasury,  and  in  the  land  of  Ahrahftm,  (Nov.  1800.) 

(^)  Caleb  Whitefoord,  Esq.  M  you  do  but  touch  hinii 
puns  stand  as  ready  as  quills  upon  the  fretful  fimrcupine.  I  wish 
him  health  and  spirits  for  many  a  year,  in  a  green  old  age;  an4 
then  with  the  Epinicion  of  Horace,Vita  cedar,  uti  conviva  satiirt 

{h)  Major  James  Rcnnell,  the  great  Geographer  of  India^ 
o  Travt;.  He  is  a  gentleman  to  whose  ac(:uracy  and  extent  of 
knowledge  in  that  department,  this  country  is  considerably 
indebted.     But  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  his  conversation. 

(/)  Dr.  Morosophos,  the  man  of  method,  was  rather  trouble? 
yome  to  his  friends  00  this  subject  of  Greek  Music.  H( 
wished  to  pass  for  another  MeibomiuSf  ^ut  there  is  still 
reason  to  think  that  he  never  s^w  the  three  hymns  to  Calliope, 
Apollo,  and  NeiTiesis,  printed  with  the  Greek  musical  notes 
to  which  they  were  sung,  at  the  end  of  the  Oxford  edition  of 
Aratus  in  1672,  by  Dr.  Fell,  or  the  more  accurate  copy  of  these 
hymns  in  Mr.  Burette's  Memoire  on  this  subject.  Memoires 
de  TAcademie  des  Inscriptions  Tom.  5.^— Dr.  Morosopho^ 
knew  but  little  of  the  system  of  the  Lydian  Mode  In  the  dia? 
Ionic  genus.    There  is  also  reason  to  think  that  he  knew  as 

littli 
X  Gray's  Memoirs,  lett.  48.  sect.^ 
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And  then  with  Burncy,  as  his  fit  grew  warmer,  ' 
Convers'd  on  Stcntor,  the  great  (*)  tkroatferformcr  j 
Or  with  Raimondi's  fire,   and  warlike  art, 
Play'd  some  French  General's  obli^ato  [kk)  part. 

APoe^ 

|kde  as  Bishop  Horsley,  of  the  ITpocrXdcpifavo/xsvo^i  the  Tvoetv) 
iJiraTft;v,  or  the  IlapuiraTn  fMsffuv^  &c. 

(i)  "  Stentor  is  celebrated  by  Homer  as  the  most  illustrions 
throat  /itifvrmer  of  antiquity/^  Burncy's  Hist,  of  Music.  4to« 
Tol.  I.  p.  340. 

(il)  I  allude  to  Signor  Raimondi^s  exquisite  and  interesting 
■piece  of  instrumental  music  intended  to  ex/irtss  a  vattlb.  ll 
is  called  a  Battle  Symphony.  It  consists  of  eight  different 
movements,  in  which  the  musical  General  ^2\monCi\  powerfully 
calls  on  the  imagination  of  the  hearer  to  assist  the  Composer* 
The  third  movement  amuses  and  alarms  me  the  most.  Ft  an- 
nounces  **  thb  Council  of  War,  composed  of  Eight 
^'  Generals  represented  by  Eight  dilferfcnt  Instruments 
**  obligati^   which  at   last,  in  their  accord,  in  a  general  caiience 

**    EXPRESS      THEIR      UNANIMOUS       RE50;.UTI0N     OF       GIVING 

•*  Battle!*'  Bravo^  Maestro  /  E  Gv chiLLH'-  [a)  che  ti  lo  dice. 
In  this  manner,  Dumourier,  Cqstine,  Pichegru,  Miranda, 
Hoche,  Berthier,  Angereau,  and  Bonaparte,  have  each  played 
their  obligato  part  in  Europe,  con  furiay  as  assigned  them  by  the 
Convention  and  the  musical  Directory  of  France.  Europe  has 
by  no  means  approved  of  the  general  coilencex  but  the  Concert 
is  still  proceeding  in  all  the  harmony  of  horror,  and  barbaric 
symphony. 

Rendono  un  alto  suon,  ch'  a  quel  s'accorda 
Con  che  i  vicin  cadendo  il  Nilo  assorda!  (^) 
But  with  respect  to  Great  Britain,  I  hope  and  trust  that  a  Band 
pi  oor  own  British  Musicians  will  put  to  silence  and  drown  ail 

their 
(a)  Q^f  William  Pitu      {b)  Ariosto*  Orlando  Ftiiioso.  Q.\^ 
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A  Poet  too  he  was,  not  very  bright. 
Something  between  a  Jerningham,  and  («>  Knight  | 
He  dealt  in  tragic,  epic,  critic  lore. 
With  half,  whole  plans,  and  episodes  in  store^ 
Method  was  all;  yet  woiold  he  seldom  write,       360 
He  fear*d  the  ground-plot  wrong,  or-w^\it  of  sighu 
At  last  THE  Doctor  gave  his  friends  a  work ! 
(Not  verse,  like  Cowper,  or  high  prose,  like  Burke,) 

Chambers 

their  oiligato  ^trtSy  on  their  citizen  rafts  and  barges,  hj  ageoeni 
cadence,  and  a  well-executed,   masterly,  ch/orai  /t€rf9rmau^i  ff 
OUR  OWN  Water  Music.     (Feb,  1798L) 
(»)  Knight  and  Jcrningham. 

^'  Satire  was  late  their  physic,   wit  their  food ; 
One  nourish'd  not,  and  t'other  drew  no  blood,"* 
But  let  them  both  hear  the  advice  of  Boileau  ; 
Soytxjilui&t  ma^oHt  si  c'est  votrc  talent, 
Ouvrier  estime  dans  un  art  necessaire, 
Qk*  iaivain  du  commun^  i^  fihete  vulgairCm*^ 
Mr.  Jemingham  may  possibly  remember  and  admire  tbes» 
Beautiful  lines  in  Dryden*$  Epistle  to  Mr*  Jllisn,  Secretarj 
of  the  ^uses ;  and  other  persons  may  app{y  then^. 
*<  All  his  care 
Is  to  be  thought  a  Vottjine  andfatr\ 
Small  Beer  and  gruel  are  his  meat  and  drinlr. 
The  diet  he  prescribes  himself  /a  thinl\ 
Rhyme  next  his  heart  he  takes  at  morning  peepi 
Some  love-epistles  at  the  hour  of  sleep  ; 
And  when  his  passion  has  been  buhbling  long. 
The  jcum  at  last  boils  up  into  a  song/* 

*  I>r]rden*8  Prologue  to  Albion  and  Albanim^ 
t  Art.  Poet,  C.  4. 
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Chambers  abridg'd  I  in  sooth  *twas  all  he  rea4t 
From  fruitful  A  to  unproductive  Ze4f 

OCTAVIUS. 

What  then?  for  ever  shall  we  wildly  stray. 
And  pluck  each  hare-bell  in  the  flow*ry  way  J 
Or  void  of  judgement,  fire,  and  critic  force. 
Stoop  to  each  golden  apple  in  the  course  ) 
I  never  can  with  argument  dispense;  370 

Pope  gave  th?  verse,  but  Warburton  {0)  the  sense, 

AUTHOR, 

*Tis  true  J  by  plan  and  syll^^bus  (fi)  confined. 
Knight  thus  con^poses  first  the  reader's  mini 

Ta 

(0)  Octaviu«  is  right  in  some  degree.  The  commentary  of 
Warburton  on  Pope's  moral  poems  is  peculiarly  valuable,  and 
explains  many  seeming  inconsistencies.  Pope  thought  so  hinv- 
aclf. 

Warburtop  appears  on  this,  as  well  as  on  some  other  and 
piore  important  occasions,  to  have  been  selected  for  the 
peculiar  exeilence,  that  idiosyncrasy ^  (if  I  may  use  the  term)  of 
|ii$  genius,  learning,  and  understanding.  ExXsxrof  ^svo/xsvo^ 
Qian  Ti  ms  <6T2En2  ESAIPETON  lAIXlMA-t 
^  Clement.  Aleiandrin.  SKomat.  Lit).  6,  p.  480* 
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To  rouse  attention  is  the  poet's  art ; 
Knight  calls  to  sleep,  and  acts  a  civil  part : 
Save  to  his  view  when  foul  Priapus  (j)  rose. 
He  wak*d  to  lust  in  stimulating  prose. 

But  though  that  Gar Jen^God  (orsdkcn  dies; 
Another  Clcland  (r)  see  in  Lewis  (j)  rise. 


Why 


(f)  Par  cIsMi  et  ptr  iitrff^ 

Pogmatizer  en  vers,  et  rimer  par  chapitres. 

Boileaa,  Sat.  8.  ii(, 

(y)  Concerning  Mr,  Knight*«  Treatise  on  the  Worship  of 
Priapus,  in  addition  to  what  I  before  said  (P.  of  L.  'Dial.  i« 
▼.  134.  Note  (e)  I  shall  offer  the  spirited  words  of  Clemens 
Alcxandrinus,  from  his  Aoyoy  TipoTfiTTixos  c<j  T«y  EXXiqiaf^ 
or,  Admoffitio  ad  Ccntct ; 

Txvra,  vfjLcuv  rr,;  ri^vTrcKGcix;  ra  af%:-TUTra^  ivrai  rris  Xpitt\ 
at  QtoXoyiai,  oajvxi  rcov  cvfJLTop  vsvovrwv  CfjLiy  ©son  aa  Hatnt*" 
hear — Tlavt^.cty  xai  yvf^vxi  xofai^  xai  MOPIflN  ENTA^ 
SKJw  T«i;  ypx(fxi;  aToyL'/xvH/xfvai' — Hrflcj/vriXgy  vpnv  ra,  vra^ 
Ti'ETcpvci/xaciv  o<  o^xKfjLct,  Oil  Cy\/Bis  iXc/MiX'^uxatri*  fir  GtMronptiWk 
Tov  av^po^TTov,  xoti  TO  evSeov  th  vKocafMtros  sKsyxu  aprapianrui 
xrX.^  I  now  dismiss  this  odious  Treatise  oa  Priapot/flr  tvtr» 

The  learned  reader  uill  recollect  that  Clemens  Alexan* 
cirinus  lived  in  the  third  century  under  Alexander  Sevcros  and 
Caracalla,  was  a  native  of  Athens,  and  that  the  famous  Origa 
studied  in  his  school. 

(r)  John  Cleland,  author  of  **  The  Memoirs  of  a  Wona% 
f*  of  Pleasure." 

*  Cieip.  Alex^  p.  30,  &c.  Edit,  Commelxa.  i6x^ 
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Why  sleep  the  minbters  of  truth  and  law?         38(4 

Has 

(/)  M.  Lewis,  Esq.  M*  P.  author  of  "  TheM(»«/f,  aRomancei 
'*  in  3  Vol."  {Vol.2.  Ch.  6.  ahd  7.)  Sec  my  Observations  at 
length  in  the  preface  to  this  Fourth  Dial,  of  the  P.  of  L. 

The  publication  of  this*  novel  ty  a  Member  of  Parliament  is  in 
itself  ip  serious  an  offend  to  the  fublicj  that  I  know  not  how  the 
author  canrepatrthis  breach  of  public  decency,  but  by  suppressing 
it  hiaiaelf.  Or  he  might  omit  the  inc'ecent  and  blasphemous  pas- 
sages in  another  edition;  there  is  neither  genius  nor  wit  in  them, 
and  the  work,  as  a  composition,  would  receive  great  advantage* 
I  wish  he  may  at  least  take  this  advice.  I  will  give  Mr.  Lewis 
an  extract  from  the  ninth  Book  of  the  History  of  Procopius, 
called  the  Historia  Arcana  of  the  Etnperor  Justinian  and  the  infa- 
mous Theodora.     The  words  are  these : 

A>»?.  0  T6  /xoi  evSetv  rAkiS  7r£fifjLyr,fxovEv<roci  raoc  Is  Ay^pa/ffH  Oi/S* 
oTiSfv  on/^i.  A*7ravTflt  yap  aura  rx  rri;  y^^vyrts  TtciQri  itros  ait 
*S*^XP^^5  (TTj/XTjvai  ^lapytoj^  eifi,  Ersi  ocrrif  aXoyxtaq  Tr,v  v7rsf> 
raty  'T* ct: pjcyfjiivcjv  ttsv  aicxinmv,  «x  oi7rxi,ioi  tois  svruyxavkKSi 
SosXvpos  (paiveoBaif  tutoj  ^ri  sOcfjua  Trapayofxicxs  arxfmos  aSaros* 
kX>^  ttjv  aya*Sc<av  aei  th  /Agrwrw  vpoScSxrifXivos,  pxtsra  n  ksh 
tfSfvi  'JTovcij  ss  TOfv  7rpaS,seuy  rxs  f^tapMraras  xupn,  [a) 

J  wish  Mr.  Lewis  may  read  and  profit  from  this  passage. 
[July  1797.) 

Novels  of  this  seductive  and  libidinous  tendency  excite  dis- 
gust, fear,  and  horror,  in  every  man  and  woman  who  reflect 
upon  those  virtues  which  aUne  give  support,  comfort,  and  con- 
tinuance to  human  Society.  The  interLSts  of  Society  and  the 
essential  welfare,  and  even  the  very  existence,  of  this  kingdom, 

authorise 
[a)  Procop.  Hiotor,  Arcam  Lib.  9.  p.  46.  Ed.Fol.  Logdun.  1623. 
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Has  the  State  no  control)  no  decent  awe, 

Whife 

Authorise  any  -man,  though  conscioas  ot  nuuiifold  frailties*  t9 
speak  in  the  xnanncr  I  have  done.  We  cannot  long  decdfc 
ourselves:  poetical  men,  of  loose  and  nngoverned  morals,  caa 
offier  to  us  or  to  themselves  but  feeble  consolations  from  wit  and 
imagery^  when  left  to  solitary  reflection  and  the  agony  of  renwrse* 
I  never  found  this  subject  so  well  represented^  and  so  onao- 
awerably  enforced  to  every  understanding,  capable  of  r/r^>^ 
y/if^  from  vicious  conduct  and  irregular  inclinations,  asiadiis 
short  sentence  :  "  Whoever  wholly  gi'vt  thtmaliftt  up  /•Los^ 
**  luill  soon  find  it  f  bt  the  least  fault  thfj  art  guilij  «/.'* 

In  this  place  I  cannot  help  recommending^  t^ith  pecaliar 
earnestness,  the  attentive  perusal  cf  one  of  the  most  instrodivi 
and  useful  short  pieces  of  Biography  which  I  ever  read»  ia  the 
life  of  Dr.  Johnson,  by  the  learned  Sir  John  Hawkins:  frooi 
p.  222  to  p.  232.  It  is  particularly  important  tonunyyouag- 
men  who  live  in  the  ailuremcncsof  agreat  and  high^viced  town*, 
or  among  freetbinking  literati,  and  the  more  caloi  and  soba* 
sensualists.  Men  who  live  in  London,  and  keep  moch  cofli* 
pany,  will  feel  the  force  of  the  observations*  It  is  the  accowC 
of  Mr,  John  DytTy  a  man  of  genius,  politeness,  and  learning*  Tba 
conclusion  of  it  in  the  words  of  Sir  John  Hawkins  is  very  ]» 
pressire. 

**  I  have  been  thus  particular  in  the  history  of  this  aoCMN 
plished  and  hopeful  young  man,  whom  I  once  loved  with  tke 
affection  of  a  brother,  with  a  view  to  shew  the  //sr^Srugr of  idle- 
ness, and  to  point  out  at  luhat  avenue  Vice  may  gain  admittanoe 
in  minds,  seemingly  the  most  strongly  fortified.  The  assailable 
part  of  his  mind  was  laxity  of  prrnciple :  at  this  entered  iuJUtUtjy 
fihich  was  followed  by  such  temptations  to  pleasure  as  hi  eM 
see  r.o  reason  to  resist.  These  led  on  to  desires  afttrthi  numo  of 
gratification^  and  the  pursoit  of  tbem  was  his  DfisruvcTioir/'* 


C    3^7    ]    . 

"V. 

While  each  with  each  in  maddening  orgies  vi^^ 
Panders  to  lust^and  licensM  blasphemy? 
Can  Senates  hear  without  a  kindred  rage? 
Oh  may  a  Poet's  lightening  blast  the  page^ 
Nor  with  the  bolt  of  Nemesis  in  vain . 
Supply  the  laws,  that  wake  not  to  restrain. 

Is  ignorance  the  plea?  since  Blackstone  drew 
The  lucid  chart,  each  labyrinth  has  a  clue. 
Each  law  an  index  :  students  aptly  turn  399 

To  Williams,  Hale,  judicious  (/)  Cox,   and  Burn ; 

Obscenity 

To  conclude.  Whatever  I  have  said  on  the  subject  of  this 
Novel,  called  the  Monk,  I  shall  leave  as  matter  of  record, 
whether  the  Novel  is  alceied,  or  not.  The  tenor  of  ihc  whole 
is  reprehensible.  I  leave  ic  as  a  protest  against  such  a  work, 
published  in  such  a  manner,  by  a  Gentlcrhan  in  tj^e  high, 
honourable,  and  responsible  station  of  a  Member  of  Parliament* 
It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  no  similar  work  will  ever  again 
be  given  to  this  country.     (Added  j  Nov.  1797.) 

(/)  Samuel  Cox  Esq.  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  Editor 
(at  his  leisure  hours)  of  the  reports  of  Peere  Williams.  I  am 
Dot  very  conversant  with  professional  law  books,  but  a  learned 
person  shewed  me  iMr.  Cox's  mode  of  illustration,  and  desired 
me  to  consider  it.  I  really  think,  that  it  seems  as  a  model  for  ail 
future  Editors  of  Reports  of  former  years.  This  plan  is  evidently 

the 
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Obscenity  has  now  her  code  and  priesC^ 
While  Anarchy  prepares  the  dire  Digest* 

Methinks  as  in  a' theatre  I  stand, 
Where  Vice  and  FoHy  saunter  hand  in  liand^ 
With  each  strange  form  in  motley  masqucrade> 
Featured  grimace,  and  impudence  pourtray'd; 
While  Virtue,  hov'ring  o'er  th'  unhallow'd  room, 
SecnTS  a  dim  speck  through  Sin*s  surrounding  gloom* 
As  through  the  smoak-soil'd  glass  {u}  we  spy  from  £r 
The  circling  radiance  of  the  Sirian  Star,  401 

Faint  wax  the  beams,  if  strong  the  fumy  tint. 
Till  the  Star  fades,  a  mathematic  point. 

Sure  from  the  womb  I  was  untimely  torn. 

Or  in  some  rude  inclement  season  born  ; 

The  State  turns  harsh  on  fortune's  grating  hiflgC/ 

And  I  untaught  to  beg,  or  crouch,  or  cringe: 

For 

the  mode  of  a  most  judicions  understanding  and  of  t  wcll-rerf 
Lawyer.    Transeat  in  exemplum  !     (1797O 

(«)  **  If  the  fyc  glass  be  lincted  faintly  whh  the  smoke  of  a 
lamp  or  torch  to  obscure  the  light  of  the  star,  the  fainter  lifkl 
in  the  circumference  of  the  star  ceases  to  be  visible,  andthf 
star  (if  the  glass  be  sufficiently  soiled  with  imoke)  tppeiA 
something  more  like*  a  mathematic  point.'* 

Newton's  Optics,  Prop.  ;,  Theor.C^ 
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For  me  the  fates  no  golden  texture  weave; 

Though  happier  far  to  give  than  to  receive. 

Yes ;  with  unvaulting  sober  wishes  blest,  4t# 

Ambition  flies  with  envy  from.my  breasts 

For  friendship  formM,  I  feel,  in  realms  above. 

My  Saturn  tempered  by  the  beani  of  Jove.' 

I  cannot,  will  not,  stoop  with  boys  to  rise. 
And  seize  on  Pitt,  like  Canning,  (x)  by  surprise,  {xx) 
Be  led  through  Treasury  vaults  in  airy  dance. 
And  flatterM  into  insignificance. 
I  cannot,  will  not,  in  a  college  gown, 
Vent  my  Jirst  nonsense  on  a  patient  town. 
Quit  the  dull  Cam,  and  ponder  in  the  park        42^ 
A  six-weeks  Epic,  {y)  or  a  Joan  of  Arc. 

I  leave 

(;r)  George  Canning  Esq.  M.  P.  Under  Secretary. of  State^ 
mn  Etman  of  much  ingenuity,  liveliness,  and  learning. 

{xx)  The  Novels,  Farces,  most  of  the  Plays,  Romances,  Bal- 
lets, and  Pantomimes,  of  the  day,  arc  all  founded  on— 5«r/r»/f> 
Why  not  the  ministerial  Coups  de  Theatre  ? 

(j)^Robert  Southy,  author  of  many  ingenious  pieces  in  verse 
•f  great  promise,  if  the  young  gentleman  would  recollect  what 
•Id  Chaucer  says  of  poetry, 

Tis  every  dele 
A  rock  of  ice  and  not  of  steel* 

A  a  He 
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1  leave  these  early  transports,  and  the  calm 
Complacence,  and  the  softly  trickling  balm 
Self-consolation  sheds,  more  sweet  than  all 
Burke  felt  in  senates,  or  Impeachment*s  Hall; 
Borne  to  that  course,  where  thund'ring  from  afar 
The  Great  Auruncian  (z)  drove  his  primal  car. 

E*en  now,  when  all  I  view  afflicts  my  sight. 

All  that  Home  Tooke  {a)  can  plot,  or  Godwin  {b] 

write; 

Now 

He  gave  tbe  public  a  long  quarto  volume  of  epic  rerses,  Joa» 
OP  Arc,  written,  at  he  says  in  the  preface,  in  six  wah.  Hid 
lie  meant  to  write  well,  he  should  have  kept  it  at  least  six  yean* 
I  mention  this,  fori  have  been  much  pleased  with  many  of 
the  young  gentleman's  little  copies  of  verses.  I  with  also  that  he 
would  review  scmg  rf  bit  frincipUs.  (1797.) 

(«)  Lucilioft 

(«)  Mr.  HoRNB  TooKi,  in  the  condosion  of  his  <'  Diversions 
of  Purley/'  makes  an  apology  for  applying  himself  to  subjects 
CO  trivial  as  grammatical  discussions,  in  the  year  1786.    He 
OSes  the  words  of  an  Italian  poet,  which  are  very  remarkable^ 
though  they  never  have  been  much  noticed* 
Perche  alirove  non  have 
Dove  voltare  il  viso, 
Ckt  gli  }  statQ  intirciso 

MMtrtar cov  altsb  iifpassE  altra  virttub. 
The  hour  was  however  approaching,  when  liscnmtinMCi  was  t* 
1^  famed  tp  0ttir  tb9U£btl,  and  tic  w^  tg  display  iikr  talentt 

whick 
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Now  when  Translation  to  a  pest  is  grown^  43Q 

And 

which  had  Mmost  slept  Mnce  the  titae  of  Jamas,  At  the  bla^ 
of  the  French  revolution  he  awoke  from  grammatical  slumber; 
and  found  that  other  enterprises  awaited  him.  We  have  trace4 
his  proceedings  till  his  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  high  treasoil, 
Nov.49  1794.  His  f lasts  were  unfolded,  and  though  he  was 
acquitted,  and  *<  Execution  was  not  done  on  Cawdor/*  yet  it  it 
not  impossible  that  hereafter^  (after  his  dectasei)  some  honest 
chronicler  may  be  founds 

*«  Who  will  report  (in  private) 
That  very  frankly  he  confessed  bit  treasMS^ 
Implor'd  bis  country's  pardon,  and  set  forth 
A  deep  repentance.**  {Machttb.) 

Till  that  hoar  arrives,  I  shall  wait  for  the  continuation  of  his 
grammatical  researches,  which  are  promised  to  the  world,  witb 
the  celebrated  wish  of  the  Satirist; 

Ut  vellem  his  potias  mtgis  tota  ilia  dedisset 
Tempora  sjevitijb! 

From  the  abilities  and  oncommon  erudition  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  1  dread  much,  and  from  the  calmness  and  mildness  of 
his  conversation  I  shooM  apprehend  perhaps  more.  But  as  I 
think  THE  WHOLE  Kingdom  is  fully,  and  deeply,  and  solemnly, 
and  unalitrahly  impressed  with  the  nature,  the  mahgnity,  the 
extent,  the  influence,  and  the  terror  of  the  grand  Revolutionary 
Principle,  and  the  desperate  fury  of  Reforming  societies  and 
embodied  factions,  I  trust  Great  Britain  and  her  Ministers  will 
never  suffer  the  arm  of  justice  and  of  vigilance  to  remit,  or  to 
relax  it's  energies.    (Nov.  1 797.) 

{b)  See  an  account  of  this  weak  and  contemptible  writer, 
^n^ilKam  Godwin,  and  his  Political  Justia^  in  Dialogue  III,  tf 
^  Ft  of  L.— 'See  also  a  future  note  in  this  Fourth  Dialogue* 

Aa  z 
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And  Holcroft  {c)  to  French  treason  adds  his  own. 
When  Gallic  Diderot  in  vain  we  shun. 
His  blasted  pencil.  Fatalist,  {d)  and  Nun; 
When  St.  Pol  (<?)  sounds  the  sacring  bell,  that  calh 
His  Priests  en  masse  from  Charles's  ruinM  walls; 
When  Thelwall,  (/)  for  the  season,  quits  the  Strand 
To  organize  revolt  by  sea  and  land ; 
When  Barristers  (^)  turn  authors;  authors  (A)  prate; 
Charles  Fox  allegiance  dares  to  calculate. 

And 

(r)  Thomas  Hp/rr^^.^-An  author,  a  translator  of  plajrs  and  no- 
irels,  and  a  nuould-bt  directing  Statesman,  cried  for  High  Treason 
wx  the  Old  Bailey  in  1794,  and  acquicted.    HorneTooke  cannol ' 
be  much  pleased  witlv  this  compeer.    Scurra  digrunmt  frit.    See 

the  fable.    (1797.) 

(d)  The  names  of  his  posthumous  novels,  translated  for  the 
benefit  of  Great  Britain. 

{e)  The  Bishop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  to  whom  the  care  of  the 
French  Emigrant  priests  is  committed  in  masst.  The  reader 
may  recollect  they  ivtre  maintained  in  the  old  mansion  built  by 
Charles  the  Second  at  Wmchester.— Sec  the  Preface  to  this  4tli 
Sialogoe  of  the  P.  of  L. 

(f)  This  indefatigable  incendiary  and  missionary  of  the 
French  Propaganda,  Jobm  Thehvali^  has  now  his  Schools  •fRtam 
in  country  towns,  &c.  &c.    U^pKraas  a/x/w«ivoiX£vQ5.    (July  1797.) 

{g)  Mr.  Barrister  Erskine.-— See  more  of  him  and  his  pan* 
phlet  on  the  French  war  in  a  future  note. 

{h)  I  refer  to  the  House  of  Commons* 
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And  with  his  sulphVous  torch  relumes  the  pile   44© 
With  unaverted  (/)  face,  and  ghastly  smile. 

Now 

(0  la  ancient  times  among  the  Romans,  when  the  public 
ministers  of  funeral  obseqaies  set  fire  to  the  pile,  ihej  turmidaHd$ 
tbtir  facts  • 

Trisce  ministeriom!  subjectam  more  parentum 

Aversi  tenuere  facem. 
Voi  so  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  James  Fox  ! 

As  Mr.  Fox  loves  Greek,  and  reads  Greek, (nugari  solitus  Qraece) 
I  wiU  give  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Fox's  tongue  and  eloquence  in  that 
language.  I  shall  then  say  of  it;  H  TKa/<s<set  'rruq^  0  xoc/xos 
rris  aSiXifltf,  i  cviXwrot,  oXov  ro  (raff/M^  i  ^XoyiSjaaot  tov  rpoy(fl^ 
TWf  ygvgcrswf,  xou  fXoyi^o/xeviQ  uvo  ms  reswiify  AHatraayjsrois 
Koxov,  iMo-rn  is  davamfo^H.  If  Mr.F.  would  attend  to  this 
Greek  author,  he  might  learn  the  xaX^i  ctvcurrpo^t  and  the 
vpaurms  co^ioc;.    £ven  Mr.  Fox  may  possibly  read  what  Isaf. 

As  Mr.  Fox  is  now  (June  1797)  studying  Mr.  Gibbon's  His- 
tory, he  will  find  many  an  instructive  lesson  for  his  public 
conduct.  Mr.  Fox»  /  know^  cannot  always  construe  Mr.  G.'s 
English,  and  often  consults  his  friends  on  the  meaning  of  many 
passages  and  sentences ;  but  without  much  success.  His  friends 
can  confirm  what  I  say,  if  they  think  proper.* 

I  always 

•  Perhaps  Mr.  Fox  may  understand  and  construo  the  following 
sentence  from  the  luminous  Historian.  *^  An  aspiring  candidate 
maybe  tempted  to  huild  bis  greatness  on  tbt  public  eoti/usicm^  hot 
it  is  the  interest  as  well  as  tbt  duty  of  the  Sovsrbign  /s 
maintaim  tbt  OMtb^ifj  of  ibt  laws,'*  Gibbon'i  vol.  7.  p.  So. 
cd.  8vo« 
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Now, when  beneath  the  dread  fraterkal  (//)  frow» 

The 

I  always  feel  an  Interest  in  Mr.  Fox's  studies,  whether  he  is 
reading  Gibbon,  or  ailling  simples  on  St.  Ann's  Hill  with  Aspasia, 
or  poring  on  the  Odyssey,  in  lamentation  over  his  tkpoNcd 
friends  in  the  H.  of  C.  in  the  old  Bard*8  language, 

Apvypisvoy  h  re  >^t/x^v  xai  Nocrrov  E»raupwff 
AXX*  ui*  is  ErapHf  Eppvaaro^  UfA^vos  vspA 
But  his  Eroipoi  or  friends  are  said  to  have  left  him  only  on  m# 
iuxount;  his  good  humour  and  ability  having  never  forsakea 
him.    The  account  is  this,  deep,  short,  and  full : 
**  Ewe*  Tpoms  Upoif  vroXiiBpov  sTs/wre."  J 
On  this  subject  I  would  ncnv, }  add   a   remark  or  two.   I 
Would  remind  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  subject  of  Radical  Reform^  or  any 
similar  subject,  that  the  Historian  De  Bello  Civili  has  recorded 
this  expression  of  Caius  Gracchus;  Mpoojs  THN  BOTAHN 
{Senatum)  Ka^p%xzu     The  Historian  proceeds  to  say,  that  when 
The   measures  of  Caius  Gracchus  had  hten  tried,  aud  baitdM 
iftct^  his  words  were  found  to  be  true.    T»  Vepyn  ^pomrof 
E2  ITEIPAN,  iJLu^ovus  6TI  px^avwai  r«  sfros  r«  FfMnex^'*"*' 
Taxv  TE  wepi^v  ANEZTPAOQAI  TO  KPAT02  TH2 
nOAITEIAS! !  \(a)    Are  the  words  fUim  to  this  learned 
mcderu  Grecian  ?  Does  Mr.  Fox  understand  ? 

Let  me  also  add,  that  in  ^cer  times  the  Triiuue  Vatiqiot  con* 
fcrred  on  desar  the  government  of  Qsalpine  Gauli  and,  what  is 
singular  enough,  in  the  very  same  days  Gabinius,  a  Consul  of 
profligate  character,  assured  the  people^  *'  Errare  Qves%  st  tan 

«Senatom 

^  -  ^ — ^i   ■  .   ■  ■     ■     ■       i..^    ,  _^ 

t  Od.  L.  I.  X  Od«  L.  I.  V.2.  }  March,  1798. 

{a)  Appian,  Dc  BcIloCivili,  Lib.  i.  p.  363*  Edit,  H,$t(ph* 
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The  HARf  reversM  grates  discord  on  the  Crown s 

When 

^  Senatum  aliquid  in  Repub1ica*posse  arbitrabantur.'**  See  th« 
freat  Chapter  De  Mutatii  Mutandis,  by  ths  msw  Trium^ 
TIRATE  in  England. 

Mirantur  tacitu  it  DUfiio  PRO  pulminb  ptndtni!{h) 

The  further  I  extend  my  researches,  political  or  historical^' 
the  less  do  I  find  any  thing  which,  in  governments  and  states, 
and  in  the  revolutions  of  governments,  is  absolutely  jirui  ia 
kind,  but  in  degree,  new  beyond  comparison.  But  as  to  the 
objects  of  fear,  caution,  and  apprehension,  I  see  them  more  and 
more ;  the  events  of  which  will  be  mruj  and  terrible  indeed  to 
Great  Britain,  if  we  do  not  find  mercy  in  this  day  of  wrath» 
horror,  and  convulsion.  "^  et  at  the  same  time,  I  think  I  see 
our  means  of  Defence  increased,  and  the  spirit,  generosity,  and 

resolution 

*  Cicero  Orat.  pro  Seat.  i%. 
(<)  Stat.  Theb.  L.  lo  —Sir  R.  Walpolc  «;poke  with  spirit  on 
the  SietJersfrom  Purltament  in  1742.  Mr.  Coxe  in  his  important 
and  very  valuable  Memoirs  and  original  diplomatic coirespondence 
of  that  Minister,  observes  char,  **  The  consequence  of  this  mea* 
sure  nuas  to  the  Sectders  dtyappotntmint  and  speedy  repentance,  to 
the  Ministers  satisfaction  and  triumph.  They  even  flattered 
themselves  with  the  hopes  of  Mng  calUd  hack  to  their  postt» 
They  soon  experienced  the  ill  policy  of  their  conduct.  Tb$ 
nmtiau  'Was  not  inflamed  hy  their  conduct*'*  See  and  lead  the 
Memoirs  of  Sir  R.  Walp^le,  vol.  i.  4to  p.  6o6.-^Mr.  Fox, 
who,  as  well  as  every  other  statesman,  will  certainly  peruse  thit 
curious  and  instructive  work,  should  rrmemlHr  a  saying  of  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  the  enemy  and  opposer  of  Waipole ;  **  History  it 
philosophy  ttBcbhg  tj  fffstmfUu*    (M  arch  1 79s*) 

Aa4 
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When  Transatlantic  Emigrants  can  roam 

But 


resolution  of  Oua  Great  Nation  raised  and  animated  to  actf 

AS  ON£  MAN, 

If  ever  there  was  a  time,  when  the  Ministers  of  a  Coantry 
might  feel  an  assurana  nvi/bin  tbemsel'ues  that  thb  genikal 
PRINCIPLES,  on  which  they  have  acted,  have  been  just  and  justi- 
fiable, rnd  that  they  might  throw  themselves  on  the  judgment  of 
their  Country;  in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  present  hour.  The 
atate  oF  Europe  has  proved  the  intentions  of  France  from  the 
first  moment  of  her  Revolution ;  and  every  historical  document 
daily  confirms  the  proof.  Though  I  profess  no  personal  predi* 
lection  for  Mr.  Pitt,  yet  I  join  in  the  common  gratitode  fior  his 
firmness,  unbending  and  inflexible  perseverance  in  gimrmlfnvt^ 
ciples,  which,  under  Providence,  may  yet  prove  our  salvation. 
Upon  ver/  serious  and  mature  reflection,  I  feel  a  rooted  and 
unconquerable  veneration  for  this  great  and  transceodent 
character. 

Vt  TB,  F0RTISSIM2  TeUCrAm, 

Accipio  agnoscoqta  libens  I  ui  v$rba  Parentis^ 

Ei  vocem  AnchisjE  magni  mentmqui  nc^rdorf       (i79S-) 

{it)  I  allude  to  the  union  or  French  Br§thirbo9d  in  Irdaad 
with  their  Book  of  Death. — See  the  Reports  of  the  Irish  Far* 
liamentarry  Committee,  and  the  memorable  speech  of  the  Rt. 
Hon.  John  Earl  of  Clare,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  in 
the  H.  of  Lords  on  the  19th  Feb.  1798,  on  the  motion  of  the 
EarlofMoira.  (Reprinted,  Wright,  Piccadilly.)  The  verbal 
variations  of  the  editions  of  it  are  of  little  consequence.  The 
whole  of  it  should  be  read,  as  spoken  by  that  eloquent,  learned, 
well  informed)  patriotic,  and  undayntcd  Statesman.  (Marck 
^798.)  % 
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But  to  return,  and  praise  our  {k)  English  home* 
Now  when  the  French  defend  us  (/)  in  disgrace, 
French  swords,  French  fraud,  French  priests,  and 

French  grimace; 
When  England  changes  arms — At  such  a  view 
Must  I  find  met  hod  J  verse,  and  patience  too? 
My  verse,  the  thunder  of  a  Patriot's  voice,        45a 
Cries  loud  to  all,  who  England  make  their  choice, 
**  Throw  wide  that  portal;  let  no  Roman  wait,  429 
♦*  But  march  with  Priestly  through  the  ^(?*'/r^7/gate.(/^) 

OCTAVIUS. 


{k)  See  Mr.  Cooper  of  Manchester's  Account  on  hit  retorft 
from  America,  and  the  Letters  of  some  wandering  Journeyman 
Weaver  or  Carpenter,  I  forget  which,  &c.  &c.  Impudcns  liqot 
patrios  Penates,  &c. 

(/)  I  allude  to  the  French  Emigrant  Regiments,  enrolled  in 
the  British  army.  Surely  this  is  a  measure  of  government 
unwise,  and  unaccoantahle  on  any  sound  principle ;  a  project  of 
desperation,  one  would  think.  Is  this  a  time  for  Englishmen  to 
•ay, 

Mutemus  clypeos,  Danaumque  iVis\gTi\2i  nobis 

Aptemus.  (July  1797.) 

(m)  **  Through  the  Jtxtral  gate  !'*— My  allusion  is  this.    In  ; 
ancient  times,  the  most  frequented  roads  to  the  city  of  Rome  had 
dwbh  gates.    They  who  came  i«/^  the  citj  passed  through  th« , 

lefc-fiin4 
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OCTAVIUS. 
^alk  thus,  eVn  Horsley  shall  applatui :  proceed. 

AUTHOR. 

The  tears  that  Britain  sheds^  her  wounds  thatbleed^ 
Call  for  a  fost'ring  hand,  the  balm  of  Pbace  ^ 
Not  styptics,  which  the  sanguine  tide  increase ; 

Such 


kfc-hind  gate  ;  and  thi^  nubo  ivint  OUT  of  the  citt  tooklk 
right-hanii gttc.  See  Nardini  Roma  Ancica,  L.  to.  c.  9.  Plinyi 
in  hit  Natural  History,  in  the  Chapter  de  Roma,  Lib.  |.  cj* 
•peaking  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  says,  *'  that  pwthfi  of  tk 
*'  tbiriy^ti'vtii  gates  should  only  be  numhtrtd  cna.  {Siwulmmh 
^  rari)."  The  expression  is  odd»  but  it  alludes  to  such  of 
those  gates  as  wtreJoub/g  in  this  sense.  This  was  not  unkoowa 
in  other  Italian  cities.  The  Pona  di*  Bonari  at  Verona  (in  tha 
opinion  of  the  Marquese  Scipio  Maffei,  Verona  lUnstrati, 
Tart  3.)  was  in  reality  a  twin  or  double  gate,  though  it  has  bcea 
nistaken  by  some  antiquaries  for  an  arch  of  triumph. 

h  tiwut  iikt  the  prtsent^  I  would  mver  shut  those  dmUi  gates 
In  mny  city^  when  the  turbulent,  discontented,  and  factious  wiik 
to  retire  into  /ortigm  parts.  We  all  remember,  that  Sir  Arthur 
Hazelrig,  John  Hampden,  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  hehg  nUf  4» 
nil  /9r  Jmerit^,  were  sxOf  |'jp  if  9r4$r  ^  Ca$M€Uf    Huae'i 

irordi 
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Such  as  State-quacks,  or  Barristers  expose 
For  fame  and  sale,  and  sleeping  might  disclose. 
In  state  afTairs  all  Barristers  are  vain,  {mm)  469 

And  Erskine  nods,  the  opium  (»)  in  his  brain. 

Saw'st 

words  are  very  strong  and  remarkable  in  this  licturtMg  age. 
•*  They  (i,  c.  Hampden,  Hazelrig,  and  Cromwell)  had  rtsolvtd 
for  ever  to  abandon  their  naii'ui  country,  and  fly  to  the  other 
extremity  of  the  globe,  where  they  might  infoy  ieetuns  and 
discourses  of  any  length  or  form  that  pleased  them.'*  Mr. 
Hume  adds,  very  significantly,  "  The  King  had  afterwards  full 
leisure  to  repent  this  exercise  of  his  authority.*'  Hume's  Hist^ 
vol.6,  p. 311.  Ed.  8vo.  1773. 

{mm)  This  must  be  understood  with  an  exception  or  two* 
**  We  all  remember,  when  Thurlow  and  WfiDDBRBURNr 
(now  the  Lords  Thurlow  and  Loughborough)  were  first  called 
into  Parliament,  how  soon  they  proved  what  manner  of  mea 
iSxty  were.  They  separated  the  Lawyer  from  the  Statesman. 
It  was  a  prond  day  for  the  Bar  at  that  period ;  for  never  before 
that  day,  were  such  irresistible,  overbearing  powers  and  talenta 
displayed  by  the  official  defenders  of  a  Minister : 
Hos  mirabantur  Athenae 
Torrentes,  pleni  et  hioderantes  fraena  theatri ! 

Lord  North  indeed,  when  he  appointed  Thurlow  and  Wed  * 
dcrbume  bit  Atttrnty  and  SMcitor  Gemralf  meant  no  more  thaa 
to  give  spirit,  eloquence,  and  argument  to  his  measures  ;  but  in 
effect,  he  hung  a  mill-stone  on  the  necks  of  all  their  successors*". 
Jfttf.  Epistle  to  the  Transl.  of  the  P.  of  L.  p.  a6. 

(«)  Erskine,— Mr.  Barristir  Erskine  is  celebrated  for  taking 
tfi^tc^  in  ^reat  ^uantiti^s,  (I  have  often  heard  him  speak  in 

praiae 
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Saw'st  thou,  (or  did  my  troubled  fancy  dream  ?) 

High 

praise  of  it)  and  if  he  proceeds  in  this  manner,  it  is  tpprehended 
that  hti  fglitical  faculties  will  die  of  too  large  a  dose,  of  which 
there  are  many  symptoms  already.    I  would  be  clearly  under, 
stood,  that  ail  my  observations  are  confined  to  his  fpUtieal  coa- 
duct  and  career.    They  are  not  extended  to  his  professioBiI 
character,  which  is  great,  or  to  his  private  life,  which  no  maa  is 
inclined  to  respect  more  than  myself :   bat  his  political  doctrines 
are  plunging  and  dangerous.     Mr.  Erskine  has  informed  tlie 
public,  that  he  has  not  tbt  taUnts  of  a  statesman^  which,  in  com* 
xnon  wiih  the  kingdom  at  large,  I  readily  admit  as  part  of  wj 
political  creed;  though  it  is  so  very  plain,  as  hardJj  to  be  ai 
article  of  faith. 

In  his  late  flimsy  and  puerile  ''  View  of  the  Causes  and 
Consequences  of  the  present  French  War,''  he  comes  ftcth 
to  the  public  puxXa  o-of  itrrix*!;  xoLi  aoQapaff^  to  use  an  €i« 
pression  from  Themistius ;  but  I  cannot  stile  him  in  tke 
words  of  that  orator,    before  the   Emperor    Constantioi,   ai 

vpSf  Eir  E7ifnEXsi«v.  (a)  I  positively  will  not  Cranshtte  this 
Greek,  either  for.  the  Barrister  himself,  or  the  country  membeiiy 
or  the  electors  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth;  but  I  shall  leave  it, 
to  be  rendered  faithfully  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Parr,  or  Mr.  Enkine'i 
language  master.  Indeed  in  this  age  we  require  nothing  hot 
what  we  call,  eloquence ;  though  the  term  is  miserably  abused. 
But  juch  as  it  h,  eloquence  in  the  political  world  is  like  chaiiij 
in  the  Christian  character;  without  it  a  man  is  counted  dead.  • 

In  ancient  times  however,  in  one  particular  there  wis  a 
great  and  essential  difference  from  the  present.  Perhaps  it  may 
not  be  without  use  to  hint,  and  to  remind  some  persons,  that  in 

Greece 

(a)  Themist.  Orat.  p.  it  Ed.  foU  Hardabi|  i684« 
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High  o'er  yoiv  cUfF,  in  majesty  supreme, 

Vengeance 

Greece  and  Athens,  **  apod  Greciam,  (in  the  opinion  and 
triomphant  language  of  Cicero,*)  qaae  ssmper  eloq^temtuk 
PRINCBP8  EssB  voLVXT,  atque  illss  omnium  doctrinanim 
inrcntnces  Jttenas^  in  quibus  summa  dicendi  viset  inventa 
est  et  PERFECTA ;"  in  Greece  and  Athens,  I  say,  Orators 
and  Barristers  were  never  permitted  to  make  any  epilogus  or 
finratiom  whatsoever  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  senate* 
Epilogos  iLLi  mos  civitatis  abstulerat,  says  Qnintilianf; 
and  from  whom  ?  From  Demosthenes.  On  which  passage 
the  learned  Turnebus  observes, ''  Non  licebat  Athenis  affectam. 
movere,  ac  ne  Epilogo  quidemuti;**  land  yet  DBMosTHENEt 
appeared  under  this  restriction.  What  does  Mr.  Ersklne  think  ^ 
Has  he  ever  read  the  Pleadings  for  the  Crrwn^  ov  against 
Midias,  or  ITspi  Xla^np^aQHas  ?  § 

Mr.  Erskine  always  appears  to  me  below  his  natural  size, 
when  he  speaks  in  the  House  of  Commons :  I  have  too  often 

disliked 

*  Dc  Orat,  L.  i.  f  Qyint.  L;  xo.  c,  i 

5  Mr.  Erskine,  if  he  ever  read  this  last  oration,  [may  perhaps 
recollect  the  allusion  to  the  Wattr-Ciockj  by  which  the  length 
of  public  speeches  was  regulated.  Oc/S*  £7xe<  /xera  ravff  iUca^ 
mieti  €(Mt.  The  use  of  this  Clepsydra  is  proved  from  various 
aathorities  by  the  learned  Sigonius,  concerning  the  customs  of 
the  Athenians.  I  am  told  it  is  in  contemplation  to  haveClep- 
sydrx  or  Water-Clocks  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  and  in 
all  the  Courts  of  Law  at  Westminster.  What  an  useful  inven« 
tion  for  the  Public !  Such  a  custom  might  be  safely  adopted 
even  from  «  tyrasinical  democracy  ;   and  we  should  nev^r  forget, 

that  mh  was  the  Consutution  of  4ibm. 
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Vengeance  hU  attribute^  (and>  as  he  trod^ 


The 


disliked  his  manner  and  bis   matter.     In  Weitmisster  Hdl 
he  b  without  an  equal :    he  has  no  rival  in  the  doqoence 
adapted  to  the  Bar  and  a  Jury.    But  as  he  confesses  himself  no 
Statesman,  he  should  have  spoken  with    more   modesty  and 
deference  on  political  subjects  to  those^  who  are  confessed]/ 
great  statesmen  in  the  esteem  of  the  country.    I  will  leave  in 
Mr.  Erskine's  ear  the  words  which  Demosthenes    thundered 
against  ^Wr«/f0/f.    It  cannot  however  be  supposed  for  a  momenty 
that  I  can  mean  to  compare  a  gentleman  of  genius  and  distinc- 
tion like  Mr.  Erskine,  with  such  a  being  as  Androtion.    I  only 
give  the  words,  and  Dr.  Parr  may  translate  them  if  he  pleascfc 
£i  avipavaiojv  ^  IToXiS't  aXXa  /xn  tcjv  apy^^w  IvEpanf  a^unrrwi, 
mfioXoyeiTO  eivm,  8x  av,  u  Avipes  Adrivaioi,  raq  XpBi  nuy^ok 
ras  TttTH,  ots  Kara  tyiv  ayopav  vSpi^BV^  Qocm  sv  roi;  €XxXii0utt;f 

JVI  TH  QfiyMTOSt  i^>JiS   HOU  £X  SuXofV  XoXft/V  loCVrtt  QshrWS,    7UU  fX 

fgXTW¥«ni.* 

In  conclusion,  I  recommend  to  all  persons  who  have  an  itch 
for  writing  or  speaking,  in  public  or  private,  /r§m  Mr.  Ev- 
fister  Erskine  Jowm  to  Mr.  Dent  and  his  dogs,  to  study  witk 
care  the  following  passage  from  Lord  Shaftesbury,  in  his 
Advj^e  to  an  Author.  The  words  are  these :  '*  Where  the 
Jiarm  would  be  of  spending  some  discourse,  and  bestowiof 
m  little  breath  and  clear  voice  purely  upon  ourselves,  I  cannoC 
see.  We  might  peradventure  be  less  noisy  and  more  profit- 
mble  in  company,  if  at  convenient  times  we  discharge  some 
of  our  articulate  sound,  and  spoke  to  eursthes  viva  voce,  maiet 

*  Demosth.  Orat.  Kara,  Avifon^tvo;.  pr.  Ed,  BtA^nadi 
1570.  page  298. 
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ytht  conscious  waves  roU'd  back!)  the  passing  God, 
That  shook  old  Ocean's  empire  ?  from  beneath 
Strange  threat'ning  notes  in  hollow  murmurs  breathe. 
Hoarse  through  the  deafen'd  shrouds !    But  hush'd 

the  blast. 
The  Trident  is  confir^'o;  the  dream  is  past.  (0) 

Oh 


«/Mr."  Advice  to  tn  Author,  Sect.  i.  This  tnticipatlng 
remedy  of  Soliloquy  the  noble  adviser  prescribes  against  the 
disease,  called  Thb  Lbprosy  op  £loqj;£nci,  which  is 
now  a  British  Epidemic.  Mr.  Erskine,  as  I  hare  been  informed^ 
has  been  under  a  regimen  for  a  long  time  to  no  effect,  and 
a  Committee  of  Physicians  and  Sargeons  (appointed  by  the 
House)  who  have  examined  Mr.  Erskine's  case,  and  the  state 
of  his  blood,  have  reported  it  as  their  opinion,  that  this  Le* 
prosy  of  Eloquence,  with  which  he  is  infected,  is  like  the 
Leprosy  of  Naaman  the  Syrian,  that  it  will  clia*ue  to  bim  for 
#wr,  except  he  rigidly  adheres  to  Lord  Shaftesbury's  anticipating 
remedy  of 'soliloqay,  and  abstains  from  speaking  in  mil  places 
but  in  the  Court  of  King*s  Bench.— ///a  ujactet  in  aula  ^olvsI 
(July  1797.) 

(#)  These  liner  were  written  and  inserted  here  at  the  Utter  end 
«f  the  month  of  May,  1797. 

Proh  dolor!  Imperium  Pdagij  sjbvumqjjs  Trtitntim 
Cut  nanc  sorte  datum  ?         ^ 

A  patriotic  poet  may  be*  I  hope,  in  this  instance  prophetical : 
%  The  dream  f  paf t//^   Behold  the  coAfixmatioa  |>y  Admiral 

Viicoynj 
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'   Oh,  strong  j^inst  ourselves,  and  rashly  bold !  47c 
No  voice,  as  in  the  Hebrew  fane  of  old, 
From  Britain's  center  to  her  utmost  bounds. 
From  parting  (/r)  angels  in  sad  accent  sounds : 

Paine 

Viscount  Duncao,  Earl  St.  Vincent,  and  Earl  Howe,  the  great 
'Naval  Triumvirs.    I  trust  we  shall  never  again  say, 

Ennt  iutis  terrarum  chimin  a  WiV/ 
Ex  quo  Jura  Freti,  majestatemque  repostaoa 
Rupit  lasonia  Pvfpis  Pagas^a  rapina  I  {a)       (Nov.  1797.) 

(p)  I  trust  that  Great  Britain  is  yet  firm,  and  that  the  gtifr« 
^ians  of  her  laws  and  constitution  will  stand  bold,  andaonted, 
and  with  deliberate  valour.  Mj  allusion  b  the  vene  is 
this.  After  the  profanation  of  thb  temple  at  Jemsalcm. 
under  the  Roman  Emperor  Titus,  we  read  (it  is  recorded  bf 
their  own  .Historian)  that  the  voices  of  guardiaa  angels  were 
heard  at  the  dead  of  night,  crying  out  through  it's  inmoiC 
recesses,  Mirafaiiwptcv  Evrct/Qev,  ••  Let  us  depart  hence  f*  See 
the  seventh  book  of  the  Jewish  War,  by  Josephus.  (i)  I  re- 
commend the  perusal  of  the  whole  of  that  wotiderfnl  Kcdon.(r) 

The  Historian,  in  some  parts  of  it,  is  scarcely  inferior  in  spirit 
language,  and  sublimity,  to  uEschylos  himself.  Sorely  at  this 
most  awful  hour  when,  I  am  almost  tempted  to  say,  the  monl 
and  the  natural  world  seem  to  be  breaking  up  together,  whesth^ 
most  powerful  European  states,  and  populous  cities  have  heea 
convulsed  or  overthrown,  can  we  hear,  without  secret  emotion 

(#)  Statins,  Achill.  L.  x.   {h)  Joseph,  p.  1280  Edit.  Hods,  Ozm* 
(r)  L.  7,  Cpp.  5. 
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t^aine  may  blaspheme,  Tdne,  Tooke,  ahd  Thelwall 

mouriij 
Our  Ark  (y)  is  stiU  by  hallowM  hahds  upborncl 

Itoa 

dnd  without  a  kindred  horror,  what  the  Historian  calb,  the 
PwfjLoiiKOi/v  rayf/LOLrafV  aXxkaryfAOS  ovfjL^cpQfMsvojy^  the  ro/V 
Srco-iaffTwv  wpi  xsli  oiiapoj  xsKunXwfXsvuy  xpaurrn^  Gan  we 
read  unmoved,  Ours  iXtKias  w  eXsof,  itr*  errpovn  a-tfJuvoTfirosl 
AifjLcu  [jt^apobtvofjLBfQi  xai  [jiSfJLVKorH  ciir  tivppiMi  km  xpocuyw 
€t;Tovn(Tav.  Sywoxei  ^re  ITei^ctia,  xa«  tA  Trepi^  opir  €apurspx9 
*oiHVTa  -mv  op/xTji'.  T«  OopvSn  ret  ITadv}  f  oCc^anr^^a  I"  xtX.— 
I  will  make  no  apology  for  presenting  the  learned  reader  with 
this  passage,  as  Lbnginiis  Would  say,  Ovfu  (j,ey(tkoi  ot  Xoyci, 
xz(  s(ji,Spi9ns  at  smoiar  hXoii  aufxarioy  ipafd/iTMCfv  Kai  %vayaiviO)f.^ 
i  expect  his  thanks  and  not  his  censure,  if  he  is  worthy  t6 
read  it. 

(q)  The  Mii  Barrubl  has  done  a  pablic  service  to  Europe, 
by  his  eloquent  and  perspicuous  delineation  of  M#  History  0/ 
Jacobinism^  in  his  work  intitled  '^  Mtmoires  pour  strvir  a  /'  histoire 
*'  du  JatobinismeJ*^  I  by  no  means  subscribe  to  all  the  Abbe's 
opinions  and  particular  doctrines,  or  td  his  whims  and  fancies  : 
t>ut  in  the  disposition  of  the  whole  work,  I  perceive  the  hand 
of  a  master.  He  has  discovered,  and  traced  from  the  ver/ 
source,  the  original  Cabal  and  it's  inpioui  infamous  leaders; 
and  he  has  laid  down  their  scheme,  aiid  disposed  the  proofs 
from  their  own  authentic  writings  and  works,  in  a  convincing, 
orderly,  and  logical  arrangement.  It  is  the  best  historical  and' 
critical  commentary  extant  (except  the  events  themselves)  oa 
Kir.  Burke's  first  work,  called  ''  Reflections  on  the  ReVolutioa 

Bb  ix) 

*  Loiigin,  Sect*  94  de  SabUmi 


r  s86  ] 

l' too  will  call,  loud  through  the  gathering  storrfl, 

Godwin 

in  FtJhctJ*  1796.  It  is  worthy  to  be  read  by  ali  who  are 
interested  in  the  great  cause  of  6od  and  man,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  read  and  studied. 

Finis  ti  j£ias 
Totantrc;  sekje  volumus*decus  addere  morti! 

It  is  fbr  soch  paramount  reasons,  that  the  Legislature  and  all 
tlie  Magistrates- of  Oreat  Britain  are  loudly  called  4ipon  ucontnll 
(while  they  yet  can  control!  with  effect)  bj  tbt  iaw^  and  hj  the 
law  ahne^  such  works  as  those  by  Thomas  Paine,  and  all  (he 
spawn, of  lewdness,  infidelity,  and  democracy,  in  their  vigour, 
or  in  their  dotage.  They  are  called  apon  to  repress  hyla^  such 
popalar  works  or  novels  as  thb  Monk,  by  M.  Lewis  Esq.  M.  ?. 
which  I  have  stated  ^  amply,  and,  as  I  think,  have  proved,  to  be 
indecent  and  blasphemous ;  and  to  watch  over  the  proceedings 
of  Dr.  Geddes^t  the  new  Translator  of  the  Bible. 

The  plain  questions  are  these :  *'  Are  weVo  bb  preserved  ? 
jind,  **Can  we  be  preserved?" 

The  French  Revolution  is  nonv  matter  of  history,  I  mean  of 
history  speaking  in  every  language  of  every  nation  of  Europe. 
One  establishment  upholds  apother ;  and  the  fall  of  any  one  draws 
after  it  a  hn^  ruin.  Read  the  Memoires  of  the  Abbe  Baruex, 
and  doubt,  if  jpou  can,  whether  Literature  has  power  to  kill, 
and  to  make  alive.  Atheist  Statesmen  always  co-operate  with 
-  Atheist  Philosophers,  but  are  generally  duped  by  them.  **  lis 
prennent  leurs  ordres  '<  sans  le  savoir,''  said  D'Alembert  in 
the  plenitude  of  his  impudence. 

The  grand  triple  Conspiracy  and  crushing  Cabal,  under  all  itV 
horrid  formularies,  against  relrgion,  regal  power^   and  social 

order 
?  Preface  to  Dial.  IV.  of  the  P.  of  L, 

t  Ib.Prcf.tgDial.IV. 
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Godwin  (r)  and  Volney,  {s)  Ruin  and  Reform; 

The 

order  under  moral  restraint,  has  shewn  what  is  the  force  and 

potency  of  Literature,  sthnulated  and   conducted  by  an 

exterminating  philosophy.    Let  England  bbware  and  &oos> 

TO  hersblf! * 

**  Me  vetcrum  frequcns 

Memphis  pyramidum  docet ; 

Me  pressse  tumulo  lacryma  gloiis  !  i    .  ' .. 

.  Me  projecta  jaceotium 

Passim  per  populos  busta  Quiritium, 

Fumantumque  cadavera 

Regnorum  tacito,  Rufe,  silentio     ^ 

Ma:stum  multa  monenc !" 

(r)  Godwin.—'*  Ecce  itcrum   Crispinus!'*   and  I  wish  t 

need  not  proceed  with  the  line,   **  Et  est  mihi  saepe  vocandus 

*'  in  partes  t    Monstrum  nulla    virtute  redemptam."— In  my 

note  in  Dialogue  the  Third  of  the  P.  of  L.  I  thought  I  had  taken 

leave  of  William  Godwin  ;  but  he  has  again  obtruded  himself 

upon  the   public.     As  one  of  the  public,  I  shall  give  a  few 

Remarks  on  his  late  book,  called  ^'  The  Enquirer,  or  Reflections 

*'  on  Education,  Manners,  and  Literature,  in  a  series  of  f/ziv^j." 

Of  his  Enquiry  concerning  Political  Justice,  the  author  indeed 

differs  in  opinion  from  me.     He  declares,  in  his  Preface  to  his 

Enquirer^  that  **  An  Enquiry  thus  pursued  on  Political  Justice^ 

(i.e.  as  he,  William  Godwin,  has  pursued  it)  is  uniQuhtedlj  iii 

THE 

*  See  also  "  the  Proofs  of  a  Conspiracy  against  all  the  Reli- 

*'  gions  and  Governments  of  Europe,  carried  on  in  the  SecreC 

«'  Meetings  of  Free  Masons,  Illuminati,  &c.  &c.  by  J.  Robisoiiy 

'*  A.M.'*     A  book  of  great  importance  and  solemn  warning  to 

this  country^which  should  be  perused  with  Abbi  Barueri  work. 

They  Reflect  a  powerful  light  on  each  other, 

Bh  a 
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The  Sophists  unabashM  yet  rear  their  bead, 


Their 
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opinion  upon  it  in  the  Third  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.  1  shall 

8ay  nothing  here.    Yet  I  might  add,  as  it  is  recorded  of  tho 

infidel  Boaster  before  Thebet^ 

Si  tardius  aftus 

Cesdissent,  p9tmifulmen  mtruisst  secyndum.  * 
I  shall  take  but  a  fnxj  chapters  of  his  new  book,  for  really  t 
should  fatigue  myself  and  my  reader  past  all  sufferance,  if  I  were 
logo  through  with  it.  The  spirit  and  the  manner  is  the  same  in 
«//  these  Essays.  '<  The  present  volume/*  (i.  e.  the  Enquirer) 
he  informs  uk,  (Preface,  p.  8  )  "  is  presented  to  the  csntimplativt 
reader,  not  zs  dicta^  but  as  tbb  materials  of  thinkjkc, 
and  that  they  are  committed  to  his  m^rcy.'^  He  adds, 
"  that  with  as  ardent  a  passion  for  inncvathn  as  ever,  he^  (i.  e, 
William  Godwin)  feels  himself  more  patient  and  tranquil.*' 
This  is  pleasant  to  himself  certainly,  bat  whether  his  opinions 
and  their  consequences  will  promote  piitiena  and  tranqmiliiy  in 
§iber  men,  is  all  that  we  are  concerned  to  know,  and  to  expose. 
He  professes  to  write  a  moral  work :  it  is  miscellaneous  and  . 
unconnected,  whatever  he  may  think. 

I  would  premise,  that  there  is  a  di/Fcrence  in  considering  a 
moral  and  a  mere  metaphysical  Enquiry.  In  the  latter,  it  is 
just  and  necessary  to  take  in  all  the  parts  of  a  system,  to  know 
it's  efficacy  and  apparent  truth  ;  hut  in  zmcral  work  there  is  not 
the  same  necessity,  and  for  this  plain  reason.  Mankind  are 
guided  in  their  actions^  not  by  system,  but  by  single  impulses  ;  by 
detached  maxims,  by  aphorisms,  by  sentences,  which  have  fre- 
quently the  force  of  whole  volumes.  Whatever  impels  to  action 
singly  and  by  itsdfy  may  be  considered  also  apart,  and  held  forth 
either  to  approbation^  or  to  censure.    For  this  important  reason 

IshaO 
*  Thebaid.  L.  lo. 
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Their  colours  gaudy,   though  but  idly  (/)  spread. 

Better 

I  shall  offer  to  the  public  noticie  some  passages  from  **  The  En- 
*•  quirer,  by  William  Godwin.**  The  book  perhaps  has  been 
read  very  little ;  bat  as  it  is  published  and  maybe  read,  lam 
sore  it  ought  to  be  criticized^  not  from  it's  excellence^  nor  the 
ability  of  the  writer,  but  from  the  subject  matter^ 

His  first  Chapter  or  Essay  is,  *'  0/ awaktning  the  Mind,^^  Ife 
begins  with  so  nttry  wist  a  sentence,  that  we  are  naturally  prepared 
for  much  instruction,  I  have  indeed  been  told,  that  Mr.  Godu^in's 
mother,  like  little  Isaac's  in  Sheridan's  Duenna,  used  to  call 
Jiim  **  Little  Solomon.'*  What  is  this  sentence  f  verbatim  as 
follows:  '*  Jf  individuals  were  uni'vinally  happy,  the  species 
Kvoutd  be  happy  1"  Again.  **  When  a  child  is  born,  one  of 
the  earliett  purposes  of  his  institutor  ought  to  be,  to  «<u«i#« 
his  mind^  to  breathe  a  soul  into  the^  as  yet  unformed,  ntass*^ 
Whether  the  mass  is  the  mind,  or  the  mind  the  massy  and  at  what 
time  the  soul  is  to  be  breathed  into  the  mind,  is  not  quite  clear ;  bnt 
it  is  very  inst  rue  five*  Mr.  Godwin  also  chinks,  that  '*  it  is  net 
the  absardest  of  paradoxes  to  affirm,  that  the  true  ooject  of 
juvenile  education  is  to  teach  no  ont  thing  in  particular  \  but  (the 
reader  will  he  rather  surprised)  to  provide ^  against  the  age  of 
fve-and'tnujenty^  a  mind  well  regulated,  active,  and  prepared  t9 
learn:*  It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  general  education  of 
mankind  is  the  object  under  consideration. 

If  the  reader's  mind  is  not  aiuakened  by  such  an  alarum  of 
lionsense,  I  think  he  must  be  deeply  intranced,  asfast  as  a  modern 
watchman,  or  Mr.  Godwin  himself,  when  he  wrote  the  chapter. 

Next  comes  Essay  a.  «*  On  the  Utility  of  Talents."  From 
this  we  learn,  in  Mr.  Godwin's  own  words,  that  "  The  ©njy 
^omplpte  protection  against  the  appellation  of  foal^  is  to    ^e 

Bb  3  ib^ 
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Better  be  dull  than  wicked;  from  the  heart        480 

The 

the  possessor  of  Mncommon  capacity  ;*'  and  that  "  a  self-satisfii^ 
bal/'<witied  frllonu  is  the  most  ridiculous  of  all  things."  This 
ss  also  viry  instructive^  and  lets  us  into  the  secret  of  Mr.  Godwin's 
witS|  and  his  self-satisfaction.  Rut  I  cannot  think  Mr.  G/s 
instractions  will  *<  produce  in  his  pupU  or  ghild  (if  he  has 
cither)  om  of  the  loitg-lookci-for  saviours  of  the  human  race*^  It 
might  perhaps  produce  another  Anachar&is  Cloots,  the  Oratw 
of  the  t^uman  race. 

Then  come  "  The  Sources  of  Genius,"  in  Essay  3.  The 
sentiments  are  either  so  trite,  or  so  absurd,  or  so  wicked,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  choose.  One  of  them  I  must  select. — Of  the 
children  of  peasants^  Mr.  G.  observes,  **  That  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  the  very  traces  of  understanding  are  obliterated. 
They  are  enlisted  at  the  crimping  bcust  of  oppression.  They 
are  brutifei  by  immoderate  and  unremitting  labour.  Their 
hearts  are  hardened^  and  their  spirits  broken,  by  ail  that  they  stu 
all  that  thtyfeilj  and  all   that  they  looi^  fornuard  to.     This  is 

ONE    OF    THE    MOST  INTERESTING   POINTS    OF  VIEW»  tO  wbich 

wc  consider  the  present  order  of  Society! ! !  It  is  the  gi?at 
jlau£bter  bouse  of  genius,  and  of  mind.  It  is  tbi  unrelenting 
murderer  of  hope  and  gaiety,  iof  the  love  of  reflection,  and  of 
the  love  of  life,''^  p.  i6.  This  it  is,  I  suppose,  as  this  atrocious 
but  foolish  writer  would  call  it,  to  promote  patience  esnd  tranquillitj 
among  mankind  !  Mr.  G.  has  not  yet  done.  Essay  the  4th  is 
on  the  sjime  Sources.  Here  he  proves  too  much  for  himself. 
He  says,  p.  19.  *'  There  is  an  insanity  among  Philosophers, 
that  has  brought  Philosophy  itself  into  discredit.'^ 

At  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Mr,  G.  tpeakiag  of 
the  succession  of  events,  and  the  manner  in  which  we  acqnite 
ideas,  delivers  this  sentence  seriously  and  philosophically,  with  a 

▼icw 
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The  life-springs  issue,  and  their  force  impart ; 

Better 

view  to  be  irtjfructive^  as  I  suppose.  **  I/zny  man  was  to  tell 
,jnc  i^hat  if  I  pull  ibt  trigger  0^  my  gVLJXj  vl  stAji/t  and  htauti/ul 
horse  will  immediately  appear  starting  from  the  mouth  of  the 
tube;  Ican,oNLY  answer,  that  J  do  not  expect  it,  and  that  it 
is  coDtrary  to  the  tenor  of  my  former  experience.  But  I  c^ 
assign  no  reason  (lUJ  why  this  is  an  event  intriniically  mpre 
absurd,  or  Ita  likely  to  happen  than  the  event  I  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  witness.  '  It  may  be  familiarly  illustrated  %o ,  jjie 
unlearned  reader,  by  remarking,  that  the  process  0/ generation,  in 
consequence  of  which  men  and  horses  are  born,  has  obviously  no 
more  perceivable  correspondence  with  that  event,  than  it  would  hanfi 
for  me  to  pull  the  trigger  of  a  gun  !!!"  I  pass  by  the  gross  indecenc^r 
of  the  illustration,  that  I  may  just  hint,  what  it  is  to  be  a  modern 
philosopher,  and  instruct  the  unlearned  in  thevfou  way« 

I  am  ashamed  to  analyse  any  other  opinions  in  this  Essay ;  but 
as  Mr.  G.  is  supposed  by  some  persons,  to  be  "  A  man  of  talents," 
I  suppcsc  also  Mr.  G.  has  the  properties  of  "  A  man  of  talents," 
as  he  himself  has  declared  them  to  be;  and  that  "He  (himselO 
can  rf collect  up  to  ivhat  period  he  was  jejune ;  and  up  to  what 
period  he  was  dull,  :  He  can  call  to  mind  the  innumerable  errprs 
of  specilanon  he  has  committed,  that  nuould  almost  disgrace  an 
ideot.'*  (p.  28.)  For  my  own  part,  in  the  present  instance,  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  ncoIhcticM.  Mr.  Godwin  and  his  book 
are  b  fore  me.     So  much  for  *♦  A  man  of  talents,^* 

I  cannot  oppress  the  reader  with  all  his  desolating,  unfounded, 
and  silly  opinions  on  all  trades,  profesf^ion.'^,  and  occupations, 
wholly  subversive  of  the  present  order  of  society,  and  as  I  believe, 
of  any  supppseable  order  whatsoever  of  any  well-rfgulatc4 
human  society » 

But  if  the  reader  wishes  to  be  amused  with  the  acme  or  height 
Df  absurdity  and  wildness,  I  earnestly  recommend  himtor^ad 

B  b  4  Mr. 
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Better  to  write  stark  nonsense;  better  preach    ^ 
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Mr,  G's  account  of  <'  The  fTalk  of  a  man  of  talents^  (Mr.  Godwin 
himself,  for  instance,)  and  *f  a  man  without  talents^,  (such  «s 
myself)  from  Temple  Bar  to  Hyde  Park  Comer.**  (p.  31  and  32.) 
It  is  leally  refreshing  in  the  extreme.  Nothing  can  be  superior 
to  it,  but  his  *^  Gun  of  Generation,"'  just  described,  and  his 
self-tilling  plough,  without  the  intervention  of  man.''  in  his 
other  book  on  Political  Justice,  VoL  3.  p.  494.  £d.  8vo« 

I  will  give  Mr.  Godwin's  own  account  of  this  famous  Walk, 
especially  as  the  public  are  accustomed  to  observe  all  kinds  of 
men,  and  womeh  too,  between  Tem/tle  Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Comer, 
**  The  fA/y  point  of  difference  (says  Mr.  G.)  between  the  mantf 
talents  and  the  man  without ^  consists  in  the  different  ways  in 
which  their  minds  arc  employed  during///^  same  interval!!'." 
This  is  the  proposition,  ludicrous  and  absurd  enough  of  itself, 
but  now  let  us  hear  the /iroof  or  illustration,  "  They,  (i.  e.  the 
*'  man  of  talents  and  the  man  nuithout)  ^TC  obliged^  let  us  suppose, 
••  to  walk  from  Temple  Bar  to  Hyde  Park  Corner, 

I.  The  Walk  of  a  Man  without  talents,  or  of  a  Dull 

Man  ! 

♦*  The  DULL  MAN  gots  strait  forward :  he  has  so  many  fur- 
"  longs  to  traverse.  He  observes  if  he  meets  any  of  his  acquaint* 
•*  ance :  he  enquires  respecting  their  health  and  their  family. 
**  He  glances  perhaps  at  the  shops  as  he  passes  ;  he  admires  the 
**  fashion  of  a  buckle,  and  the  metal  of  a  tea  urn.  If  he  exfie* 
**  riences  ^.ny  flights  of  fancy  (i.  e.  between  Temple  Bar  and  Hyde 
"  Park  Coiner)  they  are  of  a  short  extent;  of  the  same  nature 
•*  as  the  flight  of  a  forest  bird  clipped  of  his  wings,  and  condemned 
?*  to  pass  the  rest  of  his  life  in  z  farm-yard  J'* 
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With  silky  (»)  voice,  and  sacred  flow'rs  of  speech. 

In 

2.  Th£  Walk  of  a  Man  of  Talents  ! 
•*  On  the  other  hand,  the  man  of  talents  g\ve$/uil  scope 
**  to  his  imagination.    He  laughs  and  cries.     Unindebted  to  tie 
^*  suggestions  of  the  surrounding  objects,  his  luhoU  soul  is  cm- 
>*  ployed!" 

We  are  now  to  prepare/or  the  emfiloyment  of  the  whole  soul  of  a 
inan  of  talents  from  Temple  Bar  to  Hyde  Park  Corner,  and  the 
Reader  will  observe  th^t  he  has  enough  to  do. 

**  He  (the  man  of  talents)  inters  into  nice  calculations ;  he 
**  digests  sagacious  reasonings.** 

(All  this  is  done  between  Temple  Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Corner.) 

**  In  imagination  he  declaims  or  describes^  impressed  with  the 
^*  deejicit  sympathy,  or  elevated  to  the  loftiest  rapture.  He  passes 
*•  though  a  thousand  imaginary  scenes,  tries  his  courage^  tasks  his 
•*  ingenuity  t  and.Mirj  becomes  gradually  prepared  co  meet  almost  any 
♦*  of  the  many-coloured  events  of  human  life.  He  consults  by  the 
^*  aid  of  memotyxht  books  he  has  read,  (N.  B.  a  man  of  talcnia 
•*  never  reads  in  the  «5treeis,)  and  he  projects  others  for  ihe/uture 
^*  Instruction  and  delight  of  mankind." 

(I  always  said  Mr.  G.  himself  jirojected  his  book  on  Justice, 
find  this  on  Education,  in  the  streets;  Sic  tu  /r/v//V, /W^r /^  solebas. ) 

^^1f\ieobser*vesy\ie  passengers,  (the  dull  man  only  observes 
*'  his  acquaintance^  he  reads  tUcir  countenances,  conjcctnics 
•*  their  fiast  history,  and  forms  a  su/ierficial  notion  of  thtir 
"  wisdom  and  folly ^  their  virtue  or  vice,  satisfaction  or 
4*  misery.  If  he  observes  the  scenes  that  occur,Mt  is  with  the 
**  eye  of  a  connoisseur  or  an  artist."  (The  dull  man  above 
minds  only  buckles  and  tea  urns  )  "  Every  object  is  capable  of 
f«  suggesting  to  him  a  Folume  of  Refections.**  (Mr.  G.  must 
ipei^n  his  own  volume  now  before  me,  called  Ffflections  on  man- 
ners 
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In  %oix. pr$bation  (a:)  for^  Foiandling's  gown. 


To 


ncrs,  education,  and  literatarc.)  *•  The  time  of  tkeseiw perms 
*•  in  mi  retpect  resembles ;  it  has  lr$ugkt  them  htk  /•  HjJe  'Park 
••  Ctnur.    In  almost  every  other  respect  it  is  dissimilar." 

Here  is  the  denouement,  or  'Evf^Ka  •/  Pbilosofiher  Godwii, 
and  I  have  no  doubt,  he  thinks  it  a  discovery  in  Terra  jam 
cognita,  as  he  will  allow  the  ground  to  be  between  Tempit 
Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Corner.  I  cannot  say  the  Parallel  is  quite 
in  the  manner  of  Plutarch ;  but  it  is  very  instructive.  No  mu 
can  ever  be  again  at  a  loss  to  know  a  man  of  talents,-  from  a  mail 
without,  in  the  streets.  I  had  often  been  p\iziled|  till  I  met  with 
this  instructive  volume  of  ^Reflections. 

When  the  Reader  has  considered  this,  and  all  the  otherpvts 
I  have  produced,  end  thousands  which  1  have  omitted,  he  will 
remember  that  Mr.  Godwin  has  j^/  himself  up  for  a  LegiiUtor, 
a  Reformer,  a  Philosopher,  a  destroyer  of  ancient  prejudices,  and 
a  builder  of  new  systems^  a  guide  through  the  darkness  of  the 
world  by  this  new  lit^ht;  and  he  expects  the  obeisance  of 
mankind.  I  am  sure,  I  cannot  even  conceive  how  any  manor 
woman  could  be  induced  to  worship  9EFOre  such  ikK  lUkQt 
of  Democracy  and  Tyranny,  whoever  may  sound  the  cornet, 
sackbut,  or  dulcimer  at  the  dedication.  It  is  not  an  ioiagepf 
gold  ;  it  is  an  image  of  iron  mixed  with  miry  cley. 

This  it  is  to  instruct  the  world,  to  reform  it,  to  make  it 
happy.  Mr.  G.  comes  in  such  a  questionable  shape,  that  I 
know  not  when  to  finish  my  questions.  I  might  go  on  chapter 
by  chapter  in  this  manner.  Let  any  man  look  at  his  opinions, 
and  the  nature  of  his  knowledge  and. his  pretensions,  i  routf 
copy  two  thirds  (at  the  least)  if  I  wished  to  express*  and  to 
expose,  all  that  is  reprehensible  in  this  volume,  or  wicked,  or 
ridiculous,  or  trite  beyond  iselief.     1  would  hold  up  Mr.  G.*k 

OWi 
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To  please  some  guardian  Midas  of  the  town. 


'\\Txo 


own  propositionsy  in  his  own  wordf,  to  all  persons  who  hare 
understanding,  and  let  them  judge  for  themselves.  Let  them 
fairly  decide  whether  his  impiety  be  not  even  less  than  his  foil/ 
and  the  weakness  of  his  understanding  more  visible  than  the 
plunging  violence  of  his  exertions.  Dat  operam,  ut  cum  raiiom 
insaniat. 

Mr.  Godwin  is  at  best  but  a  mongrel,  or  an  exotic.  He  is 
grafted  upon  the  stock  of  Condorcet,  and  the  French  rabble  on 
French  ground ;  but  be  has  not  even  the  raciness  of  that  teeming 
soil.  English  minds  will  not  long  bear  the  grossness  of  such  an 
imposition;  for  we  are  better  and  earlier  taught,than  he  wishes  we 
should  be.  Reason  indeed  disclaims  Mr.  Godwin  ;  of  eloquence, 
and  good  writing,  (in  spite  of  all  his  dogmatism)  he  knowi 
nothing ;  and  of  the  Belles  Lettres  nearly  as  much  as  can  be 
attained,  or  rather  fiicked  up^  in  a  niodcrn  academy  in  some 
London  Square,  or  at  Islington. 

But  for  Mr.  Godwin  we  are  to  lay  down  Plato  and  Xeno* 
phon ;  for  him  we  are  to  relinquish  Aristotle  and  Tully;  to 
him'Locke  is  to  give  way,  and  the  simplicity  and  tempered 
humour  of  Mr.  Addison  is  to  be  lost  in  Mr.  Godwin's  effusions. 

I  really  am  fatigued  with  this  man.  Nothing  but  the  impor- 
tance of  the  consequences  and  effects  of  his  wild,  weak,  wicked, 
and  absurd  notions,  (I  cannot  dignify  them*  with  the  name  of 
principles,  or  a^twpLaT*)  could  have  prevailed  upon  me  to  have 
wasted  irretrievably  so  much  of  my  time  upon  them. 

From  the  period  when  Philoso/iLer  Hume  first  gnibled  his 
neglected  "  Treatise  on  Human  Nature,**  and  published  it  in 
the  form  of  Essays,  and  set  up  a  kind  of  slop-shop  of  morality  in 
the  suburbs  of  Atheism,  we  have  had  nothing  but  Essays  upon 
Eways,  till— we  all  know  the  consequence.  Aad  last  of^all  comet 
I  Philosojiher 
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Who  gives  his  vote  from  judgment  and  from  taster 

Better 

Fiilojo/titr  GoDwiK,  and  sets  up  hi^  trumpery  shop  too  io  tbe 
s^ame  quarter ;  though  he  is  willing  to  wait  upon  ladies  and 
{gentlemen  at  their  own  houses,  with  his  *'  Gros  psiquet  de  toile 
mcru*  ^rou^^"  upon  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  celebrated 
fri/iur  in  Gil  Blas^  and  with  the  same   Hind  of  justice.    He 
presents  you  with  his  second-hand   suits,  with  his   **  kahitsJk 
^  dra/i  Hut  unh,*'  and  his  **  ha6i/s  dc  velours  un  fieu Rossis %*"*  At: 
mands  bis  soixTmte  ducats^  and  then  addresses  you  with  the  same 
cool  effrontery  ;  "  Kous  vtes  bien  heurcux  qu   on  se  soit  addrtssl  a 
•*  uois  /tlutit  qu*  a  un  autre »     Graces  au  del,  y  cxerce  rondemeot 
•*  ma  profession;    Je   suis    LI    seul  FairiE?:  Qjul  ait  de  u 
**  MORALE.*"     So    much    for    PhUoso/ihef   Godwin^    or  Li 
FhiIiOSOPHE  Fripier,  malgrc  sa  morale!  , 

To  the  learned  world  in  particular  (if  they  have  ever  drudged 
through  the  works  of  Mr.  Godwin  as  1  have  done)  1  will  addren 
a  few  w.ords  from  the  second  book  of  the  Pyrrhonic  lostituriofM 
cf  Sextus  Kmpiricus,  as  applicable  to  William  Godwiv, after 
all  the  observations  1  have  made  on  his  writing;. 

E$c/xEv  IC  H  TON  AN0PflnON  TOYTON  iuvtp^im  n 
•TTO    rcuv    .XXwv    Za;a;v,     ksci    EIAIKPINXIZ    N0H2AI 

(j)  Volney.— See  Dial.  i.  (note  e)  of  the  P.,  of  L.  for  la 
account  of  Mr.  Volney's  hook,  entitled,  •*  Ruins,  or  Mcdhi- 
tion  on  the  Revolution  of  Empires." 

(/)  "  Mocking  the  air  with  colours  idly  spread.'* 

Shakspearc's  King  Joh> 
I  wi?h 

*  Green  is  the  symbol  of  the  JrhAf  and  Red  of  French  dcnuK 
cratic  factions. 

t  Sexti  Empyrici  Inst.  Pyrrhon.  1.  2.  c.  5^ 


t    397.  J 
Better  with  Warner  move  with  measur'd  haste. 

To 

I  wish  to  refer  xht  reader  to  an  excellent,  yc|^  seasonable, 
and  important  pamphlet  called  ''  Reform,  or  Ruin,^  by  J* 
Bowdler  Esq.  which  is  well  written. 

(»)  All  Doctors  (and  Bishops  too)  should  remember  It  is  one 
thing  to  preach,  and  another  to  print  and  publish  their  sermons. 
It  is  also  high  time  for  Bishop  Horsely  (qui  au  travers  dc  tout 
sn  piete  »'  est  pat  Auteur  imfiuntment ;  et  qui  a  la  satisfactioa 
d'  arracher  Us  Folujitueuses  aux  /ilaisbs^  *  et  4P  afftrmir  dans  Uur 
Jevur  des  E/iouses  ibranlets  par  ^t%  amass  seducteurs  ;  though  I 
cannot  say,  qu'  on  trouve  ses  homilies^  et  ses  ouvrages  egalanewt 
forts  et  delicats)  it  is  high  time  I  say,  for  my  Lord  Bishop 
Horsley  to  remember,  that  it  was  said  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Grenada,  "  Voila  un  Sermon  qui  sent  furieusement  I'  Apo- 
pUxie.:^"  I  do  not  think  that  the  Archcvi^ue  de  Grenade, 
(I  beg  pardon)  Bishop  Horsley  (for  I  think y,  he  never  tvill  he  an 
Jrchhishop)  will  appoint  me  to  be  his  Secretary,  or  in  the  inimit^ 
able  words  of  Le  Sage,  be  desirous  *'  avoir  pres  de  lui  un  homme 
(comme  mot)  qui  ait  de  la  literature^  et  une  home  main  pwr  meUrc 
au  net  ses  //cmcliej.f** 

I  may  add,  that  if  I  should  take  a  walk  through  the  Bishop's 
H/eraty  grounds,  1  fear  I  should  be  found  damage-featant  \  and 
if  I  were  to  enter  the  premises  at  Rochester  or  Westminster,  and 
be  prosecuted  for  ir,  I  *hould  certainly  direct  my  counsel  to 
plead  a  special  '*  "Nil  hahuit  in  ttnementit^''  (See  Lord  Ray- 
jnond's  Rep.  1550)     For  though  his  Lordship,  as  Plaintitf,  is 

but 

*  See  his  Magdalen  Homily^  and  his  speeches  in  the  H.  of  !«• 
in  cases  of  Adultery.  ^ 

X  Gil  Bias,  liv.  x.  ch.  15.        f  lb.  liv,  7.  cb.  4  &c. 
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To  lend  new  pleasure  {y)  to  a  pedant's  e^^ 

Appeal 

but  in  jfstignre,  he  mty  take  advantage  of  ik  esi^feJ^  for  it  runs 
fviti  the  land.     See  Co.Xytt.  152.  and  Sallc.  276* 

Truth,  erudition,  and  ability,  always  fail  in  their  effect,  if 
their  professors  enforce  them  with  violence,  or  asperity  in  the 
manner,  or  with  imprudence  in  the  choice  of  subjects,  and  in 
|he  pls^e  of  delivering  them. 

(;r)  I  allude  to  any  popular  preacher.  It  is  really  humiliadof 
and  degrading  to  the  Clergy  to  preach  frtiatietiaiy  sermons,  00 
any  vacancy  of  a  chaplain  ship  at  any  of  the  charitable  fooodi* 
tions,  before  such  a  set  of  judges.  One  is  for  voice  and  action, 
another  for  what  he  calls  learning,  others  for  the  tender  passions, 
some  for  appeals  to  reason,  and  others  again  love  lope  and 
close  argument.  No  Divine  can  satisfy  such  judges,  but  such 
a  Doctor,  as  is  described  by  John  of  Salisbury,  **  Doctor  iaoc» 
**  tissimus  ille  Gregorius,  qui  melled  pr^dieationis  imhre  totan 
••  rigavit  et  inehriavit  Ecclesiam  !"  It  is  high  time  to  pot  tboc 
affairs  on  a  more  respectable  footing  for  the  Clergy. 

I  think  indeed,  that  the  business,  elections,  &c.  belonginj^to 
all  Hospitals,  and  all  public  charities,  should  be  transacted  ^« 
Committee  of  the  Subscribers,  elected  annunlfy*  A  Committee 
composed  of  twenty-one  persons  would  be  sufficient,  and  ik 
present  mode  of  canvassing  for  offices  might  be  suppressed^  which  is 
much  to  be  desired.  It  might  be  easily  carried  into  effect.  The 
propriety  of  such  a  measure  being  generally  adopted  in  London, 
and  near  the  metropolis,  is  evident;  and  I  wish  this  hint  may 
be  attended  to  by  men  of  sense  and  judgment.  - 

O)  See  a  Treatise  lately  published,  entitled  «  METPON 
API2TON,  or  a  New  Pleasure^  recommended  in  a  Dissertation 
on  Greek  and  Latin  Prosody,  (1797.)'!     It  is  without  any 

pcnnissioni 
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Appeal  to  Bryant,  nor  his  judgment  fear; 
Better  to  state-arithmetic  be  bred,  49a 

Tell  Jacobins  and  Tories  by  the  {yy)  head; 

Prove 


t)ermission,  and  I  think  with  considerable  effrontery,  dedicated  • 
to  Mr.  Bryant  in  a  style  perfectly  new.  If  almost  every  page 
of  this  treatise  were  not  siilier,  wilder,  and  more  extravagant 
than  the  preceding,  I  might  be  tempted  to  take  some  notice  of 
k's  multifarious  contents;  for  they  arc  very  numerous  indeed^ 
They  commence  with  the  laws  passed  in  King  Priam's  teign 
(I  heg  Mr,  Bryant*  s  far  Jon)  under  his  marine  Minister^ 
when  Troy  was  attacked  and  invaded  by  the  Grecians,  and 
sre  continued  down  to  the  present  French  war  and  the 
incomprehensible  Cavalry  Act,  under  George  the  Third  of 
Great  Britain.  As  it  does  not  appear  to  me  possible  for  this 
Author,  (I  use  his  won  words  in  his  own  treatise)  to  "  put  off  the 
monkey  and  bring  out  the  man^*  I  shall  say  nothing  further  of 
this  farrago  of  learned  nonsense.     (1797O 

(jpr)  Mr.  Burkrf  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  in  his  "  Two  Letters 
on  the  Proposals  for  peace,'*  (1796)  that  there  arc  400,000 
political  citizens  in  Great  Britain,  of  whom  80,000  are  pure 
jacobins,   and  the  other  four-fifths  perfectly  sound,"  &c.  &c. 

In  this  particular  instance  I  shall  only  say  of  this  great  and  vene- 
rable man,  what  one  of  Dante'^  Commentators  says  on  a  passage 
in  the  Purgatorio\  **  Per  verita,  i  un  grtin  cojirkcio\  ma  in  cid 
segue  il  suo  stilt.'*  Dante,  Shakspcare,  Milton,  and  Burke,  all 
abound  in  similar  ca/tnccios ;  bot  I  will  add  Dr.  Johnson's  ad- 
mirable words;  **  He  that  can  put  these  (capriccios)  in  balance 
with  their  beauties,  must  be  considered  not  as  nice  but  du]|» 
«$  less  to  be  censured  for  want  of  candoufi  than  pitied  for 
want  of  lensibiiity."    Lift  of  Milton. 
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Prove  that  no  dogs,  as  through  the  streets  the)'  rang?/ 
Civc  bone  for  bone  in  regular  (z)  exchange ; 
Or  frame,  with  Marsh,  {a)  strange  theorems  to  try 
Some  manuscript's  divine  identity; 

With 

(«)  Here  is  another  little  capriccio  of  a  mart  of  60  commoif 
sagacity,  the  late  Adam  Smith,  He  says  seriously,  by  way  of 
illustration;  '*  No  body  ever  laio  a  dog  make  a  fair  and  dtlU 
•*  herati  exchange  of  one  hone  for  another  with  another  ^." 
Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  Vol.  i.  p.  20.  Ed.  8vo.  This 
philosop^hy  is  nearly  of  the  same  date  as  Adam's  ancestor* 
in  Eden,  and  I  can  only  say  in  reply,  "  Who  ever  exfected 
•*  to  see  a  dog  do  so  ?" — We  have  all  heard  and  read  of  thif 
snarling  sect  the  Cynics,  and  if  we  could  convert  dogs  inta 
philosophers,  or  what  is  harder  still,  philosophical  proposition! 
into  meat  and  bones ,  (which  I  fear  is  more  than  most  SctiA 
Professors  can  do)  I  should  apply  metaphorically  the  fol* 
lotving  lines  from  a  celebrated  Poet,  a  great  observer  of  himai 
nature : 

•*  So  when  t^o  dogs  are  fighting  *  in  the  streets. 
With  a  third  dog  one  of  tAe  two  dogs  meets ; 
With  angry  tooth  he  bites  him  to  the  bone. 
And  th's  dog  smarts  for  what  tkat  dog  has  done/* 


♦  In  the  most  extensively  learned  book  I  ever  saw,  (for  the  sit^ 
of  it)  and  the  best  arranged,  I  mean  the  **  Philosephia  Geneialis 
&c  per  Thcophilum  Gale,"  there  is  actusify  a  Chapter^  "  Di 
Fhilosophia  JdamiJ*     L.  I.  C.  I.  s.  5. — A  Capriccio! 

*  i.  e.  For  a  bone^  or  for  any  thing  which  is  an  object  of 
/air  and  deliberate  exchange. 
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And  sense  and  grammar  sink  in  Yorke  and  law  {b); 

Better 


(a)  A  learned  and  ingenious  Critic,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Mailsh, 
(Translator  of  Michaelis's  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament^ 
to  which  he  has  added  many  valuable  notes  and  illustrations) 
published  in  the  year  1795.  "  Letters  to  Archdeacon  Travis, 
on  the  subject  of  a  Greek  Manascript  in  the  Public  Library 
at  Cambridge,  printed  at  Leipzig,  but  sold  in  London  by  R. 
Marshy  Fleet-street."  Mr.  Marsh's  theorem  ib  so  totally  new, 
and  so  unparalleled,  that  I  shall  laugh  hereafter  at  any  man 
who  tells  me,  that  the  chances /^r  or  against  any  thing  are  only 
100,000  to  I. 

**  Cemral  Theorem ^  by  which  the  identity  of  Manuscripts  // 
determined^  from  a  coincidence  in  their  Readings."  (Letters, 
p.  70.)— t  omit  it  in  this  edition  of  my  Poem,  as  the  theorem 
is  judged  to  be  too  long  and  uninteresting* 

{b)  Sec  lately  published,  "  The  Jurisdiction  of  the  Lords 
House  of  Parliament,  by  Sir  Matthew  Hale,"  and  an  intro- 
ductory  preface  by  F.  Hargrave,  Esq.  the  Editor.  1796.  Mr. 
Hargrave  is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  soundest 
and  most  learned  lawyers  in  the  kingdom.  But  when  he  will 
step  out  of  his  vjay^  and  turn  rhetorician,  and  fancy  that  he  is 
writing  like  Cicero  deOracore,  there  is  some  difference  between 
the  Roman,  and  the  English  advocate. 

Mr.  Hargrave,  in  his  preface,  thus  writes  concerning  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke,  the  short  lived  and  lamented  Chancellor: 
•*  He  was  a  modern  constellation  ^  English  jurisprudence^  whose 
digressionsyrcOT  the  exuberance  of  the  best  juridical  knvmledge  were 
illuminations;  whgse  Cftcrgies  nvere  oracles;  whose  constancy 
•  Cc  of 


I    40^     ] 
Better  be  White  though  dubious  (^•)  of  my  fame. 
Or  wisely  sink  my  own  in  {d)  Homer's  name; 

Better 

of  mind  was  imm  iu/d  the  /linuacU  of  our  English  forum  at  an 
Inauspicious  moment ;  tvkoie  exquisiteness  of  semibility^  at  aimpst 
the  next  mpment  frvm  the  imfressitms  rf  imputed  error ^  stormed  the 
fort  of  even  his  highly- cultivated  reason^  and  so  made  elevation 
and  extinction  contemporaneous  ;  and  whose  firematuremss  rf fate 
^^has  caused  an  almost  ins n/iJiU able  interstice  in  the  science  of  English 
tqnity*^  Pref.  p.  i8i.  I  really  think  Mr.  Hargravc  has  dived 
through  all  the  celebrated  ten  fountains  of  invention,  from 
which  *'  *  A^  has  tdhen  in  water  for  a  ha/ijij  voyage  over  the 
frocellose  ocean  of  his  funeral  fiarenfat  ion**  of  Chakles  Yorke. 

I  pretend  not  to  comprehend  this  passage  in  all  its  sublimity 
but  upon  one  principle  which,  a«  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  grand, 
though  secret,  design  of  Mr.  Hargrave  to  leave  ufom  record  to  his 
brethren:  It  is  this:  "That  a  lawyer,  who  writes  so 
**  clearly  as  to  be  understood,  is  an  avowed  enemy 
*'  to  his  profession.'* 

{c)  See  the  learned  and  very  ingenious  (but  rather  declama- 
tory) Sermons  by  Professor  White  of  Oxford,  at  the  Bampton 
Lecture.  But  in  this,  as  in  many  other  cases,  it  seems,  **  Garth 
*'  did  not  write  his  own  dispensary."— I  always  thought  the 
charge  ridiculous :  yet  learned  men  would  *'  write  about  it  and 
about  it.'*  Anything  will  serve  for  a  controversy.  Enquiie 
of  Messrs.  Ireland,  Malone,  and  Chalmers,  at  the  Shahsfeart 
Manufactory  in  Norfolk-street,  in  the  Strand.    (1797.) 

(d)  The  Rev.  Dr.  Parr  will  best  explain  this  verse.  Sec 
his  sublime  Apostrophe,  *'  Spirit  of  Henry  Homer!  &c.  &c.  he. 
Letter  to  Dr.  Coombe,  by  an  occasional  Writer  in  the  firitish 
Critic. 

*  Hist,  of  Friar  Gtrund,  Vol.  a.  p.  aSj. 
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Better  to  disappoint  the  public  hope,  500 

Like  Warton  driveling  (e)  on  the  page  of  Pope  ;  (/) 

While 

(tf)  The  Booksellers  may  say  in  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  words: 
*<  What  fools  were  we  to  mingle  such  dn^ueUng  speeches  among 
«*  (Warburton's)  noble  thoughts  1    (Sir P.  S's  Arcadia.") 

Pan  etjam  ArcadlA  dicatse  judice  victam. 
The  typographical  errors  in  Latin,  Greek,  and  English  in  this 
edition  are  numerous  beyond  all  belief;  so  numerous  as  to  be 
tery  inconvenient  to  the  reader. 

The  reason  why  I  have»  in  the  following  passages,  examined 
the  edition  so  particularly,  is  this.  There. is  no  Author  in  our 
language,  whose  works  admit  of  such  important  illustration, 
moral,  religious,  critical,  and  argumentative,  as  Mr.  Pope's. 
This  opportunity  has  been  now  unfortunately  lost ;  and  it  must 
be  seen  that  our  great  poet  has  been  disgraced,  and  a  fond 
admiring  Nation  is  left  to  lament  the  negligence, inattention,  and 
impropriety,  (I  use  the  mildest  terms)  with  which  this  work  has 
been  performed,  except  in  the  critical  part  of  Dr.  W's  notes, 
which  I  generally  approve.  I  have  frwed  this  in  the  following 
remarks ;  and  I  have  given  the  most  cogent  reasons. 

My  sole  object  is  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  which  I  will  strive 
to  support  systematicalfyf  w HOE VEVi  oa  wHATEVBa  mat  stand 
IN  THE  WAY.     **  Hoc  jUis  dico,  qui  me  non  intelligunt." 

(/)  See  the  new  edition  of  Pope's  Works  by  tie  Rev.  Dn 
Joseph  Wartok,  late  Head-master  of  Winchester  School* 
The  mildest  words  I  can  use  are,  **  Tantamne  rem  iam  negli^ 
'*  genterV^  I  praised  (and  liberally  enough  as  some  people 
thought)  Dr.  Joseph  Warton's  Cotamon  Place  Book  on  Pope 

Cca  in 
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While  o*cr  the  ground,  that  Warburton  once  trod, 

The  Winton  Pedant  shakes  his  little  rod  : 

Conteot 

in  the  First  Dial,  of  the  P.  of  L.  and  I  still  think  it  very  enter- 
taining  and  instructive. 

But  when  a  learned  man  appears,  as  the  professed  Editor  of 
the  most  distinguished  and  the  most  interesiing  Poet  of  the 
nation,  and  when  the  public  have  been  taught  to  expect  the 
work  as  of  great  promise,  we  require  something  more  tioM 
mere  copying  his  own  oU  common  place  remarks  from  One  book| 
iofut  thm  in  the  Form  of  notes  at  the  bottom  of  the  pages  of 
another.  It  is  mere  book-making  beneath  the  character  of  so 
learned  a  gentleman  as  Doctor  Warton ;  it  is  to  steal  from  oiu^s 
9wn  self.  Yet  the  town  is  patient ;  '*  Marcus  dixit  ita  est ;" 
but  I  will  not  say  so.  Had  this  been  done  merely  by  the  Book- 
sellers, or  by  the  whole  worshipful  Company  of  Stationen, 
it  would  have  remained  without  notice  from  me.  It  would 
have  been  etn  edition  made  with  a  /lair  rf  Sciisars^  nothing  more* 
fiut  at  the  end  of  the  Advertisement  to  this  edition  I  find 
these  words ;  "  For  the  rest  of  the  notes  (except  those  by  Mr.  Pope 
and  Dr.  Warburton)  I  am  answerable^    Joseph  Waktok." 

When  the  illustrious  friend  of  Pope,  William  Wax- 
BUXTOK,  (sublime  even  in  his  exorbitances,  and  dignified  in 
sagacity  and  erudition,)  condescended  to  become  an  Editor,  I 
should  have  preferred  reprinting  his  edition  as  it  stood.  But| 
in  some  particulars,  I  am  indeed  ashamed  of  the  present  edition, 
asi  it  is  now  offered  to  the  public.  If  Dr.  Warton  had  neither 
time,  nor  spirits,  nor  industry,  nor  leisure,  nor  inclination,  he 
shoutdnot  have  undertaken  a  work  so  important  to  the  world,  fiat 
as  there  is  no  other  new  edition  to  be  had  of  an  elegant  form, 
type,  and  paper,  (and  this  is  vety  pretty)  many  persons  will 
desire  to  have  it,  and  I  am  sure  I  will  not  refuse  it  a  place  ia 
my  library. 
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I 

Content  his  own  stale  scraps  to  steal  or  glean, 
Hash'd  up  and  season'd  with  an  old  man's  spleen  s  [ff) 
Nor  e'en  the  Bard's  deformity  can  'scape, 
'*  His  pictur'd  person  and  his  lib^rd  {g)  shape;*' 

Ah, 


(f)  Sec  Dr.  Wanton's  yt^xwra/  notes  on  Pope  and  Warbyrtoa 
fassim  throughout  the  work,  splenetic  in  the  extreme* 

{g\  Poets  are  often  prophets.  Popk  little  thought  that,  fifty 
years  after  his  death,  a  learned  Editor  would  revive  some  imputed 
trashy  (perhaps)  w/  his  vum^  and  actually  give  to  the  malignant 
curiosity  of  some  folks,  **  His  libelled  person  and  his  pictured 
"  shape."  (Prol.  to  Pope's  Satires,  v.  353.)  It  is  strange  that 
Mr.  Gibbon  and  Mr.  Pope  should  have  the  same  fate.  The 
figure  of  Mr.  G.  has  been  presented  to  the  world  and  to  pos- 
terity by  his  friend  Lord  Sheffield  (See  Mr.  G's  posthumous 
Miscellaoies,  4to  Vol.  i.)  and  Mr.  Pope*s  contemptible  appear- 
ance by  th$  kindness  of  his  editor* 

I  have  many  and  great  objections  to  this  edition;  but  I 
shall  only  state  a  few.  An  edition  of  Pope  is  a  fair  and  a  very 
proper  subject  of  criticism.  I  think  the  title  page  contemptuous ; 
•'  With  notes  and  illustrations  by  J.  Warton,  D.D.and  otbtrs*^* 
To  include  William  Wareurton,  Bishop  of  Gloucester 
and  Author  of  the  Divine  Legation,  under  the  title  of  •thers^ 
required  an  assurance  equal  at  least  to  the  dilettante  spirit  which 
too  frequently  prevails  in  Dr.  Warton's  comments.  In  this 
instance,  as  he  says  of  the  great  Samuel  Johnson,  ^'  temulentus 
•*  vidctur." 

Mr.  Pope  himself  said  to  Dr.  Warburton,  "  No  hand  cmn 
fft  my  works  in  to  good  a  lights  or  so  well  turn  th^ir  btst  side 

C  c  3  to 
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Ah,  better  to  unleatn'd  oblivion  hurl'd, 


Thett 


to  the  day,  as  y<tur  vwn.*^  Upon  which  Dr.  Warton  remarks ; 
*'  Without  iocorringy  I  hope,  the  censure  of  being  a  short* 
sighted  and  malevolent  critic,  I  venture  to  say,  that  our 
Author's  fond  expectation  of  his  Commentator's  setting  his 
works  in  the  best  light,  was  extremely  ill-founded."*  Ibelieva 
Mr.  Pope  will  be  found  the  best  judge  of  his  own  interest* 
Dr.  Warton  may  remember  these  lines ; 

'*  Critics  I  saw  that  other  names  drface^ 
And  fix  their  own,  with  labour,  in  their  place; 
Their  own,  like  others,  soon  their  place  resign'd, 
' Or  disaffear^df  AMD  LEFT  the  FiasT  behind.'* 

Such  was  the  inscription  in  a  Temple,  from  which  it  will  be 
difficult  to  erase  the  name  of  William  Warburton,  and  substi- 
tute the  name  of  Joseph  Wartou.  I  have  no  personal  partiality 
for  Warburton  \  he  was  long  before  my  time ;  nor  have  I  the 
honour  (such  I  should  indeed  esteem  it)  of  an  acquaintance 
with  Bishop  Hurd,  his  venerable  friend  and  compeer.  But  I 
.  was  born  to  admire  erudition  and  genius,  and  to  vindicate  them 
when  they  are  insulted. 

Dr.  Warton's  life  of  Pope  is  not  well  written  as  to  the  matter* 
er  the  manner  of  it.  The  style  is  defective  and  often  rulgart 
I  shalt  instance  a  passage  or  two.  The  perpetual  vulgarism  of 
the  term  '^  wr  author."—*^  Dennis  pursued  wr  author  in  bitter 
**  invectives,  against  every  work  ht gradually  published."  p.  i8. 
**  After  arriving  at  eminence  hy  so  many  cafi/al  compositions, 
^  cur  author,'*  &c.  &c«  p.  24.  *'  Which,  as  an  unconunon 
*'  curiosity,  oue  would  have  been  glad  to  have  beheld.*^  f.  11, 
f'  Dr.  Warburton's  defence  of  the  £ssay  on  Man  ultimately 

*  Pope.  Warton's  Edit.  Vol.  9.  p.  377. 
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Then  give  to  Perry  {i)  what  I  owe  the  world; 


And 


"  got  Aim  a  nxiift  and  a  bishopric,"  p.  45.  «•  Into  what  a  mass 
••  has  he  raised  and  expanded  %o  slight  a  hint  P*  p.  ai.  Dr.  W. 
is  fond  of  '*  delicious  lines,  and  delicious  passageSj*'  &c.  I  caa« 
not  specify  more  of  them  in  this  note. 

He  commends  Voltaire  too  often,  and  too  much*  He  is  also 
perpetually  praising  the  German  Professor  Heyne,  who  ha$ 
grossly  insulted  our  English  Universities  and  public  schools  in 
his  writings.  Yet  we^  good  easy  men,  have  republished  ki$  Virgil, 
and  all  his  ponderous  dissertations.  Professor  Heyne  was  origi- 
nally a  mechanic  :  he  was  not  born  with  taste,  and  he  never  ac* 
quired  elegance.  His  learning  is  without  discernment ;  for  more 
embodied  dulness,  or  a  heavier  mass  of  matter  than  his  Virgil 
I  never  saw.  The  shrine  of  the  Poet  is  indeed  loaded  with 
olfcrings,  but  it   is   illuminafed    with   rays  from  Gottingen. 

It  was  very  bold  and  wry  indecent  in  the  Reverend  Dr.* 
Warton,  to  publish  Pope's  Imitation  of  the  Second  Satire  of  the 
first  Book  of  Horace.  Pope  never  *  printed  it  in  his  works 
himself;  Dr.  Warburton  refused  to  admit  it;  no  common 
edition  whatsoever  of  Pope  has  admitted  it ;  and  it  is  printed 
only  in  a  vulgar  appendix  in  two  volumes.  But  if  Mr.  Pope  had 
actually  described  every  nymph  in  the  seraglio  of  •*  the  pious 
**  Ncedham,"  must  the  Reverend  Dr.  Warton  publish  such  a 

poem 

*  Dr.  W.  indeed  says,  vol.  i.  Life  p.  56.  "  Pope  suffered  his 
**  friend  Dod^ley  to  print  it  ztkis  writing  in  one  edition  i2mo.'* 
I  never  saw  it,  but  I  can  believe  the  Doctor*  FQpe  was 
undoubtedly  ashamed  of  it. 

Cc  4 
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And  idly  busy  in  my  choice  pcrplcxt,  510 

Throw 


poeniy  merely  because  Mr.  Pope  had  written  it?— ThU  sixth 
volume  of  Dr.  Warton's  edition  should  be  reprinted  i  and  this 
scandalous  poem,  and  some  other  parts  of  it,  omitted. 

With  the  Commentators  *  on  Shakspeare,  Pope,  &c.  of 
modern  days,  there  is  nosuch  thing  as  an  invocation  to  Intermissm 
Venus  ;  for  the  Goddess  has  actually  deserted  her  beloved 
Cyprus,  In  hos  TOTA  mens.    (See  Horace  for  the  rest.) 

"  Tc,  Venus  Regina,  fio  vocantum 
•*  Thure  Wartoni  et  Stiphaki  dccoras 
**  Transfer  in  aedes. 

I  have  indeed  no  doubt  the  poem  is  by  Pope ;  and  as  to  mere 
wit,  and  point  in  the  imitation,  it  is  perhaps  the  best.  But  whit 
then?  Mr.  Pope's  works  are  distinguished  for  peculiar  cor- 
rectness in  taste  and  morals ;  and  are  intended  for  the  most 
general,  and  the  most  unqualified  perusal.  D.  W.  might  as  veil 
have  printed  Mr.  £*s  Geranium  in  his  comments,  or  any  other 
light  and  vigorous  sally  of  a  very  young  man,  forgiven  as  rach 
and  forgotten,  as  the  following  lines,  if  the  reader  will  believe 
they  arc  printed  in  Pope's  Works. 

"  Or  when  a  tight  neat  girl  will  serve  the  turn, 
"  In  errant  pride  continue  ♦  ♦  »  ! 
**  I'm  a  plain  man,  whose  maxim  is  profest, 
**  The  thing  at  hand  is  of  all  things  the  best." 

Vol.  6.  p«  51.— see  also  p.  49.  worse  stiD. 

I,  though  an  anonymous  layman,  refuse  to  print  the  passage 
f9  full  which  the  Reverend  Doctor  Warton  has  printed  and 
sanctioned  with  his  name  as  Editor  of  Pope's  Works,     "  Nobis 

Mf 

*  Sec  The  P.  of  L.  Dial.  x. 
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Throw  years,  of  labour  on  a  single  text, 

(Alike 

fiM  licet  esse  tarn  disertis^  qui  musas  colimus  scveriorcs."  If 
Mr.  Pope  had  often  written  thus^  his  works  must  have  been 
consigned  to  the  Jibraiy  of  a  brothel.  This  edition  of  Pope's 
works  will  be  sent  into  every  part  of  the  civilized  world  ;  and 
can  it  be  said,  that  I  speak  without  reason  ?  Surely  I  am  not 
pleading  for  public  decency  in  vain. 

The  Doctor  at  least  should  have  dedicated  this  sixth  volume 
to  the  Ladies— of  the  Commons.  To  what  other  ladies  could  he 
present  this  volume  ?  Yet  so  it  is :  ^'  Doctors  rush  in,  where 
]aymen  fear  to  tread."  But  because  Pope  called  this,  ''  Sober 
advice  from  Horace,"  the  Doctor  thought  there  could  be  no 
harm  in  it.  Dr.  W.  observes,  that  "  the  first  step  in  the  Viitvzrf 
^^  as  well  as  in  the  political  world  is  of  the  utmost  conse- 
''  quence.*'  *  I  would  remind  the  Doctor  of  the  last  step  ia 
i»th  these  worlds,  which  he  seems  to  have  forgotten. 

I  think  the  political  principles  in  the  notes  are  frequently  false, 
and  in  many  instances  dangerous.  I  cannot  copy  whole  notes; 
but  I  wish  any  sensible  man  would  refer  to  the  passages  and 
examine  them.  If  they  are  right,  in  such  a  world  as  this  and 
in  such  a  state  of  society  as  the  present,  I  will  give  up  the  whole 
of  my  objections.  Dr.  W,  tells  us  from  Sir  Thomas  Browne^ 
*•  That  there  is  a  etrtain  list  rf  vices  committed  in  all  ages,  and 
declaimed  against  by  all  authors,  which  will  last  as  long  as 
human  nature,  or  digested  into  common  places,  may  sefve  for 
any  theme,  and  never  be  out  of  date  till  doomsday,"  (Vol.  4. 
p.  318.)  Instead  of  a  spirited  vindication  of  moral  satire,  Dr. 
W.  laug|is  at  the  effects  of  it,  and  very  unadvisedly  seems  to 
discourage  even  the  endeavours  after  a  reformation  of  manners. 
1/  I  am  asked  how  ?  I  answer  thus. 

Dr. 
♦  Pope's  Life,  p.  14* 
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(Alike  to  me,  encas'd  in  Grecian  bronze, 

Koran 

Dr.  Warton  tells  us,  from  m  certain  fTii^  "  Mount  in  the 
pulpit  with  Bnurdaloue,  or  take  the  pen  with  La  Bniyere,  it  b 
onfy  8o  much  time  lost ;  the  world  win  go  on  as  before.*'  The 
morality  of  Voltaire  cannot  surely  be  the  morality  of  Dr* 
Warton.  He  lastly  informs  us,  that  Pope,  in  those  Dialoguei| 
^  exhibits  many  and  strong  marks  of  petalance,  party  spirifi 
and  self-importance,  aad  of  assuming  to  himself  the  character 
of  Censor  general."  (vol.  4.  p.  545-)  As  if  in  answer  to  this 
unjust  and  outrageous  character,  with  a  singular  anticipating 
sagacity,  Pope  seems  himself  to  have  replied  to  the  Doctor,  in 
2/i  oion  concluding  note  to  these  Dialogues^  in  languagCi  se»« 
timent,  and  dignity  beyond  all  praise. 

I  may  add,  that  if  this  mode  of  arguing  against  every 
mtdtavwr  to  reform  the  maimers  of  mankind,  and  to  recall  tbm 
to  rirtuc  and  wisdom,  is  to  be  adopted,  we  are  indeed  in  the  high 
road  to  ruin  and  revolution.  Fortunately  there  is  as  much  seme 
as  there  is  policy  and  truth,  in  this  indiscreet  and  dangerous 
•bctrine.  1  might  as  well  say ;  '^  There  is  always  a  certain  lis! 
or  catalogueof  diseases,  infirmities,  and  miseries  attendant  upon 
every  human  being  in  every  sFage  of  his  earthly  existence,  and 
which  wijl  appear,  disquiet,  and  lay  waste  the  species  in  all 
ages.  The  art  of  medicine  never  can  wholly  remove  them, 
and  they  will  never  he  out  0/  date  till  doomsday^  What  is  tht 
use  of  the  physician  and  his  skill  ?  We  should  never  apply  to 
him,  but  suffer  silently,  till  our  dissolution  takes  place,  without 
any  attempt  to  remove  the  pain  or  misery  which  flesh  is  heir 
to,  even  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  mitigate,  or  perhaps  to  cuft 
tbem." 

I  really  cannot  pass  doctrines  like  these  without  aniraadvef* 
sioi^  especially  when  they  arc  cither  recommended,  or  approved, 

by 
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Koran,  or  Vulgate,  Veda,  Priest,  or  Bonze,") 


And 


by  a  Doctor  of  the  Church  whose  office  it  is  to  declare,  pronoonce* 
and  enforce  the  doctrine  of  moral  reformation.  He  should  not 
forget  the  constitution  of  the  natural  and  moral  world.  ^'  Good 
is  set  against  evil,  and  life  against  death.  So  look  upon  tho 
works  of  the  Most  High  ;  there  are  two  and  tv/o^  erne  against 
another.**  I  feel  I  am  right  in  submitting  such  remarks  as  these 
to  the  public. 

As  to  political  sentiments,  I  own  I  was  surprised  to  read 
many  notes,  bat  particularly  these  words  in  vol.  4.  p.  333, 
on  the  compliment  Virgil  paid  to  Cato.  ^'  A  much  honester 
*^  passage  (says  Dr.  Warton)  is  that  in  which  Virgil  had  the 
«<  courage  to  represent  his  hero  assisting  the  Etruscans  in  punish^ 
*<  iftg*  their  tyrannical  king,  in  the  8th  book  of  the  iBneid* 
'•  V.  494." 

**  Ergo  omnis/urih  surrexit  Er kvki a  justi/f 
RfiGEM  AD  suppLiciuM  prac^senti  marte  rbposcunt.** 

Dr.  W.  knot^s  that  Julius  Caesar  was  not  Mezentius;  and  laa 
sure  he  cannot  approve  and  recommend  this  passage,  which  has 
been  in  the  mouth  of  every  modern  Regicide  from  the  murderera 
of  Charles  I.  to  the  murderers  of  Louis  XVI.  But  why 
perpetually  call  out  these  passages  to  public  notice  ?  Why  dwell 
upon  the  *^  morgue  et  grandeur  des  Souverains,"  **  the  autho- 
rised type  of  a  Lion,  &c.  &c."  (Vol.  4.  p.  330.)  in  times  like 
these  ?  We  all  love  liberty  as  well  as  Dr.  W.  but  a  wise  and 
.good  man  discerns  the  signs  of  the  Times.  These  are  the  under* 
inurmurings  of  a  spurious,  bastard,  half- republicanism  ;  I  like 
them  not. 

I  write 
f  Punhhing  is  the  modem  democraticil  word  for  murdering^ 
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And  lend  to  truth  itself  unhallow'd  aid. 

In 


I  write  with  indignation  against  jucb  an  edition  of  such  a 
poet*  Does  any  Husband,  or  Father,  think  of  cautioning  his 
wife,  his  daughter,  or  his  son,  against  aay  part  whatsoercr 
of  Pope's  works  ?  If  this  edition  becomes  general,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  do  so.  I  have  no  personal  dislike  to  Dr.  Wartoa: 
sny  basiness  with  him  is  solely,  as  Editor  of  Pope ;  and  in  that 
character  nothing  can  justify  htm.  Am  I  to  spare  poblic  criticism 
on  an  edition  of  Pope's  works,  because  of  Dr.  Warton's  age, 
(is  it  in  the  title  page  ?)  or  for  the  variety  and  extent  of  hu 
learning  ?  Surely  not.  They  are  both  strong  against  the  deed; 
9hd  Dr.  Warton'sown  words  of  himself  are,  ^*  I  am  mitiWirM.^ 

Pope  was  in  his  hands  in  double  trust :  First,  as  he  ii  die 
most  moral  and  correct  poet  of  the  nation,  the  consistence  of 
his  fame  and  character  should  have  been  preserved,  even  by  the 
partiality  of  an  editor.  Secondly,  Dr.  W.  stood  bound  to  lus 
covntry,  from  his  sacred  profession,  not  to  contaminate  the 
rising  youth  of  either  sex  by  such  fihhiness  and  rank  obscenity 
as  would  disgrace  the  viled  magazine.  By  this  he  has  com- 
mttted  a  great  offence  against  the  public,  which  he  cannot 
repair.  I  am  sure  I  have  spoken  nothing  of  Dr.  W.*s  private 
character;  but  his  edition  is  open  to  me,  and  to  the  whole 
world.  It  challenges  my  notice ;  and  executed  as  it  is,  it 
demands  tho  very  spirit  of  Satire.  £nse  velut  stricto  Ludlios 
ardens  infremuit. 

The  very  indecent  chapter  of  «*  The  Double  Mistress,"  ii 
ihis  scandalous  Sixth  Foiumc^  should  have  been  omitted,  in  the 
Memoirs  of  Scriblerus.  (Vol,  6,  p.  150.)  In  the  Second 
Volume  there  are  a  few  trumpery,  vulgar,  copies  of  verses 
which  disgrace  the  pages*    I  am  ashamed  of  the  low  taste  which 

could 
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In  all  the  rashness  of  a  scholai^s  trade. 

And 

could  soffer  them  to  appear  before  the  public.  I  again  and  again 
disclaim  any  personal  harshness  or  severity  on  the  character  of 
Dr.  Warton,  ^ith  whom  I  am  not  even  acquainted.  All  I  call 
for  loudly  is,  that  this  si^tb  volume  should  suffer  what  every 
catalogue  yearly  inforns  me,  poor  Hollingshead  once  saffcred. 
I  never  before  heard  that  tenJtrnm  was  due  to  an  edition  of  any 
work  ;  but  in  these  days,  if  an  idea  or  opinion  is  but  absurd^ 
it  will  be  considered  as  deep  and  sagacious. 

I  shall  not  make  any  further  remarks  on  Dr.  W*s  criticisms 
on  Pope  at  present,  they  are  often  very  just,  curious  and  gnui« 
fying,  but  chiefly  taken  from  his  old  Essay.  I  cannot  nov 
proceed.     Nos  genera  degustamus,  non  bibliothecas  discutimos.* 

If  I  have  written  at  large  on  this  subject,  it  is  because  I 
thought  it  important.  Nothing  is  intended  perstnally  to  Dr. 
Joseph  Warton  in  this  note;  but  whoever,  with  the  character  of 
a  scholar,  had  published  Pope's  Works  in  this  mgnner,  would 
have  received  the  same  strong  reprobation  from  me. 

This  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature  is  designed  to  represent 
and  hold  forth  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  whatever  directly  or 
indirealy  strikes  at,  or  a£Pects,  the  existence  of  the  public  morality, 
or  of  the  principles  by  which  the  constitution  of  England,  or  of 
society  itself  in  a  polished  and  well  guarded-state,  is  maintained 
in  vigour  and  in  sound  health.  Dr.  Warton  may  be,  and  1  doubt 
DOt  he  is,  a  sensible,  well-informed,  agreeable,  and  very  ingenious 
nan,  and  of  amiable  manners  in  private  life.  Of  these  I  have 
said  nothing ;  I  am  sure  I  am  not  disposed  to  contradict  or  to 
question  them.  But,  in  his  office  and  character  of  £y//«r  of 
Pope's  works,    I  solemnly    impeach    him   of  a    high  crime 

and 
^  *  Quint,  lib.  lo.  c,  i. 


C    4t4    ] 

And  fall,  like  (/)  Person. 


OCTAVIUS. 


and  misdemeanor  before  his  coontry,  as  I  have  proved  at  large. 
It  is  a  material  part  of  my  work,  to  mark  the  offences,  errorsi 
or  aberrations  of  men  of  eminence  in  literature.  If  I  shrink 
from  this  duty  on  any  consideration  whatsoever^  I  hope  I  shall 
be  despised  and  neglected.     Nom  me  PhofU  friimm  ftftUii. 

We  should  naturally  look  to  so  learned  and  ingenious  a  man  as 
Dr.  Warton  (I  al^vays  esteemed  him  as  soch)  for.  instruction  and 
improvement  in  classical  taste,  "and  moral  sentiment.  Bot  when 
a  Pilot  of  long  experience  not  only  neglects  the  care  of  the 
vessel  intrusted  to  his  skill  and  fidelity,  but  almost  voluntarily 
directs  it  into  the  port  of  an  enemy,  or  by  extreme  negligence 
and  inattention  exposes  it  to  the  danger  of  a  shipwreck^  he  should 
not  be  surprised  if  he  meets  the  fate  of  Palinuros. 

Gubernadum  (stm  v/,  sed  sponte,)  remistnm, 
Cui  datus  haerebat  custos,  cursnsque  regebar^ 
Fraeipitaus  traxit  secum  !         ( 1 797.) 

{b)  Firry ^  put  synonfmonsly  for  the  printer  ofanyfactioo 
Bewspaper. 

(1)  See  Mr.  Professor  Porson't  Letter  to  Archdeacon  Travis, 
of  which  the  world  has  now  heard  quitt  emugh,  I  hope  this  very 
learned  and  gifced  man  will  now  begin  some  work  of  importaacei 
but  it  is,  and  ever  was,  beneath  his  great  abilities  to  write  in  the 
little  democratic  closet  fitted  up  for  the  wits  at  the  Morning  Chro« 
nide  office.  It  may  do  well  enough  for  some  other  tngemiv 
men,  if  a  certain  political  Dramatist's  compotations  will  leavf 
them  any  abilities  at  all,  which  I  begin  to  doubt. 

What  is  mere  genius,  without  a  regulated \\St\  Young mea 
mUut  trm  (to  use  that  detestable  phrasci)  will  at  last  allow  it,  if 

thqf 
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OCTAVIUS. 

You  may  spare  your  pains. 
He  gives  no  car  to  any  modern  strains. 

Save 

they  look  at  all  the  tattered ,  sin-worn  fragments  of  their  species^ 
whom  they  meet  in  their  walks* 

To  shew  the  deformity  of  vice  to  the  rising  hope  of  their 
Country,  the  policy  of  aacient  Sparta  exhibited  an  inebriated 
Slave.  As  to  the  pursuits  of  heedless  pleasure  in  excess,  it  has 
been  wisely  observed,  that  **  The  Constitution  of  nature  marks 
out  the  course  we  should  follow,  and  the  end  we  should  aim  at« 
To  make  pleasure,  and  mirth,  and  jollity,  our  business^  and  to 
be  constantly  hurrying  about  after  some  gay  amusement,  some 
new  gratification  of  sense,  or  appetite,  to  those  who  vjill  consider 
the  nature  of  man,  and  our  condition  in  the  world,  will  appear 
the  most  romantic  scheme  of  life  which  ever  entered  into 
thought.  Yet  many  go  on  in  this  course,  without  learning 
better  from  the  daily,  the  hourly  disappointments,  li^tlessness, 
and  satiety,  which  accompany  this  fashionable  method  of 
wasting  away  their  days,*' 

I  think  indeed  that  the  words  of  Junius  are  as  true  in  a 
moral  and  religious  sense,  as  they  are  in  their  political  and 
original  application.  *'  If  life  be  the  bounty  of  heaven,  we 
scornfully  reject  the  noblest  part  of  the  gift,  if  we  consent  to 
surrender  THAT  certain  rule  of  livixo,  without  which 
the  condition  of  human  nature  is  not  only  miserable,  but 
cwtemptibU'^* 

*  Junius,  Letter  20. 
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Save  those,  by  Oberea  (X)  fondly  sung. 
What  time  Opano  (/)  trembled  on  her  tongue. 


AUTHOR. 

Censure  or  praise  let  others  seek  or  fear  :  520 

Look  at  my  verse,  the  superscription  there. 
The  cause  that  I  defend :  'tis  yours,  •tis  mine. 
The  statesman's,  and  the  peasant's.     In  my  line, 

All 


As  the  descent  to  a  life  merely  sensual  is  accelerated  in  a  propor- 
tion which  is  always  increasing,  I  wish  most  affectionately,  that  if 
any  ingenuous  and  sensible,  though  perhaps  thoughtless, young 
man  of  fashion,  fortune,  and  talents,  should  happen  to  read  this 
note,  he  may  ahoveall  things  remember  this  great  sentence  from 
Junius,  and  write  it  upon  the  tablet  of  his  heart. 

(i)  See  «*  An  Epistle  from  Oberea,  Queen  of  Otabeite,  to 
•*  Joseph  Banks,  Esq.*'  (now  Sir  Joseph  Banks),  Mr.  Porson*s 
favourite  Inodcrfi  poem,  which  he  can  say,  or  rather  sing  to  his 
friends,  as  I  am  told.  It  is  very  ingenious,  but  rather  too  free; 
and  the  versification  is  exquisite. 

(/)  Opantrov  Tahan9  was  the  manner  in  which  the  nane  of  ' 
Banks  was  pronounced  at  Otabeite.     But  in  this  learned  lao- 
guage,  as  Mr.  Zachary  Fungus  says  to  his  brother  Isaac  in  the 
Commissary,  **  Pshaw !  you  blockhead|  I  tcU  you  THB  HAiit 
••  dies  noi  signify  nothing^\ 
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All  find  in  me  a  patron  and  a  friend. 

Unseen,  unknown,  unshaken  to  the  end. 

Yes,  from  the  depths  of  Pindus  shall  my  rhymes; 

Through,  this  mis-ordcr'd  world,  these  lawless  times^ 

Be  heard  in  Albion  and  her  inmost  state :    ' 

All  that  the  good  revere,  and  bad  men  haXe, 

In  spirit  and  in  substance,  as  of  old,  53# 

The  Muse  in  her  Asbestos  {m)  shall  enfold. 

« 
This  is  my  Method. — Though  I  sometimes  stray 
From  Euclid's  rigid  rules  to  Fancy's  way; 
Yet  have  I  mus'd  on  Granta's  willowy  strand. 
The  sage  of  Alexandria  in  my  hand. 
And  mark'd  his  symbols  deep;  while  o'er  my  car 
Truth  pour'd  her  strain  in  harmony  severe. 

I  sought 

{m)  I  know  not  whether  I  need  mention  It,  but  it  wai  an 
iincient  Roman  custom  to  wrap  dead  bodies,  before  they  were 
placed  on  the  funeral  pile,  in  a  cloth  made  from  a  stone  called 
jlmiantus  or  Linum  ^vivum^  by  some  called  the  Ashestps^  on  which 
lire  had  no  power.  (See  D^Aubenton,  Tableau  Mtfthodique  dti. 
]^inerauX| p.  lo.  Edit.  Par.  8vo.  X784*) 

Dd 
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I  sought  the  Staglrite ;  and  could  divide 

(No  Scotsman  near^  no  Gillies  {nn)  by  my  side) 

His  sober  sense  from  pride  of  intellect,  540 

What  Locke  confirmed,  or  wam'd  me  to  reject. 

jk . 

Thence  soaring  on  the  balancM  wings  of  thought, 
(As  Kepler  hinted,  but  as  Newton  taught^) 
My  mind  in  calm  ascension  to  the  height 
Of  the  world's  temple,  through  the  abyss  of  light, 
Mid  wandVing  fires  and  every  starred  abode. 
Explored  the  works  and  wonders  of  the  God, 
Who  fix*d  the  laws  of  order,  .time,  and  place. 
In  his  own  great  semorium^  {0)  boundless  space. 

The 

(nn)  Since  writing  this  verse,  t  im  happy  to  say.  that  I 
think  we  are  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Gillies  for  offering  to  the 
Public,  at  this  period^  an  English  translation*  of  the  two  most 
important  treatises  on  morality  and  politics,  which  antiquity 
van  boail.  No  man  can  read  these  works  without  being  wiser 
«nd  better,  particularly  the  Politicians  of  the  day.  (March  1798.) 

(0)  *^  Deui,  in  sfiath  infinito^  tanquam  m  scnscri*  lat,  res 
Intime  cemit,  &c.  &c.''  Newton  Princip.  Schol.  Genendt 
jub  fin. 

f  Aristotle's  Ethics  and  Politics,  fevoL  4to.  179S; 
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The  Chemist*s  magic  flame,  the  curious  sport  5^0 
Amber  first  gave,  would  oft  my  fancy  court : 
Led  through  creation's  consecrated  range. 
Each  flower,  and  plant,  and  stem,  with  cVcry  change 
Of  vegetative  life,  in  order  brought, 
I  magnified  Linnseus,  (/;)  as  I  thought ; 
But  spurn'd  unfeeling  science,  cruel  tales 
Of  Virgin  {q)  rabbets,  and  of  headless  (r)  snails, 

And 

(yi)  But  not  in  the  spirit  of  that  silly  mm,  who  inscribed 
these  words  under  the  print  of  Linnaeus :  <*  Devs  creavit^  Linm 
**  naus  disposuit."— "There  is  more  folly  in  the  inscription,  thaa 
any  intention  of  impiety;  it  is  the  mere  rage  of  antithesis  with« 
out  reflection.  But  in  this  botanizing  age,  it  should  not  pass 
without  observation-  to  all  naturalists.  There  is  a  sublime  pic* 
ture  of  a  heathen  Poet,  which  is  not  unworthy  of  any  man  whu 
acknowledges  '^  Thb  Worker  distinct  from  the  work.'* 

Subat  anbela  metu,  solum  Natura  Tovantbm 
Re$picitns  /  * 

(7)  Virgin  Rabbets.-^I  allude  in  general  to  all  needless,  and 
cruel  experiments  upon  animals.  All  that  breathe,  and  feel,  and 
enjoy  the  gift  of  life  from  their  Creator  are  entitled  to  protection 
from  man,  under  those  limits  and  degrees  which  an  honest  and 
upright  mind  knows  without  being  told.  But  in  this  place  I 
particulariy  allude  to  an  anecdote  related  to  me  iy  a  friend^  of  a 
Paper  read  at  the  Royal  Society  in  the  course  of  the  last  winteri 
(1797,)  on  the  subject  of  generation. 

D  d  s  Tba 

*  Stat.  Achil.  1.  i.  488. 
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Ibid  through  the  reahns  of  Nature  as  t  trocl^ 

Bow*a 

The  animal  chosen  for  these  savage  experiments  by  itit 
toerciless  Dottorf  'was  the  Kabhet.  Decency  and  humanity 
alike  forbid  the  exposure  of  the  process,  and  the  mutilation  of 
the  parts  of  generation,  before  and  after  the  animal  was  imprcg* 
nated,  and  I  thinlii  in  one  or  two  of  them,  before  the  coitus. 
Purely  to  sit  calmly  and  to  watch  with  an  impure,  inhuman, 
and  unhallowed  curiosity  the  progress  of  the  desires,  and  the 
extinction  of  the  natural  passions  in  devoted  animals,  after 
such  mutilations  and  experiments,  is  a  practice  useless,  wicked, 
foolish,  degrading,  and  barbarous.  There  is  no  justification 
of  such  a  practice  to  be  offered.  The  mystery  itself  is  not  to  be 
disclosed  to  man  ;  but  it  seems  we  will  know  every  thing:  jeT 
I  wish  we  would  also  recollect  that  wc  must  account  for  oii#' 
knowledge. 

When  an  experimenf,  for  any  purpose  useful  to  millions  dF 
#ur  fellow-creatures,  has  been  once  made  upon  an  animal,  is 
should  be  ^nailj  recorded  by  men  of  science  and  veracity,  as 
iiuthentic  and  satisfactory,  not  to  be  repeated*  Sometimes,  a* 
1  was  told,  the  idea  of  cruelty  exercised  upon  these  animals  wal 
for  a  moment  lost  in  the  ridiculous  terms,  which  were  perpetually 
repeated  in  these  papers,  which  occupied  three  or  four  sittings  of 
(he  Royal  Society.  My  friend  told  me,  that  he  actually  tfaoaghf 
that  Sir  Ch AXLES  Blagdev,  Knight,  and  then  Sbcxbtait 
to  the  R.  S.  had  been  provided  with  specimens,  and  that  he 
expected  to  see  Ftrgia  Rabbets,  married  Rabbets,  suid  mstn^ 
Rabbets  produced  from  a  basket  on  the  table  to  lick,  as  i» 
acorn  and  contempt,  the  very  mace  of  ^  society,  which  night 
after  night  could  sit  and  hear  such  a  cruel  farrago  without 
indignation,  but  with  half«^iles  and  simpers  at  the  virgni^ 
tf  these  unprotected^  devoted,  miserable  animals*. 
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Bo\**d  at  the'throne,  and  saw  (i)  the  powV,  of  God. 
In  morals,   in  religion,  in  the  state,  560 

In  science,  without  or  defy  all  I  hate. 

OCTAVIUS. 

WhenPapersarethus  publicly offen8ive,they  should  be  pubiicljr 
reprobated,  and  not  suffertd  to  60  produced  before  the  Royal 
Society,  upon  a  pretence  of  promoting  natural  knowledge.  Why 

HAS  THE  SOCIBTY  A  CoUNCIL  ?      TH£  CoUNCIL    should    be   a 

literary  and  philosophical  Grand  Jury,  If  it  is  not  so»  it  is  of 
no  use  whatsoever^  but  to  gratify  the  silly  vanity  of  dilettanu 
noblemen  and  buy  Romish  Baronets*  I  should  think  Mr. 
Plant  A.,  the  very  learned,  judicioa%  accurate,  and  welU 
informed  Secretary  to  the  R.S.  would  be  of  my  opinion.  To 
make  such  experiments  as  these,  is  to  offer  an  insult  to  the 
Sacrarium  of  the  Most  High.  For  my  own  part,  I  would  extend 
the  famous  speech  of  the  Barons  in  the  age  of  Henry  the  Third* 
I  would  thunder  in  the  ears  of  the  President  and  of  the  whole 
Royal  Society,  as  a  body,  ^*  Nolumus  Leges  NATURiC  motari!" 
(1797O 

(r)  Here  is  another  savage  instance  to  no  end  or  purpost 
tvhatsoever,  but  the  mere  cruel  sport  of  curiosity.  The  Abb6 
Spalanzani  asserts  that  snails  re-Jiroduce  their  heads^  after  the  am- 
putation of  the  original  capita ;  and  he  actually  made  experimeota 
numerous  beyond  belief.  But  in  the  Academic  des  Sciences* 
1778,  the  reader  will  Hnd  Mr.  Cotte  diflfers  from  the  humane 
Abbe,  and  says,  *'  that  out  of  thousands  0/ snails  who  have  suffertd 
the  operation,  there  have  not  been  above  five  or  six  of  them 
which  liave,  as  it  is  pretended,  rejiroduced  their  heads^^ 

St.  Paul. 
Dds 
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OCTAVIUS, 

Speak  then,  the  hour  demands  j  Is  Learning  fled? 
Spent  all  her  vigour,  all  her  spirit  dead  ? 
Have  Gallic  arms  and  unrelenting  war 
Borne  all  her  trophies  from  Britannia  far  ? 
Shall  nought  but  ghosts  and  trinkets  be  display^, 
Since  Walpole  (/)  ply'd  the  virtuoso's  trade. 
Bade  sober  truth  reversed  for  fiction  pass. 
And  mus'd  o*er  Gothic  toys  through  Gothic  glass? 
Since  states,  and  words,  and  volumes,  all  are  new, 
Armies  have  skeletons^  {y)  and  sermons  ( w)  too ;   571 

So 


(/)  The  late  ingenious  Earl  of  Orford,  Horace  Walpole.  The 
spirit  of  enquiry  which  he  introduced  was  rather  frivolous, 
though  pleasing,  and  his  Otranto  Ghosts  have  propagated  their 
species  with  unequalled  fecundity.  The  spawn  is  in  zwtry  novel 
shop. 

r 

{v)  Tlie  language  of  the  House  of  Commons.  It^shouM 
have  been  in  other  terms :  sunt  lacryoiae  rerum,  et  mentem 
nortalia  tangiint.  Sorrow  is  lacred,  and  should  have  thf 
language  of  consolation  even  from  the  lips  of  a  Sutesman* 
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So  teach  our  Doctors  warlike  or  divine, 
Simeon  by  Cam,  or  Wyndham  on  the  Rhine. 
Where  is  Invention  ?  is  the  modern  store, 
The  same  that  old  Chaldaea  knew  before; 
All  that  the  Gallic  sage,  with  ill-starr*d  wit. 
Kens  from  his  ancient  {x)  telescopic  pit  ? 

AUTHOR. 

All  is  not  lost:  {y)  the  spirit  shall  revive  : 
Lovvth  yet  instructs,  and  Blayney's  {z)  labours  live; 

With 


('U')  See  Claude*8  Essay  on  a  SernoDt  with  an  Appendix*, 
containing  one  hundred  Skiietont  of  Sermons,  &c.  By  Charles 
Simeon,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  King's  College  Cambridge.  17961. 
This  is  as  ludicrous  and  absurd  in  a  Divine,  as  the  term  isoffen* 
five  and  unfeeling  in  Parliament  during  the  miseries  of  war. 

(;r)  See  the  **  Origine  des  Decouvertes  actribuees  aux  Mo* 
**  dcrnes,"  4fo,  par  Monsieur  Dutiins.  1797.  The  work  is 
rather  entertaining,  but  by  no  means  encouraging,  if  the  ingenious 
Author  did  not  generally  substitute  conjecture  for  proof.  He 
observes,  page  130,  in  his  tenth  chapter,  "  that  tbt  bottom  of  a 
'^  ///,  from  whence  we  may  see  the  stars  at  noon-day,  may  be 
•*  itnagined  io  be  tbi  primitioje  teliscopt.**  Mr.  Dutens  may  sit  in 
calm  contemplation  at  tbi  bottom  of  bis  ancient///,  and  from  tha( 
natural  primitive  telescope  see  whatever  best  pleases  his  fanpy  \ 

D  d  4  bat 
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With  all  who  wander  by  the  sacred  fount,  589 

(A  chosen  band !)  encircling  Sion's  mount. 
Fast  by  the  fanes  and  oracles  of  God, 
And  mark,  with  King  (4),  where  waves  his  awful  rod. 

The 

bat  for  my  Own  pirt  I  prefer  the  prospect  from  a  cltfiT  with  the 
assistance  of  modern  ingenuity,  whether  inviiUtd  by  Democritusi 
DoUondy  or  Ramsden. 

(j)  I  have  in  various  parts  of  this  Poem  spoken  of  those 
writers,  who  have  done  honour  to  Great  Britain.  Jt  is  not 
indeed  possible  for  me  to  name  «//  those  who,  even  now,  form  that 
constellation  of  ability  and  talents,  which  has  been  or  may  yet  be 
displayed;  and  which  Plutarch  might  call,  in  language  somewhat 
lofty,  (I  think  in  his  Treatise  de  Placitis  Philosophorun,)  the 

2TNATrA2MON. 

(z)  The  deep]y*learned  Translator  and  Commentator  o» 
Jeremiah,  ice  &c.  B.  Blayney,  D.D.  Regius  Professor  of  He- 
brew, and  Canon  of  Christ  Charch,  Oxford. 

(a)  As  Tli  Frgncb  Renftlutiom  and  its  Cotutquimcis  must  occupy 
and  alarm  the  thooghts  of  every  man  who  reflects,  and  stands  io 
twe  of  the  misery  and  desolation  which  have  been  brought  upon 
the  earth,  and  of  the  judgments  which  may  be  yn  impendiag 
i>ver  Europe,  I  think  I  may  be  excused  by  many  persons  for  the 
note  which  I  am  now  writing.  But  first  I  recommend  to  all 
those  who  either  ignorantly,  or  inconsiderately,  or  impiously, 
or  presumptuously  deny,  reject,  or  vilify  the  Scrifturej^  to  pass  k 
over  entirely ;  for  to  them  it  will  be  foolishness ;  they  have  neither 
part  nor  lot  in  such  a  discussion. 


[.4«5    3 
The  truth  of  evidence,  the  moral  strain. 


Nor 


But  ander  this  restriction^  and  under  this  impression^  I  am 
inclined  to  extend  the  sabject  a  little,  and  would  call  the  public 
attention  with  much  earnestness  co  someyHi;  parts  of  a  book, 
printed  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1788  in  4t09  intltled  *'  Mor« 
sels  of  Criticism,  tending  to  illustrate  some  passages  in  the  hoi/ 
scriptures  upon  philosophical  principles,  and  an  enlarged  view 
of  things:  by  Edward  King,  £sq^  F.R.A.S.  printed  for 
Robson  and  Robinson,  in  1 788.'*  The  title  of  it  is  objectionable 
on  every  account,  open  to  ignorant  ridicule,  and  ceruinly 
unadvised  ;  but  had  a  second  edition  of  the  work  been  called  for. 
It  might  easily  have  been  altered,* 

The  author  of  it  appears  to  me,  (I  speak  from  bis  hook)  to  be  « 
gentleman  of  extensive  erudition  and  ingenuity,  and  of  accurate 
biblical  knowledge,  perhaps  a  little  too  fond  of  the  theory,  and 
sometimes  a  little  whimsical  in  his  application  of  natural  philoso* 
phy ;  but  never  without  a  serious  intention  and  a  profound  piety* 
He  never  forgets  the  natun  of  the  subjects  which  he  is  treating* 
He  seems  to  approach  the  sacred  writings  with  that  prostration 
of  mind,  that  distrust  of  his  own  powers,  and  that  seif-abasement^ 
which  are  tifuirti  of  those,  who  desire  to  look  into  the 
hidden  things  of  God.  I  speak  of  the  spirit  by  which  he  appears 
to  me  to  be  conducted,  and  (I  repeat  it,)  I  sftak  from  the  ivorJk 
alotu.  I  shall  contend  for  no  interpretations  given  by  Mr.  King ; 
but  I  propose  them  to  public  consideration  ;  for  I  never  observed 
more  caution  and  more  watiness  than  in  this  writer. 

We  know  that  it  is  declared,  that  **  the  book  of  Prophecy  is 
sealed  ////  the  tim§  of  complittouJ*  But  the  events  of  the  world, 
of  the  Christian  world,  are  so  awful  and  so  alarming  as  to  in« 
duce  us  to  believe,  that  they  happen  not  without  the  immediate 
providence  and  decree  of  the  Supreme   Being  against  the 

fuperstitioa 
f_  It  has  lately  been  xeprintcd  ia  three  volumes  Svo.    (1800,) 
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Nor  Hurd  has  preached,  nor  Paley  taught  in  vain  j 

Socinus 

superstition  and  corroptions  ofmtiiy  and  for  the  fuieiling  of  tk 
f reparation  for  those  times,  when,  *'  the  Kingdoms  of  this  world 
must  (in  t/e/anci  of  ali  human  folUy)  become  the  kingdoms  of  God 
and  of  his  Chrbti*' 

Tire  direct  and  circumstantial  evidence  for  Christianirj  is 
indeed  very  extensive,  and  it  is  also  so  minute  and  clear  in  manjr 
parts  of  it,  and  so  cogent,  as  to  form  the  strictest  argofflcot 
which  a  matter  of  fact  can  admit  as  a  proof.  But  ezclusire  of 
it*8  doctrines  and  specific  precepts,  there  is  one  point  in  which 
this  Revelation  can  never  be  sufficiently  considered,  and  which 
without  study  never  will  be  comprehended,  nor  even  irapcrfccdy 
conceived:  and  v.ithout  seriousness  it  should  never  he  approached. 
It  is  this:  ♦•  T/je  gtneral  Jts'gn  e/  Scriptuee,  considered^ 
**  historical t  may  be  said  to  be,  to  give  us  an  account  of  tk 
•*  IVorid  in  this  one  single  view,  as  God's  world  !  by  which 
••it  appears  eisentiaily  diitinguiihid  from  all  other  h^okt^  except 
«•  such  as  are  copied  from  it."f  But  on  this  idea  it  is  not  my 
province  to  enlarge;  I  mean  only  to  present  it  as  the  grand, 
luminous,  and  leading  idea  on  this  awful  subject.  1  would 
conduct  the  reader  into  a  safe  and  proper  train  of  thinking, 
and  leave  him  to  pursue  his  own  meditaiion.  I  have  also 
read  words,  uhich  are  deemed  apocryphal^  but  worthy  of  tlit 
hr^best  power.  •«  All  thsst  tbirgs  iven  madt  THROUGH  Ml 
•*  ALONE,  and  through  none  other-,  by  MB  also  SHALL  TREY 
•*  BE  ENDtD,     AND  BY  NOaVE  OTHER  !!!"J 

1  will  therefore  offer,  to  persons  seriously  disposed,  some  passages 
from  this  work  ivritlen  se<vtral  yean  before  the  present  tueuts 
had  taken  place  in  Europe,  or  could  be  conceived  to  be  possible. 

I  wish 

t  Butler's  Analogy  Part  2.  Ch.  7.    J  Esdras,  B.  a.  Ch,  6,  v.  7, 
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Socinus  droops,  and  baffled  Priestley  flics, 


And 


I  wiA  to  be  cleirly  anderstood,  that  I  am  not  speaking  in  this 
note  of  any  other  parts  or  imterprttations  in  this  work  of  Mr.  King* 
I  ana  as  little  disposed  to  superstition  and  enthusiasm  as  any  man 
living ;  and  I  do  not  give  them  as  additions  to  the  idle  prophecies 
and  random  conjectures  which  have  appeared  in  such  narabers. 
I  have  too  much  reverence  for  the  reader,  and  for  myself^ 
and  for  the  subject.  Mr.  King  offers  them  only  as  his  inter* 
pretations  of  scripture,  submitted  to  a  calm  discussion,  fiat 
the  circumstance  which  peculiarly  strikes  me  is  this;  that  they 
were  written  nvithout  any  specific  rtftrence  to  any  nation  in 
Europe,  but  simply  and  in  general,  that  such  times  and  such 
events  might  be  expected  in  some  part  of  the  Christian  world. 

The  first  passage  I  shall  present,  is  a  portion  of  Mr.  King's 
explanation  of  the  24th  Chapter  of  St.  Mathew's  gospel,  prin« 
cipally  of  the  29th  verse.*  In  regard  to  which  he  siays,  "  We 
*' may  remark,  if  the  words  are  to  be  understood,  as  spoken 
^*  merely  emblematically,  then  the  images  made  use  of  are  such 
**  as  are  well  known  to  predict  (consistently  with  their  constant 
*'  nse  in  many  other  parts  of  prophecy)  a  great  destruction  and 
**  almost  annihilation  of  many  of  thou  ia-wfui  powers  nth/ch  rule  on 
**  earthy  however  beneficial  any  of  them  may  be  to  the  earth; 

•*  tfW  A  DREADFUL  LESSKNINO  OF  THE  DIG  MTY  AND  8PLEN- 
^'  DOUR  OF  ALL  GREATNESS,  AND  A  SUBVERSION  OF  ALL 
^*  GOOD      OEDBR       AND     CIVIL     GOVERNMENT!     Than     whlch 

^'  nothing  can  be  expected  more  toriiiidab!^.  Dreadful  indeed 
**  roust  be  a  time,  (if  such  an  one  i>  to  come)  when  men  are  iet 
*•  loose  upon  each  other,  fcssetsed  of  all  their  present  smprovemtnts 

**and 

^ ' ' ; — — • 

^  Of  coune  I  refer  the  render  to  the  book  itself  for  the  tenor 
f f  tJti  'while  argument. 
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And  at  tlic  strength  of  Horsley  (i)  shrinks,  and  dies» 

Nor 


**  and  ^vantages^  but  unriitrained  eitbtr  hy  lata  and  citnl 
'*  government f  or  hj  conscience  and  good  frinciple ;  scorning  the 
*'  admonition  and  authority  of  those  who  ought  to  maintait 
'*  justice,  and  assittid  by  tbi  more  rude  and  barbarous  farts  ^• 
**  tbi  worlds  whom  they  shall  find  too  nady  to  ncroasi  thi 
•*  wwireasAL  uproar.'** 

M  the  conclusion  of  the  Remarks  on  the  Revelations,  Cb. 
^6.  V.  13  and  14.  Mr.  King  says:  ^'  Hire  while  we  maintain 
•*  dni  reverential  /rar,  our  interpretation  most  end,  Notbtag 
•*  but  tbi  ivents  tbemsehes^  'wbea  they  eome  tM  fats^  can  rightly 
'*  explain  the  rest :  and  they  will  certainly  sfiok  loudly 
'*  ENOUGH  for  tbemulves^  as  those  before  kave  done*  Only  I 
^  must  just  remark,  that  //  mmi^  as  \{  fer/ecntim  and  the  horrii 
**  influences  of  tuftrstition^  and  of  ignorance^  and  of  bewbarism'^trt 
**  allowed  to  produce  their  dire  effects  during  tbe  first  part  of 
'*  the  period  of  the  time  described  utfder  the  Vials  \  and  as  i^ 
*'  Irrelicion,  vanity,  and  a  total  wakt  of  all  siaiovi 

^  PRINCIPLE,   AND  A  MISAPPLICATION  OF  THE  RSrXaillBVTS 

*'  OF  CIVILIZATION, ni;rr^/0  be  allowed  to  produce  ruziK  Mis* 
**  CHIEF  also  at  the  latter  end  of  that  period!"  page  4J3.  Set 
-mho,  p.  456  and  457,  which  I  could  wish  to  copy,  the  wotdt 
are  so  important,  and  the  style  so  dignified* 

In  the  conclusion  of  vi^hich  Mr.  King  observes,  mi  tbifimsbiei 
•f  the  mystify  of  God t  *'  that  as  there  should  be  false  Cbriits  ani 
*^  false  prophets,  so  there  should  be  also  a  dreadful  subvenioiof 
**^all  good  government  and  order,  and  that  mem  should  be  kl 
••  loose  u^on  each  other,  in  defiance  of  all  civil  power  and  just  rJh 
^  and  of  legal  restraint."    He  subjoins  j^ome  words  too  reaiwk« 

abH 

♦  P.  262. 
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Kor  second  stand  in  theologic  fame^ 


Sagaciom 


mblc  to  be  passed  over.  *  *'  //  will  bi  ha/t/iy  for  those  toho  shall 
•*  Uve  some  years  heiue^  if  thcy  can  prove  mc  guilty  of  a  mistake 
*•  in  this  point.  I  speak  and  write  loitb  cautious  reverence  and 
^^  fear;  acknowledging  that  I  am  liable  to  errori  and  by  no 
**  means  firetendiftg  to  firofihecy  :  but  Still  apprehending  myself 
*'  bound  not  to  conceal  the  truth^  where  any  matter  a/s/tears  to  h 
^^  revealed  in  Holy  Scriptuje ;  and  especially  when  the  bringin] 
**  an  imfiending  denunciation  to  light,  (if  it  he  a  truth)  may  be  an 
<*  awful  warning  and  caution  to  many,  ard   preysmt  THElfj^ 

'^^  BECOMING    ACCBSSAKT   TO    THE    lYIL.J'' 

I  must  own,  I  am  so  struck  with  these  passages,  that  without 
any  knowledge  of  this  most  distinguished  Layman  but  from  his 
nvorkf  I  could  almost  be  induced  to  address  him,  in  the  sublime 

apostrophe 

•      ill   I       ■       I   II     ■  ■         nil        I        ■        I   I  iH!. 

♦  Page  461. 

\  I  would  offer  the  following  passage  from  the  great  Histo- 
fian  Josephus,  on  the  inattention  and  ignorance  of  maa  in 
regard  to  the  divine  predictions,  as  peculiarly  remarkable; 
the  words  are  these  : 

VavTo,  KaS'  ipav  XTXvr£  r^rxyfji^vcj;^  &  re  hi  yevscrSai  TrpoXeyci* 
^v  Tfi  rm  av9^a;wv  AFNOIAN  KAI  AniSTIAN,  C<fr 
9ii  bSev  ^poiietv  eaQoKrav  rwf  a«ro5«(ro^evd;v,  A4>TAAKTOI 
TE  TAI2  2TMa)OPAI2  nAPEAO0H2AN,  ^i  apirj. 
f^voy  au/Totq  Bivzt  rwv  i^  aurojy  ireipxv  hafvyifv  I 

Joseph,  Anti^.  Jud,  Lib.  10.  S.  3.  p.  44^.  £d.  Hudson.  Oxon« 
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Sagacious  Hey  (r),  and  Renneirs  (^/)  learned  namf# 

And 

Apostrophe  of  one  of  the  most  eloquent  Fathers  of  the  ancient 
Church ;  •*  Ay^pcjve  th  ©ch,  ttkitb  Qepxvov  Hoa  oucwo/jus  rtay  rtt 
@£H  fAvarrtpicui/^  Avcp  £7idi//xia/v  ray  rti  TTvsvfjixros,  xaXoi  2f 
&rvXoy  x%i  k^paiatfjia  ms  ExicXritna^,  Xoyov  ^am^  CTrEX^vTat,  xoa 
ncTTcwy  cpsMT/xa,  xxi  irvct/ptfltTos-  xxrayMyiov**** 

Thus  t  did  this  very  learned  and  most  pious  man  in  a  ttnin 
of  serious,  temperate,  and  impressive  eloquence  deliver  his 
opinion  and  his  interpretation.  They  will  stand  before  as  and 
oar  posterity,  as  the  memorial  of  that  lonely  wisdom,  that  reve- 
rential application  of  the  divine  word,  and  of  that  silent  dignity, 
which  can  onfy  be  attained  by  a  retirement  (at  intervals)  from 
the  world  which  God  hath  made  to  Him  alone»  and  by  thit 
worship  in  spirit  and  in  troth,  which  when  joined  to  humaa 
erudition,  and  to  the  sober  cultivation  of  the  understandio^ 
will  produce  fruit  unto  life. 

But  I  conclude;  humbly  acknowledging  and  most  deeply 
feeling  myself  wholly  unequal,  and  altogether  unworthy, to  speak 
of  the  awful  iublimity  of  such  subjects.  My  office  can  be  but 
ministerial ;  it  is  mine  only  to  lead  the  aspirant  to  the  door 
of  the  temple,  and  to  retire.     (1797*) 

(^)  The  Right  Rev.  Samuel  Horsley,  Bishop  of  Rochester* 
In  my  opinion,  the  controversy  so  ably  maintained  by  thii 
learned  Prelate  against  the  Heresiarch  Priestley,  is  his  peculiar 

praise. 

■■■I'  u«ii  ■■■■  nil  I  ■  » 

*  Gregor.  Naz.  Orat.  19.  (Op.  edit.  Prunaei.  p,  ai6.  Paris 
2609.)  It  was  pronounced  before  the  great  Basil,  when  seated 
on  the  archiepiscopal  throne  of  Caesarea.  (A.  C.  circ.  374.) 

t  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1788.  Mr.  K.'s  book  vat 
probably  written  some  yeari  bcfujrc  it  was  offered  to  the  pnbOQi 
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And  Douglas,  (e)  hail'd  afar  from  earliest  youth  590 
Great  victoria  the  well-fought  field  of  truth. 

To 

praise.  Bishop  Horsley  reminds  me  of  the  celebrated  Divine, 
Charles  Leslie  ;  for  he  has  often  the  same  strength,  the  same 
acateness,  and  sometimes  the  same  coarseness  of  manner ;  but 
the  arguments  are  cogent,  and  the  arras  are  irresistible,  la 
theological  controversy,  Charles  Leslie  and  Bishop  Horslejr 
always  appear  to  me,  *'  ^Eacidae  similes,  Vulcaniaque  arms 
capessum,*' 

To  all  such  writers  and  dissertators  as  Priestley,  either  in 
theology  or  in  politics,  these  admirable  lines  of  Prudentiui  ar« 
peculiarly  applicable: 

Quid  non  libido  mentis  humanae  struat? 

Quid  non  malorum/r»r/a/  ^ 
Statum  lacessunt  omnipoUeutis  Dei 

Calumniosis  litibui. 
Fidem  minutis  dtssecant  ambagibus, 

Ut  quiftque  lingua  nequior: 
Solvunt  ligantqae  quaestionum  vincula 
Per  syllogismos  plectiles. 

Prudentius  in  Prologo  ad  Apotheosim. 

(c)  The  Rev.  John  Hey,  D.  D.  late  Norrisian  Professor  ia 
the  University  of  Cambridge.  The  arrangement,  the  learning, 
the  accuracy,  and  the  exttnt  of  his  researches  in  theology,  arc 
conspicuous  in  his  laborious  and  important  work,  entitled 
^  Lectures,  &c."  read  as  Professor.    (1797.) 

(^)  The  Rev.  Thomas  Rennell,  D.  D.  Author  of  a  very  able, 
learned,  and  eloquent  Apology  for  the  Church  of  England. 
preached  in  St.  Paal'^  Cathedral,  before  the  Sons  of  the  Cler]gy, 
•May  10,  1 796. 
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To  mc,  all  heedless  of  proud  fashion^s  sneeft 
Maurice  (/)  is  learned,  and  Wilberforcc  (v)  sincere^ 

(Though 


(e)  The  Right  Rev,  John  Douglas,  D.D.  Bishop  of  Salisbury; 
a  Prelate  whose  eruditioh,  penetrating  sagacity,  and  veil- 
directed  efforts  have  discovered  and  overthrown  many  a  strong 
bold  of  literary  imposture.  The  names  of  Lauder  and  Bower 
are  only  remembered  to  their  infamy.  The  Bishop's  Treatise 
on  Miracles,  called  "  The  Criterion,"  should  be  reprinted. 
Why  is  it  not  again  presented  to  tbe  public  ?    (Oct.  1797O 

(/)  fie  Reverend  Thomas  Maurice,  Author  of  •*  Indian 
Antiquities,  in  6  vol.  8vo.-"  and  of  *^  the  History  of  Hin- 
**  dostan,  it's  Arts  and  it's  Sciences,  as  connected  with 
.^*  the  History  of  the  other  great  Empires  of  Asia,  during 
**  the  most  ancient  periods  of  the  world.'*  The  jiublic  are 
well  acquainted  with  their  merits.  But  it  is  with  tbe  most 
serious  concern,  that  I  read  what  Mr.  Maurice  has  declared 
in  his  dedication,  that  '^  Tkis  History  commenced  under  the 
^  patronage  of  the  Court  of  the  East  India  Directors, »  dedicated 
"  to  them,  iM  humble  hopes  pf  their  amtinued  supp^ri  ff  a  wcrif 
**  which  MUST  SINK  WITHOUT  THAT  ♦  SUPPORT."  Learning 
has  felt  a  degradation  from  these  words.  I  am  not  to  be  told, 
that  researches  like  these  of  Mr.  Maurice  are  liable  to  the  caprice 
of  erudition,  and  of  uncertain  application,  and  that  his  style, 
matter,  and  manner  are  frequently  too  luxuriant  and  diffuse. 
The  foundation  of  a  temple  may  be  strong,  though  every 
prnament  on  the  pillars  may  not  be  just.    (Nov.  1797.) 

*  The  £.  I.  Company  subscribed  for  a  certain  Dumber  of 
Copies.  Thii  caAAOC  be  called  iupport|  aor  patrmaft  iq  $i|g| 
\  bgdjr^ 
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(Though  on  his  page.some  pause  in  sacred  doubt) 


As 


(v)  Sec,  "  A  practical  view  of  the  prevailing  religious  system 
of  professed  Christians  in  the  higher  and  middle  classes  in  this 
country,  contrasted  with  real  Christianity."'  By  William  WjM' 
berforce,  Esq.  M.  P.  for  the  county  of  York.— —Some  very 
serious  persons  have  their  doubts  as  to  the  theological  principles 
of  this  work  in  thtir/uil  extent,  and  I  fear  it  is  far  too  rigid  and 
exclusive  in  it*s  doctrines.  There  is  also  too  much  of  a  sectarian 
language,  which  cannot  be  approved.  But  of  the  intention, 
virtue,  learning,  and  patriotism  of  the  eloquent  and  well- 
informed  Senator,  I  have  the  most  honourable  and  decided 
opinion. 

His  work  is  vehement,  impassioned,  urgent,  fervid,  instant ; 
though  sometimes  copious  to  prolixity,  and  in  a  few  parts  even 
to  tediousness.  Perhaps  it  is  the  production  of  an  orator  rather 
than  of  a  writer;  I  should  think  it  had  been  dictated.  Through- 
out the  whole,  there  is  a  manly  fortitude  of  thought,  firm  and 
unshrinkijig.  But  for  my  own  part,  for  obvious  reasons,  1  dislike 
the  term  **  Real  Christianity, '*  as  exclusively  applied  to  Sinf  set 
of  propositions  drawn  from  the  Gospel. 

From  external  circumstances  indeed,  I  would  not  take 
theology  from  Athanasius  •r  Bossuet,  morality  from  Seneca  or 
politics  from  Lansdown  or  Sieyes.  But  I  will  own,  that  from  a 
scrutiny  into  the  public  and  private  character  of  Mr.Wilberforce^ 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  his  enemies  would  bt/orced  into  an 
acknowledgment,  (as  it  is  recorded  in  the  words  of  a  prophet,) 
that  **  they  can  find  no  occasion  against  this  man,  except  they 
iind  it  against  him  concerning  the  law  of  his  God."  A  reader 
of  his  work  must  be  good  or  bad  in  the  extreme^  who  may  not 
receive  some  advantage  from  such  a  composition.  I  am  indeed 
unworthy  to  praise  it,  and  I  feel  myself  so. 

Ec  If 
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As  Gisbdrne  (*)  serious,  and  as  Pott  (c)  devorul^ 
Nor  yet  ungrac*d  may  Sulivan  {d)  remain. 

Serene 

If  I  may  descend  from  divinity  to  mere  philosophy,  I  shall 
add«  that  if  Mr.  Wilbeiforee  proceeds  and  acts  upon  the  sob- 
limity  of  such  principles,  we  may  apply  to  him  the  expressions 
drawn  from  the  fountain  of  Plato  by  his  most  enthusiastic 
▼otary,  Piotinus,  A^*  ku/rs  lUraCaiTfUf  &i  ^tiutit  ^fos  apxe* 
^rimoy,  rsXo^  sx<b^  rris  wofitas !  He  will  best  comprehend  the 
high  and  holy  sentence  which  declares  what  is  the  life  of  such 
men ;  *Otnraf  dccvy  xau  attOpanrafif  ^wt  teu  tvimyunwf  Ciof, 
tfBToXXaTT)  Tftiv  sXXaiv  ran  rti^Ey  C»o;  ocmSovo^  ran  t^c, 
«TrH  MONOT  nPOS  MONON  !• 

{If)  The  Reverend  Thomas  Gbbome,  M •  A.  the  ingenious 
Author  of  an  Enquiry  into  the  Dnties  of  Men,  &c.  and  of 
the  Female  Sex,  &c.  &c.  eminently  entitled  to  the  puUk 
esteem  and  gratitude. 

(c)  The  Rev.  ].  H.  Pott,  M.  A.  the  learned  and  excellent 
Arch-deacon  of  St.  Alban's  ;  in  bb  writings  instmctire^ 
laborious  in  his  office,  and  exemplary  in  his  life,  and  in  his 
profession. 

(J)  Richard  Joseph  Sulivan,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  A.  S. 
author  of  <*  Philosophical  Rhapsodies,  &c.'*  and  of  <^  A  View 
of  Nature,  in  Letters  to  a  Traveller  among  the  Alps»  with 
**  Reflections  on  Atheistical  Philosophy,  now  exemplified  in 
**  France,  in  six  vol.  8vo."  which  is  a  work  of  labour 
and  of  general  utility,  digested  from  original  writers  with  jodg* 
ment,  and  with  an  upright  virtuous  heart,  in  a  pleasing  and 
instructive  manner.    It  appears  to  be  intended  merely  as  sm 

*  Plotini  Enneadt  6.  L.  9.  c«  xi. 
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Serene  in  fancy,  nor  in  science  vainj 

But  still,  though  oft  his  various  works  I  scan^ 

I  quit  the  volume,  when  I  find  the  man. 

Herschell  (/),  with  ampler  mind  and  magic  glass, 

Mid 

intnductim  to  works  of  deeper  science ;  ^nd  I  consider  it  in  this 
light.  I  dwell  with  affection  on  such  a  character  as  Mr« 
Sulivan;  and,  if  this  were  the  place,  and  if  India  were  the 
theme,  I  might  make  honourable  mention  of  the  works  and 
excellence  of  his  Brother,  John  Sulivan,  Esq. 

(f)  Dr.  Herschell's  new  doctrine  concerning  the  Materia 
Solaris,  has  attracted  much  attention  among  the  learned.  I  offer 
lo  their  consideration  a  curious  passage,  which  I  met  with 
when  I  was  reading  with  a  very  different  purpose.  The  PUtonic 
Froclus,  in  the  third  book  of  the  Commentaries  on  the 
Timseus  of  his  great  Master,  mentions  that  Aristotle  (whom, 
Purely  with  justice,  he  calls  o  6oLuiAa<ttos  ApKreortkn^)  hints^ 
tiat  the  SUM  and  the  st€trs  are  not  ithsolutelj  hodies  of  fire^ 
The  words  are  these;  To?  rwv  Acrr^wv  xopov,  njx%  avrov 
Tov  |X67«v  HXlov,  OTK  ONTA  EK  nYP02.» 
There  is  another  singular  passage  (not  so  explicit  as  this  from 
Proclus)  in  the  first  book,  de  CsbIo,  of  the  second  Ennead  of 
Plotinus  the  Platonicorum  Coryphaeus,  as  he  has  been  called  : 
he  talks  also,  rather  quaintly  from  Aristotle,  of  a  ITi/g  m 
Tft/y  A(rrpoifv    ^pd^o^y   fudBi,  +  ^ 

E  e  a    ^  The 

—        '  ^       '    ■■  ■■   I 

*  Prodi  Comment,  in  Timxum  Platonis;  Edit.  BasiL 
Gr.  1534.  p.  141. 

t  Plotin.  Ennead  2.  L»  i.  pag*  99*  ^c.  Edit.  Basil,  cum 
Comment.  Ficini. 
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Mid  worlds  and  worlds  revolving  as  they  pjfes,   fic# 
Pours  the  full  cluster'd  radiance  from  on  high^ 
That  fathomless  abyss  of  Deity. 
Who  in  the  depth  abstruse  of  intellect   ^ 
A  greater  now  tha«  Waring  {g)  shall  expect  ? 
Lo,  where  Philosophy  extends  her  sway. 
Guides  future  Navies  o'er  the  trackkss  way 
More  voluble  and  firm ;  so,  strong  in  thought. 
The  royal  Synod  Atwood  (^}  sate  and  taught. 

With 

The  retder  is  referred  ta  Dr.  Hencheirs  most  curioot  ptpcr 
^  On  the  Nature  and  Construction  of  the  Sun  and  Fixed  Stan.** 
PUil.  Trans.  Part  L  1795. 

{g)  Edward  Warinf^  M.  D.  professor  of  the  MatbeniatHt 
in  the  Univenity  of  Cambridge.    (X797O 

(i)  See  a  Paper  in  the  Philos.  Trans.  1796.  Part  I.  entitle 
**  The  Construction  and  Analysis  of  geometrical  propositions 
determining  the  positions  assumed  by  homogeneal  bodies  which 
float  freely  and  at  rest  on  a  fluid  surface,  also  tUtermmh^  tie 
ttmh'tlityrf  skifu  aad  Other  floating  bodies,  by  Gxoacs  Atwood, 
Esq.  F.  R.  S.''  The  R.  S.  presented  Mr.  Atwood  with  their 
siedal  on  this  occasion. 

The  names  of  Herschell,  Atwood,  Maskeljrne,  Carendisb, 
WooUaston,  Milner,  &c.  dignify  the  Royal  Society.  We 
hare  yet  some  **  Master  Builders  in  the  Sciences,**  as  Mr. 
Locke  once  expressed  hinBsd6    (Prc£ice  to  bit  Easaj  on  cfafl 
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With'England's  Bard,  with  Cou^cr,  who  shall  vie  ? 
Original  ia  strength  and  dignity ;  6io 

With  more  than  painter's  fancy  blest,  with  lay* 
Holy,  as  saints  to  heaven  expiring  raise,  {fj 

Heard  you  that  Hermit's  strainfrom  Scotia  borne, 

"  For  virtue  lost,  and  ruin'd  man  I  mourn  ?"  {k) 

Who  may  forget  thee,  Beattic  ?  who  supply 

The  tale  balf-told  of  Edwin's  minstrelsy  ?  (/) 

A  voice 

(/)  William  Cowpcr,  Esq.  Author  of  "  The  Task."  Tom 
M«<raft/v  Upn  ioais !  Such  arc  the  words  of  the  divine  Ascraeaa 
in  his  Theogonia.  Of  these  Muses  seated  on  our  own  Parnassus, 
it  may  be  said, 

«•  TAere  did  they  sit,  and  do  their  holy  deed, 
That  pleas'd  both  heaven  and  earth." 

Bishop  Hairs  Satires.  B.  x.  S.  i« 

The  conclusion  of  th«  Poet's  work  is  so  sacred,  so  dignified, 

so  unequalled  in  simplicity  and  unaffected  piety,  thai  I  hope 

none  will  read  it  without  those  sensationsi  and  without  that 

improvement,  it  seems  designed  to  inspire. 

**  But  all  is  in  his  hand  whose  praise  I  seek; 
In  vain  the  Poet  sings  and  the  world  heari| 
J/  HE  regard  not^  though  divine  the  theme. 
'Tis  not  in  artful  measures,  in  the  chime 
And  idle  tinkling  of  a  minstrel's  lyre. 
To  charm  his  ear,  who  looks  upon  the  heart: 
Whose  frown  can  disappoint  the  proudest  strain. 
Whose  approbation-— prosp^r  even  mine." 
{¥)  A  line  from  Beattie's  Minstrel,  B.  2. 
(0  James  Beattic,  L«L.D.  Author  of  <*  The  Minstrel,  a 
£  e  3  Poem 
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A  voice  from  CaUa  o'er  the  furrowM  field 
Bewails  the  fountain  shut,  the  volume  seal*d !  {m) 
The  throbs  of  Genius  struggling  to  be  great; 
The  cheerless,  chilling  damp  of  lowly  fate ;       6%Q 
The  home-bred  conscious  Worth,  untaught  to  bend 
At  the  shruggM  shoulder  of  a  pitying  friend  ; 
The  pang  that  rends  the  maddening  breast  unknown; 
And  Poverty's  unutterable  groan ; 
The  Vision  bursting  on  the  patriot  soul, 
Superior,  unsubdued,  beyond  control, 
'With  all  the  prophet's,  all  the  poet's  rage, 
High-beaming  o'er  the  unperishable  page  -,        6^8 

The 

Poem  in  two  Books/*  It  is  for  ever  to  be  regretted  that  this 
true  Poet  and  most  excellent  man  has  left  his  admirable  Poem 
unfinished.  My  mind  dwells  upon  it  with  rapture,  particularly 
On  the  first  part,  eren  from  my  boyish  days  at  school. 

(m)  See  the  animated  Preface  to  the  first  edition,  printed  at 
Kilmarnock,  of  the  Poems  by  Robert  Burns,  the  Ayrshire 
Ploughman,  an  original,  national  Poet.  The  words  of  Boai^i 
are  these  :  *'  The  following  trifles  are  not  the  production  of 
«*  the  poet  who,  with  all  the  advantages  of  learned  art,  and 
*'  perhaps  amid  the  elegancies  and  idlenesses  of  upper  life,  looks 
**  down  for  a  rural  theme,  with  an  eye  to  Theocritus  and  VirgiU 
*^  To  the  Author  of  this,  these  and  other  celebrated  names 
••  their  countrj^mcn  arc,  at  least  in  their  original  language, 
••  Afounta'm  shut  up^  and  a  hook  sealed.*^  &c.  &c.  Burns,  in  one 
of  his  Letters,  calls  himself  *'  Jht  Foice  0/ Coila ;''  1.  e.  of  ^/^ 
a  district  of  Ayrshire. 


C    439    1 

The  Muse  indignant  mark'd^  yet  hail'd  the  day : 

And  while  her  Burns  pour'd  forth  his  native  lay^ 

Bright  with  the  redd'ning  Holly  grac'd  his  head,  • 

And  threw  her  mantle  o*er  the  Ploughman's  weed.  («) 

Yet 

(«)  The  public  have  now  been  gratified  with  a  complete 
collection  of  Burns's  works  in  verse  and  prose,  which  is  a  most 
valuable  addition  to  British  literature.  It  is  difficult  to  speak 
in  terms  of  commendation  adequate  to  the  tempered  zeal,  critical 
judgment,  and  discerning  benevolence  which  induced  the 
ingenious  Dr.  Currie  to  undertake  the  office  of  Editor,  during 
the  arduous  and  honqurable  discharge  of  his  most  important 
profession. 

The  chacacter  of  Robert  BtJENs,  his  Life,  his  merits,  and  hit 
most  deplorable  frailties,  have  been  considered  and  appreciated 
in  the  most  candid,  interetting,  and  impartial  manner  bgr  hi&  Brother 
Gilbert  Burns,  by  Dr.  Currie,  Dr,  Stewart,  and  Dr.  Adair ;  but 
by  none  with  more  felicity  and  elegance  than  by  a  Lady  of  a 
refined  and  classical  taste,  polite  accomplishments,  and  culti* 
v^ced  genius  who  knew  him  well,  and  proved  herself  his 
friend  and  pgtron.  They  have  extenuated  nothing,  but 
have  spoken  of  him  M  he  was;  and  their  narratives  raise 
alternately  our  adiiuration  and  our  regret.  They  paint  hi% 
principles  and  his  conduct  at  perpetual  variance,  with  a  certain 
turbulence  of  di^tposition  and  passion  to  which  every  temptatipi\ 
was  ruinous,  and  everj  indulgence  fatal. 

^stuat  ingens 
Imo  in  corde  pudor,  mistpqoe  insania  luctq, 

£t  FU&IIS  AGITATUS  AMOR,  £T  PONSCIA  VlRTUS  \ 

I  think  that  greater  liberality  might  have  bcrn  prvdintly 
exerted  to  obtain  an  adequate  employment,  and  h  ^fe  as  well 
as  honourable  support  for  a  man  destined  to  bea<  up  the  full 
f^me and  dignity  of  the  PoetofScotlanD|  who  had  described 

£  e  4  himself 
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Yet  mark,  each  willing  Muse  where  Boydell  draws. 
And  calls  the  sister  powers  in  Shakspeare's  cause  ! 

By 

himself  to  kis  Countrymen  (and  can  they  now  read  the  words 
without  barren  shame  and  passionate  remorse  ?)  as  **  kaJf-maJ, 
lalffcd^and  *  kalf-sarkit,*'  than  by  the  strange  and  unaccountable 
occupation  which  they  cwferrtd  on  him.  That  all  the  noble 
and  learned  Chemists  of  the  North  could  not  discover,  in  the 
whole  table  of  afjinities,  a  more  sjmjuatketic  ink  for  a  poet  than 
that  of  an  Exciseman^  may  excite  something  between  a  smile 
and  indignation  in  the  less-enlightened  Sooth.  It  might  even 
now  draw  irvn  tears  down  the  poetical  'cheeks  of  the  Mscenas 
of  Scotland,  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas. 

As  to  the  originality  of  Burks's  genfus  and  of  his  cominand- 
ing  faculties  there  can  be  but  one  opinion.  To  the  harmony 
and  force  of  his  English  verse  tr€^  e^r  assents  with 
delight ;  and  to  his  Scottish  poetry  bis  countrymen  have  borne 
that  decisive  testimony  which  natives  alone  can  confer.  Bot 
the  greatest  effort  of  his  genius  is  displayed  in  Thb  Visioh, 
which  raises  itself  in  a  preeminence  paramount  to  all, 
as  THE  Cypress  among  the  Shrubs,  I  scarce  except  that  most 
pathetic  and  interesting  poem,  the  Cotter's  Saturday  Night. 

But  the  volume  of  his  Letters,  and  indeed  almost  all  his  proses 
writings,  must  be  considered  as  a  phoenomenon  in  the  literature 
of  a  ruitic.  It  seems,  I  think  it  is  taken  generally,  the  style  of  a 
cultivated  gentleman  who  haslived  and  conversed  with  ease  in  the 
higher  circles  of  society,  manly,  correct,  eloquent,  and  affecting. 

But  I  am  told,  that  to  estimate  the  character  oi  Burns  with 

justice,  we  should   have  seen   him  in   his  happier   hours,  and 

marked  the  dignity  of  his  natural  deportment,  the  animation 

of  bis  eye,  and  the  power  of  his  colloquial  language. 

His 

♦  Half-cloathed,  or  rather  half-shirtcd.  See  the  Scotch  Glos- 
sary. 'Jht  words  are  talien  from  (he  poem  called^  **  The  Fision.'^ 
Fart  I. 
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By  art  controU'd  the  fire  of  Reynolds  breaks. 
And  Nature's  pathos  in  her  Northcote  speaks  j 
The  Grecian  forms  in  Hamilton  combine, 
Parrhasian  grace,  and  Zeuxis*  softest  line  ; 
There  Barry's  learning  meets  with  Romncy's  strength. 
And  Smirke  portrays  Thalia  at  full  length.  (««)  640 

Lo,  Fuseli  (in  whose  tempestuous  soul 
The  unnavigable  tides  of  Genius  roll,) 
The  surge  of  sulph'rous  fire,  the  smouldering  light. 
The  bridge  chaotic  o*er  the  abyss  of  Night, 
With  each  accursed  form,  and  mystic  spell 
Depicts,  and  *^  bears  up  all  the  fame  of  Hell !"  {0) 

While 

His  sentiments,  the  flmh  and  out^hreak  <f  a  fary'.mind^  oftea 
republican  but  always  patriotic,  and  with  the  .old  national 
attachment  yet  unextinguished  in  his  breast,  claim  our  adiriira- 
tion  or  excuse  rather  than  our  censure,  in  a  man  of  sucU 
overbearing  powers  and  talents  out  of  their  place. 

His  track,  where'er  the  Poet  rov'd, 

Glory  pursued,  and  generous  shame, 

The  unconquerable  mind,  and  Freedom's  holy  flame ! 

(Nov.  1800^ 

{nn)  The  Shakspeare  Gallery,  under  the  auspices  of 
Boydell  and  Nicol. 

I  would   inscribe  the  following  words  on  the  fa<,*ade  of  the 
Gallery  under  the  figure  of  Shakspeare ; 
Musarum  monita,  et  Deus  auctor  Apollo!    (Nov.1800.)  ^ 

(0)  The  expressions  of  Chaucer  on  the  Poet  Claudian  in  the 
Jlousc  of  Fanie  B.  5.  v.  468.  (p.  468.  Urry's  Edit.)  and  now 

transferred 
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While  WcJtairs  pencil  to  the  latest  age 

With  milder  beams  irradiates  Milton*s  page,  {oo) 

For  Athens  Cumberland  {fi)  seems  bom  alone. 

To  bid  her  qomic  Patriot  be  our  own.  650 

High 

tmnsferred  to  ^  thb  Milton  Gallery'*  by  Fuseli.  But 
Hrho  may  speak  of  the  secrets  of  the  abyss  thiu  disclosed  by  this 
mighty  Painter  under  (he  mingled  inspiration  of  Dante,  Michael 
Angelo,  and  his  ^reat  Original?  Dante  alone;  he  indcc4 
might  say  in  language  labouring  for  a  vent; 

^^  S*  10  avessi  le  rime  e  aspre  e  chiocce. 

Come  si  cqnvefrebbe  al  tri^to  buco, 

lo  prenxrel  di  mio  concetto  il  suco 

Piik  pitnsiDeate ;  ma  perch'  10  non  Tabbo^ 

NoA  stn^ft  tfina  a  dicer  mi  cooduco, 

Che  BOO  i  impresa  da  pigliare  a  gabbo 

DeKfiver  fondo  a  tatto  V  Universo !"         Inf.  C. 3a« 
Such  is  /!#  JkenaiPs  smvagi  digmifyy  wbts  a  Painter,  like  Fuseli, 
marches  in  tfae  Ibouupt  of  sovereign  poets  | 
•*  Ncgli  aiti  vestigi 

De'  gran  Cantor'  alia  maestra  strada !"    (Noir.  1800.) 

(•r)  The  magnificent  edition  of  lilikon  by  Boydell  and  Nicol, 
with  the  designs  of  that  ruing  Geniui|  Westail.    Musaeum 

PON  A  ! 

(/)  RicHAED  CoMBBRLAND,  Esq.  ao  Eudior  of  various 
talents^  and  of  very  considerable  learning.  |t  It  scarcely 
necessary  to  enumerate  bis  compositional  in  particular  hia 
dramatic  works,  which  have  received  the  sanction  of  pablic 
esteem.  In  my  opinion  he  has  done  very  great  service,  as  4 
nvritet^  to  the  cause  of  morality  and  of  literature;  but  I  must 
except  hisNovcls,  in  which  there  is  indeed  much  to  blame,  and 
very  little  to  commeod« 

Hf 
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High  from  the  climes  of  Latium's  happier  day 
The  Muse  on  Roscoe  {pji)  darts  her  noontide  ray  \ 
And  with  each  soft,  each  reconciling  pow*r. 
Sheds  gleams  of  peace  on  Melmoth*s  (y)  closing  hour, 

Lo, 

He  is  the  author  of  a  work  called  ••  The  Observer/*  and  from 
the  translations,  in  that  work,  of  the  fragments  of  the  Greek 
comic  writers,  I  believe  all  learned  readers  will  agree,  that  he 
IS  the  only  man  in  the  kingdom  (with  whom  we  are  public^ 
acquainted)  equal  to  the  translation  of  Aristophanes.^  I  wish 
it  were  to  be  the  amusement  of  his  retired  hours.  I  shall  never 
think  he  has  been  **  public  too  long ;"  but  as  he  has  quitted 
the  stage^  (as  he  has  athrmed  himself,  though  Poets  sometimes 
will  make  false  impressions^)  such  a  translation  would  be  an 
easy,  yet  an  adequate  and  honourable  employment  for  a  man  of 
unquestionable  genius,  versatility  of  talents,  and  knowledge 
of  the  world,  and  a  consummate  master  of  the  poetical  language 
of  our  best  ancient  dramatic  writers.  Let  us  hope  that 
Aristophanes  may  yet  be  our  own,     (July  1797.) 

(//i)  William  Roscoe,  Esq.  the  historian  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici 
called  the  Magnificent.  See  the  P.  of  L.  Dialogue  IH.  at  the 
conclusion^ 

yq)  William  Melmoth,  Esq,  a  most  elegant  and  distin- 
guished writer,  •*  near  half  an  age  with  every  good  man's  praise." 
His  translation  of  Cicero  and  Pliny  will  speak  for  him,  while 
^oman  and  English  eloquence  can  be  united.  Mr.  Melmoth  is 
9  happy  example  of  the  mild  inflaence  of  learning  on  a  culti* 
vated  mind,  I  mean  of  tha^  learning  which  is  declared  to  be  the 
^dliinent  of  youth,  and  the  delight  and  consolation  of  declining 
^ears  Who  would  not  envy  this  "  fortunate  old  man*' 
jiis  mo>t  finished  transla|ion  ^nd  pomment  on  Tully^s  Catof 

or 


C    444    J 
Lo,  Graiita  hails  (what  need  the  Sage  to  name?) 

Her  lov'd  lapis  on  the  banks  of  Cam ;  (r) 

While 

or  rather,  who  would  not  rejoice  in  the  refined  and  mellowel 
pfeasures  of  so  accomplished  a  gentleman,  and  so  liberal  a 
tcbolar?    (1797.) 

(r)  I  wish,  (and  every  Etonian  and  every  member  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge  of  good  character  will  join  me  heart 
and  hand)  that  this  great,  disinterested,  virtaons,  and  covsum- 
MATE  Scholar  and  Physiciak,  now  by  learning  and  religion 
conducted  with  dignity  to  the  close  of  Ufe,  may  be  l^nown  bj 
l)iis  aflfectionate  verse  to  all  posterity, 

\     ''  Thi  Uv'd  Iafis  on  the  hanks  o/Cam.'' 

Bus  D11.ECTE  SjSNEx,  te  Jujxiteraequas  oportel 
Nascentem,  et  miti  lustrarit  lumine  Phoebus 
Atlaotisque  nepos ;  neque  enim  nisi  chorus  ah  ori» 
J)ii*,iuferis  poterit  magna  fanjssst  poet  a. 
Ilinc  longaeva  viret  lento  sub  flore  Senectus, 
Nonduro  deciduos  servans  tibi  frontis  honores^ 
Ittgeniumque  wigens^  et  adultum  mentis  acumen* 
Ergo  ego  te  CLus  et  magni  nomine  Phoebi 
Manse  Pater,  jubeo  loncum  salvere  i>er  iBvuy ! 

Milton  ad  Mansum. 
I  know  not  what  should  restrain  me  on  this  occasion.  For  the 
cteihal  honour  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  in  this  onragtt 
to  the  following  names  which  I  have  selected  with  the  severett 
judgment  of  which  I  am  capable,  Gray,  Hurd,  Ogdsk, 
Balguy,  and  Bryant,  I  will  add  the  name  of  htv  DiUetu 
Iafis — Robert  Glynn! 

TaNTO  BOMINI  FIDUS,  TANT^  VIRTVTiS  AMATOR. 

.    (Nor.  1797.) 

I  am  now  to  record  with  a  deep  and   aflfectionate  regret, 

the  departure  of  this  great  man,  for  sysh  he  was,  **  Vir  yeti 

magnusi 
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While  to  the  goal  in  their  sublime  career 

Bryant  and  Burke  (rr)  the  torch  triumphant  bear* 

Whence 

magnus,  si  quid  magni  habeat  pietas,  probitis,  fides,  sumrnx 
cruditio,  par  modestia,  mores  sanctissimi."  In  the  midst  ofbhowm 
Athens^  where  he  had  lived  from  youth  to  extreme  age,  uniformly 
and  consistently,  in  benevolence  and  beneficence,  as  a  scholar^ 
a  well-bred  gentleman,  a  phyfician,  and  a  Christian,  honoured, 
revered,  and  beloved,  there  he  fell.  The  Ministers  of  religioa 
and  the  directors  of  the  public  instruction  have  paid  their 
appropriate  tribute  to  his  memory ;  be  it  nine  to  adapt  and 
inscribe  in  Grecian  simplicity  on  this  hamble  but,  as  I  hope, 
enduring  Cenotaph  the  words  of  the  primal  Historian: 

(IHTPON  (M;r(w>  TON  AFAnHTON)  fi9a>|/ay  oi/tk  r^wp 
«7rf  ffc,  yfjxv  BTtpi'Pia'aLV  fjieyaXcus  !* 
Hail  and  Farewell !     (Nov.  1806.) 

(rr)  It  is  to  be  wished,  that  these  two  ckeat  mev  may  nn0 
i9ncltuie  their  political  and  literary  labours.  ^^  Finem  dignom  ct 
Optimo  viro  et  opere  sanctissimo  faciant  !'*  (h)     (1797.) 

Since  writing  the  above,  when  I  heard  of  the  death  of  that 

VHEQUALLED  man,  thcRt.  Hon.  Edmund  BuRrE,(f)  I  could 

only  say  to  my  friend, 

H  yi,x7^» 

♦  Herodot.  L.  1.  Sect.  30.      {b)  Quintil.  Lib.  12.  Cap.  ir. 

(0  Ju'y  1797.— See  Mr,  Burke's  character,  in  '*  The  Imperial 
Epistle  from  Kicn  Long.  Emperor  of  China,  to  George  the  Third 
of  Great  Britain,'*  v.  117.  page  19.  Edit.  8vo.  As  far  at 
depends  upon  me,  the  words  of  Tindar  shall  be  verified  on  this 
jnoax  ULUSTaxovs  man ; 
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Whence  is  that  groan  ?  no  more  Britannia  sleep^^ 
Bat  o*er  her  lost  Musasus  (j)  bends  and  Weeps.   66# 

Lo, 

H  pufcXrt  XUypUr 

Kcirai  nHAEIAHS! 

Such  was  my  Toieration  for  Ttf  is  G^eat  Maw,  when  living 
^ch  is  the  depth  of  my  homage,  and  the  secret  affliction  of  mf 
spirit  at  his  departore.  It  appears  to  me  expedient  and  grateful, 
that  we  should  all  remember  and  revere  the  mam  to  whose 
frimary  exertions  (it  cannot  be  repeated  too  frequently)  we  mgh 
rtaJiy  owe  the  public  sense  of  the  moral,  political,  and  religions 
<langer  of  England  from  the  grand  Cabal,  grounded  and  rooted 
III  France,  and  branching  out  and  overshadowing  all  Eiirope. 
We  cannot  indeed,  without  much  reflection,  understand  tbe/aO 
nature  and  extent  of  the  public  obligation  to  Mr.  Bui  kc. 

I  would  not  vindicate  any  man  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave; 
much  less  a  politician  and  a  statesman*  The  very  region  of  Poli- 
tics is  baneful ;  for  it  is  too  frequently,  '<  the  soil  the  Fias  like." 
Every  Statesman,  in  or  out  of  power,  knows  his  own  meanness, 
the  turbulence  of  his  passions,  the  rattles  of  office,  the  irritation 
of  opponents,   the  jealousy  of  rank,  and  the  impatience  of 

consorted  power* 

All 

XoV   /A£V    HT6    flaVOVT*    Aoi^Xt 

EXiTTovT**  aXKoL  01 
Tlapai  Ts  fcvpav  ra^ov 
®*  KXiKcuvMt  TrapOpyoi 

Apx  y  Adavaroir 

iEcrXoy  7s  ^nra,  nou  ^9i/xEvoy  vyt,wis  &bS¥  iiiofjuev* 

Find.  Isth.  O.  t. 
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Lo,  every  Grecian,  every  British  Muse 
Scatter  the  recent  flowers,  and  gracious  deWs, 
Where  Mason  lies  ;  he  sure  their  influence  felt. 
And  in  his  breast  each  soft  affection  dwelt. 
That  love  and  friendship  know ;  4ach  sister  art. 
With  all  that  Colours,  and  that  Sounds  impart. 
All  that  the  sylvan  theatre  can  grace. 
All  in  the  soul  of  Mason  '^  found  their  place  !*• 
Low  sinks  the  laurellM  head  ;  in  Monads  land 
I  see  them  pass,  'tis  Mador*s  drooping  band,      670 
To  hafps  of  woe  in  holiest  obsequies, 
"  In  yonder  grave  y  they  chant,  ocr  Druip  lies!'^ 

All  this  IS  true:  but  still,  when  I  have  revolved  the  various 
labours  of  £dmund  Burke,  and  the  cause  he  has  main- 
tained, (as  ic  generally  regards  government,  religion,  and 
society,  not  the  details  of  the  war  and  it's  conduct)  I  say,  with  this 
allowance  for  the  feverous  frailty  of  the  passioos,  and  the  taint 
of  mortality  in  all  our  best  actions,  I  would  record  in  lasting 
characters,  and  in  our  holidbt  and  most  honourable  temple,  the 
departed  Orator  of  England,  the  Statesman,  and  the  Christian^ 
Edmund  Burkb!  *•  Remuneratio  ejus  Cum  AltissimoP' 
(»797-) 

(i)  The  Rev.  William  Mason,  M.  A.  author  of  Elfrida, 
Caractacus,  Musaeu«  a  Monody  on  Mr.  Pope,  The  English 
Garden,  &c.  &c.  &c.  &€• 
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Mfe  (ss)  too,  whom  Indus  and  the  Ganges  motirili 
The  glory  of  their  banks^  from  Isis  torn. 
In  learning's  strength  is  fled,  in  judgment*$  primci 
In  science  temp'rate,  various,  and  sublin^. 
To  him  familiar  every  legal  doom 
The  courts  of  Athens,  or  the  halls  of  Rome, 
Or  Hindoo  Vedas  taught ;  for  him  the  Muse 
Distiird  from  every  flowV  Hyblsean  dews ;  ,      68^ 
Firm,  when  exalted  ;  in  demeanour  grave ; 
Mercy  and  truth  were  his,  he  lov*d  to  save. 
His  mind  collected  ;  at  opinion's  shock 
JoNBs  stood  unmov'd,  and  from  the  Christian  rock, 
Coelestial  brightness  beaming  on  his  breast. 
He  saw  the  star,  and  worshipped  in  the  East. 

TAou  too,  OcTAvius,  that  dread  hour  must  feci, 
Nor  eloquence,  nor  wit,  nor  patriot  zeal. 
Nor  piety  sincere  without  the  show. 
Nor  every  grace  Pierian  pow'rs  bestow  690 

From 

(ij)  Sir  William  Jones.    One  of  the  Judges   of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal,  &c.  &c.  kc.  &c 
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From  pure  Ilyssus,  and  the  Latian  shore. 
What  Swift,  or  great  Erasmus  felt  before, 
May  save  thee ! — ^yet,  yet  long,  so  friendship  calls. 
May  guardian  angels  hover  round  the  walls, 
Where  love  and  virtue  fix  their  blest  abode. 
Friend  of  thy  country,  servant  of  thy  God !  [s) 

OcTAVius  yes,  it  is,  it  shall  be  mine, 
With  praise  appropriate  (^)  still  to  grace  my  line ; 

To 


(/)  In  this  political  and  depressing  period,  it  is  some  comfort 
to  divert  the  attention  for  a  moment  to  sach  characters  of 
literary  and  poetical  excellence  as  The  Rev.  William  Maaon» 
and  Sir  William  Jones )  and  to  be  able  to  add  mji  own  Octavius* 
OcTAvius  Optimus,  are  the  legitimate  words  of  Horace* 

With  an  allowance  for  the  partiality  of  friendship,  (and  who 
that  ever  felt  soch  an  affection  will  refase  to  grant  it  ?)  and  with 
sorrow  that  jvtav  he  most  neither  be  nnJerUood  nor  named,  I  assort 
with  truth,  that  Octavivs  is  formed  to  move  among  the 
highest  and  the  foremost  in  the  State,  though  contented  and 
submitting  to  act  in  a  station,  certainly  not  without  honour,  yet 
inadequate  to  his  faculties.  "  Exomei  atatis  msine  gloriamT* 
(I797-) 

{h)  It  is  pleasing  and  satisfactory  to  think,  that  all  the  booka 
which  are  absolutely  required  to  strengthen,  exalt,  purify,  and 
inform    the  understanding,    and  consequently  to  correct  and 

F  f  enlarge 
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To  mark  where  Genius  soars,  beyond  control. 

With 

enlarge  the  afFectioms  and  the  heart,  ire  of  easy  access  and  of 
easy  price.  With  the  luxury  of  learning  and  the  modern 
elegance  of  types  and  paper,  I  have  nothing  to  do,  bat  earntalf 
U  iipntaii  ail  mtilist  ixtrawagantty  and  hrilliami  filly  in  nrw 
fubHcati9tUt  if  they  are  de&igned  to  be  of  serriceto  the  world, 
and  to  be  purchased. 

The  august  and  sublime  monuments  of  religion  and  of  genius 
may  be  adorned  without  blame,  or  rather  with  great  commenda- 
tion. When  the  Bible,  Shakspeare,  and  Milton  appear  io  all 
the  splendour  of  typographic  art,  and  the  magnificence  of  deco- 
ration from  the  pencili  who  does  not  feel  a  secret  pride  in  the 
honour  reflected  on  the  discerotng  liberality  of  his  country) 
Such  books  may  be  considered  as  typographical  pictures  of 
eminent  artists.  Pictures  however  are  not  necessary  for  the  clo- 
set of  a  student ;  but  they  are  designed  to  adorn  the  mnseumiof 
a  nation  or  an  university,  and  to  dignify  the  repositories  of  the 
opulent  and  patrician  literati.  Atticos  is  magniflcent  in  such 
patronage,  though  Rutilus  may  incur  some  censure.  This  b  a 
noble  and  laudable  use  of  the  superfluity  of  wealth  ;  and  it  b  also 
political  in  the  highest  degree.  In  timet  like  these  men  of 
talents  and  genius,  when  unemploye<l  and  let  loose  upon  the 
world,  become  too  frequently  the  pests  of  society,  and  the  canker 
worms  of  the  community. 

It  is  indeed  high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep,  and  to  dbcernthe 
peculiar  use  of  every  blessing.  In  all  our  actions  we  shoaki 
have  a  view  to  the  stability  of  society,  and  of  well-regulated 
government.  It  becomes  us  all  to  observe  and  separate  the 
essential  and  unvarying  laws  of  order  from  the  principles  of 
confusion,  and  the  dictates  of  sound  sense  from  the  wildness 
of  ungoverned   fancy,    and  of  presumptuous  intellect,     fhtu 
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With  Mantuan  judgment  and  the  Theban  soul  j 

Correct,  majestic,  cppious,  full,  and  strong,       70  X 

In  arts,  in  arms,  in  eloquence,  or  song ; 

Still  proud  to  vindicate  unseen,  unknown. 

The  State,  the  Laws,  the  Altar,  and  the  Throne. 

OCTAVIUS. 

may  the  grand  end  and  aim  at  last  be  effected ;  and  we  maf,  by 
choice  and  conriction,  turn  from  Ijing  ^amiiej  to  the  spirit  of 
truth  and  of  life.    (1797.) 

(e)  The  advice  of  Octavius  is  good,  bat  not  applicable  to  a 
man  so  insignificant  as  his  friend.  But  to  men  of  knowledge 
and  of  ability  in  every  department  of  life  it  b  of  deep 
importance.  I  lament  and  am  indignant,  when  I  think  of  such 
a  scholar  as  Dr.  Parr,  and  the  waste  of  emdition  and  talents. 
Let  him  stand  for  a  genus. 

*^  Knowledge  alone  is  not  our  proper  happiness  :  men  of  deep 
research  and  of  curious  enquiry  should  just  be  put  in  mind,  ««# 
io  mistake  wiat  tbey  art  ilmg.**  But  we  may  all  remember,  that 
as  the  love  of  letters  may  make  us  unsociable,  so  the  love  of 
society  may  make  us  illiterate. 

The  want  of  discretion  and  prudence  has  ruined  more  men 
of  learning  and  genius  than  the  time  would  allow  me  to- 
mention.  Without  this  sobriety  of  intellect  nothing  is  strong, 
nothing  is  great.  Without  this  prudence,  without  this  discern* 
ment  of  time  and  circumstance,  and  tbt  batit  of  regularity^ 
without  an  attention  to  the  decencies  of  society  and  of  common 
life,  and  of  the  principles  by  which  all  men,  however  gifted, 
mnst  indiscriminately  be  conducted,  all  our  attainments  aro 
nothing  worth  :  they  will  nerer  procure  us  esteem  or  respecta* 
biiity  among  men.    The  world  will  but  smile  at  such  scholan ; 

F  f  a  and 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Here  close  the  strain ;  and  o'er  your  studious  how 

May 

and  miDlsterst  when  called  upon  to  promote  tlieiD»  will  tell  joq 
not  withoQt  reason,  **  tbty  an  n9t  fredueiiU.*  * 

Let  me  give  two  passages  on  this  subject,  one  from  M'dtoir, 

the  other  from  Dr«  Johnson,  yariouily  applicAIe  and  of  decpaf 

consequence. 

*'  He  who  reads 

Incessantly^  and  to  his  reading  brings  not 
A  spirit  and  judgment  equal  or  superior, 
Uncertun  and  unsettled  still  remains. 
Deep  Tereed  in  books,  and  shallow  in  himself. 
Crude  or  intoxicate,  collecting  toys» 
At  children  gathering  pebbles  on  the  shGre.** 

'  P.  R.  b.  4.  V.  322« 
To  men  of  genius  (as  at  least  they  are  called)  Dr.  Johnson 
gave  this  solemn  admonition :  *'  This  relation  (of  the  life  of 
*'  Sayaob)  will  not  be  wholly  without  it's  Use,  if  those  who,  ia 
^  confidence  of  superior  capacities  or  attainments,  £sniard  ihi 
*'  €9mm9m  maxims  9/ ii/if  ihtWhe  reminded  ihatnothimgwUi^ftfi 
**  tbt  want  of  pruitntt^  and  that  negligence  arid  irregularity, 
^*  long  continued,  will  make  kn¥wUigt  usekit^  wit  rtiUcukut 
*'  itnd  gimus  fntemptibh** 

*'  Deign  on  the  passing  world  to  cast  thine  eyes, 
*'  Jnd  paasi  anubili  from  letting  TO  B£  wis£.^ 

^ '  ■  '  ■■  ■        , -■ 

*  The  words  of  the  Duke  of"  Newcastle  on  such  an  occasion, 
when  he  was  Prime  Minister  in  George  the  Second's  reign. 
They  were  spoken  of  a  man,  whose  genius,  talents,  eloqueact 
and  erudition  honoured  and  supported  the  Church  of  Eaglaad* 
Jud  bi  was  MQt  fromsiid. 
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May  truth  preside,  and  virtue's  holiest  pow'r, 


From 


(/)  No  factions  ever  proceeded  to  mttmpt  a  rbtolvtiok 
in  any  country^  but  first  under  the  pretence  and  through  tht 
Medium  of  a  Reform.  We  hive  been  told  with  effrontery 
and  with  f^Ishood,  that  the  Constitution  of  England  exists  only 
in  the  imagination  ;  yet  we  may  read  the  Bill  of  Rights.  The 
fact  IS  this.  Modern  framers  of  political  constitutions  will 
never  be  satisfied,  till  they  are  laid  down  like  the  elements  of 
mathematics  in  the  manner  of  Euclid.  Definitions,  axioms^ 
postulates,  primary  propositions,  and  subsequent  propositionSp 
built  upon  and  proved  by  the  preceding,  with  corollaries  and 
deductions.  0 

One  strange  writer,  (perhaps  it  is  the  first  time  the  reader 
ever  heard  of  him)  says,  ^*  a  Constitution  most  be  produced 
entire^  and  at  the  same  time  :  it  must  be  simple  in  it's  construction, 
and  PBRPBCT  im  all  it* s parts,**  *  I  had  fondly  thought  that 
Lord  Bacon  had  distinguished  the  works  of  nature  from  those  of 
art,  in  that  masterly  and  memorable  sentence,  *<  Natara  omnium 
partium  rudimenta  simul  parit  et  procreat.**f  I  suppose  a 
political  Constitution  is  the  work  of  human  art.  Indeed  if  Mr. 
Malkin  were  describing  a  perfect  poem^  epic  or  tragic,  he  coold 
not  have  expressed  himself  more  critically. 

Thus  it  is,  that  wr  present  theoretical  writers  sport  with  man 
and  his  passions.     They  certainly  consider  ns  all  as  passive 

F  f  3  machines^ 

^  Malkin^  Essays  on  Civilisation,  8vo.  (1795}  p.  I23» 
t  Bacon  de  Augm.  Sdf  nt. 
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From  that  bright  source,    whence  bliss  celestial 
springs. 

Rising 

nacbinesi  and  they  apply  their  laivs^  with  as  roach  cool  indif* 
ference  to  their  fellow-cr^atares,  and  with  as  little  feelings  u 
thej  would  apply  the  axe t  or  any  mev  haoical  instramcnt,  to  lop 
a  tree  or  to  raise  a  weight.  Their  sysrems  UDiformly  proceed 
on  this  principle ;  they  never  vary,  and  mercy  i^  not  in  all  their 
thought*.  There  is  no  allowance  for  human  iratlty,  no  revisioo 
of  judgment;  man  has  offended,  and  he  mMst  die  the  deatlu 
Gnossius  haec  Rhadamanthus  habet  durissima  keck  a.  We 
have  all  seen  and  felt,  what  the  revolutionary  principle  is« 

^*  In  (a)  the  present  state  of  civil  society,  and  of  political  order 
so  wisely  established^  so  vigorously  oiaintatiied,  and  so  honourably 
recommended  in  this  still  flourishing,  ppulent,  and  powerful 
kingdom,  it  is  difficult  to  restrain  the  emotion  of  the  breast, 
and  the  indignatipn  of  the  understanding  at  the  nefarious  aod 
desolating  principles  of  modern  philosophy  and  politictl 
theories.  The  arms,  the  instramcnts,  and  the  agents  are  before 
us,  and  are  now  fully  noderstood.  It  was  the  strong  language 
of  Cicero ;  *^  Demonstro  vitia ;  tollite :  denuncio  vim,  arma; 
**  removete."  (h)  We  would  recover  the  health  which  is  frone, 
and  the  soundness  which  is  lost.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  thej  may 
both  be  recovered ;  bat  we  must  all  strivci  in  our  sprera]  capa^ 

citicS| 

{a)  **  In  the  &c/'  This  passage  to  page  459  at  the  corres^ 
ponding  mark  ",  is  taken  from  a  Note  in  the  Poem  called  *^  TM 
Shade  of  Pope ;"  to  bring  my  sentiments  on  this  gr^t  subject 
into  one  point  of  view  before  the  reader, 

i})  Cic.  Fhilipp.  I.  ^t«  19, 
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Rising  serene  with  healing  in  their  wings  ! 


StUl 


cities,  to  direct  the  vessel  of  the  public  mind,  and  of  the  national 
understanding,  in  a  straight  and  undeviatiog  coarse ;  or,  as  it 
is  well  expressed  in  one  of  the  Orphic  fragments  preserved  b/ 

Clemens,  (c)  IQumv  Kpahn;  vospov  xuro;. 

In  the  sublime  but  often  fanciful  theology,  or  as  I  would  rather 
term  it,  the  Tht^nomjf  exhibited  in  the  Timaeus  of  Plato,  and  more 
fully  in  the  commentary  of  Proclua,  his  animated  rival,  we  read  of 
the  £yxocrpuoi  0£oi,  or  superintending  mundane  deities.  I  would 
not  insist  upon  the  imaginary  visions  of  any  man,  however  great; 
but  in  the  way  of  adaftathft^  they  have  often  a  force  and  analogy^ 
which  is  neither  unpleasing  nor  unfruitful.  I  am  sure  the  pre- 
sent modern  philosophical  writers,  such  as  Condorcet  and  bis 
mongrel  disciples  in  England,  Goiiwin  and  others,  have  hq 
pretensions  to  the  reverence  of  mankind,  as  mundane  deities. 
Their  aim  is  not  to  exalt  the  soul  of  man,  but  to  depress  and 
degrade  it  to  the  beast,  or  in  Sir  Thomas  More's  iadignaat 
language,  *'  ad  pecuini  corpusculi  vilitatem."  (i/) 

It  is  remarkable  that  Sir  Thomas  More,  in  his  Republic  of 
Utopia,  declared  that  a  person  who  entertained  and  professed 
such  sentiments  as  the  modern  philosophy  holds  forth  and 
inculcates,  was  not  worthy  to  be  numbered  among  rational  men» 
much  less  to  be  enrolled  among  the  Citizens.  His  reason  was 
this ;  that  a  contempt  of  all  laws  and  of  all  institutions  was  a 
necessary  consequence  of  such  opinions,  when  uncontrolled. 
His    words   are  remarkable:    ^*  Ilium  ne  hominum  quidem 

F  f  4  ducunt 

■  ...■■■III  ■  I        M    I       I  I      ^^M^l^^— ^-i^— ^M— ^— — — ^— 

(r)  Clement.  Alexandria  L.  5.  p.  443.  £d.  Lngd.Bat.  x6l6, 
(^0  Mori  Utopia,  L.  a. 
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Still  be  your  knowledge  tcmp'rate  and  {c)  discreet. 

Though 

ducunt  numerOy    Santum  alest  vt  inter  Civts  fomamtt  quorom 
instituta  morr<;que,  //  pgr  metum  lictat^  rmnes  floccifacturos  sit"* 
Now  we  hai^e  lived  to  see,  that/^«r  has  not  restrained  sucbCitU 
Ktms  as  Mr.  Godwin  and  ethos ;  and  they  have  accordio^j 
vilified^  set  at  nought,  and  held  oat  to  contempt  the  laws,  the 
religion,  the  manners,  and  the  institutions  of  their  coantrj, 
which  defends  and  protects  them,  in  conformity  to  the  opinien 
of  Sir  Thomas  More.    Such  Citizens  maintain  the  doctrines  of 
dissolution,  not  of  compact ;  and  we  see  the  frame  and  body 
of  Society  dropping  into  pieces  member  after  member,  when  the 
principle-  of   continuity    is    withdrawn.      ^  Nigidiam  Tidi; 
Cratippum  cognovi.'*t 

Men  of  the  greatebt  minds  and  of  the  widest  intellectual  view 
have,  perhaps  too  frequently,  indulged  themselves  in  forming 
Utopian  Republics,  an^  have  often  unadvisedly  dwelt  too  mach 
upon  the  unavoidable  evils  of  Society.    Such  pure  spirits  are 
naturally  ofiended  with  every  species  of  evil.    But  when  such 
men,  as  Sir  Thomas  More,  suffier  their  minds  to  be  ammui  (I 
fear  it  is  but  an  amusement  at  best)  with  speculative  or  imaginary 
political  excellence,  or  rather  with  thedreanis  of  perfection,  how 
different  are  their/r/ffr/}ft/f/,  and  the  result  of  their  thoughts,  from 
those  of  sciolists  and  sophists.     We  all  regret  the  loss  of  tha 
Republic,  which  the  genius  of  Cicero  had  constructed.    There 
are  indeed  a  few  noble  fragments  of  the  building,  preserved  by 
Lactantius,  Macrobius,  and  Augustine  ;  though  the  plan  of  the 
entire  edifice  by  the  hand  of  that  consummate  practical  States- 
man and  experienced  Philosopher,  cannot  be  traced  from  the 

remains. 

P  ■  I  ,  ■  ■  p     M^^M^^ 

*  Moii  Utopia,  Lib.  2.  p.  234.  £d.  Glasg.  1750. 
f  Cicerd  in  Timaeo^  Fragm.  de  Univenitate,  Sect,  u 


[    457    ] 

•Ugh  not  as  Jones  sublime,  as  Bryant  great ;  710 

^  With 

ns.  I  believe  he  would  have  corrected  mtny  of  theerron 
ito. 

t  it  is  not  without  it*s  use  to  compare,  (if  we  have  leisure, 
s  far  as  we  may  compare  them)  the  work  of  the  sublimesc 
len  Philosopher  with  that  of  the  Christian  Statesman  Sir 
las  More.  I  speak  upon  the  wholoi  for  I  am  sensible 
cir  errors,  particularly  in   the  Athenian;   yet  when  we 

of  Plato,  we  must  not  forget  the  state  of  the  Heathea 
antecedent  to  Christianity •      Bat    nevertheless,    these 

men    proceeded  upon  the  true  dignity  of  the  humaa 

when  undebased  by  vice ;  and  bottomed  their  opinions 
the  most  solid  science*  Their  views  were  large,  com* 
nsive,  connected ;  they  knew  the  nature  and  the  state 
m  ;  and  they  saw  what  it  would  admit,  and  what  it  would 
ear.  When  they  proposed  some  amendment,  or  some 
ition  which  did  not  den  exist,  it  was  io  the  way  of 
»tion,  and  not  of  dogmatical  imposition.  They  never 
1  through  the  state,  with  the  sword  and  the  scythe  in  their 
What  they  saw,  was  with  the  eye  of  a  welUinstructed 

long  prepared  by  study  and  exercised  in  discernmetit. 

!£e  persons,  in  their  generations,  were  indeed  among'the 

ntending  mundane  deities  of  their  cuuntry.     Not  so  the 

n  Directors  of  human  afFairs ;  though  they  aspire  to  be 

bt,  and  to  act,  as  the  gods  of  this  nether  world.     They 

sit  with  the  thunderbolt  in  their  h^nds,  and  the  storms 

their  feet;  yet  even  Mythology  cohdemns  them,  and 

to  her  Salmoneus.     But  we  5tand   not  on  the  ground  of 

for  what  is  the  most  extended  and  ihe  most  desolating  power 

ant  and  of  ramjpaat  wickedness  oa  the  earth,  for  a  few 

days 
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With  humble  step  explore  the  dubious  way, 

TiU 

days  or  a  few  years,  before  Him  **  who  (for  bis  own  inscrutable 
**  purposes)  putteth  down  and  setteth  up,  and  alone  rulbt^ 
••  in  the  kingdoms  of  men  !** 

The  consideration  of  these  modern  philosophers  offers  aho 
the  strongest  argument  for  the  vigorous  and  unremitting  pro- 
f  edition  of  %veU  directed  iXxn^y^  in  all  the  public  seats  of  education 
in  these  kingdoms.  Plato  declared,*  that  one  of  the  causes  of 
atbeism  is,  ^  a  feitain  ignorance  very  grievous^  wbick 
notwithstanding  has  the  appearance  of  the  greatest  wtsdom/'  (d) 
This  apparent  wi&dom  must  be  combated  and  overtbrowa 
by  reason  and  erudition ;  the  fallacy  must  be  pointed  out,  and 
the  effect  and  end,  when  perfected,  &hewn  to  be  dbath  mond, 
mental,  and  political. 

These  modern /ihiloso/ihers  and  politicians,  sometimes  tell  yt  sneer- 
ing, and  in  scorn,that  the  code  of  Christians  isthecodeof^^£f/f.« 
and  they  have  attempted  to  shew  this  more  than  once.  Bnt  surely 
we  may  ask  ;  What  is  the  nature  of  the  equality  held  forth  ia 
the  Christian  Scriptures  ?  Is  it  not  the  eqaality  of  the  creatures 
before  the  Creator?  the  equality  of  men  before  God,  and 
pot  before  each  other?  They  every  where  speak  of  the  political 
distinctions  and  ranks  in  society.  They  ordain  tribute  to  h% 
paid  to  whon}  tribute  is  due  ;  custom  to  whom  caitom,  honour 
to  whom  honour;  and  they  describe  all  lavrfwd  power^  as 
derived  from  God.  The  great  Founder  of  it  himself  acknow« 
ledged  the  image  and  superscription  of  Caesar :  his  Apostles  de<« 
dared  the  gradations  of  power,  delegated  by  authority  ;  and  they 

inculcate 

(d)    Af^x^ix  fxaXa,    yfiO^sim  loxmra  iivau  ^yi^m   fpcimw^ 
Plato  de  Leg.  L.  10. 


I    459    1 

Till  Reason's  beams  dissolve  in  perfect  day. 

Prepared 

inculcate  submission  to  the  ordinances  of  man,  for  the  Lord's 
sake;  to  the  King^  as  Supreme;  to  Governors  and  Magistrates, 
as  unto  them  who  are  sent  by  him.  Is  this  the  political  eqaalit^ 
of  the  boasted  deliverers  or  oppressors  of  the  world?  How 
long  shall  wtsuferiht  tyrant,  the  blasphemer^  the  disorganizing 
Sophist,  to  triumph  and  to  deceifue  us? 

When  indeed  the  modern  systems  are  delineated,  and  the 
chart  of  the  opinions  and  doctrines  laid  out  id  departments,  I 
would  again  ask.  What  is  the  Picture?  What  are  the  objects? 
Are  the  things  recommended  and  enforced,  either  true,  or 
honest,  or  just,  or  pure,  or  lovely,  or  of  good  report?  Is  there 
any  thing  to  be  found  and  felt,  but  insolent  domination, 
sanguinary  and  unrelenting  ordinances,  and  the  tyrannical 
suppression  and  overthrow  of  every  existing  institution? 
Throughout  the  whole  of  their  systems,  Is  there  any  virtue, 
or  any  praise,  or  any  motive,  which  the  good  can  approve,  and 
the  wise  ratify?" 

In  this  present  time  we  must  never  for  a  moment  forget,  that 
THE  OBJBCT    OF   FraNCB,  yrcOT  her  first   Revolution^    has  BBEif 

AND'  IS    TO    CHANGS     THE    GOVERNMENT     IN     EV^RT    StaTE 

IM  Europe,  and  in  every  other  part  of  the  world  which  she  ca» 
fervade^  or  influence. 

Wide  o'er  the  trembling  nations  from  afar. 
See  Gallia  breathes  the  living  cloud  of  war ; 
And  where  the  deluge  bursts  with  sweepy  sway. 
Their  arms,  their  kings,  their  gods  are  roli*d  away! 

Look  in  Germany,  in  Belgium,  in  Italy,  in  Switzerland,  in 
Spain,  in  Bgypt,  in  the  isles  of  the  Eastern  or  of  the  Western 
Arphipelago;  cast  your  vievr,  broad  and  unrestrained,  from  the 

dominions 
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PrcparM  to  prove  (/)  in  Senate,  or  the  Hall, 

That 

dominions  of  the  Porte  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  or  the 
Missi&ippi,  not  a  stare,  not  a  fortress,  not  a  work,  n6t  a  fragment 
of  nature  or  of  art,  not  a  cliff,  not  a  torrent,  not  a  precipicei 
but  has  felt  the  shock  and  impulse  of  revolutionary  terror, 
j§byisui  afyssum  i/ivocat  f  One  deep  has  called  upon  anotber« 
the  winds  have  blown  the  signal  of  encounter,  and  the  cataract^ 
are  roaring  and  conflicting;  t>r  in  the  resounding  language  of 
the  poet  of  Panopoiis,  * 

BpovTJtiTj  GapviuTTQs  fioo/xfesv  oyiQ^o^  fiy^oj} 

I  must  claim  excuse  and  indulgence  for  my  expressions,  if 
fpdc((l  it  can  be  required  at  an  hour  like  the  present.  My 
mind  is  either  borne  diuvn,  or  hurried  away  with  the  terrors  of 
impending  desolation,  the  overthrow,  or  the  confusion  of  fixed, 
regulated,  enablished  government.  My  sensations  are  solitary ; 
but  they  are  deep.    Triv  '^ir/TiV  /x.m  3^joxc'>^^<  Po/x^dri«. 

I  have  indeed  the  consolation  of  affectionate  anA  honourable 
friendship,  and  I  am  not  without  the  approval  of  a  few  who 
are  wise  ^nd  good :  but  I  cannot  say,  that  **  in  my  life  time 
I  have  had  too  much  of  noise  and  compliment.f**  I  have 
risen  in  silence ;  and  in  peace  and  privacy  it  is  my  desire  to  set. 

and 

*  Nonnus  Dionys.  Lib.  41.  v.  84.  p.  1059.  Edit.  Hanov.  i6ia 

t  An  expression  in  the  affecting  Will  of  theRt.  H.  Edmond 

Burke.     What   declaration,  what  testimony^  what  experience 

will  convince  us  of  the  **  Vera  bona,  atque  iliis  multum  diveisa^ 

rerocta  erroris  nebula  ?" 
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That  states  by  learning  rise,  by  learning  fall ; 

Serene 

and  lo  depart.  Bat  can  any  of  us  tee  what  we  hare  seen^ 
and  not  labour  to  avert  it  from  our  own  country  ?  If  t 
could  conceive  a  man  of  less  political  significance  than 
9iyselfy  (not  from  my  endeavours,  but  from  my  situation,)  I 
would  call  even  on  him  for  assistance.  But  1  would  also  add 
still  more  fervently,  that  if  all  and  each  of  us,  who  /cei  the 
time,  and  the  power  of  these  days  of  darkness  and  of  desolating 
tyranny,  can  ly  persuaded  in  the  spirit  of  seriousness  and  of 
temperate  national  piety,  **  to  offer  up  prayers  and  supplications, 
with  strong  cries  unto  Him,  who  is  yet  able  to  save  us 
raoM  DEATH ;"  who  knows,  but  that  *'  We  may  yet  be 
keard,  in  that  we  have  feared  ?" 

Tii  ohject^  the  undiverted  object  of  France  is  THE  OVBRTHEOW 
OF  England!  Nos  Nostraqpb,  the  form  of  our  govemuient^ 
the  fundamental  lawsj  and  the  firincifiles  by  which  firo/urty  is  acknow^ 
lidged,  and  iKcvt ED 0  These  have  been  attacked  by  assault, 
by  storm*  by  breach,  by  sedition,  by  the  arms  of  ribaldry,  of 
obscenity,  of  blasphemy.  At  one  time  they  open  upon  ns  the 
floodgates  of  treason  and  madness,  at  another  they  sap  the 
foundation  by  a  circuitous  stream  winding  and  working 
unperceived.  We  appeai  to  facts  and  actions,  not  to  promises 
and  declarations.  They  hnow  that  a  Revolution  can  alone  be  ' 
effected  by  the  process,  intrigues,  and  czhzU  of  political  Reformers^ 
there  is  no  other  mode.    I  speak  not  of  conquest  by  war* 

A  State  may  prove  bankrupt ;   but  I  would  inculcate  one 
truth  with  peculiar  earnestness,  namely  that^  a  revolution  it 

KOT   THE  NECESSARY  CONSE(^?ENCE  OF  BANKKUPTCY.    I  VteW 

with  fear  the  finances  of  Great  Biitain,  but  not  without  a 

ntional 
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Scren^,  not  senseless,  through  the  awful  stonil, 

h 

rational  hope  of  final,  though  tardj  restoration.  *    The  prcw 
posal  of   Reform  it   my  specific    apprehension.      1  would 

strcnoousljr 

*  In  the  year  1740,  Lord  Bolingbroke  wrote  to  Str  W. 
Wyndham  on  the  state  of  public  affairs^  during  iAs  Secisnm 
from  Parliaments 

**  The  British  Constitution  of  Gorernment  is  at  a  grbat 
CRISIS,  which  must  turn  either  to  life  er  dtath*  The  disease caiH 
not  be  long  borne.  God  knows  whether  the  remedies  caa." 
Coxe*s  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Waipole.  Correspondence, 
vol.  3.  p.  351.  Fifty  eight  rears  have  passed  since  this  was 
written.  The  state  of  the  National  Debt  at  that  period,  tnd 
the  danger  of  Jacobhism^  may  be  compared  with  the  burthen 
of  the  present  time,  and  the  horrors  of  French  Jacohimm. 
The  present  Seceders  from  Parliament  will  do  well  to  consider 
their  predecestort  in  this  ridiculous,  or  rather  wicked,  Khetne. 
Boiingbroke,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  Sir  W.  Wyndham,  says; 
**  The  Jacobite  party  iii  Britain  is  an  wt-organixed  lump  of  inert 
**  matter,  without  a  principle  of  iife  $r  actim  in  it,  capable  of 
^  mobility  perhaps,  but  more  capable  of  di*ui ability,  and  utterly 
*•  void  of  sjiorttuneous  motion.'*  • 

If  it  were  possible  to  describe  a  party  by  it's  opposite 
qualities »  how  curious  and  fearful  is  it  to  contrast  the  Jacobite 
Party  with  the  modern  French  Jacobin  Factionin  Great  Britain. 
Whatever  be  it's  size  or  dimensions,  it  is  nothing  but  wrggni' 
xation^  quick  matter^  life  and  action,  immobility  in /irincifle^  fttU^ 
i^ontaneous  motion,  one  and  indivisible* 

Sic  furiis  Caci  mens  effera ;  nee  quid  inausum 
Aut  intractatum  scelerisve  dolive  I 

*  Coxe's  Memoirs.  Vol.  3.  p*  SS$* 
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In  principle  sedate,  to  shun  Reform ; 

To 

Strenuously  resist  all  the  proposers  of  Reform ;  Mr.  Pitt 
formerlfy  and  Mr.  Grey  at  present.  I  confess  I  never  could 
understand  the  great  Lord  Chatham's  celebrated  expression  of 
'*  infusing  a  portion  of  new  health  into  the  constitution,  to 
enable  it  to  bear^  it*s  infirmities."  Junius  (in  his  very  last 
ktter)  calls  it  **  brilliant  and  full  of  intrinsic  wisdom.**  For 
my  own  part,  I  think  it  is  but  false  glitter,  and  full  of  intrinsic 
nonsense,  when  applied  politically.  It  is  the  mere  rage  of 
metaphor :  it  is  to  call  the  mind  a  sheet  of  white  paper,  till 
at  last  we  are  brought  to  think  the  resemblance  to  be  the  verj 
thing  signified.  The  use  of  metaphor  is  to  illustrate,  not  to 
prove. 

Government,  take  it  in  any  of  it's  complex  forms,  can 
be  carried  on  but  in  three  ways :  by  unsullied  principle  and 
undefiating  virtue  in  the  Governors,  and  perhaps  in  the 
people;  by  force  and  terror;  or  by  mitigated  law  .and  influ- 
ence. Who  does  dot  wish  for  the  first  ?  Who  expects  to  sec 
it  ?  In  states  highly  civilized,  the  mixed  mode  of  law  and 
influence  on  the  minds  of  free  agents  appears  to  me  the  only 
mode  in  which  tranquillity,  security,  and  general  happiness 
can  be  tolerably  preserved,  with  the  allowance  of  human  frailry, 
I  detest  corruption,  open  or  secret,  as  much  as  any  man.  But 
when  I  see  an  assembly  formed  on  any  principles  however 
sublime,  or  deep,  or  disinterested,  I  remember  it  is  formed  of 
men.  Menander  <aid  long  ago ;  AvQqcuTro^ !  iKawi  wpo^aoif. 
It  is  man  ;  his  name  explains  the  rest. 

I  never  will  consent  to  think,  that  Government  is  a  matter 
of  perpetual  experiment.  I  would  graft  new  regulations  upon 
the  old  principles  by  a  very  gradual  removal  of  what  is  absurd, 

obsolete^ 


•  t    4^4    ] 

To  mark  man's  intellect,  it's  strength  and  bound,  . 

Nor 

obsolete,  use]ess,or  it  an  acknowledged  iactunbraiice.  It  was  the 
boast  of  Citizen  Lord  Stanhope,  that  hewould  teach  the  Jndget 
law,  and  the  Bishops  religion.   I  have  no  such  ambition :  bat  at  * 
present  I  would  recommend  to  Charles  Abbott,  Esq.  M.  P.  the 
new  Digester  of  our  Laws,  not  to  be  too  subtle  in  the  procesf« 
Mr.  Abbott  is  a  gentleman  of  learning,  virtue,  ability,  and 
upright  conduct ;  but  in  such  a  cause  the  best  among  us  must 
be  warned  of  the  danger  of  experiment.  *0  juupof  o^$,  ii  icufm 
•f  oAe^,  said  the  Father  of  Physic  in  the  depth  of  his  ipho* 
rismic  wisdom ;  but  surely  caution  is  not  timidity.    It  is  not 
every  political  chemist  who  can  throw  off  into   his  work  the 
spirit  of  legislation,  unmingled  with  the  grosser  dregs  andfecu* 
knee  of  the^ass. 

Let  us  fwwj  and  at  all  times,  be  vigilant  with  determinate 
courage.  We  know,  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt, 
nKhat  freedom,  'tvhat  equality  of  fiower  among  the  cUhtn^ 
what  fraternity,  what  comfort,  what  happiness,  and  what 
security  France  has  offered  and  given  to  a.l  countries,  which 
have  either  bowed' voluntarily,  or  have  been  subjected,  to  her 
tyranny. 

Take  Cicero's  expressions.  As  to  themselves ;  \*  Licet,  quod 
videtur,  publicum  judicare;  quod  judicaverint,  vendere.** 
As  to  other  nations,  friend  or  foe;  **  Perspici  non  potest, 
iitrum  severitas  acerbior,  an  benignitas  qaaestuosior  sit.'*  Such 
are  the  words  in  thSit  elaborate  and  consummate  Oration  by 
Cicero  on  the  Agrarian  Law,  which  every  man  would  do  well 
to  read  and  consider  in  the  original,  or  in  a  traoslaUon ;  for  ft 
is  peculiarly  pertinent  to  the  present  time. 


J 


[46s     ] 
Nor  deem  stability  on  change  to  found ; 


To 


When  Demosthenes  raised  his  mighty  voice  against  a  decree 
proposed  by  Arlstocrates,  he  bespoke  the  attention  of  his 
audience  as  tq  a  private  man,  who  had  neither  part  in  the 
administration  of  the  state,  nor  influence  from  his  connections. 
He  bespoke  their  favour  on  this  ground ;  for  he  thought  the 
interest  of  Athens  was  alone  a  sufficient  plea.  EirEiSav  8^^ 
ra;v  inoy^nvrojy  vfMiSf  uie  rant  veiroKi'nviJievcjv  xai  TKrreuofjL^vat't 
Tcaq  Cfjiiv  ft/y,  vp«7/xa  rviXMsrov  (pnfjui  SEi^eiv  Trsvpoeyfxevoif,  * 
For  my  own  part  ivithout  arty  other  pre  tensions  ^  political  or  literary, 
than  the  love  I  feel  to  my  country,  her  laws,  her  religion,  her 
ordinances,  and  her  government,  and  the  labour  I  have  exerted 
to  understand  and  to  preserve  them,  I  would  earnestly  and 
affectionately  remind  my  Countrymen  in  this  perilous  and 
pressing  hour,  of  the  eloquent  words  of  Demonax  as  they  are 
recorded  by  Lucian ;  **  Constitutions  and  doctrines  like  these  you 
«*  •»///  nevir  decree^  till  you  have  first  removed  or  overthrown  the 
«•  ALTAR  OF  MERCY  l"^  The  words  of  the  original  are  full 
of  dignity:  Mil  TCporepov^  m  AOiovawi,  ^ifKrt<r6s^  av  fjt,n  ru 
EAEOT  Tov  f cy/xov  xaOfiXriTE.  t     (1797O 

(g)  A  celebrated  saying  of  the  famous  Mirabeau,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  French  revolution. 

1  would,  in  this  concluding  note,  observe  with  great  earnest- 
ness and  affection  to  my  Country,  that  in  all  the  departments 
of  society,  government,  religion,  or  literature,  the  French 
have  at  all  times  maintained  onb  unvarying  systsm  op 
DBCEPTioN,  when  under  the  ancient  monarchy,  or  now  imder 

G  g  •  tha 

*  Kar«  ApKSToxpxrw.  Demosth.  Ed.  Gr.  Benen.  1370.  p.  403. 
f  Lucian.  Demonax.  p.  SS^*  Ed.Foh  Bourdelotti. 


[    466    ] 
To  feel  with  Mirabcau,  that  "  Words  are  Things/*  (^} 

While 

the  iron,  unrelenting  tyranny  of  their  new  republic.  Their 
manner  of  reai>oning  is  and  always  has  been  sophistical ;  we 
are  in  perpetual  danger  of  being  milled  by  the  appearance  of 
reason  ;  and  we  have  always  ground  for  distrust.  Take  a 
specimen  from  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  instances. 

Many  years  ago,  in  a  collection  entitled,  **  Lcttres  Histo- 
riques  et  Politiques,"  a  French  Statesman  used  these  words  to 
Mr.  D'Alcmbert.  *'  Je  ne  veux  point  admettre  dans  Ics  arrets 
**  dc  Conseil  tin  vrai  trivial^  une  clarte  tfofi  /amttUre,  Je  veux 
*'  UM  vrai  tie  recherche^  une  clarte  elegante,  une  naivete  fine, 
**  toute  brillante  de  termes  pompeux,  releves  inopinementde 
•*  phrases  arrondies,  de  vocacifs  intermediaires  ct  d'adverbcs 
•'  indefinis.^^*  Nothing  can  be  more  characteristic  of  French 
Statesmen.  Let  them  at  first  be  sufTiciently  unintilUgihle^  have 
their  vocatjfs  intermediaires  and  their  admerbei  imdefinis^  and  the 
business  is  done.  They  have  language  without  meaning,  phrases 
to  blind  the  people,  and  ideas  to  delude  them;  but  when  the 
scheme  is  accomplished,  and  luhen  they  ohiain  the  jBifxer^  their 
language  becomes  perfectly  intelligible. 

Next  take  an  instance  in  literature.  Men  of  learning  have 
always  had  a  proper  value  for  the  Greek  language,  for  reasons 
too  obvious  for  me  to  state.  In  general  the  French  are  ignorant 
of  it.  Indeed  Mr.  Camus  (the  Deputy)  some  time  ago  published 
an  edition  of  Aristotle  fy  Hm  Xum^  moderate  enough  as  I 

thought 

*  *  Lett.  Hist,  ct  Polit.  VoL  4.  p.  176. 

t  I  know  not  whether  the  French  have  been  taught  by  the 
Citizen  Commentator  Camus  to  have  recourse  to  the  raetaphy- 
tics  of  Ariuotlci  when  he  declares  that  **  Equality  is  really 

Saoienessi'' 


i 


t    467    ] 

While  in  Delusion's  car  their  magic  rings, 

Through 

thought  from  a  slight  inspection.  Bat  in  general  the  French 
Philosophers,  who  by  their  works  prepared  the  R^evolution, 
are  perpetually  despising  or  ridiculing  the  Greek  language.  I 
only  speak  of  their  maimer  of  effecting  their  purpose.  One  of 
the  acutest,  most  dangerous,  and  most  insidious  of  them  all, 

Mr. 
— P- 

Sameness,'*  or  as  the  Stagy  rite  himself  expresses  it/H  lerorw;. 
'EvoTJOf.*  The  French  Commentators  never  vary  in  their 
sense.  With  his  *•  Magna  Moralia/*  indeed  they  have  ndthing  to 
do ;  but  they  seem  marvellously  to  agree  with  him  respecting  the 
dignity  and  priority  of  the  science  and  practice  rf  (theik) 
Politics^  in  every  state  of  Europe.  'H  HoKixim  xu^wrxm  xcii 
mpy/rexToyiKti,  Tivas  yap  sivai  XP^^^  "^"^^  BfrKTrnfjuofv  ev  raiz 
rioXetri,  kat  Tsoias  lxa(rrHs  lAavQaykiVt  )can  /xexP'  fivof,  *ATTH 
AI  ATA£2£I !  I  am  grieved  to  add  the  words  which  follow : 
CypcofXeV  ras  iyrifxoriXraf  ratv  ^uyctfjLean  'TOO  TATTHN 
OYZAS !  +  I  cannot  also  help  observing,  that  mutatis 
mutandis,  the  letter  of  a  modern  Fnfjch  General  to  any  State 
resembles  one  from  a  Grecian  Courtezan,  in  Alciphron's  col- 
lection. The  fraternal  and  meretricious  demand  are  not  much 
unlike.  Philumcna  says  to  Crito,  *'  Why  do  you  trouble  your- 
"  self  to  write  so  often  ?  I  want  Fi/tj  (or  fifty  millionj  pieces 
**  OF  Gold;  I  do  not  want  letters!  Ifyou  love  nify  give  mb 
«  MONRY  !  Farewell.  (Health  and /r^/«ff//y/'V  The  Greek 
is  more  emphatic :  rTsvTTOJtovTa  '/jpvcbtv  oci,  nan  ypXfMfxaruy  « 
hi.    £1  ME  <DIAEI2  AOi:'X    (^79^-) 

*Arist.  Metaphys.L.  10.  C.3.  f  Arist.  Ethic.Nichom.L.  i.C.z. 

X  Akiphrom  Lib.  i.  £p.  40.^£dit.  Berg!eri  lyQi*  p-  61. 

Gga 
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Through  states,  or  armies,  in  the  camp,  or  street. 

And 

Mr,  D' Alcmbcrt,  has  these  words,  •*  Ah^  si  nwus  savim  It  Grtc  f 
Ccux  qui  s^avent,  9M  croicnt  savoir^  THcbreu,  VArahe^  Ic  Sjrimque^ 
le  Co/thte^  cu  le  Copte  (as  if  he  cared  how  it  ^as  pronounced)  le 
Persan^  ou  le  Chinois^  pensent  et  parlent  de  mimty  et  far  les  memes 
rahons.*  *  We  sec,  that  the  Frenci  Philosopher  by  ev/tfimuih^ 
the  Arabic^  Coptic^  Syriac^  and  Chinese  with  the  Greei^  insinuates 
that  there  is  an  equal  use  in  them  all,  that  is,  to  the  generalt^ 
of  scholars  and  to  the  world  at  large,  iittk  §r  n$  use  at  all.  This 
does  not  m^it  any  answer;  but  we  see  the  nature  of  a Fttnci 
PhiJoso/iher*s  Jirorf^  and  the  manner  of  his  argument.  In  short,  he 
either  knows  etery  thing,  or  there  is  no  manner  of  use  at  all 
in  any  thing  which  he  does  not  know. 

I  think  from  continued  observation,  I  understand  the  nature 
of  these  men.  Their  literature,  their  politicS|  and  their  philosophy, 
all  terminate  in  the  same  point.  *'  Croyez  Moi,'*  are  the  words, 
whether  they  speak  to  an  individual,  or  to  the  nations  of  the 
universe. 

Now  since  the  Revolution,  /rem  reasoning  they  have  betaken 
themselves  to  single  words.  Deception  still.  Mirabeau  said  true, 
*<  Words  are  things.''  I  cannot  help  observing  that  the  Athe- 
nians (whose  government  was  popular  and  consequent^  t^mnuical, 
and  manured  with  the  blood  of  her  own  citixens)  had  a 
custom  of  softening  the  appellations  of  things,  which  naturally 
conveyed  an  idea  of  terror.  This  may  be  found  in  a  most 
curious  extract,  preserved  by  the  very  learned  Photius,  from  the 
4th  book  of  the  Chestomathia  of  Helladius  Bssantinous; 

the 

*  D'Alembert  Melanges  de  Literature  et  de  Fhilosophie. 
yol.  5.  p.  526* 
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And  now  a  School  revolts,  and  now  a  Fleet, 

Go, 

the  words  arc  these.  "  To  yi/n  ivo-^yix  Xsyciv  7ra<n  tok  Ha- 
**  >jouo^s  ^^tyris  lov,  iJuxXi<rr»  Jg  roiq  A9iqv«io*j'  J*o  x^ri  to  Afcr- 
**  iJwmpioVf  Oix7]/x«  ExaXuv,  xai  tov  Ar^fALov  Koivov,  ras  is 
«♦  Ep*wi/af,  (TcfAvxs  Qsxs'  xtX."*  In  the  same  manner  the 
French  apply  the  terms,  Equality^  Liberty^  FraUrnity^  and 
similar  words,  for  Tyranny,  Desolation,  Oppression,  and 
Plunder.  This  is  well  understood.  It  would  be  presumption 
to  enlarge  on  this  subject  to  a  kingdom  so  enlightened,  so 
dignified,  and  I  may  add,  s&  prepared  as  Great  Britain. 

We  have  every  thing  to  lose:  for  we  have  under  our  own  form 
of  government,  comfort,  protection,  honour,  security,  and 
happiness.  The  price  of  preserving  them  is  indeed  great,- very 
great;  but  the-  price  of  anarchy,  reform,  and  incxtricahle 
confusion^  would  be  greater  beyond  all  calculation.  We  have 
a  foe  povierful,  and  perhaps  unrelenting  ;  yet  all  States  yield  at 
last  to  circumstances;  and  policy  may  grant  what  affection 
might  refuse. 

The  most  ardent  wish  of  my  heart  is  a  secure  Peace, 
after  a  war  for  ever  to  be  deplored,  bloody,  fatal,  and  expensive 
beyond  all  example;  but  which  I  always  believed,  and  still 
believe,  to  have  been  inevitable.  W^  have  stiil  many  and 
great  resources ;  but  the  times  never  called  with  so  loud  and 
so  commanding  a  voice  for  wisdom,  dibcernment,and  integrity, 
for  temperate,  timely,  and  gradual  concession  with  dignity  and 
security,  and  for  an  oeconomy  rigid  and  undeviating,  on  tht 
parts  of  our  governors.  The  times  call  equally  for  obedience, 
systematic  acquiescence  under  temporary  pressure,  alacrity  \n 
defence,  and  vigilance*  and  loyalty,  and  steadiness,  i»  all  the 
subjects  in  this  land.    We  have  no  need  of  the  Roman  Armilus- 

G  g  3  trium ; 

»■'  '         I  ■  ■  '» 

*  Photii  Bibliothec.  Sect.  279.  p.  1593.  £d.  1653. 
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Go,  warn  in  solemn  accents,  bold  and  brief. 


The 


trium ;  our  arm?  are  purified  already.  Our  Soldiers  are  loyal 
and  honourable,  and  without  spot:  they  have  been  weighed 
in  the  balance  and  found  perfect.  I  trust  also  that  our  naval 
£ag  will  never  again  wave  but  in  defiance  /•  wr  enemies*    We 

AHE  NOT  L08T»  IF  WE  CONTINUE  FIRlf* 

I  see  the  ancient  marks  of  our  country  in  .every  loyal  conn* 
tenance.  I  would  give  life  to  every  one  who  thinks,  and  who 
loves  our  great  kingdom  and  it's  constitution.  Ii^  times  of 
national  distress  Poets  have  sometimes  found  means  to  invigorate 
the  public  mind,  and  confirm  it*s  stability.  I  speak  indeed  of 
the  days  of  old,  *'  the  image  of  our  antique  world  :'*  but  now, 
when  the  Temple,  and  the  Citadel,  the  worship,  and  the  strength, 
and  the  constitution  of  our  forefathers  are  to  be  venerated  and 
defended^  it  is  happy  that  we  can  trace  and  find  these  powers, 
each  in  their  order.  We  may  be  reminded  of  all  that  wa^ 
depicted  in  the  fabled  palace,  where  the  deities  once  assembled 
in  full  consistory : 

Signa  taipen,  Divumque  tori,  et  quern  quisoue  sacrarat 

Accubitu  genioque,  locps  monstrantur !  * 

But  I  fable  not:  we  have  not  the  images,  but  the  very  things 
before  us  ;  and  the  words  of  poetry  arjc  set  off  by  the  superior 
force  of  truth. 

We  fnust  remember  that  all  the  leagues  of  French  Faction 
and  their  leaders,  in  England  or  in  any  country,  never  relent. 
They  know  not  the  meaning  of  the  term.  There  it  as  much 
mercy  in  them,  to  use  the  phrase  of  Shakspeare,  as  there  is  milk 
in  a  male  tiger.  In  all  their  combinations,  their  plots,  their 
proscriptions,  and  their  grand  miasure^^  all  they  have  done,  or 
proposed  to  do,  is  to  lay  their  country  bound  in  chains  of  ser^ 

vitadfi 

*  Sutius  Achill.  L.  I. 
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The  slumbering  Minister,  or  factious  Chief; 

Mourn 

vitudc,  at  the  ffeet  of  a  French  Directory.  Bat  Liberty  is  their 
word,  and  the  diffusion  of  general  happiness.  How  is  this  to  be 
effected  ?  Cicero  might  start  up  in  the  Senate,  and  reply ;  •*  Com 
ferro,  cum  mety,  cum  privilegio,  cum  praesentibus  copiii  per- 
^itororn,  et  minis,  et  nefario  faedere,  servitute  oppressam  Civl- 
tatem  tenerent.  Libertatis  signum  posuerunt  magts  ad  ludibrium 
impudentia?,  qoam  ad  simulationem  Religionis.''  {a) 

All  this  is  so  :  but  if  th^y  are  called  upon  to  retract,  or  to 
declare  theirfull  purpose,  or  to  render  their  reasons  to  their  country, 
they  give  us  manifestos,  and  Jiclarations  from  their  clubs.  They 
tell  us  of  corruption,  and  reform,  and  all  the  sophisms  of 
anarchy  and  revolution.  So  thundered  the  Orator  of  Athens 
against  such  men :  Avrt  t«  awrcJavai,  (rc^iayi/troL  ivpttTKnai^ 
xai  vxpocypa^tf  xai  vpo^xuEi^^  Trowoporarii  avBpMTrofv  km 
a^ixcoraroi.  (6)  But  Justice  has  her  balance,  and  the  sword 
is  not  borne  in  vain.  '*  ^/  home,  (I  take  the  \Yords  of  Sii;  John 
Finch  in  the  4th  of  Charles  I.)  at  any  rate  Authority  must 

BE     VINDICATED    FROM    COMTEMPT  ;     SINCE     THE      LIFE      OP 

GOVERNMENT  18  REPUTATION.'*  Wc  should  remember, 
that  *'  None  are  so  bold  as  the  factious  in  company,  none  so 
fearful  apart/'  We  may  have  good  hope,  for  we  have  a 
good  cause.  When  perhaps  the  greatest  statesman  and  the 
greatest  orator  that,  ever  headed  an  Opposition,  demands  an 
audience  of  his  Sovereign,  I  would  willingly  sufpote^  that  the 

principle 

{a)  Cicero,  Orat.  pro  Domosua  ad  Pontifices.  Sect.  51. 

(b)  Demosthenes.  Orat.  l\pos  AaxpiT«  irapxy^^ty.  Demosth. 
Ed.  Qr.  Benenati  1570.  p.  546.  Why  will  notour  Statesmen 
itudy  Pemosthenes  ?  Is  he  not  allowed  to  be  the  \tTy  first 
political  Orator  ?  Mr.  Fox  virtually  understands  his  manner  better 
than  any  man  '\h  England ;  but  he  does  not  exert  it  for  the  same 
good  end.    (1797.)  Gg4 
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Tiaras, 

principle  of  his  heart  //  not  JeMotratic:  though  I  think  his  prin- 
dpIcSf  in  general^  are  very  dangerous  at  this  time.  I  would 
hope,  that  we  may  be  redeemed. 

It  ^as  the  boast  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Augustus,  that  he 
found  the  city  of  brick,  and  left  it  uf  marble.  I  trust  we  shall 
not  reverse  this  memorable  saying ;  I  trust  that /i&r/«^/rV  crtMi 
of  the  nation  will  revive,  and  that  in  this  rtspect^  when  speaking 
of  Mr.  PiTTf  it  will  not  be  engraven  with  an  iron  pen,  and  in 
the  rock  of  England  for  evei'^  **  Aunam  invenit;  thartaium 
reliquit;*'  •*  He  found  it  of^o/r/,  he  left  it  of  pafir.*^ 

I  think  I  can  discern  the  firm  establishment  of  lawful  consti- 
tutional power  in  the  plunges  of  meditated  convulsion;  and 
Che  return  of  day  in  the  moment  of  greatest  obscuration.  I 
have  loved  my  country  from  my  earliest  years,  from  a  convic- 
tion of  the  excellence  of  it's  Constitution^  and  of  that  lialanccd 
liberty  it  was  formed  to  maintain.  I  am  grateful  for  the  pro- 
tection and  the  blessings  it  has  afforded,  and  is  yet  mighty  to 
preserve  ;  and  I  will  therefore  join  the  words  and  wishes  of  an 
ancient  Orator  ;  "  Imperium  securum,  domum  tntam,  exercitos 
fortes,  senatum  fidelem,  populum  probuni,  orbem  quietUD| 
quaecunque  et  Hominis  et  Caesaris  vota  sunt,  ea  voveo  omnia 
et  ardentissime  exopto !"  * 

I  am  again f  (much  against  my  will,  and  I  very  sincerely 
apologize  for  repeating  the  subject,) /aa//^  called  upon  to  declare 
with  solemnity,  and  with  that  truth  which  I  have  ever  revered 
and  preserved,  that  this  whole  composition,  verse  and  prose,  is 
the  work  of  one  hand.  In  this  assertion  I  have  no  mental  reser- 
vation ;  for  I  never  wore  the  weeds  of  Dominick,  or  drank  from 
the  cup  of  Loyola.  If  this  declaration  will  not  suffice,  t  shall 
leave  the  sable  birds  of  detraction  to  the  hoarseness  of  their  own 
clamours,  and  to  the  worms  on  which  they  feed.  1  shall  soar 
opward  to  the  source  and  fountain  of  light.  j^ 

•  Tertullian,  Apolog.  C.  3. 
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And 

Ik  U  also  frequently  insiaaated  and  sometimes  boldly  asserted, 
to  be  written  in  conjunction  with  many  learned  and  eloquent 
friends  in  the  groves  and  retreats  of  our  beloved  Academe,  It  U 
true  indeed,  <'  By  the  waters  oi  Cam  I  have  sat  down  and  wept, 
when  I  remembered  thee,  O  Sion!  as  for  my  harp,  I  have 
often  hanged  it  up  among  the  trees  that  are  therein."  I  wished 
to  '*  sing  one  of  the  songs  of  Sion."  But,  as  it  seems,  it  is  an 
honourable  Conspiracy ^  a  Conspiracy  to  vindicate,  to  recommeiid, 
and  to  uphold  the  cause  of  government,  of  Christian  religion,  of 
learning,  and  of  good  manners.  Would  it  were  so!  Such 
united  talents  might  do  their  perfect  work.  I  have  only  to 
lament  the  unworthiness  of  him  who  has  presumed,  without 
assistance  or  co-oporation,  to  undertake  that  office  alone; 

•*  To  intermii  no  nuatcb 
AcAlNST  THE  WAKEFUL  F0£^  and  Wide  abroad, 
through  all  the  coast i  rf  dark  destruction,  seec 

DELlVEaANCE  FOR  US  all!*' 

If  indeed  I  had  either  personal  hope,  or  personal  fear,  in  the 
political  or  in  the  literary  world,  I  think  it  will  be  allowed  that 
I  should  not  have  pablished  this  work.  He  must  reconcile 
contradictions  who  will  dispute  this  assertion  Whom  have  I 
courted?  to  whom'  have  1  bowed?  Arbitrary  power  in  an/ 
shape  is  my  abhorrence.  I  have  walked  in  the  school  of  Locke, 
and  have  passed  through  that  of  Sidney  ;  but  1  nave  in  this  hoar 
of  matnrest  reflection  acknowledged,  approved,  and  aroently  re* 
commended  the  tempered  doctrines  which  uphold  government^ 
and  prevent  confusion. 

In  the  political  matters  of  this  time,  my  suit  and  service  is  not 
rendtrcd  fersonal/j  to  Mr.  Pitt.  Upon  mc  he  cam  have  no  liaim. 
My  service  is  to  my  Country,  and  my  praise  to  the  Minister  of 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain*  My  praise  is  to  him,  who  by  deli* 
berate  and  undaunted  firmness^  with  an  unbienched  dignity,  hy 

commaodirg 
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And  last,  as  through  the  smouldVing  flames  you  tuni. 

Snatch 

commanding  powers  in  speech  and  argument,  and  by  vigoroas 
measures,  though  i^ithout  that  promptitude  of  decision  which 
marked  his  great  Father,  has  preserved  and  supported  (long 
may  he  preserve  and  support  them  !)  the  principle  and  stability 
of  the  British  government  and  constitution.  7be  main  'uma  y 
Gnat  Britain  goes  li'itif  mi  in  this*  Such  I  esteem  Mr.  Pim  ai 
soch  I  honour  him.  jfm  I  bis  entmj?  I  see  his  errors,  and  per- 
haps  his  vices  too,  and  I  lay  no  flattering  unction  to  them.  1 
am  alive  to  all  his  public  virtues,  and  I  would  correct  their 
aberrations,  for  they  are  many. 

As  to  Mr.  Fp7  ;  that  he  has  not  discerned  the  sign^  of  thes^ 
times,  I  will  not  assert ;  but  that  his  imprudence,  his  unbridled 
licence  of  language,  and  his  plunging  desperate  doctrines  in 
times  like  these,  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  have  alienated  the 
mind  of  his  country  from  Him,  that  I  will  maintain.  If  I  were 
to  give  credence  to  all  his  speeches,  which  I  have  either  beard  or 
read,  1  must  declare  them  to  be  the  doctrines  of  a  man  ripe  ^d 
ready  for  atij  revolution.  If  he  is  honest  in  his  opinion,  I  can 
peither  think  nor  propounce  him  honest  to  his  country.  He 
should  not  have  thus  exhibited  himself  in  the  House,  or  on  the 
llustings  Non  hoc  ista  sihi  tempus  spettacuia  pos^t  !  I  pass  Ofcr 
the  primrose  path  of  dalliance  on  St.  Ann*s  Hill ;  thongh  I  would 
fain  cast  a  withering  look  on  the  nocturnal  orgies  of  dicing 
depredation  and  of  patrician  plunder  before  the  walls  of  the 
palace,  in  the  very  face  of  a  vjuuous  and  insulted  Sovekeigv. 
I  can  separate  the  man  from  the  leader  of  opposition ;  I  am 
ready  to  bow,  and  I  do  bow,  to  his  genius,  to  his  political 
eloquence  without  an  equal,  and  to  his  knowledge  various,  deep, 
and  extensive.  His  pleasantry,  his  social  friendly  dis^ition, 
and  the  good  temper  of  his  private  conversation  are  acknowledged. 
But  if  he  lb  ever  to  direct  the  councils  of  this  kingdom,  he  most 

tread 
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tread  back  almost  all  his  steps  :  if  he  turns  to  oun  government^ 
ki  must  bi  born  again. 

Non  hac  cverso  veniens  infcedera  ssbcIo, 

Aut  Tuscum  Tiberioiy  aut  Romana  palatia  servet. 

With  opinions  bold  and  candid  as  these,  I  might  obtain  some 
respect  and  perhaps  some  attention  from  the  public ;  but  I  could 
hardly  please  either  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Fox.  If  I  sought  personal 
fame  ;  my  motive  is  still  more  visionary;  no  man  can  account 
for  it.  He  who  loved  fame  best  said  of  it,  "  Just  what  you 
hear  you  have."  I  am  wholly  unknown :  It  is  vtry  proper 
that  I  should  be  so  ;  and  yet  I  would  be  understood  even  on  this 
point.  I  have  not  the  sacred  fear  of  a  coward,  but  the  deliberate 
courage  which  is  inspired  by  reflection,  and  the  confidence 
which  I  am  proud  to  repose  in  honourable  friendship. 

Some  literary  enterprizcs  are  indeed  rather  hazardous  in  their 
nature;  and  mine  are  of  that  number.  Yet  I  love  decorum,  and 
I  would  be  guided  by  discretion  ;  but  it  is  not  the  form  only  of 
those  virtues,  refined  through  certain  strainers,  that  I  would  pre- 
serve,  it  is  the  spirit  of  them.  I  would  have  gentleness  without 
timidity,  and  decision  without  presumption.  £ut  I  must  feel  the 
pressing  nature  of  the  time,  the  burthens,  the  terrors,  the  perils, 
and  the  necessity  of  the  state.  Whoever  would  do  a  public 
service,  must  forget  himself;  his  remuneration  is  from  within. 
At  to  myself,  however  unavailing  my  actions,  my  sentiments, 
pxy  abilities,  or  my  services,  they  are  unknown,  unsought, 
UNSOLICITED,  and  shall  be  unaltered.  In  spirit,  in  principle, 
and  in  affection,  my  words  and  my  thoughts  are  these : 

Non  antf  revellar^ 
Exanimtm  quam  tt  (omplectar^oiAA^  tuumque 
Nomen,  Libert  as,  et  inanem  prosequar  umbram  /,     (i  797.) 

THE    END. 
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IN    THE    TITLE-PAGE. 
Tptgi,*,  a;  oravra  &c. 
"  Yc,  who  from  your  natural  disposition,  as  well  as  from 
your  education,  are  in  all  things  good  and  kindly  affcctioned* 
^Tioderate,  and  worthy  of  the  kingdom,  be  favourable  to  this 
Work." 


IN    THE    PREFACE. 
P.    V. 

Ni>v  ct)  fgXritTTe  Km^iijo^coy,  €v  oii'  &C. 
*•  Now,  my  friend  Ccphisophon,  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  persons  who  have  spread  their  reports 
and  writings  concerning  us  among  the  public,  what  and 
who  they  are.  But  as  their  malicious  slanderings  have 
always  been  ineffectual,  and  have  made  themselves  the 
objects  of  ridicule  and  contempt ;  so  now  be  more  fully 
assured  that  they  are  not  only  ineffectual,  but  have  returned 
upon  their  own  heads  with  increased  force.     You  indeed 

have 
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have  acted  a  kinJ  part  in  acquainting  me  with  their  proceed- 
ings, as  you  think  I  might  be  interested  in  the  information; 
but  I  should  by  no  means  consider  it  as  friendly  in  you,  but 
rather  as  a  direct  injury  done  to  me,  if  you  condescended 
to  make  any  answer  to  the  slanders  of  men  who  are  wkolly 
unworthy  of  any  notice  whatsoever!**- 

From  a  Letter  0/  Euripides. 


P.  vi. 
£h !  qui  sauroit  sans  moi  &c. 
•*  Who  would  ever  Iiave  known  that  Cotin  had  preached, 
that  William  had  translated,  or  Richard  had  sung^  if  I  had 
not  informed  them  ?  *' 


P.  vii. 
Egli  medesmo  prese  &c. 
"  He  himself  took  the  Shield  from  forth  it^s  covering, 
and  made  the  light  of  it  clear  and  conspicuous ;  the  in* 
chanted  Lustre  which  burst  from  it,  struck  the  eyes  of  his 
adversaries  so  powerfully,  that  they  became  blind,  and  fell 
around  m  heaps  discomfited,  some  from  the  stern  and  some 
from  the  prow." 


P.  ix. 
Caelum  ipsum  &c. 
•*  We  assail  heaven  itself  by  our  folly. 


P.  xi. 

©AAA22H2  SKHHTPA.  &c. 

"  We  hold  in  our  own  hands  the  sceptre  and  monarchy  of 

the  Ocean  ! — O  my  Country !  afflicted  as  thou  art,  thou  shalt 

not  hide  thy  glory  in  darkness,  without  lustre  and  without 

remembrance." 

P.xii. 
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p.  xii. 
Sancta  ad  vos  &c. 

*•  I  Will  descend  to  you  pure  and  untainted  with  that 
Ireproach,  as  a  man  who  ha;  never  been  unmindful  of  hi^ 
learned  ancestors/' 


P.  xiii.. 
Consumpta  est  labula  vulgi,  &c. 

**  The  idle  tales  are  passed ;  the  Citizens  have  now  leailied 
to  laugh  at  the  fraternal  kisses  so  long  the  popular  theme/* 


•  P.  xvii.  ^    ' 

Prodita  dum  laxant,  &c. 

«•  While  {by  disseminating  such  doctrines)  they  ttt 
opening  the  barriers  of  our  very  gates  to  the  Tyrannic 
enemy,  it  will  become  us  to  adopt  some  great  measures  to 
preserve  our  liberty,  while  it's  existence  is  dubious/* 


P*  xviii. 
l)eseita  sub  antro,  &c. 
••  She  liej>  in  her  cavern  forlorn  and  deserted  :  Where  is 
now  the  aliment  to  supply  her  breasts  ?  Where  are  those 
whom  she  may  consign  to  mighty  destruction  ? — Hitherto 
we  have  had  nothing  biit  arms^'  and  trumpets,  the  instruments 
of  war,  and  wounds,  and  des^h/' 


P.    XX. 

Doctrinae  haec  Vindcx,  &c- 

*'  The  V^indicator  of  the  cause  of  Learning  offers  these 
solemn  admonitions  to  the  Genius  of  Britain/* 

Hh         '  P.  xxi. 


P.  xxi. 

'*  The  Oracle  from  Parnassus  has  loudly  decreed,  that 
an  universal  search  should  be  made  after  him  who  is 
concealed," 


P.  xxii. 
Ex  phrasi,  ex  ore,  ex  loculione,  &c. 
"  From  his  phrafcology,  his  manner  of  speaking,  his 
peculiar  diction,  and  othef  circumstances,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  whole  work,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  is  the  com- 
position of  Hieronymus  Aleander.  From  roy  constant, 
familiar,  and  domestic  intercourse  with  him,  I  am  as  inti' 
mately  acquainted,  with  his  genius  and  disposition,  as  be 
himself  can  be." 


P.  xxiii. 
Nous  Iaiss#ns  les  Peres  a  ceux,  &c. 
"  We  leave  the  Fathers  to  them  who  treat  of  ike  Positive; 
in  qur  writings  we  cite  only  the  new  Casuists.' — •  But  who 
are  these  new  authors  ? — Very  able  and  very  ceUbraUd 
men;  we  have  Villalobos,  Conink,  Lamas,  Achokicr, 
Dealkbser,  Bobadilla,  &c,  &c/-~'  Oh,  my  good  Father, 
I  rejoined  in  much  alarm,  arc  these  people  Christians?*-^ 
*  How  ?  not  Christians !  he  answered ;  they  are  the  very 
persons  by  whom  we  govern,  &c,' — So  much  the  wone, 
I  said,  but  added  nothing  more." 


P.  xxiv. 
Factorum  est  copia  nobis,  &c» 
••  We  have  matters  of  fact  in  great  abundance,  this  is  the 
consequence  of  our  residence  at  Rome  :  there  is  my  house, 
there  is  my  retirement,  and  there  my  days  are  consumed" 

"^"  A  TRANS. 
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A    TRANSLATION 

OF 

THE    PASSAGES 

CITID   IN 

THE  INTRODUCTORY  LETTER. 


P.  1. 
Nel  cerchio  accolto,  ^c. 
"  Retired  within  the  magical  circle,  he  inurmured  wordt 
of  mightiest  power.  Thrice  he  turned  his  countenance  to 
the  East,  and  thrice  to  the  realms  where  the  Sun  declines : 
"  Whence  (he  cries)  is  this  delay  ?  Do  ye  wait  for  words 
**  more  secret  than  these,  or  of  greater  potency  ?** 


P.  «. 

Quid  de  me  alii,  &c. 
•*  As  to  what  some  persons  may  say  of  me,  let  them  look 
to  their  own  words ;  but  nevertheless  they  will  talk," 


p.  3- 
Vitae  est  avidus,  &c. 
<'  That  man  is  greedy  of  life   who  is  not  willing  to  die. 
when  the  world  is  perishing  around  him.'* 


p.  5. 

Tcjv  aifscim  &C« 

"  Destroy  the  insolence  and  high   language   of  these 

!icresies,  and  make  them  of  none  effect/* 

Hh2  P.|, 
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p.  5- 

Ayadi^  my aBrns.  Avre^Era ^eiv. 

"  To  examine  the  excellent  with    the  excellent,    and 
compare  their  feveral  merits  with  each  other.'* 


P.  6. 

(A/?X'^0X**)  ?«w/xa  &c. 
"  The  first  who  strengthened  the  exalted  strains  of  Archi- 
lochus  with  a  rampart  of  firm  and  solid  words." 


P.  6. 

Magnificabo  Apostolatum  meum. 

•*  I  will  magnify  my  office." 


P.  8. 

**  The  compact   and   condensed   power   of  the  under* 
standing." 

P.    lO. 
Ego,  si  risi,  8cc: 
**  If  I  smile  at  the  perfumes  with  which  Rufillus  is  scented, 
or  at  any  similar  piece  of  folly,  must  I  of  necessity  be 
stigmatized  as  a  man  of  an   envious   and  malicious  dis- 
position?" 

P.    12. 

El  fjiiV  in  E'racpov  &c. 
**  If  indeed  you  require  me  to  chuse  a  companion,  how 
can  I  forget  the  divine  Ulysses  ?    His  heart,  his  affections, 
and  his  spirit  are  tried,  ready,  and  prepared  for  every  enter- 
prise." 

P.  12. 


1 
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p.    12. 

Donum,  &c» 

**  The  present  of  the,  fatal  branch,  now  seen  again  after 
a  long  period," 

P-        14. 

Semel  Causam  d]xi»  &c; 

••  I  have  onpe  spoken  in  this  great  Cause  (prepared  to 
repeat  my  words,  if  required)  with  that  spirit  which  I  am 
ever  wont  to  assume,  the  spirit  of  an  accuser/* 


Saevi  spitacula  Ditis^  ^i^g'  ^^^  7» 

'}  The  mouths    of  the  cavern   which   leads  to    cruel 
Tartarus," 


P.  15. 
Tibi  nullum  periculum,  &c. 

<*  For  my  own  part,  I  can  see  no  danger  to  which  you  are 
personally  exposed,  separate  ^nd  apsirt  from  the  destruction 
ofusjill." 


P.  16. 
Senzs^  levarmi,  &c« 

••  Without  attempting  some  adventurous  flight,  when  1 
had  pinions  to  support  me,  that  I  might  offer  to  the  world  no 
ignoble  example  of  myself." 


p.  ,7. 

Le  Roi  et  ses  Ministres,  &c. 
*'  The  King  and  his  Ministers  might  perhaps  peruse  these 
H  h  3  memoirs. 
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memoirs,  which  most  assuredly  are  not  the  composition  of  aQ 
uninformed  man." 


P.  19. 
AXcrroi  cvo^i. 

**  Dif&culties  of  hard  solution." 


P.  19* 
Altius  his  nihil  est;  &c. 

**  Nothing  can  be  jnore  exalted  ihan  speculations  like 
these;  they  are  the  very  heij^hts  of  the  world.  The  great 
public  mansion,  of  Naure  herself  is  contained  within  these 
boundaries." 


P.  ao.  • 

^mmi  ai  t»,  &c. 

"  These  are  the  vauntings  of  Him  who  fighteth  against 
Goo  ;  who  glories  in  the  'strength  of  his  wickedness;  who 
threatens  to  destroy  utterly  and  to  confound  the  boundaries 
of  nations,  (once  delivered  by  The  Most  High  to  his 
angels  and  messengers;)  aiid  to  make  the  whole  Earth  on% 
scene  of  plunder  and  devastation;  whoboasteth  that  be  will 
shake  all  the  sons  of  mcn^  and  subvert  and  change  the  state 
of  every  ancient  ordinance,  institution,  and  regular  govern* 
3i:cnt." 


P.  24. 
**  Facere  aliquid  ad,"  &c. 

*'  (It  caii!:ot  be  supposed)  that  speaking  or  writing  in  the 
Greek  langxjagc,  in  preference  to  any  other,  can  have  any 
peculiar  cfHcacy  in  promoting  the  interests  of  tnie  piety  or 

icarniiiiT.'* 

o 

p.  H* 


i 
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FroDS  lana  parum,  &c« 
'     ^  Hb  brow  was  not  brightened  with  chearfulness;  and 
his  countenance  was  dejected." 


P.  25. 
^Aspro  cortceiito,  &c. 
**  The  strains  were  harsh;  it  was  the  haiFinony  of  horror: 
shrieks,  and  groans,  and  lamentations  loud  and  deep,  werft 
heard  to  agree  in  strangest  consonance.** 


P.  25- 
Svegtiata  fra  gh\  &c.  Petrarch. 

*^  Awakened,  as  from  slumber,  among  the  spirits  of  the 
elect,  where  the  soul  enjoys  a  more  intimate  communion 
with  her  Maker." 


P.  25. 

ilavep  aito  r^,  &c. 
**  A  gale  of  odorous  sweets  is  wafted  around,  as  from 
meadows  of  freshness  and  of  choicest  fragrance." 


P.  26. 

Capita  argumentorum,  Set,  \ 

The  heads  of  aiguments  and  objections  against  certain, 
persons  of  morose  and  peeyish  natures,  and  without 
erudition." 


«i 


P.  a/. 
Che  tempo  e  ormai,  &c. 
"  For  It  is  now  high  time  to  offer  some  assistance  from 
the  celestial  vessel  (called  theampolla)  to  those  heads,' which 
are  either  empty,  or  scantily  provided  with  sense." 

H  h  4  P.  27. 
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P.  27. 
Tpur9oxafmm  f^SfVt  &C« 
'<  Hecate,  with  her  triple  head,  a  btal  and  tremtndom 
prodigy,  the  child  of  Tartarus," 


P.«7. 
«**  The  ffjLVoarites  of  Mars." 


P.  27. 

Ka»  $1  Etwcjf  &c. 

"  The  divine  Beliona,    and    the    Tritonian    goddeif, 
.Minerva." 


P.  28. 

Mendici,  mimi,   balatronps. 
'*  Beggars,  players,  and  varlets  of  every  description." 


p.  29. 
Tvfjivoj6i^  paxicjv^  &C. 
**  Ulysses  stripped  himself  of  his  sordid  garments,  agd 
leaped  upon  the  great  threshold  of  the  mansion.     His  bow 
and  quiver,  full  of  arrows,  were  in  his  hand,  and  he  scat- 
tered the  shafts  of  destruction  before  his  feet." 


P.  29. 

2{/v$ixov  Moiaav  Kreavm, 

'^  The  lawful  possession  and  right  of  the  Muses." 


P.3Q- 
Pensa,  die  questo  di  mai  non  raggiorna. 

"  Pause ;  and  reflect,  that  a  day  like  this  may  never  dawn 
again.'' 
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p.  30.         . 

Quo8  orbe  sub  omni,  &c. 
#^  Wisdom  herself  can  scarcely  number  seven  personf» 
from  among  d\\  the  sons  pf  m^n^  whom  shj?  c^n  bofiour  with 
such  a  name," 


P.  3«' 
Grave  virus,  &c. 

^^  The   virulence  of  the  infection  has  corrupted  and 
4e»troyed  all  that  is  sound»  b^avitiful,  and  healthy." 


P.  36. 
Non  tenues  ignavo,  &€« 

^*  I  strike  no  feeble  chords  with  an  idle,  unavailing  im*^ 
pulse;  but  holding  my  residence  by  the  Auruncian  templr« 
(where  sleeps  the  spirit  of  Lucilius)  I  bend  before  the  tombs 
of  ^lighties^  in^sier^,  and  r^ise  my  voice  with  boldness." 
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P-  37- 

Aadaci  qulcunque  affiate,  &c.  ^ . 
*•  Whoever  thou  art,  who  feelcst  thyself  inspired  with  the 
spirit  of  the  fearless  Cratinus;  whoturnest  pale  over  the  page 
off  the  indignant  Eupolis,  and  of  the  venerable,  dignified 
roaster  of  the  sock  * ;  look  also  upon  these  my  labours,  if 
by  chance  you  should  discover  something  matured  and 
perfected  by  study.  May  my  readers  approach  them  with 
an  ear  purified  with  incense  Jrom  their  altars^* 

P.40- 
Apollineae  bellum  puerile  pharetrac.  /  Siatius* 

•*  The  childish  war  of  Apollo's  quiver.** 

P.41. 

Talia  dum  celebro,  &c- 

'*  While  I  am  recording  these  events,  the  Fury  of  civil 

Discord  hath  shaken  her  torch  over  the  Tatpeian  rock,  and 

kindled   wars  as  fierce   as  those  on  the  plains  of  Phlegra. 

Behold,  Th£  Capitol  is  blazing  with  sacrilegious  fires, 

and 
*  Aristophanes. 
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and  the  Roman  Legions  have  assumed  the  maddening  spirit 
of  the  Gauls'"         ' 


P.  42, 
Sol  occubuit :  &c« 
♦*  The  sun  set;  but  no  ni^  ensued." 

Fmgimus  haec  ?  &c. 
**  Are  these  things  mauer  of  fiction  ?  Is  Satire  assuming  tho 
loftiness  of  the  tragic  buskin  ?  Would  to  heaven  it  were  so.'* 

P.  45. 
Quae  tibi,  &c. 
"  What  remuneration' can  I  offer  you  for  a  poem  like 
this?" 


P-45- 
Phyllidas^  Hypsipilas,  &c. 

**  The  tales  of  Phillis  and  Hypsipile,  and  all  the  lamentable 

ditties  of  sing-song  poeusters. " 

'  P.  46. 

Uniis,  &c. 
"  Having  obtained  and  enjoyed  the  sovereignty,  he  closed, 
bis  eyes  in  the  same  common  sleep  of  mortality," 


P-47- 
Deficiens  crujhena. 
"  A  purse  under  a  consunq)tion.*^ 

P.  48. 
Sine  vi,  &c.  ^ 

*'  He  will  utter  no  oracular  precepts  but  upon  compuU 


«ion/'' 


P.  48. 
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P.  48. 
Utrum  chimaera  bombinans,  &c, 

'*  ^Whether  a  chimzra  buzzing  in  a  vacuum,  has  the  power" 
of  eating  up  or  devouring  secpnd  designs,  thoughts,  or  inten* 

lions?"* 


/ 


P.  50. 
Stupet  hie  vitio,  &c, 

*'  He  is  become  insensible  by  long  habits  of  vice,  and  the 
heart  of  the  man  is  waxed  fat  and  gross;  he  is  placed 
beyond  the  imputation  of  guilt,  he  has  nothing  to  lose,  and 
is  plunged  so  deep,  that  he  cannot  rise  qvcq  to  bybble  09 
the  surface  of  the  stream." 


Piger  scribendi,  &c. 

^*  Too  careless  or  too  idle  to  undergo  the  toil  of  writing, 
)  mean,  of  >yriting  well ;  for  as  to  the  quantity  v^f  ih 
ipompositions,  it  is  out  of  the  question/' 


P.54- 
Une  boutique  de  verbiaget 

"  A  mere  word- shop." 


A  Germanic  quesrion,  to  ridiciiU  the  absurdities  of  meta- 
physics run  mad.  See  a  similar  collection  in  the  seventh  chapter 
of  the  Memoirs  of  Martinus  Scriblerus;  for  instance:  *^  An 
'*  praeter  Esse  reale  actualis  Essential  sit  aliud  esu  mecessariam 
•*  quo  res  actualiter  existat?" — Jn  English  thus:  ••  Whether, 
^*  besides  the  real  being  of  actual  being,  thcr^  be  any  other 
**  being  uecetsary  to  cause  a  thing  to  be  i'\ 


P.M' 
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,      P.  54. 
De  Causis  comiptae  Eloquentix. 

*'  A  treatise  on  the  Causes  why  Eloquence  has  been  S9 
much  corrupted." 


P.  54. 

Abundat  dulcibus  vitiis. 

"  He  abounds  with  luscious  faults." 


P.  55- 

Ou  yetp  Ev  /x€(roi0i,   &c« 

••  The  gifts  of  the  Muses  are  not  offered  to  every  ohe 
who  passes  by,  as  common  favours ;  they  must  be  sought 
after,  and  obtained' with  difficulty/' 


P.  56- 
Mugitus  labyrinthi. 

"  The  bellowing  of  the  labyrinth." — N.  B.  Put  for  any 
common  topic  of  ordinary  poets  or  writers. 

P.  56. 
^  La  nudrita,  &c. 

**  Trivul2ia,   brought  up  and  nourished  in  the  sacred^ 
cavern." 


'  P.  58, 
Per  piu  fiate  gli  occhi,  &c. 
*^  That  work  often  affected  us,  and  our  checks  turned  pale 
as  we  were  reading  it;  but  there  was  one  circumstance  which 
quite  subdued  us.  As  we  were  proceeding,  I  exclaimed, 
**  Alas !  what  softness  of  sentiment,  what  cxtasy  of  rapture, 
**  conducted  these  wretched  souls  to  the  paths  of  sorrow !" 

P.  60. 
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P.  6jo. 
Omnes 

Admonet,  &c« 
^*  He  gives  admonition  to  all,  and  cries  with  a  loud  voice 
through  the  shades;  Give  ear  unto  me*   and  be  warned; 
revere  justice,  and  despise  not  the  power  of  the  Gods.'* 


P.  6i. 

Sunt  adhuc  cura?,  &c. 

••  The  offices  of  kindness  and  Jiddity  are  yet  cultivated 
among  men  :  some  are  still  to  be  found  who  will  perfonn 
the  duties  of  friendship  to  the  departed." 


P.  62. 

Agri,  edificia,  loca,  &c. 

<*  Lands,  edifipes,  estates,  possessions  of  every  species,  all 
have  been  seized  "vvithin  their  grasp ;  the  heaven  above,  and 
the  sea  excepted,  all  have  been  declared  public  propeity,  by 
gift,  by  assignment^  by  auction." 


P.  62. 

Si  vous  voulez  une  Revolution,  ^c 
*^  If  you  are  in  earnest  for  a  Revolution^  you  must  begin 
by  annihilating  the  Catholic  religion  in  France.** 


P.  65. 
Quantis  suspiriis,  Sec. 
••  (They  leel)  by  what  prostration  of  soul,  by  wfiat  prayen 
and  strong  conflicts  of  the  spirit,  even  the  slightest  and  most 
iipperfect  knowledge  of  God  is  to  be  obtained  !** 

P.66. 
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V.  6S. 

■  Auctor  nominis  ejus  Christus,  &c. 

**  The  founder  of  that  denomination  of  worslilp  Vay 
Christ  who,  ia  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  suffered  the  punish* 
ment  of  death  under  the  Procurator  Pontius  Pilate.'* 


p.  67. 

.  Non  est  qui  judicat  veri,  &c.  « 

••  There  is  not  one  who  judgeth  with  true  judgment ;_  na> 
not  one.  Their  trust  is  in  nothing;  they  talk  words  of 
vanity;  they  have  conceived  mischie^and  brought  forth 
iniquity." 

P.  68. 
I»  Lictor,  &c. 
'*  Go»  Lictor,  and  bind  his  hands.'' 


P.  68. 

Graecc 
Discumbunt,  &c. 

«*  Their  entertainments  are  in  the  Greek  fashion  ;  and  the 
pictured  emiUm  appears  without  a  veil ;  you  might  expect 
io  see  the  dancing-girls  (from  the  East)  displaying  their 
attitudes  before  the  guests/' 


•  P.  69. 

Sofia  irpo/rov  uyvn  &c« 
••  Wisdom  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable/' 


P.  70. 
Si  sic  omnia ! 
**  Would  he  had  always  written  so  !' 


P.  73. 
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P.  70. 

fiella  femina,  &c« 

"  The  smiles  of  a  pretty  girl  are  the  tear*  of  tlie  pilrsc." 

Italian  Proverb. 


P.  71. 
Composuit  octo,  &c. 

«•  Me  composed  eight  volumes,  not  without  elegance, 
but  without  sufficient  discernment.'* 


P.  72J. 
Propera  st07nackum,  &cl 

*^  Prepare  your  stomach  for  these  delicacies ;  and  feast 
upon  the  fish  which  has  been  preserved  for  your  times," 


p.  74. 

Corpus  sine  pcctore. 

•*  A  body  without  a  soul," 


p.  74. 

V'itx  summa  brevis. 

«'  The  short  span  of  life." 


P.  74. 

Magno  conatu  magnas  nugas. 

f*  Great  efforts  for  great  trifles." 


P.  76.      . 
Quousque  frustra,  &c* 

**  How  long  will  ye  idly  support  these  sons  of  fire  ?'' 

p.  77. 
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P.  77- 
Ni  pour  la. digestion. 

'^  Born  for  nothing  but  to  eat  and  digest/ 


P-  8o. 
Grande  munus,  &c« 

'^  May  he  re-assume  the  weight  and  dignity  of  the  tragic 
buskin." 


P.  Si. 
Ces  propos,  diras  tu,  &c. 

**  These  subjects,  you  may  say»  are  certainly  pleasant  in  a 
Satire,  for  the  amusement  of  a  reader  who  loves  to  laugh. 
But  I  want  the  proof;  let  me  have  it  in  regular  form.    I 
agree  with  you  ;  well^  Doctor,  answer  me,  and  take  your, 
seat  quietly,  as  in  the  schools*     JVhat  is  a- Commentator  f 


P.  85. 
Non  more  probo,  &c« 
**  The  manner  is  neither  good  nor  respectable ;  when  the 
verses,  or  the  subject  of  them,  enter  the  very  marrow,  and 
when  the  effeminate,  lascivious  accents  provoke  and  UTitflte^^ 
the  inmost  sensations.*' 


P.  85. 
Pauca  suo  Gallo,  &c. 
"  Such  effusions  of  verse  and  fancy»  as  even  Lycorls 
herself  might  read.'* 

li  P.  16. 
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P.  86. 
Hoc  defuit,  &c. 
"  This  was  the   only   point  in  which  Fabricius  was 
deficient." 


P.  87. 
Carminaque  Aonidum,  &c. 
"  (Minerva)  approved  the  strains  of  the  Muses,  and  tlicir 
iionest  indignation." 

P.  88.        ' 

r 

ria^fatTi^,  i,  &c. 
'*  Such  is  the  power  of  insinuating  flattery  ;  it  steals  away 
the  understanding  of  the  best  and  the  wisest. 

P.  92. 
'  Videre  Canes  ;  primusque  Melampus,  &c. 
^  "  The  Dogs  descried  him:  first  rushed  forth  MelampuSi 
Pamphagus,  and  Dorceus,  and  the  swift-footed  Lycisca,  with 
her  brother,  the  quick-scented  Ichoobates ;  and  Asbolus  black 
9nd  shaggy,  and  the  powerful  Nebrophonos,  with  Lslaps, 
%ni  the  fierce  Theron,  Labros,  and  Agriodos,  and  the  shrill- 
toned  Hylactor,  and  others  which  I  cannot  name.  The 
whole  pack,  eager  for  their  prey,  follow  in  full  cry,  where 
ihc  path  is  rough  and  difficult,  and  even  where  no  path  at  all 
is  to  be  traced.  Alas !  he  flies  from  his  own  attendants. 
Fain  would  he  have  cried  out,  I  am  Actjlon  ;  behold  in  me 
jrour  lord  and  master. — He  wished  to  be  away  from  them : 
llUt  in  vain :  He  is  lejt  in  their  power.'* 

P.  95. 
Ac/ro$  xai  ®E§a^a;v,  &c. 
**  Himself  and  his  faithful  attendant."  Or,  "  TheKnighir 
«Qd|  bis  Squire." 

P.  961 
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P.  96*  . 

Mihi  sit  propositum,  &c.* 

'*  My  resolution  is  to  die  in  a  tavern ;  may  wine  be  placed 

before  my  lips  as  I  am  expiring ;    that  the  angelic  choirs 

when  they  appear  may  say,  '*  ^Heaven  be  propitious  to  this 

jovial  drinker!" 

P.  97- 

Ilium  pro  literato,  &c. 

**  Many  were  inclined  to  consider  him  as  a  deep  scholar, 

engaged  as  he  was  with  old-wives  fables  and  trifles,  an4 

passing  a  learned  old  age  among  the  Milesian  Tales  of  his 

own  ApuIeiuSy  and  the  childs-piay  of  literature.'* 


P.  97. 
Utilium  sagax  rerum. 
**  Subtle  and  sagacious  in  useful  discoveries.'* 


P.  98. 

Altum  SagansB  caliendnim. 
The  towering  head-dress  of  the  Sorceress  Sagana.'^ 


p.  99. 

Mercy  rqoiceth  against  judgment."    . 


P.  too. 
Cuicunque  veterum,  &c. 
*^  I  would  confidently  put  it  in  competition  with  any  of 
the  ancients.*' 


I  i  2  P.  100. 

♦  Cited  by  Mr^  Warton,  in  his  second  Dissertation  prefixed 
to  his  History  of  English  Poetry, 


C  3^0  } 

p.  100. 
Neyt/onr  a^^evnva  xapmva. 
**  Phaotoms  of  the  de^d,  without  strength  or  substance/' 


P.  191. 
Eccc  pro  Clericis,  &c. 
«*  See  what  allegations  I  have  njade  in  favour  of  Priests 
and  Presbyters  ;  and  so  may  every  grateful  ClerA^  with  his 
fair  favourite,  say  a  P^ternDSter  for  me  and  my  sins  !" 


P.  101. 

••  Si  quis  dixerity  &c." 
**  If_any  one  presume  to  say^  that  a  Bishop  may  I^ve  hit 
foibles,  let  him  be  accursed." 


P.  102. 
£t  velut  absentem,  &c« 
'*  May  they  still  call  aloud  with  rival  cries  after  Act»}n, 
'as  though  he  were  not  present." 


P.  102. 
**  Hicliber  est  conglutinatus,  &c. 
"  This  book  *  is  conglutinated,  or  made  up,  of  as  many 
books  as  would  serve  one  fat  cook  for  fuel,  to  dress  sheep, 
oxen,    6wine,    pigs,,  ducks,    turkeys,   and    geese,   witliout 
number ;  or  as  many  as  would  be  sufficient  for  one  High*  ' 
Dryer  to  heat  an  hundred  stoves." 
From  a  book,  intitled,  '^  The  Epistles  of  Obscure  Men." 

*  /.  e.  The  Notes  on  the  Edition  of  Shakspearc,  by  Johotan 
4nd  Steevens,  i&c.  &c.  2Sec. 
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P.  103. 

Et*  ofCXtjTd;,  &6. 
"  Yet  untouched  and  without  a  wound,  I  pass  through 
the  thickest*of  the  ranks ;  and  may  Minerva  lead  me  ty  the 
hand,  and  defend  me  fi^om  the  missile  weapons  of  tho 
enemy." 


P.  105. 
Grato  mi  e  il  sonno,  &c.  ^ 
**  Sleep  is  grateful  to  me,  and  it  is  still  more  grateful  to  he, 
made  even  of  marble  itself,  while  wickedness  and  shameless 
effrontery  are  abroad  in  the  world ;  I  esteem  it  happiness 
neither,  to  see  nor  to  perceive :  yet  rouse  me  not  from  re- 
pose, but  let  your  speech  be  soft  and  low," 


P.  106. 
Flebit,  et  insignis,  &c. 

"  He  shall  regret  it,  and  become  the  burthen  of  some 
popular  song." 

I  i  3  P.  tog. 
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p.  109. 

"  Having  drawn  forth  the  belt  and  the  paternal  sword, 
bu'icd  deep  under  tlie  cliSfs  and  rocks  sounding  with  storms, 
I  again  take  my  stand  of  observation*." 


,.      P.  110. 
Dechirans  a  Tenvi,  &c. 

•*  Tearing  to  pieces  their  own  Republic,  we  see  them 
as  lions  oppvised  to  lions,  relations  to  relations,  madly  and 
foolishly  fighting  with  each  other  for  the  choice  of 
tyrants/* 

P.  111. 

"  The  God  of  battle  kindles  the  flame  of  war  in  the  land, 
9nd  sounds  the  sanguinary  blast  from  his  trumpet.  The 
kingdom  all  around  presents  one  scene  of  devastation,  and  the 
fields  are  bristled  with  spears,  waving  thick  as  the  ears  of 
corn.  Lamentations  wafted  through  the  silent  regions  of 
the  air  are  heard  from  the  pinnacles  of  the  towers,  with 
the  rending  of  veils,  and  the  shrieks  of  women  waiting  for 
misery  upon  raifery,  and  calamity  upon  calamity.'* 


Glomerare  sub  antro,  &c. 
"  To  gather  together,  in  the  recesses  of  the  cavern,  a 

••thick 

*  This  dark  allusion  of  Lycopbron  is  to  a  legend  concerning  , 
Theseus.     See  Plutatch  in  the  Life  of  Theseus.    If  I  recollect 
right,  there  is  a  picture  in  Lord  Exeter's  ccllection  at  Burltigi^ 
#n  this  subject. 
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**  thick  night,  palled  in  the  dannest  smoke  of  hell  *»**  while 
the  darkness  is  mixed  with  fire !" 


P.  113. 
Ubi  passim,  &c. 
**  Where  error  drives  them  in  endlest  deviations,  from 
the  right  path." 

P.  117. 
Dogmatizer  en  vers,  &c. 

"  To  deliver  dogmas  or  sentences  in  verse,  and  to  rhyme 
on  chapter  by  chapter." 


P.  119. 
Vitreo  bibit  ille  Priapo. 
**  He  drinks  from  his  glass  goblet,  shaped  like  a  Priapus.' 


P.  11^0. 
Historia  quoquo  modo  scripta  delectat. 

"  History  is  always  pleasing,  write  it  as  you  will." 


P.  lao. 
Sed  tamen  in  pretio. 

**  But  still  it  has  a  value." 


P.  121. 

Amoretti  alati. 

*'  Little  Cupids  with  little  wings." 


Ii4  P.  ta3' 

Expressions  from  Shakespeare's  Maclieth 
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P.  123. 

^  Tirv8  070^^4  oifjf^i^  8c^:^ 
<<  AH  things  which  are  habitual,  such  as  motions  to  which 
we  are  accustomed,  are  favourable  to  sleep.  To  a  sailor, 
for  instance,  the  reclining  on  shiprboard,  a  voyage  at  open 
sea,  the  sounding  of  the  shore,  and  the  noise  of  the  winds, 
and  the  roaring  df  the  waves,  &c.  &c,  &c." 


P.  123. 
Apollineo  nomina  digna  choro. 
^*  Names  worthy  to  be  inscribed  in  the  choir  of  Apollo.*' 

P.  124. 
II  cantar,  che  neir  anima,  &c. 

**  That  music,  which  is  felt  internally ;  it  is  not  the  ear, 
**  but  the  soul  itself,  which  is  aflfected.'* 


P.  126. 
Felix  curarum!  cui,  &c. 
"  Happy  and  fortunate  in  his  cares  and  engagements ! 
For  him  the  garlands  of  Helicon,  and  the  idle  laurels  which 
bloom  on  the  brow  of  Parnassus,  have  no  charms  !  But  the 
powers  of  his  understandijig  ai-e  vigorous,  and  his  mind, 
from  long  experienice,  is  bound  up  to  bear  the  vicissitudes 
of  the  world." 


P.  126. 
Ingenium  illustre  ahioribus  studiis,  &c. 
'*  In  early  youth  he  devoted  ail  the  powers  of  his  iilustrious 
mind  to  the  higher  philosophy ;  not,  as  the  manner  of  some  is, 
to  shelter  sloth  under  the  covert  of  a  splendid  name,  but  by 
a  steady  and  deliberate  firmness  against  the  accidents  of  life 
to  prepare  himself  for  the  administration  of  the  state." 

P.  tty. 


I    Sf>5    ]       - 

.  p1  127. 

**  Opum  oontempcor»  &c. 
**  Superior  to  avarice ^   of  a  persevering  rectiiuJe  of 
principU^  and  unmoved  by  fear." 


P,  137. 
Magnum  est  veciigal  Parsimonia. 
*•  CEconomy  of  itself  is  a  great  revenue." 

P.  127. 
Msecenatis  Rana,  &c« 
'<  The  frog  of  M^cenas  (L  e.  his  seal  bearing  the  figure 
of  that  animal)  was   an  object  of .  great  terror,    as    thtt 
instrument  of  levying  money."    - 


P.  129. 

OiXC<^    $t/yS^I,    {^C/CTEft/f,    &C. 

*«  His  sagacity  was  peculiarly  his  own;  and  being  gifted 
by  nature   with  intuitive  ^kiU»  he  had   moreover  such  a 
promptitude  of  counsel,  as  ^ve  him  a  decided  superiority  in. 
advancing  all  that  was  necessary  upon  any  subject,  and  on 
the  spur  of  the  occasion. 

P.  13a. 
Informatum  fulmen. 
"  An  unfinished  thunder-bolt." 


P.  130. 

Tres  imbris  torti,  &c. 

Mr.  Burke  himself  has  ikus  translated  this  passage  in 

part  j,  chapter  5,  of  his  treatise  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful^ 

as  an  example  that  words  may  affect  without  raising  distinct 

images.    ••  Three  rays  of  twisted  showers^  three  of  watery 

••  clouds^ 
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clouds,  three  bfjire^  and  three  of  the  winged  south  wind/ 
"  then  mixed  they  in  the  work  terrijic  lightnings^    and 
•*  sound,  and  fear,  and  anger,  with  pursuing  ^ames.'' 


P.  132. 
Cum  tot  abortivis,  &Cv 

«^  Since  the  teeming  womb  of  Julia   has  produced  sO 
many  crude  births,  or  rather  abortions,  which  confess  their 
•  incestuous  sires." 


P.  132. 
AvappnyvvfJLSVTi^  £x  CaQfojv  yrns,  &C* 

**  While  the  earth  is  burst  asunder  from  its  foundations,  and 
the  very  depths  of  Tartarus  are  disclosed  and  laid  bare  to 
view." 


p.  133- 
Quando  ullum  invenient  paremF 

'*  When  shall  thdy  look  upon  his  like  again? 


Monumenta  rerum  posteris,  &c. 

••  He  has  delivered  down  to  all  posterity,  who  may  enquire 
after  them,  the  monuments  and  records  of  these  transactions. 
Young  men  of  character  and  ability  will  be  desirous  of  his 
company  and  conversation,  and  will  learn  from  him,  as  from 
an  oracular  decision,  the  path  which  it  is  their  interest  or  their 
duty  to  follow.  He  will  instruct  them,  and  will  form  their 
minds  ;  and  like  an  experienced  pilot,  will  shew  them  what 
it  necessary  to  direct  and  preserve  the  vessel,  when  the  gale 
is  prosperous,  or  when  the  storm  is  raging.    He  will  be 

led  V 
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led  to  this  by  a  sense  of  duty  and  of  common  good,  and 
even  by  the  very  pleasure  and  satisfaction  he  finds  in  the 
office  itself." 


P.  134. 
Magno  discrimine  causam,  &c. 
**  Are  you  about  to  undertake  the  management  of  a  cause 
of  great  importance  ?  First  consult  your  own  self;  say  fairly 
and  honestly,  who  and  what  you  are ;  whether  you  are  an 
orator  of  power  and  strengt^,  or  Curtius,  or  Matho.  Un- 
derstand well  the  measure  of  your  eloquence  and  ability." 


p.  •35- 
Hunc  ne  pro  Cephalo,  &c. 

**  I  was  apprehensive  that  you,  Aurora,  might  seize  upon 
him  for  your  own  Cephalus." 

p.  136. 

Virus  lunare. 
««  Drops  of  infection  distilling  from  the  moon." 
N.  B.  Shakspeare,  in  his  Macbeth,  alludes  to  this  piece  of 
ancient  witchcraft. 

"  On  the  corner  of  the  moon 

Hangs  a  vaporous  drop  profoumi; 
1*11  catch  it,  ere  it  fall  to  ground." 


P. 139. 
Tfis  ^va^us^  &c. 

•*  He  was  the  Scribe,  or  Secretary  of  Nature,  dipping  his 
pen  into  mind. 


P.  142. 
Nunc  non  e  manibus  illis,  &c. 

Will 


*  '<  Wilt  not  violets  spring  from  the  spot  where  his  manei 
jtpote,  from  his  tomb  and  favoured  ashes  ?'^ 


P.  i«. 

Ritematuros,  &c. 

**  To  bring  forth  the  matored  birth  in  due  form.** 


P.145- 
Oro  miserere  laborum»  &c. 

<<  Consider,  I  beseech  you,  all  that  I  have  undergone;  have 
compassion  on  a  mind  which  has  suffered  most  uoworthUy,'* 


P.  146, 
Nomen  in  exemplum,  &c. 

*•  We  will  preserve  his  name  for  an  example  to  late 
posterity," 

P.  147. 

<*  A  Physician  of  consummate  skill ;  generpm,  liberal,  not 
to  be  corrupted;  a  friend  to  the  poor  and  needy;  agentkman 
in  principle ;  a  regulator  and  conductor  of  youth ;  a  man  of 
sanctity,  justice,  and  piety;  whose  attainmenu  have  reached 
the  utmost  heights  of  erudition," 


P.  i49« 
Nudqs  agas,  &c. 
''  Plead  then  quite  naked;  madness  is  l^s  ecnsurable/' 
— N.  B.  Juvenal  alludes  to  the  indecent  summer  dresses  of 
the  Roman  advocates  in  the  courts  of  law, 

P.  150. 


[    i09    3  ^ 

P.  150. 
Quel  d*ainor  travagliato  Sacrip4nte.     Ariosto.  0.  F.  c.  i. 
M  I  speak  of  the  love-lorn  Sacripaute." 


P- 150. 
(This  note  is  addressed)  "  To  the  intelligent.*^ 


P.  151. 
Delia  commodita,   &c« 
••  I,  poor  Medoro,  in  gratitude  for  thefavourable  recepttom 
I  found  in  this  place,"  &c.  &c'. 


P.  151. 
£ra  scritto  in  Arabico,  &c. 
"  It  was  written  in  the  Arabic  language,  which  the  noble 
Earl  understood  as  well  as  he  did  Latin." 


P.  151.    . 
Ne  sono  a  Ferrau,"  &c. 

"  I  cannot  allot  any  more  of  my  verses  to  Fcrrau,  or 
Sacripante  (or  even  to  Carlisle);  the  Prince  of  Anglante  call% 
my  attention  from  them ;  &c.'* 


P.  152. 

Oi  OiOi  oixrEi^avrEf,  &€• 

**  The  Gods  in  compassion  to  the  race  of  men  t  bom  to 
toil  and  trouble,  assigacd  the  Muses,  and  Apollo,  and  Bacchus 
for  the  companions  of  their  festtvals." 


P.  152. 
f  Some  manuscripts  read  here,  <^  politicians." 
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P.  152. 

N.B.  These  are  Greek  musical  terms,  and  technical 
words,  which  if  would  be  needless  to  explain,  and  indeed 
would  answer  no  purpose.  Dr.  Bumey's  History  of  Music 
will,  I  believe, 'give  their  explanation  at  large. 


Di  Patrii,  quorum,  &c. 

••  Gods  of  njy  country,  tutelary  Deities  of  Troy,  ye 
cannot  surely  Iiave  resolved  to  extirpate  the  sons  of  Teucer» 
since  ye  have  inspired  the  breasts  of  our  youth  with  such 
loyalty,  such  zeal,  and  with  such  determined  bravery/* 


THE  END   OF   THE   SECOND   DIALOGUE. 
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A  TRANSLATION 

OF    THE 

PASSAGES  CITED  IN  THE  PREFACE  AND  NOTES 

TO  THE 

THIRD  DIALOGUE 

OF    THE 

PURSUITS    OF    LITERATURE. 


P. 159. 

lEtKXocyl^av  ¥  dp*  oiltrroi,  &c. 

•*  The 'arrows  rattled  in  his  quiver,  as  he  moved  along  in 
all  the  fierceness  of  his  wrath.  His  march  was  like  the  Night. 
He  took  his  station  at  a  distance  from  the  ships,  and  sent  foith 
a  shaft;  and  the  sounding  of  the  silver  bow  was  terrible. 
His  first  attack  was  on  the  animals,  the  mules  and  dogs;  but 
after  ihat,  he  smote  the  army  itself  with  many  a  deadly 
arrow,  and  the  funeral  piles  of  the  ^lain  blazed  frequent 
through  the  <:amp . " 


P.  161. 
Tounrx  ^avQ'  vTrep  ^yuuiy  vvep,  &c. 
"  I  present  these  considerations  as  the  result  of  accurate 
ipd  solemn  investigation;  they  are  offered  in  behalf  of  you 
ALL;  in  the  cause  of  Truth,  your  Constitution,  and  your 
Laws;  for  your  common  Salvation,  your  Religion,  your 
Honour,  and  your  Liberty/* 

P.  161. 


p. 161. 

Licet  omnibus^  licet  etiam.mibi,  &c« 

*'  It  is  the  right  of  every  man,  and  it  is  also  mine^  to 
endeavour  to  support  and  vindicate  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  his  country;  and  while  I  have  the  power  of  appearing 
before  the  public,  I  decline  not  the  danger  of  delivering  my 
sentiments  boldly  and  openly*'* 


P.  163, 
Avoujyx(9at  Olos  £f  E$/70f,  &c. 
••  Look  upon  "  the  great  Vision  ♦  of  that  guarded 
mount,*'  see  what  a  power  holds  his  watchful  residence  on 
the  summit  of  the  cliff,  a  power  able  to  overthrow  you  from 
your  foundations!"  N.  B.The  poet  is  speaking  of  Mars 
personified  on  the  highest  mountain  of  Delbs. 

P.  164. 
Jnstat  terribilis  vivis,  &c. 
**  She  is  an  object  oi  terror  and  dismay  to  all  the  living; 
and  she  claims  the  inheritance  of  those .  who  are  leady 
to  perish.  With  her  there  is  no  pause:  when  plunder 
ceases,  lust  wakes  and  rages ;  the  rich  tremble  by  day,  and 
the  married  by  night.  At  her  nod  her  Satellites,  with  their 
swords  unsheathed,  start  forth  prepared  for  action." 


.    P.  165. 
Saevis  opus  est  et  fortibus  umbris,  &c. 

«*  She  requires  in  her  service  the  spirits  of  the  cruel  and 
of  the  brave ;  nay,  she  herself  creates  them,  and  she  finds  her 
account  in  deaih  under  every  form." 

P.  i68, 

*  An  expression  adapted  from  the  Lycidas  of  Milton*. 


[    6^3    3 

P.  168. 

Quae  cum  magna  modis,  &c. 

"  A  Region,  long  the  subj^t  of  speculation  and  wonder 
to  all  the  surrounding  nations ;  ajkingdom  which  abounds  in 
every  production  which  is  valuable,  and  which  is  defended 
by  iheiniifndl,  consolidated  strength  of  her  own  natives; 
yet  sh^  appears  to  hav^  possessed  nogreater  or  mpre  illus- 
trious  object  of  love  and  veneration* than  this  man." 


P.  168.     ^ 
,  Omnia  fata  laborant^  *&c. 

.    *^  The  £ites  and  fortunes  of  all  around  totter  and  shake. . 
if  yqu  attempt  to  change  what  now  exists  :  the  whole  human 
race  standi  or  falls  in  the  issue  of  this  one  conflict/' 


P.  i68, 
Ajtiimo  vidit,  &c, 
•* .  These  s*ijbjects  he  saw  by  the  power  of  his  mind,  and 
comprehended   them    by  his  understanding ;    and  by  his. 
<lpquence  he  cast  a  brightness  upon  them.'* 


P.  169.  . 
Apxe*  EI2  AvQpftrtrof,  &C. 
*'  One  enlightened  man  with  an  ardent  zeal  \i  abl^  to 
preserve  a  whole  people  upright*' 


P.  170. 
La  piova  maladetta,  &c, 
*»  It  was  a  storm  of  accursed  quality  ;  of  rain,  cold,  heavy,r 
and  freguent,  with  haul  stones  and  sleet«  and  thick  discoloured 

Kfe  snow. 
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«now,  pouring  do\if n  in  torrenu  through  the  darkened  rcgioni 


of  the  air. 


»r 


P.  171. 
Ei/Jei? !— «xx'  »,  &c. 
"  Thou  sleepest  the  sleep  of  mortafity !— But  we  are  noC 
unmindfql  of  thee,  O  Achilles  ;  in  life  and  in  deaitb  Uiou  ait 
equally  the  object  of  our  regard  and  veneration.'* 


P.  172. 
OiKOv  *afA6pw  aaroi^f  &C. 

^  I  record  the  praises  of  Corinth^  a  state  mild  to  it's  own 
f:itizens,  hospitable  to  strangers,  famed  for  opulence,  tht 
sacred  residence  of  Neptune,  whose  youth  are  renowned  for 
.  courage  and  ability.  There  dwells  Eunomia,  the  goddess  of 
well-ordered  governments,  and  her  sisters.  Justice,  the 
unshaken  basis  of  every  state,  and  Peace,  of  like  mannen ; 
the  dispensers  and  arbiters  of  wealth,  the  golden  daughters 
of  Themis,  whose  counsel  never  deceives.  It  is  their  wfkh 
and  purpose  to  chase  away  injury,  the  bold-tongued  parent 
ot  satiety  and  insolence." 

"  Here  too  the  Muse  breathes  forth  her  sweetest,  softest 
inspirations;  and  Mars  himself  flourishes  anew  in  the  prowess 
of  her  youthful  heroes." 


P-  173- 
Haec  Ego  non  credam,  &c. 

''  Shall  I  not  rouse  myself  a  such  a  call,  and  attack 
them  ?  Shall  I  not  hold  up  the  torch  of  Satire  to  works  like 
these  ?" 

P-174. 
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p.  174. 

"  Not  to  be  ioterested,  or  take  any  part  in  the  welfare  of 
a  State,  which  never  allowed  them  to  share  any  advantage.'*  . 


P- 174. 
Ouiev  01  TatfAMOt  raTTEivwOeyrcs',  &c. 

**  The  Romans  were  nothing  bumbled^  as  might  have 
been  expected,  engaged  as  they  were  in  an  arduous  war,  and 
deserted  by  all  their  Allies.  But  on  the  contrary,  with  a 
firm  reliance  on  their  internal  powers  alone,  they  rushed 
forward  to  the  contest  with  still  greater  alacrity,  and  with  a 
courage  inspired  by  Sanger  and  necessity.  They  were  bold 
aad  confident  of  their  ability,  under  the  guidance  Osgood 
counsel,  to  carry  on  the  war  wi|h  effect  by  their  own 
native  courage  and  virtues,  without  any  to  participate  their 
glory." 


P-  ^75- 
Ferro  Argolicas,  &c. 

*<  To  pierce  with  the  sword  the  inmost  concealments  of 
the  Greeks.** 


.  p.  176. 

Tu  ne  cede  malis,  &c./ 

**  Suffer  not  your  spirit  to  be  subdued  by  misfortunes ; 

bytt  on  the  contrary,  steer  right  onward,  with  a  (0urage 

greater  than  yoi!ur  (ate  seems  to  allow." 
^ 

p.  177. 

MaraioXoyo/v  ^/xa,  &c. 
**  The  fame  of  some  vain  pretenders  to  poetry  has  been 

K  k  a  noised 
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soised  about   Greece^  to  the  disgrace  of  a  learned  niS 
distinguished  art." 


P.  179.  ^ 
Place  de  la  Traduction- 

par  Monsieur  Peltier. 
Jean  N<jrbury,  Docteur,  &c.  &c. 

"  Place  of  Translation. 
John  Norbury,   Doctor  in    Divinity,     Canon   and 
Fellow  of  Eton  College,     Aged  sixty  eight  years.     « 

Stephen  Weston,  Bachelor  in  Divinity ;  an  Abbe, 
a  Traveller,  and  a  maker  of  verses ;  formerly  Rector  of 
a  parish.     Aged  r  i  fty  years. 

Char  Lis  Coote,*  Doaor  in  Divinity,    a  Dean  in 
Ireland.       Aged    fipty-two   years^    according    to    the 
.Register. 

Edward 

P.  S.  J*ai  reque  une  lettre»  &c. 

*  P.  S.  **  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Monsieur  Peltier, 
for  whom  I  entertain  the  highest  cwsiJeratim,  who  has  informed 
me,  that  there  is  a  little  mistake  concerning  Dr.  Coots,  thf 
celebrated  translator.  He  says,  that  Dr.  Coote  was  not  an 
Irish  Dean,  (and  consequently  a  great  Theologian,)  bat  a 
Doctor  in  the  Civil  Law  in  England,  deefilj  'versed  in  the  Gredi 
grammar.  Mr.  Peltier,  with  a  zeal  for  truth  of  the  most 
edifying  nature,  and  with  great  devotion  of  mind,  has  requested 
roe  to'^sorrect  Che  Regiuer  and  the  Poetry  in  this  particular; 
and  has  also  signified  to  me,  that  the  Ker,  Mr.  Nakss,  a 
▼ery  amiable  author  in  his  way,  and  editor  of  the  periodical 
Work  called  The  British  Critic,  was  very  eager  and  soficitous 
on  the  same  accdiinC.  Unfortunately,  it  is  wholly  out  of  my 
power  to  oblige  them ;  and  I  returned  an  answer  with  great 
frankness;  **  My  dear  Peltier,  when  once  a  doctor's  head  b 
••  oflF,  what  can  be  done?"    (Nov,  1797.) 
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Edward  T£W,     Bachelor  in  Divinity,    Canon  and 
yFcUow  of  Eton  College.    Aged  fifty  seven  years. 

Guillotined  after  the  Greek  fashion^  2gth  of  F/oreal; 

gth  day  of  the  Decade,  1796. 
Extract  from  the  Registerqf  TnzLiTEKAKit  GviLLOTii^E. 

N.  B.   They  ascended  the  scaffold  with  great  resolution ; 
«/  a  quarter  past  ten  in  the  morning  their  heads  felL 

Extract  from  the  Report  made  to  the  Council  of 
Ancients,  by  the  Executive  Minister  of  Litcrar}'  Justice." 


P. 180. 

ApXBTit    SlXsXlXdCl,     &C* 

^  Ye  Sicilian  Muses,  begin  the  strain  of  woe." 


P.  188, 
Je  irouve  dans  le,  &c. 

"  I  find  in  Elmsley,  the  bookseller,  an  adviser  of  much 
wisdom,  knowledge,  and  discretion." 


P.  183. 

Eo-TiV  «  TO  ovuaHV,    &C. 

"  An  oath  is  not  sublime  of  itself;  but  thq  place,  the 
manner,  the  occasion,  and  the  circumstances  of  introducing 
it,  make  it  so." 


P.  186. 
Aoz,ajv  es",   &c. 

*•  Into  all  the  meandrings  of  verbal  obliquiry." 

K  k  3  P.  i86. 
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'Eroupx  Xfva-Mf  &c. 

<^  If  a  courtezan  wears  ornaments  of  gold,  let  tliem  be 

confiscated,  or  lei  her  person  be  public."^ 


P.  187. 
MiQ^E  ra  Kvvpia^  &c. 

"  The  Cyprian  verses  are  not  marked  with  the  accent  on 
the  ante-penukima." 

P.  187. 
£x  llbris  deprebendi,  &c. 
'•  From  his  writings  I  discovered  him  tb  be  a  nan  of  a 
glowing  genius,  extensive  reading,  and  comprehensive 
memory;  but  in  general  more  copious,  than  choice;  and 
his  style  and  phraseology  rather  confused,  than  clear  and 
chastised." 


P.  188. 
Figuram  animi,  &c; 
'*  Let  them  rather  present  us  with  the  featurri  of  his 
mind  than  of  his  body." 

P.  189. 
Si  tibi  Mistillus,  &c. 
"  If  your  Cook's  name  is  Mystyllus^-vihy  may  I  not  call 
>imalsorarfl^W/a."* 

P.  191. 

"^  The  construction  depends  upon  the  mode  of  placing  tbe 
accent  on  the  word  Jajpto<yia. 

♦  The  words  Mystyllus  and  VajraCalla^  arc  a  play  upon  two 
Greek  words,  which  cannot  be  exphnned  in  English. 
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P.  191. 

Plcno  jure — and  usufructuario. 

Not  of  absolute  right,  but  only  t  usufructuary. 


P.  192. 
/  Supera  ut  coBvexa  revisant^  &c.  X 

••  That  they  may  revisit  the  superior'  regions,  and  again 
manifest  an  inclination  to  return  to  their  corporeal^  visible 
Jbrms.** 

P.  192. 

Tvi    WVy    XCU    (TOl'f    &C« 

"  Take  this  reward  as  a  prize,  thou  venerable  old  man^ 
and  preserve  it  for  a  memorial  of  thy  skill." 


P.  192. 
Melioribus  olim  auspiciis. 

*'  Once  under  more  favourable  expectations.'* 


P.  194. 
Hoc  Juvenem  egregium,  &c. 
**  I  present  the  illustrious  youth  with  this  distinguished 
mark. of  my  regard,  and  of  his  merit.*' 


P.  194^ 
+  Terms  in  the  Roman  law, 

X  This  was  an  Eton  allpsionto  Dr.  Norbiiry's  series  of  old 
clothes,  re-appearing,  after  having  been  locked  up  for  many 
months.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  translate  the  spirit  of  it  in 
English. 

Kk4 
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'Ore  ysy ova  AvnpiScc* 

*^  When  I  became  a  man,  I  pnt  away  childish  thiags/' 


P.  195- 
Sic  liceat,  Ac. 

•*  In  this  mannet  we  may  attempt  to  fiU  up  the  measure  of 
Grecian  literature." 


p.  195. 

Tunc  cum  ad  canitiem,  &c. 

**  What  ?  when  the  hair  is  absolutely  grey  with  years- 
do  you  ask  me  to  overlook  such  folly? — No;  no;  no;." 


P. 199. 
Spiritus  intus  alit ;  &c. 
''  The  spirit   feeds  it  within  ;  and  the  soul,  by  infusion 
into  every  member,   agitates  the  mass,    and  blends  itKlf 
intimately  with  the  whole  body." 


P.  200. 

Dixerat  Anchises ;  &c. 
**  Anchises  finished  his  speech,  and  led  his  son  i£neas  and 
the  Sibyll  into  the  midst  of  the  Convention  and  the  buzzing 
crowd.  He  then  chose  a  rising  ground,  that  he  might 
observe  the  whole  company  as  they  came  successively  in 
review  before  him,  and  mark  with  discrimination  their 
countenances  as  they  passed  by," 


P.  202. 
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Decernunt  quodcunque,  &c. 
They  do  what  they  will  with  our  whole  body.' 


P.  202. 

Per  Solis  radios,  &c. 

«*  They  swear  by  '  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  by  thf 
thunderbolts  of  their  Tarpeian  Jove;  nay,  by  cveiy 
instrum«nt  of  warfare  in  the  celestial  regions," 


P.  203. 

Ejectos  littore,  &c. 

"  I  received^  them  outcasts  from  their  own  coasts,    ia 

€xile,  and  in  poverty;  and  in  an  hour  of  madness,  fojly, 

or  inconsiderateness,    I  almost   incorporated  ihtm   in  tho 

kingdom." 

P.  207. 
Haec  limina  Vjctor,  &c 
"  Through  this  threshold  the  Conqueror  Alcides  passei** 


P. 210. 
Tanquam  portum,  &c. 
"  The  haven,   as  it  were,  and  the  sabbath  of   all  the 
contemplations  of  man." 

P.  210. 
Te  quoque  dignum,  &c. 

**  Render  yourself  worthy  of  the  Deity.'* 

P.  214. 
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P.  2144 

Vineta  caedit  uaa* 

«* .  He  prunes  his  own  vineyards.'* 

P.  215. 
Ad  terras  comitata  cadenten,  &c. 

**  Let  the  trace  of  the  avenging  lightning  which  accon* 
panied  him  in  his  fall  to  earth,  now  mark  the  very  walls." 


P.  219. 
In  nostros  fabricata  est,  &c. 

^  The  machine  is  raised  to  batter  down  our  own*walls.^ 


P.  220. 
Naturai 
\  Perturbatur  ibi,  &c. 

"  'fhe  whole  body  and  frame  of  Nature  Is  thus  thrown  into 
confusion  and  disturbance,  and  every  principle  is  made  to 
change  its  position.'* 


P.  122. 
Kin  yxp  iMi  oxoro^  aywM;  iirarrxt  &C« 

**  In  my  opinion,  the  whole  of  their  systems  present  t*  us 
nothing  but  the  gross  darkness  of  ignorance',  and  the  blackness 
of  deceit,  with  errors  wide  and  in&nite ;  nothing  but  mere 
fancies,  and  crude  conceptions,  and  ignorance  which  sets  atl 
comprehension  at  defiance.  I  have  therefore  submitted  to 
examine  them,  from  a  desire  to  point  out  the  contradictions 
which  prevail  in  their  writings,  and  to  shew  the  world  that 
they  only  lead  to  discussions  incapable  ekher  of  limit  or  of 
definition ;  and  further  to  convince  men,  that  the  end  and 

result 
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result  of  them  all  is  unsatisfactory  and  productive  of  no 
advantage  whatsoever;  without  any  support  from  matter  of 
fact,  or  from  the  evidence  of  reason.'* 


P.  222. 
r£VO/X£VO;    £V,    &C. 

**  Being  ia  an  agony  he  prayed  more  earnestly." 

P.  223. 
Notis  et  Conunentariis,  &c. 
"  With  the  unceasing  perpetual  notes  and  commentarief 
of  Doctor  Guillotine** 


P*  223. 
A  man  of  supreme  eminence.'' 


P.  224. 
Melliti  verborum  globulu 
**  The  hoqpyed  globules  of  language.'* 

P.  224. 
Ut  magis  sit  basce,  &c. 
*'  It  is  far  easier  to  comprehend  the  doctrine  of  the  rising 
and  setting  of  the  stars,  than  to  understand  these  strange 
contortions  and  excentricities  of  speech. 

P.  224. 
At%^**?  sxovTer,  &c. 
*'  Holding  lights  in  their  hands,  and  trilling  out  melodies, 
and  verses  •*  between  ancient  and  modern."* 

P.  224. 

*  It  is  impossible  to  render  the  original  Greek  word  m 
English,  which  is  compounded  ludicrously.  An  cxplaoatHMi 
coold  «erve  no  purpose  whatsoever. 


P.  224. 
Salva  res  est,  &c. 
'*  The  matter  is  all  safe ;  he  ?ctually  is  setting  up  for  a 
philosopher ;  pray  what  was  his  name  ?  ♦  a  «m  *      •  -  -  /'' 

P.  235. 
Convcnisse  Neptuno,  Sec, 
"  It  was  suitable  to  the  maj^'siy  oT  X^ptiinr.   i:m    iho 
offspring  of  his  godship  .thouKI  acqu.'re  a  more  airpfe  I.rm, 
the  time  of  his  gestiition  Ltiiig  protiaciL-:.  ' 


p    — >  - 
««  for  the  embraces  of  tlie  immoiuls  are  not  ineffectual.'* 


P.  226. 

««  In  rich  and  good  soils  they  thin  and  lop  the  com  white 
it  is  growing,  to  prevent  its  being  rank  and  luxuriant." 


P.  227. 
In  nullum  reipublicae,  &c. 
**  He  became  celebrated  for  an  affected  style,  and  ambifllbi» 
wordiness^  without  any  advantage  whauoever  to  the  state." 


O*  (^v(TiKos  ?.(ryos,  &C. 
**  The  sound  doctrines  of  natural  philosophy  produce  a 
secure  and  well-grounded  piety  attended  wuh  good  hope, 
instead  of  a  fearful  and  consuming  superstition." 

P.  23^ 

*  The  name  in  the  original  Latin  cannot  be  traoslated  with 
any  itfcrct,  for  the  reason  given  in  the  latt  remark  6n 
Aristophanes. 


P.  232. 
Sint  hie  etiam,  &c. 
**  Let  merit  ever  here  obtain  it's  reward." 


Musarum  spondet,  &c. 

**  The  whole  Pierian    choir    and   the  Roman  Phc^biu 
bimself  answer  for  him." 


P.  236. 
Huic  Musae  indulgent,  &c. 

"  To  him.  every  Muse  is  propitiout,  and  Apollo'  claimt 
him  for  his  own," 


'OS*  t'  Hh>  Ti^iy^v^T};,  &c. 
**  Those  regions  ^here  Aurora  has  fixed  her  palace,  ami 
holds  her  festal  solemnities,  and  whence  the  Sua  himseif 
•*  begins  his  state."* 

*  An  expression  from  the  Allcj^ro  of  MUton. 
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A  TRANSLATION 

OF  THK 

PASSAGES  CITED  IN  THE  PREFACE  AND  NOTES 

TO   THE 

FOURTH  DIALOGUE 

OF   THE 

PURSUITS   OF  LITERATURE. 


P. 241. 

**  NqHune,  who  shakes  the  earth,  was  not  idle  in  his 
iibservation,  as  he  was  seated  on  the  loftiest  summil  of  the 
wood-crowned  Sanios,  lost  in  wonder  at  the  contest  and  the 
war.  From  that  eminence  appeared  all  Id;2,  with  the  city  of 
Priam,  and  the  ships  of  the  Grecians.  He  then  descended 
from  the  craggy  mountain.  Three  steps  he  advanced  in  his 
march,  and  at  thejourth  he  reached  his  destination  at  i£gx ; 
where  his  imperial  palace,  emblazed  with  gold  and  gems, 
was  erected  in  the  depths  of  the  abyss,  unperishable,  enduring 
far  ever." 


P.  243. 
L*ombra  sua  torna,  &c. 

^  His  shade,  which  had  left  us  for  a  season^  is  now  om 
fais  return.'' 

P.a47- 
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P.  «47. 
O  proceres,  censore,  &c. 
^*  O  ye  cluefs  of  the  land,  does  this  require  a  censor  tg 
punish  it,  or  an  augur  to  explain  the  prodigy  7  Do  ye  cali 
loT  the  arm  of  the  law,  or  the  lustration  of  religion  ?** 


^.  249. 
H/xEir,  CIS- lepa  xai  To^i,  &C. 
••  In  this  our  country  we  have  our  religious  rites,  and  the' 
sepulchres  of  our  forefathers.  Here  we  enjoy  the  freedom 
of  intercourse,  society,  and  conversation;  the  blessings  of 
lawful  marriage,  relations,  and  children,  and  the  charities 
of  life.  All  these  we  enjoy  in  common  with  you ;  and  from 
these  obligations  we  hold  ounelves  worthy  of  your  trust  and 
confidence." 


P.  250. 
At  vos  Trojugenx  vobis  ignoscitis,  &c. 

"  But  ye,  who  boast  yourself  of  Trojan  ancestry,  fin4 
excuses  for  one  another ;  and  such  actions,  as  would  disgrace 
ihe  meanest  mechanic,  are  esteemed  honourable  in  men  of 
tank  and  dignity." 

P.  253. 
Tanquam  in  pistrinum,  &c. 

'*  He  seems  to  be  confined,  and  shut  up  as  in  9  kind  of 
ncprkbouse." 


P.  255. 

Quales  et  quantos  viros ! 

**  Men  indeed  of  eminence  and  of  high  attaixlments/' 


P- 1155. 
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P.  255- 
Idoneus  quidem  mea  sententii,  &c. 
^  In  my  opinio^  a  competent  judge,  for  he  was  acciu- 
UitDcd  to  bear  him  speak  often,  and  he  did  not  publish  his 
sentiments  on  his  works  till  the  orator  himself  was  no 
more.  From  this  circumstance  there  is  no  reason  to  think 
that  he  has  gone  beyond  the  truth  from  the  partiality  of 
friendship." 

P.  255. 

To  yxp  y^zs  e<JTi  dxwyrcjy, 

"  For  this  is  the  tribute  which  we  pay  to  the  departed/' 

P.  259. 
Si  trapassammo  per,  &c. 

**  Thus  with  slow  and  wandering  steps  we  passed  through 
tie  palpable  obscure,  through  the  solid  temperament  of 
darkness,  mixed  with  drizzling  rain.  Our  talk  was  of  the 
life  to  come," 

P.  258. 
Episcopatus  non  est,  &jc» 

"  The  office  of  a  Bishop  was  not  devised  merely  to  pass 
itway  life,  but  it  is  an  office  of  duty,  labour,  and  attention." 


P.  259. 

*Ol    5d  TOkSs  /X6T40VT65  T0¥  TpOTOV,    &C. 

"  They,  who  have  thus  fashioned  their  manners,  godlike 
Beings,  carried  up  by  devout  aspirations  to  the  heavenly 
regions,  superintend  the  lives  of  all  around  them.  They  are 
set  apart  and  sanctified  unto  God  Himself,  who  is  above 
^11,  for  the   sake  of  the  whole  human  race;    by  a  spirit 
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gnd  disposition  purified  from  every  stain,  by  the  unerring 
doctrines  of  true  and  unfeigned  piety,  and  by  words  and 
works  according  unto  righteousness.  By  these  and  such 
actions  they  offer  up  a  species  of  propitiation  to  the  Deity 
for  themselves,  and  for  those  of  the  same  common  nature^ 
and  eompleat  their  hallowed  ministry  in  full  consumm^k- 
tion/' 


P.  259. 
Saltem  daretur,  &c. . 
**  May  the  evening  of  piy  life  pass  in  tranquillity,  antjl 
4n  the  study  of  the  sacred  Scriptures." 


P.  260. 
Quibus  occupatus,  &c. 

*'  The  mind  busied  and  beset  with  (political)  considera* 
tionsi  finds  but  few  intervals  for  polite  literature." 


P.  261. 
Corpora  lentc  augescunt,  &c 

**  Bodies  are  slow  of  growth,  but  their  dissolution  is 
rapid." 

P.  261. 
Que  ma  vue  a  Colbert  inspiroit  Tallegresse." 

'*,My  presence    gave    chearfulness  to  the  minister." 
(Colbert). 


I  • 


P.  262, 

^  Boileau  is  speaking  of  the  great  Colbert,  and  of  the  Princes 
of  the  blood,  and  high  Nobles  who  honoured  Mm  with  t^jeir 
friendship.  Such  times  are  now  passed  for  ever  in  Francei  and 
perhaps  in  England. 

LI 
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P,262. 

Trunco,  non  frondibus,  &c. 
••  The  age  J  tree  casts  a  shadow  with  its  trunk,  not  with 
its  foliage." 

P.  263. 

**  To  manage  metaphors  with  discretion,  is  the  mark  of 
a  just  and  coruprehcnsive  mind." 


P.  263. 
Tfc-y  MfTfitfc/wv  £f?oxi/x8^i,   Sec. 
"  The  metaphors  which  are  drawn  from  analogy,  gene- 
rally meet  with  the  greatest  approbation.'' 

.  P.  263. 
Tr,y  fjLiv  airixv  evif  e^QiiTfr,  &C. 

**  They  endeavoured  to  impute  to  them  the  charge  of 
Jicing  enemies  to  the  people.  Some  were  destroyed  from 
private  malice,  and  others  because  they  were  the  creditors 
of  their  murderers.*' 


P.  264. 
*Oi  £V  TJfciJ  «"o^£(nv  ar^ocTavrtr,  &c. 

*•  The  chiefs  of  the  factions  had  each  of  them  a  specious 
«ame  and  pretext.  Some  held  forth  a  political  equality 
among  the  citizens,  and  some,  a  plan  of  a  more  temperate 
aristocracy.  Their  fpeeches  had  a  reference  to  the  com- 
mon prize  of  contest,  power  and  sovereignty;  and  every 
art  was  used  by  the  antagonists  to  defeat  each  other.  Hav- 
ing  obtained  their  ends  either  by  unjust  sentences,  or  by 
acts  of  violence,  they  were  prepared  to  fill  up  the  measure 
of  their  crimes  »nd  iniquity.** 

P.  265, 


II 
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\ 
P.  265. 

ATCpoa-tKrcji/  BpejrofVf  &c* 

The  rage  after  desires  bard  to  be  attainted,  is  increased 
by  the  difficulty." 

P.  265. 

Tristis  FELICIBUS  UMBRIS,    &C. 

**  The  shades  of  the  happy  spirits  in  Elysium  had  a  gloom 
on  their  appearance.  I  saw  the  Decii,  the  parent  and  the 
son,  souls  which  inight  well  expiate  the  guilt  of  war;  ai^d 
Camillus  himself  in  tears.  Catiline  stands  in  frantic 
exultation  with  his  chains  burst  and  broken  asunder,  and 
by  him  the  Marii,  terrible  of  aspect,  and  the  bare,  naked 
Cethegi.  I  saw  the  Drusi,  names  of  popular  celebrity^ 
Tribunes  extravagant  in  their  proposals  of  laws  and  decrees; 
and  the  Gracchi,  gigantic  in  their  enterprises.  Bound  in 
the  dungeons  of  Pluto,  they  rattled  their  adamantine  iron 
chains  in  sign  of  applause;  and  the  guilty  inhabitants  of 
Tartarus  seemed  to  claim  for  themselves  the  mansions  of 
the  just  and  good."  ' 


P.  267. 
Aspice  Gentem,  &c. 

"  Look  upon  the  Nation,   and  your  own  Romans,  call 
from  thence  the  genuine  Race  of  Latium,  not  Nobles 
.  from  Byzantium,  and  Citizens  from  Gi;eece.'* 


P.  268. 
**  Fare  ogni  cosa  di  novo  in  quello  stato;   &c« 

*'  To  create  all  things  anew  in  that  state ;  to  make  new 
offices  of  government  with  new  names,  with  new  authority, 
with  new  men  ;  to  make  the  poor  rich  ;  to  dismantle  ancient 

L  1  2  cities  ; 
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cities;  to  transport  the  inhabitants  of  one  place  to  another; 
and  briefly,  to  leave  no  one  thing,  nor  condition  of  life 
untouched,  and  not  to  suffer  the  existence  of  any  one  species 
of  rank,  or  order,  or  state,  or  possession,  without  an 
acknowledgement  of  your  having  granted  it,  and  thai  the 
occupier  holds  it  of  you." 


P.  270. 
Nisi  Bcllutn  Gallicum  exoriatur. 

Except  in  the  case  of  a  Gallic  war.'* 


p.  270. 

••  Moreover  the  country  itself,  from  its  vicinity,  and  the 
ancient  renown  and  valour  of  the  Gauh^  was  an  object  of 
considerable  tefror  to  the  Romans  who  were  about  to  under- 
take a  war  so  near  home,  and  upon  their  own  borders ;  and 
in  particular,  as  the  Gauls  had  once  taken  their  city.  On 
this  account  they  made  a  special  law,  that  the  priests  should 
enjoy  an  exemption  from  all  mi-litary  service,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  Gallic  war.  The,  very  preparation  itself  proved 
nS^e  nature  of  their  apprehension  :  for  it  is  not  recorded, 
-that  the  Romans  ever  had  so  many  myriads  in  arms  at  one 
lime,  either  before  or  since  that  period.*' 


P.  270. 

Uf  oportit,  Bello  Gallico,  &c. 

•*  There  is  not  a  man,  worthy  of  being  a  Roman  citizen, 

vrho  would  think  of  availing  himself  of  any  indulgence,  or 

.exemption   from  service,  in  the  time '  oi    a   Gallic  war, 

according  to  the  laws  and  cU|toms  of  aur  ancestors.'* 

N.B.  TI»e 
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N.  B.  The  object  of  that  oration  of  Cicero  was  to  inculcate 
this  doctrine;  "  pallis  fidem  non  habendam,  hominibus 
••.levibn5,  pcrfiJis,  et  in  ipsos  Deos  immortales  impiis  f  * 
i.  c.  "  That  no  trust  or  confidence  whatsoever  should  be 
•*  placed  in  the  Gauls,  a  nation  fickle,  perfidious,  without 
*^  faith,  and  impious  against  the  Gods  themselves.*' 


P.  271. 
Vocem  adyti  dignam  templo. 

♦*  A  voice  from  the  interior  shrine,  worthy  of  the  temple.*' 


P-271. 
Or/T£  Tea/  (r7r£vS6(JXg,  &C»  . 

*'  He  poured  no  libation  from  this  cupi  to  any  of  the 
gods,  save  to  Jove  alone/' 


.p.  271. 
-J  Experi^r,  quid  sacra  juvejit,  &c. 

■*^  1  will  try,  if  the  Sanctuary  can  avail,  or  if  Apollo  be 
decciiful." 


In  sua  templa  furit,  &c. 
*•  The  thunderholt  rages    against  it's  own  temples,  arid 
^without  any  matter  to  obstruct  it,  both  in  it's  fall  and  in  it's 
return,  spreads  devastation  far  and  wide,  and  collects  again 
it's  scattered  fires." 


p.  376. 
Talibus  ex  adyto,  &c. 
*'  In  words  like  these  the  Sibyll  utters  her  tremendous 
oracles  of  dubious  import,  and  sounds  thjC^  forth  from  the 
cavern,  blending  truth  with  obscurity." 

LI  3  P. 276. 
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P.  276. 

Lcs  Merveilles  que  Dieu  ait  faitcs,  &c. 

*•  The  miracles  which  God  has  wrought  for  the  eternal 

salvation  of  Henrietta  of  England.    It  was  necessary  to 

overthrow  a  great  empire  to  restore  her  to  the  bosom  of 

the  Church.    If  the  laws  of  the  state  are  m  opposition  to 

her  eternal  salvation,  God  will   shake  the  powers  of  that 

state  to  deliver  her  from  those  laws." 


P.  277, 
Me  permettez  vous,  &c. 
**  May  I  be  permitted,  O  God,  to  look  upon  thy  holy 
and  awful  counsels  with  fear  and  trembling?  Are  then  the 
times  of  confusion  not  yet  accomplished  ? 


p.  277. 

"  Nous  souhaitbns  que  V  Angleterre,  &c. 
••  Our  principal  wish  is,  that  EtiCLAND,  too  free  in 
her  belief,  and  too  licentious  in  her.  sentiments,  may  be 
chained  down,  as  we  are,  in  these  happy  bonds,  (i.  e.  of 
the  Catholic  faith,)  which  prevent  the  pride  of  man  from 
wild  and  wandering  thoughts,  and  bring  it  into  the  captivity 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  of  the  Church. 

P.  278. 

Arsp  r.fMsifO;  aXXeoVf  &C. 
"  Sitting  apart  from  the  rest,  on  the  holiest  summit  of 

Olympus." 

^  ■ 

P.  278. 
npos"  TO  aV5*ov  cCXeTTsv. 
*'  He  looked  to  that  which  is  eternal  and  incorruptible.'" 

P.  1180. 


r    535    ] 

p.  280. 

Conditur  omne,  &c. 

•*  All  the  company  of  the  stars  are  veiled^  and  the  con- 
stellations pass  away  without  a  name." 


P.  281. 

Ttl  fJLVJ  ^fJi-^BipigC  TToXSjKtXOf,    &C« 

"  He  was  an  experienced  warrior,  and  his  nature  inclined 
him  to  military  pursuits.  But  as  to  the  other  habits  of  his 
life,  he  was  temperate  and  collected,  of  a  philanthropic 
disposition,  and  so  attached  to  Greek  literature  and  Greek 
writing,  as  to  make  the  professors  of  them  the  objects  of  his 
praise,  and  even  of  his  veneration." 


P.  282. 
Aux  Saumaises  futurs,  &c. 
To  prepare  tortures  for  the  Salmasius's  of  a  future  age." 


P.  284. 
Prima  vel  voce  Canenti.V  &c- 
"  They  yield   to  the  first  notes  of  the  enchanter,  and 
tremble  to  hear  the  second  invocation/' 


P.  285. 
Credidi,  propter  quod  locutus  sum. 
•*  I  believed,  and  therefore  have  1  spoken/* 


P.  286. 
Excquialc  sacrum,  &c. 
"  The  funereal  dirge,  and  the  strain  which  appeases  tfit 
minor  shades.'* 

L 1  4       ■  P.  aS.j- 
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P.  &B9. 

OvK  tiovy^pf^  &C. 
**  \U  could  not  rest ;  but  nourished,  as  he  was,  with  the 
laurel  of  Apollo,  he  poured  forth  his  oracuUr  strains.** 


P.  291. 
Hie  Cimbros  et  sumraa,  &c« 
"  He  sustained  the  attacks  of  the  Cimbri,  and  met  the 
last  extremities  of  the  state,  and  by  his  single  prowess 
supported  the  city  during  its  terrors." 


P.  292. 
TavTA  Tcavroi  XoyKT/xoi  XaCo/v,  &c* 
*' Such  a  man,  taking  all  th^se  things  into  his  consideration, 
living  in  quietness  and  tranquillity,  (like  one  who  ukes 
shelter  when  the  storm  is  ragipg,)  occupied  wholly  in  his 
own  concerns,  and  seeing  the  world  around  him  filled  with 
all  manner  of  iniquity,  is  contented  to  pass  the  time 
of  his  sojourning  here  in  peace  ;  pure  himself  from  all 
un^righteousness  and  the  works  of  unholiness,  and  with  calm 
confidence  expects  his  dismission  and  departure  in  all  the 
fulness  of  hope." 

P.  294. 
Tix  pXoVf  &c. 

•*  Tlieir    own    son,    sporting    among    the    immorta] 
powers." 

P.  296. 
Questi  erano  gli  scherzi,  &c. 
"  These  were  only  the  sportive  fancies  of  a  poetical  pen, 
not  the  serious  opinions  of  a  catholic  mind« 

P.  297. 


[    537    3 

P.  297, 

fPANTH  ro^<po/»y,  &c. 

**  Granta  has  produced  a  son,  bold  and  in  compleat 
armour. 


P.  297. 

KaXa  xat  ^t  QiSas^  &€• 

••  The  strains  of  thy  lyre  are  deep  and  various ;  thy 
march  is  noble  and  sublime,  and  splendour  surrounds  thee 
in  thy  progress.  What  excellence  of  thine  shall  I  then  select, 
ivhoart  every  way  worthy  of  honour  and  commendation? 
Thou  hast  discovered  the  remedy  against  death,  and  the 
support  of  old  age.  All  hail  I  perchance  in  some  future 
song  I  may  again  remember  thee." 


P.  298. 
Les  Romains  eurent  aussi,  &c. 

**  The  Romans  had  also  their  allegories  upon  the  double 
Sun  in  its  succession  at  different  times  of  the' year.  They 
applied  them  to  their  Ranus  and  Romulus.  •  The  names  are 
allegorical,  and  all  of  them  relate  to  the  year. 


P.  299.^  « 

lis  en  firent  la  fete,  &c. 

They  changed  the  festival  of  the  JLemures  Into  Remures.^* 


P.  299. 
Nous  avons  vu  dans,  &c. 
We  have  seen  in  the  preceding  chapter,  that  Romulus  was 
THE  SUK ;  that  every  argument  proved  it  !*' 

The 
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The  proof  is  this.    •*  Lc  nom  dc  sa  mere,  &c. 
•*  The  name  of  his  mother,  that  of  his  father,  his  brother, 
ihc  death  of  his  brother  (Remus),  his  own  name,  &c. 


P.  299. 
Ce  qu'  exprimoient  a  cet  egard,  fcc. 

••  What  the  Greeks  meant  to  express  by  the  Apotheosis 
of  Hercules,  the  Romans  expressed  by  the  Apotheosis  of 
iheir  Roipulus,'* 


P.  299. 

Quirinns  (nom  de  Romulus)  la,  &c. 

"  Quirinus    (a  name  of   Romulus\    being  the   literal 

translation  of  Melcarthe^  or  Mclicerta^  among  the  Tynans, 

15  ANOTHER  PROOF,  that  they  considered  RprntUus  AS 

THE  SUN.'" 

p.  299. 

Deliramenta  doctrinal. 
**  The  wild  speculations  of  learned  men," 


P.  300. 
Si  Captivos  aspiceres^  &c. 
"  If  you  regard  the  captive  nations,  behold  the  Molossi, 
the  inhabitants  of  Thessaly,  and  Macedonia,  the  Bruttians 
•fid  those  of  Apulia ;  if  you  consider  the  splendid  ornaments 
of  other  countries,  look  at  the  gold,  the  purple,  the  statues^ 
the  pictures,  and  all  the  luxuries  of  Tarentum**' 


P.  302. 
Negatas  artifcx  scqui  voces. 
*•  He  attempts  to  express  the  language  which  nature  has 
denied  him." 

P.  302. 
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P.  302. 

Attaquer  Chapclaiti  ?  ah,  c'est,  &€• 

^  What  ?  attack  poor  Chapelain  ?  oh,'  no ;  he  is  such  a 
very  good  sort  of  man.  To  be  sure,  if  he  had  taken  my 
advice,  he  would  never  have  made  verses:  he  absolutely 
exhausts  and  kills  himself  viith  rhyming.  Why  does  he  not 
'  write  prose  ?— This  is  what  the  world  in  general  «ays  of 
hira;  and  do  I  say  any  thing  else? 


P-  303-       i 
£t  quidnam  egregium,  &c.  . : 

"  What  honour  can    result   from  the  destruction  of 
building  raised  hy  so  puny  a  lyre  ?'* 


P.  3P4. 
Ego  si  risi,  &c* 
**  If  I  indulge  myself  in  a  smile  at  such  trifling  follies, 
must  I  of  necessity  be  an  envious  and  malicious  tempered 
man?  Surely  not.*' 


P-  304-  . 
Munus  Apolline  dignum, 

"  An  offering  worthy  of  Apollo.' 


P.  304. 
Ciiticus,  assuetus  urere,  secare,  &c. 

•*  A  mere  critic,  whose  whole  business  is  to  torture,  hack, 
and  abuse  without  mercy,  every  book  of  every  description  ; 
tp  stab,  or  reduce  with  bis  pen,  all  commas,  syllables,  points, 

words. 
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words,  and  sentences ;  will  not  such  a  man 'withhold  hit 
unrelenting  talons  from  attempting  to  destroy  the  good 
order  aqd  government  of  such  a  kingdom  as  this  V* 


P,305. 
n-nX-jv  TO  (Asyx,  &c. 

*'  The  principal  feather  of  the  vain^glorions  bird  ii 
|>IucLed  and  fallen." 

f .  309. 
Tlaa-xv  Iloirmxior,  &c. 

•*  The  very  form,  substance,  and  image  of  Ppetryioall 
its  brightness." 

P.  309. 

*Or«v  8v9«^ia§aiv,  &c, 

♦•  When   feeling  the  power  of  enthusiasm,   and  fully 

subdued  by  the  influence  of  the  Muses»  he  calls  forth  into 

action   all   the   primal,    original, .  and  divide  energies  of 

poetry." 

P.  310. 
Tr,v  Tft/v  riot9ira;v,  &C. 

"  The  cnthusiasip  of  poets,  when  it  is  roused  and  set  in 
motion,  and  communicates  the  impulse  to  others  ;  when  it 
receives  it*s  fulness  from  above,  and  diffuses  to  all  around  tbf 
light  imparted  from  heaven," 


P.  310. 
K>.r!i(^oj  hl^coc;  ^ww,  &c. 
**  I  rail  upon  the  Muses  to  send  forth  their  united  voice?, 
full  and  symphonious,  in  all  the  varied  power  of  harmony; 

such 


such  as  they  are  recorded  to  have  celebrated  in  choral  batlds 
at  the  tomb  of  Achilles,  in  Homeric  strains  and  immorul 
inspiration.  Let  us  therefore^  the  sacred  Pierian  choir,  join 
and  breathe  together  all  the  fulness  of  the  song;  and  I,  Apollo 
xvith  the  clustering  locks,  seated  in  the  midst  of  you,  will 
fnyself  preside." 

**  The  disposition  of  your  son  has  a  strong  impulse  t« 
learning  and  the  sciences.** 


P.  3"- 
Legere  si  desideras,  &c« 

"  If  you  are  desirous  to  read  and  study  works  like  these, 
you  must  be  free  from  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  business^ 
that  your  mind  may  be  at  full  liberty  to  comprehend  the 
force  of  poetry.  As  to  myself,  though  I  was  produced  on 
the  very  mountain  of  the  Muses,  where  the  consecrated 
Mnemosyne,  with  her  nine  offspring,  bore  to  Jove  the 
whole  choir  of  the  arts  ^  though  I  was  born  in  their  very 
school ;  though  1  have  obliterated  from  my  soul  the  very 
traces  of  the  love  of  money  and  possessions;  though  I  have, 
adopted  and  exercised  the  profession,  against  even  the 
appearance  of  success;  yet  it  is  with  reluctance  that  1  am 
received  and  enrolled  in  the  assembly.  I*  may  be  told,  I 
have  undertaken  a  woik  of  weight  and  dignity:  biu,  allied 
as  I  am  to  all  the  literature  of  Greece,  why»  from  indolence 
and  sloth,  should  I  abandon  the  honoui;  of  my  native, 
country  ?*' 


3«2 
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P.  312- 
Ncque  enim  Aoniura,  &c. 

•*  I  wander  not  through  the  Aonian  grove  with  the  steps 
of  a  stranger ;  nor  are  my  brows  now,  for  the  first  time, 
encircled  with  the  fillets  of  the  Muses.'* 


P.  312. 
Helas !  jc  n'ai  point  vti,  &c. 

"  Ahs !  I  have  never  visited  that  abode  of  enchantment, 
riiosc  scenes  of  beauty  and  delight,  where  Virgil  hath  so  often 
sung.  But  I  swear  by  the  poet,  and  by  his  sublime  strains,  that 
I  will  visit  them;  1  will  pass  the  summits  of  the  Apennincf; 
I  will  repair  thither,  full  of  his  great  name,  full  of  his 
consecrated  verses,  and  repeat  them  among  the  ver}"  scenes 
themselves  which  inspired  the  bard." 


p-  317- 

Et  mcae,  si  quid,  &c. 

•*  And,  if  any  opinion  of  mine  is  worthy  of  attention,  I 
vill  give  it  freely  in  his  favour." 


p.  V7' 

Sic  genimas  vaginae,  &c. 

"  In  this  manner  did  yEneas  place  the  gems  of  honour  in 
the  very  front  of  the  scabbard." 


P.  318. 

«  2reVT5Ci    etffJi/XeVi^,    &C. 

**  Like  Stentor,  wiuh  a  heart  of  courage,  and  a  voice  of 
brass,  whose  speech  was  equal  to  that  olfjty  men  united." 

P.  3»8. 
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.  P.  3i8. 
Vicinas  alii  Veneres,  &c. 
*'  Let  others  celebrate  in  song  the  charms  of  many  ^ 
neighbouring  Venus,  and  the  dances  where  the  Grace* 
preside;  it  is  our  province  to  record  the  austere  doctrines 
and  decrees  of  truth.  The  chords  of  our  lyre  sound  in 
deeper  and  more  solemn  tones." 


P-319- 

*0<9v  h  rof  VoXXftn'^s',  &c. 

**  How  is  the  branch  of  Apollo's  own  laurel  shaken! 
how  is  the  whole  temple  convulsed !  Hence,  avaunt,  ye 
profane.  Apollo  himself  approaches  ;  and  the  sound  of  hij 
steps  in  the  threshold  is  propitious !" 


P.  319. 
De  lodice  paranda,  &c. 

"  A  house-wife  doctor,  or  schoohnastcr." 


P.  321. 

O  nondum  cognita  divum,  &c.' 

*•  O  ye  gifts  of  the  gods  not  yet  fully  understood !    All- 

Ixail,  Frugality,  tliou  who  art  guardian  and  friend  of  virtue 

and  modesty,  the  curb  of  luxur)',  and  the  tutelar  genius  of 

Jifc  itself!" 


P-  323- 
In  qua  Ego  nactus,  ut  mihi  vidcbar,  &c. 

"  Being,  as  I  thought,  in  possession  of  the  vantage  ground, 
with  the  opportunity  of  cutting  down,  or  of  cuibing  the 
headstrong  impetuosity  of  youth,  I  was  earnest  in  my 
endeavour,  and  exerted  every  faeuhy  of  my  courage  and 

understanding, 
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understanding,  not  from  a  dislike  or  hatred  to  anyone,  biit 
from  an  hpnest  hope  of  correcting  the  errors*  and  healing 
the  disorders  of  the  state.  The  Republic  is  sorely  smiaen 
and  ^fQicted  I 


P.  324, 
Salve,  magna  parens,  &c. 

**  Hail  to  thee,  Eton,  Thou   great  nursing   mother  of 
learning  and  of  men  I" 

P.  324. 
Mussat  tacito,  &c. 
^»  Learning  is  struck  dumb  with  apprehension." 


P-325- 
Academia  degli  Arcadi,  &c. 

*^   An  academy  of    Arcadians  and   Italian    Buffoi  or 
comedians." 


P.  326. 
Uni  quippe  vacat>  &c. 

*^  I  have  leisure,  without  prejudice  or  partiality,  to  drop  i 
tear  on  the  degenerate  race  and  kindred  of  Newton." 


P.  326. 
Stupet  aere  primo,  &c. 

'*  Achilles  stands  astonished  as  he  first  breathes  that  air. 
He  asks,  what  places  are  tl»ese?  what  waves  he  hears? 
where  is  his  beloved  Pelion?  he  finds  all  things  either 
overthrown,  or  altered  and  strange  to  hit  view;  and  he 
even  hesitates  to  acknowledge  his  own  mother.*' 

P.  3«8. 
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P.  3»8. 
Viyo^ .  ExXcxroy»  &c% 

**  A  cho^n    generation,    a  peculiar  people,    a  royal 
prieslhood." 

P.  328. 
Jam  Thebac  juxta,  &c. 

"  The  scenes  of  Thebes  are  not  far  off;  and  the  guiph  ot 
darknes3  is  yawning  before  us." 


P.  332. 
Quis  gremio  Enceladi,  &c. 
*'  Who  confers  the  tribute  of  reward  on  Enceladus  and 
the  learned  Palamon,  in  proportion  to  their  labcfurs  and 
fatigue  of  public  instruction  ?'* 


P-338- 
Status  dicitur  a  standd^  &c. 

<«  The  word  "  state^*  (or  condition  of  life)*  is  derived 
from  "  to  stand/'  because  when  a  man  is  in  possession  of 
one  good  prebend^  we  sayj  kc  stands  well  in  the  world J^^ 


Recorder js  Marescottum  nost;i^n,',&p*.  ;.  :        .- 

"  You  remember  ovr  friend  IVlares^ottijis  p^^d.  to  S9y»  th^t 
he  was  indebted  tp  our  sacred  art  (of  medicine)  ibr.ti|rec 
things,  which  he  never  should  have  enjoyed,  if  he  had 
taken  upon  him  the  order  of,  priesthood,  as  his  parents 
proposed  to  him.  The  advantages  were  these:  a  strong 
.athletic  Iiabit  of  body  to  his  eighty-second  year;  a  hundred 

Mm                           thousand 
*  The  Latin  words  arc  lodigroui.  ' 


thousand  pounds;    and    an    intimate    acquaintance    and 
friendship  with  men  of  rank  and  eminence." 


P-  334- 
Siccat  inaequaleS,  &c* 
'*  The  Priest  is  invited,   but  not  to  an  equality  in  tBc 
glasses/* 
«      ,      .  ■ 

P-  3a4- 

Ipsejcapillato,  .&c. 
"  'My  Lord  himself  drinks  of  the  most  costly  vintage 
matured  by  years  and  good  keeping." 


.  p.  334. 

Lben  cq^a  ccrta,  cbe  Paolo,  &c» 
««  It  is  a  certain  fact,.  tbat.Pope  Paul  the  Fourth,  who 
was  a  man  of  a  great  mind,  and  of  immeasurable  thoughts 
and  designs,  was  convinced  that  he  could  himself  rectify 
all  the  disorders  of  the  state,  by  his  pontifical  authority  alone. 
He  never  conceived  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  any 
prince  in  these  affairs..  It  wak  his  custom,  n«ver  even  to 
converse  with  the  ambassadors,  WKbout  thundering  in  their 
ears,  that  he  himself  was  above  all  Princes  and  Potentates; 
that  he  would  not  suffer  aji^y'orie  of  them  to  live  in  habits  of 
familiarity  with  I^IM;  that  S^fe'ccitild  change  and  dispose  of 
kingdoths ;  ihii  hs  l/iTas  the  direct  ItUtfCe^sor  of  him,  who 
had  cast  dowit -and  dep6sed  kings  aiid  einperors^" 


!  Ubi  Papa,  ibi  Roma !  &cr 

•f  Wherever  the  Pope  resides,  there  is  JKome)  for  erqr 
and  ever,  till  time  shall  be  no  more!" 

P-337t 
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P.  337- 
Crimine  ab  uno,  &c. 
"  From  one  single  offence,  l^arn  the  nature  of  them  all/* 

P-3B7- 
A.  D.  1544*  Merindoliani  et  Caprarienses,  &c. 
"  In  the  year  1544.  the  Merindoliani  and  the  Caprarians, 
&c.  the  poor  existing  remnant  of  the  Afiigenses^  presented 
to  Francis  the  First,  King  of  France,  the  followitig^ Confession 
of  Faith,  which  they  had  received  by  umnfernipted  tradition 
from  their  ancestors,  from  the  year  of  Christ,  1200,  &c.'* 

p-  338. 

Anglia  sic  stabit,  &c. 
''  Sq  shall  England  sund!  so  shall  she  remain  the  lofty 
and  unshaken  citadel  of  Christianity!" 

P-  339- 
Laeta  et  fortia  surguiit,  &c. 

"  The  plants  are  lusty  and  vigorous;    for   the   soil   is 

wholesome  and  Nature  is  working  at  the  root/* 

P.341- 
Jamqiie  videnti,  &c. 
'*  While  he  was  looking  on,  she  stained  his  temples  and 
his  forehead  with  the  crimson  of  the  mulberry." 

.  P-  342- 

O  magna  sacer  et  superhus  imibra. 

**  Hail  to  tliee,  in  awful  concealment,  and  in  conscious 
pride ;  great  is  the  shadow  of  thy  name !" 

N.  B.  Junius's  motto  to  his  Letters  is,  '*  Stat  hominis 
umbra."  Lucan.— •*  There  is  only  ihe  shadoxo  of  the 
itatHe'* 

.  .  M  nju «  P.  34^, 
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P-345- 
Sute  super  vias  antiquas. 

**  Stand  firm  upon  the  old  paths. 


P-345- 
STli  £tVtin9^  cuvaysv  ve^BXaSf  &C. 
**  Having  thus  spoken,  he  gathered  together  the  clouds, 
and  with  the.uident  in  his  grasp,  perturbed  the  Ocean;  he 
roused  up  all  the  blasts  of  all  the  winds  from  every  quarter, 
and  covered  the  earth  and  the  sea  with  clouds,  and  Night 
was  spread  over  the  face  of  heaven !" 

P.346- 
Dicendi  Magistcr,  &c. 

**  PlatOy  at  once  the  master  and  the  example  of  eloquence." 


P-  347- 
Multos  modo  falsa  revisens,  &c. 

**  False  philosophy  has  revisited  the  world  and  deceived 
^any;  but  Learning  shall  reinstate  them  and  fix  their 
ttinds  OB  solid  ground." 


P-  347- 
Cur  npn  omnia  ? 
"  Why  are  they  not  all  so  ?'* 


P-  347- 
Quis  rapiet  ad  se,  &c« 

••  Who  will  be  eagfer  to  appropriate  to  himself  what  h 
expressed  in  a  general  way?" 


p.a47- 
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P.  347- 
Qui  se  fera  connoitre,  &c. 

•*  Who  will  make  himself  known  out  of  season,*  and 
without  necessity?*' 

P-  347- 
Unde  Doctoris  titulo,  &c. 

"  Why  do  they  glory  in  the  title  of  Doctor^  but  to 

instruct  and  teach  others?" 


P.  349. 
Eypa^  alto  Pa;/X9};»  &C. 
••  The  epistle  was  written-  from  Rome,  when  Paul  stood 
before  Caesar  Nero  for  the  second  time/'        '  -^^ 


P-  350. 
Negotium  iEdilibus  dedit,  &c. 

•*  He  gave  it  in  strict  charge  to  the  iCdiles,  not  to  puffer 
any  Roman  who  wore  the  toga  or  gown,  to  remain  in  the 
forum,  except  he  laid  aside  the  Lacerna^  or  Panula.*' 


P-  354- 
Multo  stillaret,  &c. 

When  the  paenula,  or  cloak,  was  dripping  with  the  rain.'- 


P-  35»- 


*  The  Lacerna  was  a  garment  worn  over  the  toga  or  gown^ 
in  bad  weather;  but  chiefly  on  a  journey.  The  old  Scholiast 
on  the  first  satire  of  Persius,  v.  68*  calls  the  Lacerna  and  P»nula 
both|  Pallia.    The  pallium  was  a  long  open  manteau, 

M  m  3 
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P.351. 

«'  In  an  indissoluble  connection  and  agreement  according; 
to  the  rules  of  the  best  reason." 


P-  352- 
O  Vecchi,  ch*  avete,  &c. 

^  O  ye  old  fellows,  who  feel  that  you  hav<  need  of  a 

wife,  &c.  &c.**  School  Jar  Husbands^ 


P-355- 
Longa  est  injuria,  &c« 

**  The  account  of  the  injurious  transaction  is  rather  ]ong^ 
and  the  particulars  of  it  tedious.** 


P-  355- 
O  Fortunati,  quorum,  &c. 

'*  Hail,  fortunate  and  favoured  people,  whose /^^ti^/^j  and 
palaces  are  rising  again  under  such  auspices!" — Such  were 
the  words  of  iEneas,  as  he  was  surveying  the  pinnacles  of 
the  city." 

P.  356. 
Fortunae  majoris,  &c. 

<'  A  man  who  reflects  honour  on  his  distinguished  situation, 
and  opulent  fortune;  of  an  erect  and  independent  spirit." 


P-  357- 
Carbonem  pro  Thesauro.  Prcvcri. 

^  A  coal  instead  of  a  treasure." 


P.  357. 
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P.  357- 
^  Oceano  liberous,  alt* 

Let  us  pour  forth  our  libations  to  the  Ocean/' 


^•357- 
Privatis  majora  foci^. 

Too  expensive  for  a  private  man's  purse; 


P-358. 
D'ou  ce  visage  enfin,  &c. 

**  Whence  is  that  look,  paler  than  a  stock-holder  at  the 

^ight  of  a  decree,  which  cuts  off  a  quarter  of  his  income  f 

Who,  or  what,  has  plunged  you  so  deeply  in  chagrine  and 

melancholy  ?  Is  there  any  edict  in  iorcc/or  the  reformatton 

of  the  kitchen  ?" 

P.  358. 
Prens  moi  le  bon  parti,  &c. 

"  Be  advised,  my  son ;  choose  what  is  useful ;  lay  aside 
all  your  books  and  your  studies.  Be  conversant  in  these 
sublime  sciences ;  fling  away  your  Plato,  and .  take  this 
Guide  to  the  knowledge  of  finance.*' 


P.  360. 
Vita  cedat,  uti  conviva  satur. 

•*  May  he  take  leave  of  life,  as  a  guest  satisfied  with  his 
entertainment." 


p.  361. 

Rendono  un  alto.suon,  &c. 
"  They  send  forth  a  sound  as  loud  and  deep  as  the  Nile, 
when  he    deafens  the  neighbouring    shores    with  all  his 
cataracts. 

M  m  4  P.  362^^ 


P-  362. 
Soyez  plutot  rca^on,  &c« 

"  Belter  be  a  mctliaiiic,  a  builder,  a  mason,  if  such  is 
your  talent,  a  workman  of  characic:  ir.  any  necessary  art 
or  tiaue,  than  an  ordinary  writer,  or  a  common  maker  of 
verses." 


P-  3^3- 

"  He  was  chosen  for  a  certain   transcendent  excellence 
pecuhar  tp  his  naiure." 


p.  364. 

Par  classes  et  par  litres,  &c. 
**  By  divisions  of   subjects,  and  heads  of  sections,  to 
dogmatize  in  verse,  and  rhyme  chapter  by  chapter." 


P.  364. 
Tavra  vijlcjv  ms  iiuvaQBiaSf  &c. 
•*  These  are  the  archetypes,  the  exemplars  of  your  soft 
and  delicate  life;  these  are  the  shameful  and  scandalous 
tenets  of  your  theology;  these  are  the  doctrines  of  your 
fornicating  gods, — As  to  pictures  or  images ;  you  have  the 
little  figures  of  Pan,  and  naked  girls,  and  obscene  protrusions 
in  forms  gross  and  palpable.  Your  very  ears  are  impure; 
your  eyes  have  committed  fornication  ;  your  countenance  is 
adulterous.  Shame  !  shame !  ye  have  done  violence  to  the 
nature  of  man,  and  by  your  corruptions  ye  have  debased  all 
that  is  divine  in  his  composition." 

p.  365. 
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P.  365- 

*<  I  think  this  circumstance  fully  sufficient  to  iQark 
the^ morals  of. the  man;  thi^  alone  clearly  displays  the 
nature  of  the  afiections  and  passions  of  his. mind.  For 
when  a  ma^  stands  in  no  awe  of  the  disgrace  which 
attends  bad  actions,  and  has  no  concern  for  his 
character,  there  is  no  way  of  transgression  in  which  that 
man  may  not  walk.  With  a  countenance  cloathed  ia 
sfaameieasness  and  audacity,  be  easily  and  naturally  pioceeds 
from  one  |)ad  acttoQ  to  the  most  profligate  attempu.'* 


P.  368. 
Transeat  in  exemplum.  * 
<*  May  it  pass  into  an  example/' 


P.  370. 

Perchfe  altrove  non  have,  &c. 

**  (He  does  this,)  because  ke  has  no  other  object  to  engage 

his  attention ;  since  he  is  cut  off  from  every  mode  of  action^ 

and  cannot  di3play  any  other  courage  and  ability  [at  present) 

in  more  arduous  enterprizes." 


Ut  vellem  his  potius,  &c. 
"  Would  to  heaven  he  had  given  up  to  trifles  like  these 
all  the  time  he  devoted  to  savage  and  cruel  purposes." 


P. 372. 
^*  Wrought  up  to  a  high  pitch  of  fury.'* 


373- 
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P-  373- 
Triste  ministerium  I  &o« 

^*  A  melancholy  office !  after  thb  manner  of  their  anctstor.^ 
they  hjcld  the  lighted  torch  to  the  ^neral  pile,  zhA  turned 
aside  their  faces/' 


?•  373- 
$     H  yXjuiraa  9fvfg  &c. 

*'  The  .tongue  is  a  fire;  a-Kjorld  of  iniquity  :  il  defilelS 
the  whole  body,  setteth  on  fire  the  course  of  nitpre,  and 
is  set  on  fire  of  hell ;  it  is  an  unruly  evil,  full  of  deadly 
poison." 

P-378- 
KoXv)  ay»erpof%^  &C% 

"  A  conversation  and  behaviour  honest  before  men.— 
The  meekness  and  mildness  of  wisdom.'* 


P-  374- 
Apvt//x€vo5  nttrs^  &c. 

**  Endeavouring  to  secure  his  own  existence  and  the  retura 
of  his  companions,  but  in  vain :  for  he  coul4  not  secure  his 
friends,  however  anxious  for  their  support." 


P-  374- 

Evci  Tpoirt;  Ufoy,  &c.  \ 

"  Since  he  had  brought  the  sacred  citadel  of  Troy  to 
destruction.'* 

P-374- 


i 
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P-  374- 

*«  He  took  aw^y  at  once  the  powejf  of  the  Senate^    A$  the 
.jnneasures  were  proceeding,  the  words  of  Gracchus  received^ 
still  stronger  confirmation.— The  whole  strength  an4  power 
pf  the  government  narrowly  escaped  an  utter  subversion.'* 


P-374- 
Errare  Gives,  si  turn.  Sec. 

«*  (He  said)  the  citizens  were  under  a  mistake,  if  they 

thought  the  senate  had  now  any  weight  in  the  constitution." 


^       -        p-'375-  : 

Mirantur  taciti,  &c. 

-  *'  They  stsmd  in  silent  astonishment ;  and  wait  for  the 
fall  of  the  yet  dubious  thunderbolt.'* 


P.  376. 

Uu  te,  fortissime  Teucrfim,  &c. 

**  How  willingly  do  I  receive  and  acknowledge  thee,  thou 

bravest,  boldest  of  the  Trojans!    with  what  pleasure  do  I 

call  <o  my  remembrance  the  words,  the  voice,  and  the  spirit 

of  the  great  Ancluses  1" 

P-  377- 
Impudens  liqui,  &c» 

•*  I  wandered  from  my  own  home,  without  a  blush  for 

my  folly." 

P-  377- 
Mutemus  Clypeos,  &c. 

*'  Let  us  change  shields,  and  adapt  the  devices  of  tka 
Greeks  to  our  own." 

P-379- 
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P-  379- 
Hos  mirabantur  AthenaCi  &€• 

««  Athens  looked  wkh  astonishment  at  th6  torrent  of  their 
eloquence,  while  they  wielded  at  will  the  passions  of  the 

full  assembly." 

P.  380. 
'MolXm  Gro(pi(rTiXft;5,   &C. 

•'  With  singular  sophistry  and  arrogant  presuroptioii.*' 


P.  380. 
Art/fs  iLoipas  f t/ffEi,  &c. 
"  A  celestial  animal  having  nothing  of  pride  or  vanity  ia 
•it's  nature,  sent  down  immediately  from   heaven  for  the 
preservation  and  guardianship  of  men  below.'* 


P-38i. 
Apud  Orasciam,  quae  semper,  &c. 

"  In  Greece,  which  was  ever  ambitious  of  the  sovereignty 
in  eloquence,  and  particularly  in  Athens,  the  parent  of  every 
science,  in  which  the  highest  power  and  strength  of  speech 
was  first  cultivated  and  brought  to  perfection ;"  (n^ 
peroration  was  ever  permitted.) 


P.38i. 

Epilogos  illi  mos,  &c. 

On  which  Turnebus  thus  comments  : 
Non  licebat  Athenis,  &c. 

"  The  custom  of  the  city  precluded  him  from  the  use  of 
the  peroration.** 

On 
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On  which  Turnebus  thus  comments : 
**  It  was  not  permitted  to  attempt  to  move  the  passions; 
and  they  denied  an  orator  the  epilogus  or  peroration." 


P. 382. 

••  If  the  city,  O  Athenians,  were  indeed  confessedly 
'  composed  of  slaves,  of  things  made  over  and  bought,  and  not 
of  MEN  who  consider  themselves  worthy  of  the  rule  and 
governance  over  others,  ye  would  scarcely  have  endured  the 
afironts  and  insulting  language  of  this  man,  which  he  is  daily 
pouring  forth  in  the  market  place,  in  the  assemblies,  in  the 
very  tribunal  itself;  stigmatizing  men  better  than  hi n^self, 
and  far  higher  descended,  as  poltroons,  and  slaves^  and  the 
sons  of  slaves." 


P.  383- 
Ilia  se  jactet  in  aula,  &c. 

*'  Let  i£oIus  swagger  in  his  own  Hall  I" 


P-  383- 
Proh  dolor  1  imperium,  &c. 

#     «•  Oh  heavy  report !  to  whom  is  the  empire  of  the  ocean, 
and  the  unrelenting  trident  now  consigned!*' 


P-  384- 
Eunt  tutis  terrarum  crimina,  &c. 
••  The  crimes  of  the  land  are  wafted  with  impunity  on  the 
sea  :  from  the  time  when  the  ship,  loaded  with  the  plund^ 
of  Jason,    first  disturbed  the  rights,  the  repose,   and  the 
majesty  of  the  ocean !" 

P.  355. 
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P.  385. 

Pft/piftijcA/v  ropfiJMTanf  aXaXoeyfAo^t  &c« 

«<  The  war-cry  of  the  Roman  legions  rushing  to  conqaestt 
and  the  shouts  of  the  sedkiousi  surrounded  with  fire  and 
sword,  were  heard  aloud.  There  was  no  mercy  for  agcj 
nor  could  dignity  find  any  respect*  Wasted  and  gaunt  with 
famine,  they  bellowed  forth  their  groans  and  lamentatioos: 
while  all  the  Peraea  and  the  neighbouring  hills  resounded, 
atnd  made  the  tone  deeper  and  deeper.  The  calamities  and 
sufferings  were  more  formidable  than  the  tumult  itself." 


P.  885- 
Oi/rw  pieyaXM  oi,  &C* 

"  The  composition  and  words  are  so  sublime,  and  the 
sentiments  so  weighty  and  full  of  matter.  Tlie  whole  body 
of  the  narration  is  dramatic,  and  abounding  with  action." 


P.3«6. 
Finis  et  aetas,  &c. 
,    *'  The  age  and  completion  of  all  things  is  gone  backward: 
but  we  will  mark  our  late  dissolution  and  death  with  honour 
and  renown !  our  death  shall  be  delayed,  and  not  withoi^ 
honour.^' 


P.  386. 
lis  prennent  leurs  ordres,  &c. 
**  They  take  orders  from  them  without  being  conscious 
of  it." 


P.  387.    * 
Me  veterum  frequens,  &c. 

f  Memphis   with  all  her  ancient  pyiunids  olien  tat 

instmctioD: 


/ 
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. instruction:  the  tear  which  folk  over  departed  glory,  the 
busts  and  imitilated  statues  of  Roman  worthies  scattered  up 
and  down  among  the  people,  and  the  smouldering  trunks  of 
empires  smoaking  in  ruins,  present  many  an  awful  subject 
of  admonition  as  I  sit  in  silence  and  in  sorrow." 


p.  387. 

Ecce  iterum  Crispinus !  &c. 
*^  Behold  Crispinus  again:  I  must  often  call  upon  him, 
a  monster  whose  faults   are  not  compensated  by  a  single 
excellence." 


p.  388. 

Si  tardius  anus,  &c* 

"  If  his  limbs  had  not  yielded  so  quickly  to  the  stroke, 
h«  might  have  deserved  a  second  thunderbolt/' 


P-  395- 
Dat  operara,  &c. 

"  He  toils  and  labours  with  a  desire  of  Uaiti&g  reasoa 

with  madness." 


P.  396- 
Gros  paquet  de  toile,  &c. 
"  (He  opens)  his  large  bundle  gf  clothes,  green  apd  red; 
his  suits  of  clothes  all  of  one  colour,  and  his  se^ond-hani 
velvet  suits  a  little  faded." 


P.  896. 
Vous  etes  bien  heureu^,  &:c. 
*•  You  are  very  fortunate  in  having  a])plied  to  Mfi,  in 
']^^eiice'to  any  other  person*    Heaven  be  praised,  I  carry 
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en  my  profession  in  a  plain*  honest  manner.     I  am  the  only 
old-clothcs-man  who  has  any  morality  about  him." 


"  We  sliall  now  have  a  criterion  to  distinguish  THIS 
MAN  from  all  other  living  beings,  and  be  enabled  thoroughly 
and  distinctly  to  understand  the  whole  of  him.*' 


P-397- 
Qui  au  travers  de  toute  sa  piete^  &c. 

«*  Who,  in  spite  of  all  his  piety,  ceruinly  is  not  an  author 
with  impunity,  (or  without  paying  for  it),  and  who  has 
the  satisfaction  of  reclaiming  women  of  dissipation,  and  of 
preserving  spouses,  shaken  by  seducing  lovers,  ftrm  to  their 
duty.  But  it  cannot  be  said,  that  all  his  homilies^  and  his 
works,  arc  equally  strong  and  delieate.*' 


P-397- 
Avoir  pres  de  lui  un  homme,  &c. 

"  To  have  with  him  a  man  (like  myself)   who  knows 
something  of  literature,  and  writes  a  good  hand,  to  make  a 
fair  copy  of  his  homilies.'* 


p.  397. 

Nil  habuit  in  tcnemeniis, 

"  He  had  nothing  in  the  tenements.*' 


P.  398. 
Doctor  sanctissimus  ille,  &c. 
The  most  sacred  Doctor  Gregorius  who  bedewed,  and 

even 
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even  inebriaUd^  the  church  with  the  honey-heavy  dew  of 
his  preaching." 

P.  399. 
Per  verita,  e  un  gran  capriccio,  &c. 
*'  In  truth  it  is  a  great  capriccio  (or whimsical  fapcy);  but 
in  this  he  keeps  up  to  his  own  style/' 

P-  403- 
Pan  etiam  Arcadia,  &c. 
*'  Pan  would  acknowledge  himself  vanquished,  evem  by 
the  decision  of  Arcadia.** 


P.  403- 
Mos  illis  dico,  &c; 
"  I  address  this  observation  to  those  who  do  not  understand 
me." 


P.  405. 
Temulentus  videtur. 

^  He  seems  rather  insolent  and  flushed*^ 


P.  408. 
In  hos  tota  mens. 

**  Rushing  upon  them  with  her  whole  force/* 

■  s 

^  P.  408. 

Te,  Venus  Regina,  &c. 

'*  O  Venus,  thou  sovereign  goddess,  visit  those  templef 

where  WartomnA  Stecvcns  call  upon  thee  in  pious  sacrifice.** 

P-  408. 
Nobis  non  licet,  &c. 
••  We  who  cultivate  the  muses  of  a  more  chastised  spirit, 
cannot  indulge  ourselves  in  such  licentious   freedom  oS 
speech." 

Nn  P.  4iit 
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p.  411. 

Ergo  omms-  furiis,  &c. 
••  All  Etruria  rose  up  together  with  just  resentment,  and 
with  instant  arms  demanded  that  the  king  should  be  brought 
to  ^ punishment.*^ 

P.  41ft. 
Ense  velut  stricto,  &c* 
^*  Lucilius,  as  with  a  drawn  sword  in  hand,  roused  himsdf 
into  ardent  indignation." 


P.  413. 
Nos  genera,  &c. 
''  We  only  touch  slightly  on  the  various  kinds  of  books; 
it' is  not  our  business  to  digest  whole  libraries." 


p.  414. 

Non  me  Phoebi,  &c. 
<<  The  shrine  of  Phcebus  has  not  deceived  Aie.*' 


P.  414. 
Gubernaclum  non  vii  &c. 

*  *'  He  dragged  headlong  into  the  deep  with  himself  the 
ladder  (not  torn  from  him,  but  voluntarily  abandoned) 
lurhich  was  committed  to  him,  and  by  which  he  wil 
togaged  lo  direct  the  vessel*^* 


P.  418. 
Dhus,  in«patio,  &c; 
**  The  Deity,  in  infinite  space,  as  in  bis  own  semsorinm^ 
lias  an  intimate  perception  of  all  things. ■' 

P.  419. 

^  Tiicifiiodern  democratic  word  for  nf»riZrr/>^  kings  and  pricsQ* 
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P.  419.      ^ 

Deus  creavit,  &c. 
**  God  created  the  univene;   Linnaeus  disposed  it   in 
order  1" 


P.  419. 
Stabat  anhela  raetu»  &c; 

*'  Nature  stood  in  awful  apprehension,  looking  upon  the 
God  who  alone  rules  the  elements!" 


P.  421. 

Nolumus  leges,  &c. 

**  We  will  not  suffer  the  laws  of  Nature  to  be  changed.' 


P. 421. 

No(ffX€va  xadopairat, 

"  They  are  seen  by  the  understanding." 


P.  422. 
Sunt  lacrymae,  &c. 

,       "  Tears  are  a  debt  due  to  human  misery,  and  the  woes  of 
mortality  afibct  the  mind." 


P.  424. 
Tl'oKKm  Kou  at/vex/uf^  &c. 

••  The  united  effulgence  of  numerous  and  collected  stara 
ihining  together." 


P.  429. 
Taura  (ia€V,  hcavw;  €|x^«w(nzi,  &c. 
**  Wc  have  given  this  narration,  to  the  intent  that  the 
N  n  a  nature 
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nature  of  GOD  may  be  made  manifest  to  those  who  are 
ignorant  of  it,  how  various  it  is,  and  how  manifold;  and  to 
convince  them  that  all  events  come  to  pass  in  their  appointed 
season,  and  that  He  declares  what  shall  be  hereafter.  We 
have  related  these  things  toshqw  the  ignorance  and  unbelief  of 
men,  by  which  they  were  not  suffered  to  foresee  any  part  of 
these  events,  and  were  delivered  over  to  the  calamities, 
without  a  mode  or  possibility  of  escaping  them.'* 


P.  430. 

Av0pa;rc  th  ©sh,  rrtcrcn  &c. 
*•  Thou  man  of  God,  faithful  minister  and  steward  of  the 
divine  mysteries,  thou  man  of  the  desires  of  the  spirit,  I 
call  upon  thee  as  a  pillar  and  support  of  the  church,  holding 
fast  the  word  of  life,  and  the  main  stay  of  faith,  and  the 
resting-place  of  the  spirit." 


p.  431. 

iCacidae  similes,  &g. 
*•  Like  Achilles  himself,  they  wield  the  divine  armour." 


P.  431. 
Quid  non  libido,  &c. 
**  What  cannot  the  wild  wantonness  of  the  human  mind 
devise  or  raise  up  ?  after  what  species  of  evil  has  it  not  aa 
i.tching    desire  ? — Some    men    by    malicious    disputations 
question  the  rule  and  governance  of  the  all-powerful  God! 
Jn  proportion  to  the  wiiincss  of  their  language  they  cut  tf 
the  principles  of  the  Faith  by  petty  shifts  and  prevarications; 
and  by  corivcnient,  pliable  syllogisms  they  loosen  or  con- 
firm the  consistency  of  every  enquiry  and  exdminatioo  after 
truth." 
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P-  434- 
A$'  exuTH  /w.cT«f a«vsj,  &C. 
*•  He  passeth  from  himself,  as  the  image  to  the  archetype 
being  already  in  the  possession  or  enjoyment  of  the  end  of 
his  earthly  pilgrimage." 

P-434- 

*Ouroj  ©£6n/,  x*i  ay^poJTTcuv^  &c. 
**  Such  is  the  life  of  gods,  and  of  godlike,  happy,  highly* 
favoured  men :  a  deliverance  and  separation  from  the  low 
cares  of  mortality  ;  a  life  which  receives  not  its  pleasures  and 
satisfaction  from  the  things  of  this  world.  It  is  an  ascent  or 
flight  of  the  soul,  which  is  one,  simply  and  uncompounded, 
to  that  Being  who  is  One,  and  alone  in  an  eminent  and 
incommunicable  sense.  Goo  Himself  !"* 


P-  435- 
Toy  ruv  AcrrpA/v,  &c. 

**  The  whole  company  of  the  Stars,  and  the  great  Sun 
himself,  are  not  bodies  of  fire." 


P-  435- 
Tlvp  nm  Tft/v  AcTfaJVy   &c. 

••  A  species  of  fire  accommodated  to  the  nature  of  the 
stars." 

P.  437. 

^  The  language  of  Plotinus  in  these  passages  is  so  sublime, 
and  full  of  meaning,  that  without  a  paraphrase  it  is  absolutely 
im/iossible  to  express  the  ideas  contained  io  theniy  particularly 
in  these  few  words,  '«  ^irfn  Mov«  wpoj  MONON."  The 
translator  feels  what  every  Greek  scholar  will  experience  on 
such  an  attempt.  It  is  sufficient  however  if  the  sublimity  of 
the  ideas  is  apprehended  by  the  reader. 

Nn3 
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P-  437- 
^         "  Such  is  the  sacred  offering  of  the  Muses." 

P-  439- 
iCstuat  ingens 

Imo  in  corde  pudor,  &c ' 
^^  Rage  and  sorrow  mixed  with  shame  are  foaming  in  the 
depth  of  his  soul,  and  love  wrought  up  to  madness,  and 
conscious  merit." 


P.  442. 
S'io  avessi  le  rime  e  aspre,  &c. 

**  If  I  were  master  of  those  harsh  and  rugged  rhymes, 
which  are  adapted  to  the  melancholy  cavernous  entrance, 
I  would  express  the  very  inmost  sap  of  my  conceptions ; 
but  as  I  feel  myself  wanting,  it  is  not  without  fear  and 
apprehension  that  I  speak,  for  it  is  no  ordinary  enterprise  to 
paint  to  the  world  at  large  the  wonders  of  TH£  Abyss!" 


P.  442. 
Negli  aiti  vestigi,  &c. 
**  In  the  sublime  track  of  mighty  poets  on  the  high  and 

master-road." 


P.  444. 
Diis  DIL£CT£  S£N£X,  te  Jupiter,  &c. 

"  Fortunate  old  man,  favoured  of  heaven !  Jove  himself, 

and  Apollo,  and  the  God  of  eloquence  must  have  shed  their 

mildest  influence  on  your  birth ;  for  no  man  can  be  the 

friend  ofagrcatPoet^wko  is  not  himself  dear  to  the  immortals  • 

Favoured 
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Favoured  thus,  you  enjoy  a  green  and  flowering  old  age ; 
the  honours  of  your  brow  are  preserved ;  your  understanding 
is  vigorous,  and  your  mind  in  full  possession  of  it's  adult 
faculties.  In  the  name  therefore  of  Clio,  and  of  the  mighty 
Phoebus,  all  hail,  thou  venerable  Mansus,  hail  for  ages 
yet  to  come !" 

P- 444. 
Tanto  homini  fidus,  &c# 

^*  A  faithful  friend  to  so  great  a  man ;  and  a  steady  admirer 
of  $uch  distinguished  excellence." 


P.  444. 
Vir  vere  magnus,  &c. 

"  A  man  truly  great,  if  piety,  integrity,  probity,  the 
highest  erudition,  and  equal  modesfty  with  dignity  of  con- 
duct, are  qualities  which  can  be  esteemed  great," 


P-445- 
TfiXcvryj  TB  Ci«,  &c. 

"  The  close  of  his  life  was  mostillustrious ;  znd^his  pwn 
Athenians  interred  Him^  (their  beloved  Physician,)  on 
the  very  spot  where  befell,  with  distinguished  honours  and 
veneration." 


P.  445. 
Finem  dignum  et  optimo,  &c. 

•*  May  they  close  their  labours  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the 
character  of  men  of  virtue,  and  suitable  to  their  consecrated 
works." 


.  N  n  4  P.  445. 
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P.    446. 

"  I  have  a  message  full. of  sorrow  to  deliver  to  you; 
would  it  were  not  so! — Achilles  is  no  more." 


P.  446. 
Toy  /X€v  «Te  OavovT*  AoiS:ti,  &c. 
"  But  even  in  death  he  was  not  left  unpraised  or  unsung: 
for  the  virgins  of  Helicon  encircled  the  pile  and  tomb  of  the 
hero,  and  chaunted  their  memorial  dirge.  It  seemed  good 
to  the  immortals,  that  so  great  a  man  should  not  pass  from 
the  world  without  the  hymns  and  harmony  of  the  Muses," 


P.  447. 
Remuneratio  ejus  cum  Altissimo! 
His  reward  is  with  the  Most  High  ! 


P-449. 
Exomet  aetatis,  &c. 
May  he  add  to  the  glories  of  thjs  our  age !" 


P-  453- 
Natura  omnium  partium,  &c. 
"  Nature  creates  and  produces,  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
the  rudiments  and  principles  of  the  whole  body,  and  of 
i«very  component  part*'* 


P-  454- 
Gnossius  haec,  &c. 
"  The  Cretan  Rhadamanthus  sways  over  these  realms  of 
unrelenting  severity."  ^ 

P.  460. 
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P.  454. 
Demonstro  vitia ;  tollite,  &c. 

•*  I  declare  and  demonstrate  publicly  the  specific  vices 
and  crimes ;  uke  them  away  :  I  denounce  to  you  the  force 
intended  to  be  called  into  aflipn,  the  arms,  and  the  instru* 
ments;  remove  them." 


P-  455- 
I9vvgiv  x^aSiTir,  &C, 

**  To  direct  the  intellectual  vessel  to  the  heart*'* 


P-  455- 
Ad  pecuini  corpusculi,  &c. 

To  the  vileness  of  the  bestial  body." 


P-455- 
Ilium  ne  hominum  quidem,  &c. 

"  They  do  not  consider  him  among  the  number  of  rational 
men,  so  far  are  they  from  enrolling  him  among  the 
citizens,  whose  institutions  and  manners  he  would  ridicule 
and  set  ait  nought,  if  he  were  not  restrained  by  fear." 


P.  456- 
Nigidium  vidi,  &c. 

''  I  have  seen    the   philosopher  Nigidius,   and   I    was 
acquainted  with  Cratippus." 


p.  458. 

*•  A  pertain  ignorance  very  grievous,  which  notwithstand- 
ing has  the  appearance  of  the  greatest  wisdom." 

P.  460. 
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p.  460. 

Abyssus  abyssum  invo€it< 
^  One  deep  calleth  upon  another.** 


P.  460. 

"  The  stdrm,    rushing  with  a  mighty  noise  from  the 
conflicting  clouds,  roared  with  a  deep  intonation." 


P.  460. 
Vera  bona,  atque  illis,  &c. 

*•  The  true  goods  of  this  life,  and  those  which  are  found  to 
be  essentially  different,  when  the  mist  of  error  is  dispersed,'* 


P.  460. 

*•  A  sharp-edged  sword  pierceth  through  my  soul/* 

P. 462. 
Sic  furiis  Caci  mens,  &c. 
**  So  ferocious  and  infuriate  was  the  soul  of  Cacus  :   he 
left  not  a  species  of  crime,  wickedness,  treachery,  or  fraud 
unattempted,  or  untried." 


P.  463. 
It  is  man :  the  name  will  explain  or  excuse  the  rest/' 


P.  464. 

O  XXipoS  o^y,    &C. 

Opportunity  is  instant ;  experiment  is  hazardous.*' 

P.  464. 
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P.   464. 

Licet  quod  videtur,  &c. 
"  Whatever  they  think  proper  they  declare  to  be   the 
national   property ;    sind  what  they  decree  to  be  so^  they 
expose  to  public  sale.*' 

P.  464. 
Pcrspici  non  potest,  &c. 
**  It  cannot  be  determined,  whether  their  severity  is  more 
grievous,  or  their  alliance  and  favour  more  expensive  to  the 
objects  of  tbem." 

P.  465- 

ETTstoav  ovx^  "Twy  swy^ktrrofv^  &c. 
"  I  am  not  of  the  number  of  those  men  who  are  perpetually 
troubling  and  disturbing  you  ;  I  hold  not  any  office  of  trust, 
or  of  administration  in  the  state.  I  therefore  come  forward 
with  confidence,  and  denounce  transactions  and  crimes  like 
these.'* 


P.  466. 
Je  ne  veux  point  adniettre  dans  Ics  arrets  de  consei!,  &c. 
**  I  would  not  allow  the  admission  of  a  trivial  truth  in 
the  decrees  of  council,  or  a  clearness  which  is  too  easy 
and  familiar.  I  choose  to  have  a  subtle  kind  of  truth,  an 
elegant  penpicuiiy,  a  natural  manner  but  not  wliolly  without 
art,  set  off  with  words  of  pomp,  unexpectedly  raised  with  a 
roundness  of  phraseology,  with  intermediate  vocatives,  and 
indefinite  adverbs." 

P,  466. 
ITefi  Za;c(;v. 
•*  A  treatise  concerning  Zoology." 

P.  467. 
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P. 467. 

ITfcVTTJXWTit    X^vyCJV,    &C. 

"  I  want  fifty  pieces  of  gold ;  I  do  not  want  letten.    If 
you  love  mc,  give  me  money." 


p.  467. 

H    rioXlTiXTJ    XVflCUTXTflf    &C. 

••  The  science  of  Politics  is  the  supreme  and  master- 
founder  of  the  rest.  It  is  her  province  to  declare  and  ordain 
vrliMt  sciences  shall  be  cultivated  m  ::tates,  which  of  them  is 
proper  for  each  person,  -jnd  to  what  point,  and  how  far.— 
Wc  see  already  some  of  the  most  respectable  powers  bending 
under  Acr  dominion. 


P.  468. 
Jfi^  si  vous  saviez  U  Greet — Ceux,  &c. 

"  Oh,  if  you  did  but  understand  Greek ! — They  who 
understand,  or  think  they  understand  Hebrew,  Arabic, 
Syriac,  Coptic,  Persian,  or  Chinese,  think,  and  speak  in  the 
same  manner,  and  for  the  same  reasons." 


p.  469. 

To  y^'n  iuo^iiMx  Xtyciv,  &€• 
**  All  the  ancients  were  very  careful  not  to  use  words  oF 
an  inauspicious  sound,  and  in  particular,  the  Athenian^. 
They  therefore  did  not  call  the  Prison,  the  Executioner,  or 
the  Furies,  by  their  direct  appellations,  but  by  softer  terras*, 
such  as  a  Mansion,  a  public  minister,  the  venerable 
Goddesses,  &c,  &c.   &c. 


P.  470. 

*  The  synonimous  words  will  hardly  bear  a  translatiun. 
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P.  470. 

Signa  tamen,  divumque  tori,  &c. 

**  The  statues,  and  the  couches  of  the  deities,  and  every 

«pot   which  they  had  honoured   with  their  presence  and 

favour,  are  yet  shewn." 


p.  471. 

AvTt  T8  aoro^Hvai,  &c. 
**  Instead  of  giving  a  plain,  open  avowal  of  their  opinions, 
they  have  recourse  to  sophisms,  and  glosses,  and  exceptions, 
and  (demurring)  declarations.     Such   is  their   characte-r^ 
men  without  virtue,  principle,  or  justice. 


p.  471. 

Cum  ferro,  cum  mctu,  cum  privilegio,  8:c. 
"  With  the  sword,  by  terror,  by  pretended  rights  and 
privileges,  with  the  collected  bands  of  desperate  and  aban- 
doned wretches,  by  threats,  by  a  nefarious  league  and 
union ; — by  these,  and  by  such  instruments  and  agents, 
they  would  hold  the  country  in  the  bonds  of  servitude  and 
oppression.  They  have  set  up  the  Statue  of-LiBERTY,  as 
in  mockery  and  derision,  not  with  a  religious  reverence 
and  respect.*' 


p.  472. 

A u ream  invenit,  &c. 
"  He  found  it  of  gold ;  he  left  it  of  paper." 


P.  474. 
Non  hoc  ista  sibi,  &c. 

"  The  times  demand  not  exhibitions  such  as  these." 


P-  475- 
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P.  475. 
Non  hxc  everso»  &c. 

**  It  IS  not  by  such  leagues  and  covenants  at  these» 
that  he  can  preserve  the  Tuscan  stream,  and  the  pabcesof 
Rome  in  an  age  of  distraction  and  convulsion." 


P-475- 
Non  ante  revellar,  &c* 

••  I  wiH  not  be  torn  away  from  thee,  O  Home,  till  I 
embrace  thee  in  thy  last  agony :  thy  name  also.  Liberty, 
will  I  venerate  and  cherish,  and  will  follow  after  thy  very 
•hadow,  even  when  it  can  avail  no  more.*' 
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